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PRESENTATIONS

Proposed 9-month Extension of IDC Overlay District #89 "Data Centers"

Sophia Ferries-Rowe, City Planner

Plan Hyde Park

Emily Burns, City Planner
AGENDA

Start of Public Hearing

1. 202601118 PRESENTATION submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, dated

3/31/2026, regarding Attached is the presentation for the nine-month extension
of Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers”

Sponsors: City Manager
Attachments: Transmittal
Presentation
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2. 202601064

Sponsors:

Attachments:

ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 3/11/2026,
EXTENDING Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data
Centers” as an interim development control district for an additional nine
months, pursuant to Chapter 1431, “Interim Development Control Overlay
District Regulations,” of the Cincinnati Zoning Code.

City Manager

Transmittal

3. 202601120

Sponsors:

Attachments:

Ordinance
Attachment A
Attachment B
Legislative Record
CPC Memo to Clerk

End of Public Hearing

PRESENTATION submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, dated
3/31/2026, regarding Attached is the presentation for the proposed resolution
for the Hyde Park neighborhood plan, Plan Hyde Park.

City Manager
Transmittal

4. 202601075

Sponsors:

Attachments:

Presentation

RESOLUTION submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 3/18/2026,
APPROVING Plan Hyde Park as the planning guide for the Hyde Park
neighborhood.

City Manager

Transmittal

5. 202601159

Resolution

Hyde Park Plan
Leqislative Record
CPC Memo to Clerk

MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Jeffreys, Albi, Nolan, Cramerding and
Owens, The establishment of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) on Reading Road and
Hamilton Avenue will create “Opportunity Corridors” - areas ripe for private
sector development of new housing and jobs. To prepare for these Opportunity
Corridors, WE MOVE that the administration produce a report in the 60 days
on the following: Identify vacant public land/buildings (City, Port, County
owned) located directly along the proposed BRT Opportunity Corridors and
within 1/8 mile of it, including the total acreage. (BALANCE ON FILE IN THE
CLERK’S OFFICE) (STATEMENT ATTACHED)

Sponsors: Jeffreys, Albi, Nolan, Cramerding and Owens
Attachments: 202601159
ADJOURNMENT
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Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

March 31, 2026

To: Members of the Housing and Growth Committee
From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 202601118
Subject: Presentation — Nine-month Extension of Interim Development Control Overlay

District No. 89, “Data Centers”

Attached is the presentation for the nine-month extension of Interim Development Control
Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers”

cc: Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director
Department of City Planning and Engagement



Proposed 9-month Extension of
Interim Development Control Overlay
District #89 “Data Centers”

Growth & Housing Committee
March 31, 2026
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* January 2026 — City Manager Sheryl M. M. Long directed the Department of City
Planning and Engagement to conduct a zoning study of Data Centers and establish an
Interim Development Control (IDC) Overlay District for the duration of the study.

* February 6, 2026 — City Planning Commission recommended approval for the
establishment of IDC 89

February 11, 2026 — City Council established IDC 89 until May 11, 2026

March 6, 2026 — City Planning Commission recommended extension of IDC 89
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Zoning Study

* Define “Data Center” in the Zoning Code
* Make policy recommendations — appropriate zoning districts for data centers

* Process includes:
¢ Analyzing existing conditions
* Researching best practices in other cities
e Conducting public engagement

* Legislative process
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Criteria for One-year IDC District

* Ongoing Study — Studying potential amendments to Cincinnati Zoning Code that would
affect the IDC district

* Study Completion — Study not yet complete

* Inconsistent Use — Changes in use, construction of new structures, alteration/demolition
of existing structures would be inconsistent with preliminary objectives or findings
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Permits for Review During IDC

DCPE recommends review of: Data Centers

* Building permits .
FOR New construction
* Certificates of compliance

« Certificates of appropriateness Alterations, modification, or expansion of
data centers

Changes in use to a data center

Site improvements associated with data
centers

cityof
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Consistency with Plans

Plan Cincinnati (2012)

Compete Initiative Area

* Strategy: “Build a streamlined and cohesive development process”
Sustain Initiative Area

 Strategy: “Steward resources and ensure long-term viability”

* Action Step: “Analyze the implications and potential costs and benefits associated with land use
changes”

cityof
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Recommendation

The City Planning Commission recommends that City Council take the following
action:

¢ EXTEND Interim Development Control (IDC) Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers,” for
a period of nine additional months, or until the Department of City Planning and
Engagement’s zoning study is complete and implemented.

city of
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Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

March 11, 2026

To: Members of City Council
From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 202601064
Subject: Ordinance — Extending Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data

Centers” as an interim development control district for an additional nine months
Transmitted is an Ordinance captioned:

EXTENDING Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers” as an
interim development control district for an additional nine months, pursuant to Chapter
1431, “Interim Development Control Overlay District Regulations,” of the Cincinnati
Zoning Code.

The City Planning Commission recommended the nine-month extension of the Interim Development
Control (IDC) Overlay District at its meeting on March 6, 2026.

Summary
In January 2026, the City Manager directed the Department of City Planning and Engagement

(DCPE) to conduct a zoning study regarding the potential impacts of data centers and propose an
Interim Development Control (IDC) Overlay District within the City of Cincinnati for the duration
of the study. The City Planning Commission voted to direct DCPE to undertake a zoning study and
recommend that City Council establish IDC Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers.” City Council
established IDC No. 89, “Data Centers,” on February 11, 2026, to go into effect immediately and last
a period of three months.

The City Planning Commission recommended the following on March 6, 2026, to City Council:

1) ADOPT the Department of City Planning and Engagement’s staff findings that the proposed
extension of IDC No. 89 meets the criteria set forth in Cincinnati Zoning Code Section 1431-11,
One-Year IDC Overlay Districts, as discussed on pages 1 — 3 of this report; and,

2) RECOMMEND that City Council extend Interim Development Control (IDC) Overlay District
No. 89, “Data Centers,” for a period of nine additional months, or until the Department of City
Planning and Engagement’s zoning study is complete and implemented.

cc: Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director, Department of City Planning and Engagement
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EMERGENCY

DBS

-2026

ESTABLISHING Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers” as an
overlay district for a period of three months, pursuant to Chapter 1431, “Interim Development
Control Overlay District Regulations,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, the rapid construction of new data centers, driven primarily by the increased
demand for artificial intelligence, cloud services, and digital transformation, gives rise to the
possibility for significant changes to land uses that have the potential to adversely impact living
conditions, energy costs, health, safety, and quality of life throughout the City; and

WHEREAS, in response to these concerns, the City Manager directed the Department of
City Planning and Engagement to undertake a zoning study of certain areas of the City and
commence the process for establishing an Interim Development Overlay District (“IDC”) over the
study area during the pendency of the zoning study; and

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on February
6, 2026, and pursuant to Cincinnati Municipal Code Section 1431-05, affirmatively recommended
that the Council establish an IDC over the study area to ensure that any development during the
pendency of the City’s land use study is appropriate and does not detrimentally or adversely impact
the implementation of any potential zoning code map amendments that may result from the zoning
study; and

WHEREAS, a committee of Council considered the establishment of an IDC to regulate
the study area during the pendency of the City’s study and further considered the City Planning
Commission’s affirmative recommendation of the proposed IDC; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that placing interim development controls over the study
area during the pendency of the Department of City Planning and Engagement’s study and review
is consistent with Plan Cincinnati (2012) and its “Live” Initiative goal which seeks to support and
stabilize Cincinnati’s neighborhoods (page 160); and

WHEREAS, the Council further finds that the proposed IDC is in the interest of the public’s
health, safety, and general welfare; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:
Section 1. That Council makes the following findings:

A. The City Manager has directed the Department of City Planning and
Engagement to undertake a zoning study within the CC-A, “Commercial
Community Auto-Oriented,” CG-A, “Commercial General Auto-
Oriented,” UM, “Urban Mix,” DD, “Downtown Development,”
ML, “Manufacturing Limited,” and MG, “Manufacturing General,” zoning
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B. districts in the City (“Study Area”) to investigate the potential impacts of
the development of data centers, defined as facilities whose primary
purpose is storage, processing, or management of digital data, within the
Study Area, and to make recommendations on the adoption of zoning code
text amendments that affect permitted land uses within the Study Area.

C. At its regularly scheduled meeting on February 6, 2026, the City Planning
Commission affirmatively recommended that the Council establish an
Interim Development Control Overlay District (“IDC”) over the Study
Area, set forth on the map as shown in Attachment “A,” attached hereto and
incorporated herein, to remain in effect while the Department of City
Planning and Engagement conducts its zoning study concerning the
development of data centers within the Study Area.

D. The potential zoning code text amendments considered in the zoning study
will require study and review by the City Planning Commission, City
Administration, and City Council prior to adoption.

E. The establishment of an IDC over the Study Area for a three-month period
is necessary to protect the public interest and ensure that any new

development is consistent with the preliminary objectives of the City’s
study during the pendency of the review of the area.

Section 2. That, pursuant to Cincinnati Municipal Code Section 1431-05, the official City
zone map is amended to superimpose Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data
Centers” (“IDC District No. 89”), over the Study Area.

Section 3. That, pursuant to Cincinnati Municipal Code Sections 1431-07 and 1431-15,
the Council adopts the Application Review Guidelines for IDC District No. 89, attached hereto as
Attachment “B” and incorporated herein by reference, which shall be used by the City Planning
Commission in its review of permit applications subject to the guidelines.

Section 4. That, when reviewing permit applications pursuant to Section 3 herein, the City
Planning Commission shall be authorized to exercise the same authority granted to the Zoning
Hearing Examiner and the Historic Conservation Board, as applicable, to hear and decide
applications for variances, special exceptions, conditional uses, certificates of appropriateness, and

other development permissions governed by the zoning code.
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Section 5. That IDC District No. 89 shall remain in effect for three months following the
effective date of this ordinance.

Section 6. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the
preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms
of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is
the immediate need to impose interim development controls over the Study Area to ensure that the
substance and purpose of the planning, land use, and zoning solutions that may result from the
Department of City Planning and Engagement’s study and review are not prematurely destroyed

or impaired.

Passed: , 2026

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk
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ATTACHMENT A

Regulations and Application Review Guidelines for
Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89,
“Data Centers,” and
Designation of Administrative Reviewer

Section 1. Applications Subject to Review:

The following applications shall be reviewed by the City Planning Commission during the
pendency of Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers”:

(a) Building permits for:

1.  new construction of data centers;

ii.  alteration, modification, or expansion of data centers;
iii.  changes in use to a data center; and
iv.  site improvements associated with data centers.

(b) Certificates of compliance for:

1.  new construction of data centers;

ii.  alteration, modification, or expansion of data centers;
iii.  changes in use to a data center; and
iv.  site improvements associated with data centers.

(c) Certificates of appropriateness for:

1.  new construction of data centers;

1. alteration, modification, or expansion of data centers;
iii.  changes in use to a data center; and
1v.  site improvements associated with data centers.

For the purposes of this section, “data center” shall mean a facility whose primary purpose is the
storage, processing, or management of digital data,

Section II.  Designated Administrative Reviewer:

Council designates the Department of City Planning and Engagement as the staff reviewing
authority for Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers.”

Section III. Application Review Guidelines:

In addition to any other necessary reviews and approvals as required by the Cincinnati Municipal
Code and any other applicable laws, any application subject to review in Section I above shall be
reviewed by the City Planning Commission to determine whether the application conforms to all
applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations and is in the public interest.
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In determining whether the application is in the public interest, the City Planning Commission
shall consider those factors listed below that are relevant to the application. The application’s
failure to conform to any single factor is not necessarily a sufficient basis for denial.

a)

b)

g)

h)

)

k)

Neighborhood Compatibility and Community Character. The proposal has a density, scale,
size, location, programmatic configuration or function, and use that is compatible with the
prevailing site development patterns of adjacent and abutting properties and will not have
a material net cumulative adverse impact on the community’s health or general welfare.

Zoning. The proposed work conforms to the underlying zone district regulations and is in
harmony with the general purposes and intent of the Cincinnati Zoning Code.

No Other Practical Uses. There are no other practical or economic uses of the subject
property currently permitted in the underlying zoning district.

Power and Utility Coordination. The proposal includes electrical grid impact studies and
demonstration of available electrical capacity to serve the proposed use without adverse
impacts to existing customers and is designed to avoid disharmonious development
patterns.

Water Use and Availability. The proposal is designed to avoid excessive water
consumption that may impair service to existing customers or exceed the public water
system capacity.

Stormwater Management. The proposal is designed to address and minimize potential
adverse effects relating to off-site stormwater runoff owing to any relative increase in
impervious surface area or decrease in vegetative land cover related to the proposed
development.

Guidelines. The proposal conforms to any guidelines adopted or approved by Council for
the district in which the proposed work is located.

Plans. The proposal conforms to a comprehensive plan, any applicable urban design or
other plan officially adopted by Council, and any applicable community plan approved by
the City Planning Commission.

Proposed Zoning Amendments. The proposal is consistent with any proposed amendment
to the zoning code then under consideration by the City Planning Commission or Council.

Adverse Effects. Whether the proposal is likely to impose any adverse effect on the access
to the property by fire, police, or other public services; traffic conditions; sonic impacts;
air quality; or the development, usefulness or value of neighboring land and buildings.

Public Benefits. Whether the proposed work is likely to provide any economic or other
public benefits to the City.

15



Proposed Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, "Data Centers"”
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ITEM 4
Honorable City Planning Commission February 6, 2026
Cincinnati, Ohio

SUBJECT: A report and recommendation on the establishment of Interim Development Control (IDC)
Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers” in the City of Cincinnati for a period of three
months.

ATTACHMENTS:
Provided in addition to this report are:
e Exhibit A — Overlay District Map

e Exhibit B — IDC Review Criteria

BACKGROUND:

In January 2026, the Department of City Planning and Engagement received a directive from the City
Manager to conduct a zoning study regarding the potential impacts of data centers and propose an Interim
Development Control (IDC) Overlay District over certain zoning districts within the City of Cincinnati
for the duration of the study. The rapid construction of new data centers, driven primarily by the increased
demand for artificial intelligence, cloud services, and digital transformation, gives rise to the possibility
for significant changes to land uses that have the potential to adversely impact living conditions, energy
costs, health, safety, and quality of life throughout the City. Currently, there is no definition for data
centers, so they are classified as indoor storage uses for zoning purposes. The zoning study will result in
a definition for data centers and make recommendations for potential Zoning Code text amendments.

The proposed subject area for the IDC Overlay District includes properties within the City of Cincinnati
in zoning districts that currently allow indoor storage, because that is how data center applications are
currently classified. The following zoning districts comprise the proposed IDC Overlay District,
encompassing over 22,000 individual parcels:

e Commercial Community Auto-Oriented “CC-A”
e Commercial General Auto-Oriented “CG-A”

e Urban Mix “UM”

e Downtown Development “DD”

e Manufacturing Limited “ML”

e Manufacturing General “MG”

Pursuant to Section 1431-01 of the Cincinnati Zoning Code, the purpose of the Interim Development
Control (IDC) Overlay District is to temporarily regulate the establishment of uses, construction of new
buildings and demolition or alteration of existing structures in areas where potential development could
be detrimental or have adverse impacts on the implementation of approved amendments to the Cincinnati
Zoning Code, approved or adopted plans, or current planning, land use or zoning studies.

CRITERIA FOR AN IDC DISTRICT:

According to Cincinnati Zoning Code Section 1431-05, Establishment of IDC Overlay Districts, City
Council may establish an IDC Overlay District if the City Planning Commission gives them an affirmative
recommendation on the finding that:

(a) Proposed Amendments. Amendments to the Cincinnati Zoning Code have been approved
or are under consideration through the following actions:

1
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(1) The City Planning Commission has approved amendments to the Cincinnati Zoning
Code; or

(2) The City Planning Commission has approved or adopted a comprehensive plan,
community plan, urban design, urban renewal plan or other planning document
which contains recommendations to amend the Cincinnati Zoning Code; or

(3) The City Planning Commission, City Council or the City Manager has directed City
Administration to study planning, land use, or zoning issues in the proposed IDC
Overlay District boundary.

The criteria in Section (a)(3) above have been met because the City Manager has directed
the Department of City Planning and Engagement to study land use issues related to data
centers in the City of Cincinnati.

(b) Study and Review. The proposed amendments may substantially affect permitted uses in
the area of consideration and will require the study and review by the City Planning
Commission, City administration, and Council prior to adoption; and

The study could result in proposed amendments to the City’s Zoning Code and/or Zoning
Map, these amendments may affect permitted uses and will require the study and review
by the City Planning Commission, City Administration, and City Council prior to their
adoption.

(¢) Public Interest. The protection of the public interest requires that interim development
controls be imposed during the period of study and review by the City Planning
Commission.

The additional review of permits by the City Planning Commission will protect the public
interest by ensuring that data center development does not occur without further review by
City staff and City Planning Commission during the course of the study. Additionally, the
study may result in proposed amendments to the City’s Zoning Code and/or Zoning Map.

Section 1431-09 — Three-Month IDC Overlay Districts

Council may establish IDC Overlay Districts to remain in effect for three months without prior notice,
advertisement, or public hearing. The Director of City Planning has the duty to give notice of the
establishment of the district and the time and place of a public hearing on the extension of the district for
an additional nine-month period within ten business days of the establishment of an IDC Overlay District,
by placing an advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation and, if less than 100 parcels of property
are within the district, by sending the notice to all owners of record.

REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES FOR THE IDC:
The area proposed for the boundary of IDC Overlay District No. 89 would be the officially recognized
boundary of the zoning study in the City of Cincinnati as shown on the attached map in Exhibit A.

According to §1431-15, the City Planning Commission has the duty to review applications in the
established IDC Overlay District No. 89.

(a) Applications Subject to Review. Specify which of the following permit applications are to be
reviewed by the City Planning Commission.



e The Department of City Planning and Engagement recommends that the following permits
be reviewed:

o Building permits, certificates of compliance, and certificates of appropriateness for
new construction of data centers; alterations, modification, or expansion of data
centers; changes in use to a data center; and site improvements associated with data
centers.

(b) Application Review Guidelines. Adopt application review guidelines for each application subject
to review specified in § 1431-15 for the purposes of providing the City Planning Commission with
criteria for the exercise of its authority, as granted in this chapter.

e The Department of City Planning and Engagement recommends application review
guidelines as written in Exhibit B.

(c) Administrative Review. Designate the city department, division, or official responsible for
conducting the administrative review of these applications.

e The Department of City Planning and Engagement recommends that it be designated as
the administrative reviewer for IDC Overlay District No. 89.

ANALYSIS:

If the City Planning Commission affirmatively recommends a zoning study of the properties within the
proposed IDC Overlay District boundary, as directed by the City Manager, an IDC Overlay District could
help to ensure the compatibility of any facilities resembling data centers while the Department of City
Planning and Engagement studies the appropriate land uses for the subject zoning districts.

The proposed IDC Overlay District could be established for an initial three months, with a future option
to extend an additional nine months if City Council so desires. In order to establish the IDC Overlay
District, City Council must receive an affirmative recommendation from the City Planning Commission.

If the three-month IDC is established, a notice of the establishment of the district and the time and place
of a public hearing on the extension of the district for an additional nine-month period will need to be sent
within ten business days of the establishment. Because there are over 100 parcels of property within the
proposed district, notice of the City Planning Commission meeting would not be sent to all owners of
record. Rather, it would be circulated by placing an advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation.

CONSISTENCY WITH PLANS:

Plan Cincinnati (2012)

Plan Cincinnati does not specifically address the concerns related to the establishment of IDC Overlay
District No. 89, “Data Centers,” however conducting a zoning study in this scenario is consistent with two
Initiative Areas. It is consistent with the Compete Initiative Area in the Strategy to “build a streamlined
and cohesive development process” (p. 111) because the lack of a definition for data centers within the
zoning code makes the regulation and approval process more complex. Secondly, there is consistency
with the Sustain Initiative Area to “steward resources and ensure long-term viability” (p. 179) and the
action step to “analyze the implications and potential costs and benefits associated with land use changes”
(p. 204) because the environmental impact of data centers—especially regarding water use and power
demand—has caused concern nationwide. More research needs to be conducted regarding appropriate
regulation tools to ensure a high quality of life for Cincinnati residents.

3
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RECOMMENDATION:
The staff of the Department of City Planning and Engagement recommends that the City Planning
Commission take the following actions:

1) DIRECT the Department of City Planning and Engagement to undertake a zoning study
within the boundary of the City of Cincinnati as shown in Exhibit A; and,

2) ADOPT the Department of City Planning and Engagement staff findings that the proposed
IDC Overlay District is in compliance with Cincinnati Zoning Code Section 1431-05,
Establishment of IDC Overlay Districts, as discussed on pages 1 — 3 of this report; and,

3) RECOMMEND that City Council establish Interim Development Control (IDC) Overlay
District No. 89, “Data Centers,” for a period of three months, finding it to be in the interest
of the general public’s health, safety, and welfare during the course of the Department of
City Planning and Engagement study, which recommendation includes:

a. Appointing the Department of City Planning and Engagement as the designated
administrative reviewer under the IDC; and
b. Adoption of the IDC permit application list and review guidelines in Exhibit B

entitled “Regulations and Application Review Guidelines for Interim Development
Control Overlay District No. 89, ‘Data Centers,” and Designation of Administrative

Reviewer.”
Respectfully submitted: Approved:
Wﬂa «g?;mw ’%owc ‘(@bl‘“""“‘e’ W e
Sophia Ferries-Rowe, City Planner Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director
Department of City Planning and Engagement Department of City Planning and Engagement

20



Proposed Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, "Data Centers” Exhibit A
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Exhibit B

Regulations and Application Review Guidelines for
Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89,
“Data Centers,” and
Designation of Administrative Reviewer

Section L. Applications Subject to Review:

The following applications shall be reviewed by the City Planning Commission during the
pendency of Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers”:

(a) Building permits for:

1.  new construction of data centers;

ii.  alteration, modification, or expansion of data centers;
iii.  changes in use to a data center; and
iv.  site improvements associated with data centers.

(b) Certificates of compliance for:

1.  new construction of data centers;

ii.  alteration, modification, or expansion of data centers;
iii.  changes in use to a data center; and
iv.  site improvements associated with data centers.

(c) Certificates of appropriateness for:

1.  new construction of data centers;

1. alteration, modification, or expansion of data centers;
iii.  changes in use to a data center; and
1v.  site improvements associated with data centers.

Section II.  Designated Administrative Reviewer:

Council designates the Department of City Planning and Engagement as the staff reviewing
authority for Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers.”

Section III. Application Review Guidelines:

In addition to any other necessary reviews and approvals as required by the Cincinnati Municipal
Code and any other applicable laws, any application subject to review in Section I above shall be
reviewed by the City Planning Commission to determine whether the application conforms to all
applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations and is in the public interest.
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Exhibit B

In determining whether the application is in the public interest, the City Planning Commission
shall consider those factors listed below that are relevant to the application. The application’s
failure to conform to any single factor is not necessarily a sufficient basis for denial.

a)

b)

d)

g)

h)

)

Neighborhood Compatibility and Community Character. The proposal has a density, scale,
size, location, programmatic configuration or function, and use that is compatible with the
prevailing site development patterns of adjacent and abutting properties and will not have
a material net cumulative adverse impact on the community’s health or general welfare.

Zoning. The proposed work conforms to the underlying zone district regulations and is in
harmony with the general purposes and intent of the Cincinnati Zoning Code.

Power and Utility Coordination. The proposal includes electrical grid impact studies and
demonstration of available electrical capacity to serve the proposed use without adverse
impacts to existing customers and is designed to avoid disharmonious development
patterns.

Water Use and Availability. The proposal is designed to avoid excessive water
consumption that may impair service to existing customers or exceed the public water
system capacity.

Stormwater Management. The proposal is designed to address and minimize potential
adverse effects relating to off-site stormwater runoff owing to any relative increase in
impervious surface area or decrease in vegetative land cover related to the proposed
development.

Guidelines. The proposal conforms to any guidelines adopted or approved by Council for
the district in which the proposed work is located.

Plans. The proposal conforms to a comprehensive plan, any applicable urban design or
other plan officially adopted by Council, and any applicable community plan approved by
the City Planning Commission.

Proposed Zoning Amendments. The proposal is consistent with any proposed amendment
to the zoning code then under consideration by the City Planning Commission or Council.

Adverse Effects. Whether the proposal is likely to impose any adverse effect on the access
to the property by fire, police, or other public services; traffic conditions; sonic impacts;
air quality; or the development, usefulness or value of neighboring land and buildings.

Public Benefits. Whether the proposed work is likely to provide any economic or other
public benefits to the City.
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CINCINNATI (L

CITYPLANNING &
ENGAGEMENT

March 11, 2026

Cincinnati City Council
Council Chambers, City Hall
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Members of Council:
We are transmitting herewith an Ordinance captioned as follows:

EXTENDING Interim Development Control Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers” as an
interim development control district for an additional nine months, pursuant to Chapter

1431, “Interim Development Control Overlay District Regulations,” of the Cincinnati Zoning
Code.

Summary:
In January 2026, the City Manager directed the Department of City Planning and Engagement

(DCPE) to conduct a zoning study regarding the potential impacts of data centers and propose an
Interim Development Control (IDC) Overlay District within the City of Cincinnati for the duration of
the study. The City Planning Commission voted to direct DCPE to undertake a zoning study and
recommend that City Council establish IDC Overlay District No. 89, “Data Centers.” City Council
established IDC No. 89, “Data Centers,” on February 11, 2026, to go into effect immediately and last
a period of three months.

The City Planning Commission recommended the following on March 6, 2026, to City Council:

1) ADOPT the Department of City Planning and Engagement’s staff findings that the proposed
extension of IDC No. 89 meets the criteria set forth in Cincinnati Zoning Code Section 1431-11,
One-Year IDC Overlay Districts, as discussed on pages 1 — 3 of this report; and,

2) RECOMMEND that City Council extend Interim Development Control (IDC) Overlay District
No. 89, “Data Centers,” for a period of nine additional months, or until the Department of City
Planning and Engagement’s zoning study is complete and implemented.

Motion to Approve: Ms. Albi Ayes: Ms. Beltran

Seconded: Mr. Weber Mr. Dansby
Mr. Eby
Ms. Albi
Mr. Samad
Ms. Sesler
Mr. Weber

THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

e ot

Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director
Department of City Planning & Engagement
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city of

CINCINNATI 8

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

March 31, 2026

TO: Members of the Housing & Growth Committee 202601120
FROM: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager

SUBJECT: Presentation — Resolution for proposed Hyde Park neighborhood plan, Plan Hyde
Park

Attached is the presentation for the proposed resolution for the Hyde Park neighborhood plan,
Plan Hyde Park.

cc: Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director
Department of City Planning and Engagement

25
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PLAN
HYDE PARK

Housing & Growth Committee
March 31, 2026

CINCINNATI "(,

CITYPLANNING &
ENGAGEMENT

Hyde Park

City of Norwood

Mount Lookout

Linwood
East End

Cnlumbiu
Tusculum

Plan Hyde Park | 2




Steering Committee

Janet Buening Couper Gardiner
Kathryn Gibbons Dave Hapner
Scott Hassell Anthony Isaacs
Stan Kittle Norm Lewis
Dick Males Sean McGrory
Andy Scarpitti Lori Wellinghoff

Special thanks to the Hyde Park Community United Methodist Church, Clark Montessori

School, and Eastside Recreation Center for hosting regular steering committee meetings
and various public meetings.

Plan Hyde Park | 3

A Neighborhood Plan is a(n):

* Overview of the neighborhood and community

* Opportunity for residents to engage and establish the
neighborhood’s needs and priorities

* Roadmap for the community’s future
* Guide for the Neighborhood Council, residents, and City staff
* Funding resource for neighborhood projects

* Tool for City staff when making policy decisions
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Plan Process

Pick Up Planning

Kick-off Open Draft Plan Process, Make Oven House
Meeting House Open House Revisions and P
Updates
2017 : 2018 : 2020 : 2023 1 2025 : 2026
c o o o —e COVID o - e—p Approvals
V\(l;(:::ng Goals, Strategies, and Plan Plan Revisions and
. P Vision Refinement Drafted Public Survey

Meetings

Plan Hyde Park | 5

Prior Planning Efforts

§ Hyde Part: Square. !

ighborhood. Bu

PN\ Department of Neighborhood
@ HoUANG A0 COnSaNVaton oo e

1984

HYDE
PARK
EAST

1997

‘ S
MASTER PLAN 2 0

HyDE PARK EAST

2016

Plan Hyde Park | 6
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Plan Organization

Executive Summary
* Vision

Introduction

Existing Conditions

Goals and Objectives

Future Land Use

Implementing the Plan
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EISTING conpiTions [

This section addresses fopics such as zoning, land use, and urban form; topography and flood plain (if
applicable); transportation comidors, streets, and rights-of-way: parks and recreation areas; vacant or
underutilized land; historic districts and landmarks; accessibility issues; the environment; and other issues.

Population characteristics can be found in the following section, Demographics.

Plan Hyde Park | 9

Current Zoning

Zoning District (Simplified)
Bl Commercial
Il Manufacturing
I Office
Planned Development
M Parks and Recreation
0 Multi Family
Single Family
C ted C. o Desi
O\ Neighborhood Business (B)
+ 7 Middle Housing (MH)
<X Transportation Corridor (T)

Plan Hyde Park | 10

10
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Urban Design Overlay Districts

o T —
H = __? i, HydePark East
§ | HydePark Square . BUsiness District

Business District

Nq,% A

Tznwunn
»

Plan Hyde Park | 11

11

Historic Assets

National Register of Historic Places
&3 National Register Districts

1. Withrow High School

2. Harry Milton Levy House

3. Peters-Kupferschmid House

4. George Hoadley Jr. House

5. Lillybanks

6. Bernheim House

7. Jon Henry Weston House

8. La Tosca Flats

9. Hyde Park Methodist Episcopal Church

10. Cincinnati Observatory Building
11. Observatory Historic District
Plan Hyde Park | 12

12
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B pemocrApHICs I

In preparing a plan for the future of the Hyde Park community, it is important to understand the existing

population and population trends over time—both Citywide and at the neighborhood level. The following
demographics discussion will summarize key demographics from 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, and 2020 U.S.
Census Bureau data. It should be noted that the analysis relies primarily on data provided by the U.S.

Census Bureau. For the purposes of gathering data, Hyde Park refers to Census Tracts 49, 50, and 51.

20,000

POPULATION CHANGE

(1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, & 2020 Census)

15,000

g
2

Population Count
o
2
o

0

1970

- Hyde Park

Plan Hyde Park

14,955 14,193
13,927 13,620 1397

1280 1990 2000 2010 2020
Year

= Cincinnati

400000

300000

200000

100000

0

In 2020, Hyde Park's population was 14,193, a 6%
increase from 2010, although still below the 1970

population level of 17,220. Approximately 66%, or
two-thirds, of Hyde Park's current residents moved
to the neighborhood between 2010 and 2020.
While the average age in Hyde Park is 35, most of

the new residents moving in are younger. Of the

new residents who moved to the neighborhood
between 2019 and 2020, around 60% were between

the ages of 20 and 29.

[ 6%

OF RESIDENTS MOVED TO
HYDE PARK AFTER 2010

(2016-2020 ACS)

39
Plan Hyde Park | 13

13
Focus Areas
Quality How We Hyde Park Built
of Life Move Square Environment
<~
pod . R
] ¢ ' ] K
Plan Hyde Park | 14

14
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@ Quality of Life

Create a vibrant neighborhood where all people, both residents and
visitors, feel welcome and connected.

Establish Hyde Park schools as community anchors that provide
outstanding educational opportunities and serve as a resource for the
entire community.

Protect the tree canopy and establish parks, green spaces, and recreation
areas and centers that are accessible, well-maintained, and meet the needs
of the community.

Maintain Hyde Park as a neighborhood that is safe, clean, and visually
appealing for residents and visitors.

15

How We Move

Promote pedestrian, bicycle, and traffic safety.

Ensure Wasson Way is usable, complete, safe, and neighbor-friendly.

Improve public transportation within Hyde Park.

Promote walkability and other non-automotive transportation.

Protect and preserve the residential streets of Hyde Park.

Plan for future transportation needs.

16
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é Hyde Park Square

Maintain Hyde Park Square to ensure its aesthetic qualities, historic
characteristics, and variety of uses that serve neighborhood residents and
visitors alike.

Encourage a mix of uses on Hyde Park Square, with an emphasis on
pedestrian-oriented retail and restaurants.

Beautify and improve the streetscape and infrastructure of Hyde Park
Square.

Promote events on the Square that build community and enhance
commerce.

17

Built Environment

Preserve Hyde Park’s residential form.

Promote a range of housing opportunities to retain current residents and
attract new residents at all stages of life.

Expand community knowledge of the Zoning Code and City-wide
development processes.

Find opportunities for the Zoning Code to better align with this plan.

Enforce Zoning, Building, and Health Code violations in a timely fashion.

18
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Future Land Use

MIXED CORRIDOR

A mix of housin

and commercial
oriented along major
transportation cormdors

N

o - NEIGHBORHOOD
T COMMERCIAL
= , SNGLE-FAMILY Business districts and
‘ Single-family homes ”"‘3"‘"{,‘,’“”59" on .
d ; edestrian access an
GRANDIN RE LIMITED MIXED girculaﬂon
1 Predominantly sén gfeé COMMERCIAL

family with som.
and 4-family homes

MULTI-FAMILY

Commercial areas

around avto-oriented
corridors

{-\n?bé ?fhousin ?ypfs INSTITUTIONS
including apartmeénts
ans cor?do‘r)niniums Instifutional resources

PARK EDUCATION
Park space and Schools and education
recreation areas center

Plan Hyde Park | 19

19
. ; 5 y Box indicates High
The following table lays out the preceeding Goals, Strategies, and Action Steps. Key: E Priority ifems
Each Action Step is categorized by its Priority and Effort Level. Relevant partners Ex
and resources are identified to provide a path forward to implementing Plan 8
Hyde Park. A Partner/Resource abbreviation key is at the end of the section. & z
The list of community partners in this table is not exhaustive, and the community ]
i Low HIGH
thanks everyone working for the betterment of Hyde Park.
EFFORT
w Goal 1: Create a vibrant neighborhood where all people, both residents and visitors, feel welcome and
= connected.
—
's)| Sirafegy I: Establish and implement a sfrong neighborhood identity for Hyde Park.
t ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES
-
L. 3 Create affractive goteways at key traffic and pedestrian portals to the
3 1 neighborhood.
Maintain the flags/banners that identify the Hyde Park Square business district.
Sirategy 2: Capitalize on neighborhood evenfs unique o Hyde Park.
Market events and activities in ive and p ive ways, using HPNC, HPNIC, CRC, HPSBA, HPEBA
L) to reach all ages, backg . and icities, so that yone has i {
and feels welcome,
m  Encourage the creation of additional signature events, Annual events currently
include the student of the Year Awards for all seven Hyde Park Schools (May),
Hyde Park Blast (June). July 4th Fireworks in Ault Park (July). St. Mary's Church
festival (August), the Hyde Park Art Show (October), Halloween on the Square
(October). the holiday iree lighting (November), and the Farmers’ Market (May
— October).
20
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Consistency with Plan Cincinnati

Compete | Be the pivotal economic force of the region.
Goal to “Cultivate our position as the most vibrant and economically healthiest part of our region” and the strategy to “Target investment
to geographic areas where there is already economic activity.”

Connect | Bring people and places together.
Goal to “Develop an efficient multi-modal transportation system that supports neighborhood livability” and the strategies to “Expand
options for non-automotive travel” and to “Plan, design and implement a safe and sustainable transportation system.”

Live | Strengthen our magnetic City with energized people.

Goals to “Build a robust public life” and “Provide a full spectrum of housing options, and improve housing quality and affordability” and
the strategies to “Develop and maintain inviting and engaging public spaces to encourage social interaction between different types of
people,” to “Become more walkable,” and to “Offer housing options of varied sizes and types for residents at all stages of life.”

Sustain | Steward resources and ensure long-term vitality.
Goal to “Preserve our natural and built environment” and the strategies to “Protect out natural resources” and to “Preserve our built
history.”

Goal to “Work in synergy with the Cincinnati community” and the strategy to “Unite our communities.”

Plan Hyde Park | 21

city ol C .
CINCINNATI BUSINESSES | RESIDENTS | WVISITORS | SERVICES | GOVERNMENT | HElP | Q rensere v X in
cITY PLANNING AND ENGacement  Plan Hyde Park
MENU —

About Us v
City Planning Calendar
Apply & Pay Online
City Planning Commission
Accessory Dwelling Units
Connected Communities ~
Community Engagement ~
Resources ;4
Neighborhood Plans
Approved Plans
Ongoling Processes
Plan Cincinnati Gl
Planning Projects and Studies ~
Subdivisions and Lot Splits Thank you to everyone who submitted comments about the draft plan. As of January 30, 2026, an updated draft of Plan
Historic Conservation v Hyde Park s now available
Zoning Administration
Committee of Names Bﬁckg'ﬁund
News Hyde Park is in the process of creating Its first comprehensive plan for the neighborhood since 1983. A neighborhood plan is a
guiding document for the neighborhood, residents, the city, and developers to make informed decisions
Qur primary goal of the plan is o unite the community under a commen vision for the future of the neighborhood and provide a
uide for approp future o in our Led by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council (HPNC), the
9 - 4l 4 ¥ il (HERG) Plan Hyde Park | 22
Steering Committee has been meeting regularly to develop a planning process that engages the large variety of voices in our
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Approval Process

* Interdepartmental Meeting with City Departments
* March 20, 2025

* Hyde Park Neighborhood Council & y
* Approved on February 10, 2026 Y

* City Planning Commission
* Approved on March 6, 2026
* City Council
* Housing and Growth Committee — March 31, 2026

Plan Hyde Park | 23

23

RECOMMENDATION

The City Planning Commission recommends that City Council take the following
action:

APPROVE the proposed neighborhood plan, Plan Hyde Park, as the Hyde Park
neighborhood’s guiding comprehensive plan document.

Plan Hyde Park | 24

24
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city of

CINCINNATI 8

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

March 18th, 2026

To: Mayor and Members of City Council

202601075
From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager

Subject: Resolution — Proposed Hyde Park neighborhood plan, Plan Hyde Park

Transmitted is a Resolution captioned:

APPROVING Plan Hyde Park as the planning guide for the Hyde Park
neighborhood.

The City Planning Commission recommended approval of the neighborhood plan at its March 6,
2026 meeting.

Summary
The Department of City Planning and Engagement, along with the Hyde Park Neighborhood

Council, Plan Hyde Park Steering Committee, and community members, propose Plan Hyde Park
as the Hyde Park neighborhood’s comprehensive plan document. Neighborhood plans are crucial for
residents to have a concrete vision of their neighborhood which may be used to reference and guide
the future of the community. The plan makes it easier to obtain grants or other funds for
recommendations within the plan. Lastly, the plan identifies the direction the community wishes to
proceed regarding future development and other initiatives. This plan documents Hyde Park’s vision
for the future while focusing on four theme areas: Quality of Life, How We Move, Hyde Park Square,
and Built Environment.

The City Planning Commission recommended the following on March 6, 2026 to City Council:

APPROVE the proposed neighborhood plan, Plan Hyde Park, as the Hyde Park
neighborhood’s guiding comprehensive plan document.

cc: Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director, Department of City Planning and Engagement
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DBS

RESOLUTION NO. - 2026

APPROVING Plan Hyde Park as the planning guide for the Hyde Park neighborhood.

WHEREAS, the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council requested that the City of Cincinnati
work with it, neighborhood residents, business owners, and other stakeholders to create the first
comprehensive plan for the Hyde Park neighborhood since 1983; and

WHEREAS, in crafting the neighborhood plan, the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council and
the community at large formed the Plan Hyde Park Steering Committee to champion the planning
process, establish working groups focused on themes and geographic areas of importance in the
neighborhood, identify goals for the future of the neighborhood, and promote solutions to existing
challenges; and

WHEREAS, over the course of nine years, the Plan Hyde Park Steering Committee
convened community-driven brainstorming meetings, conducted surveys, held public forums,
drafted proposed goals, strategies, and actions steps, and refined those drafts incorporating
feedback from community members to achieve the desired neighborhood quality of life and to
supplement and further direct implementation of Plan Cincinnati (2012); and

WHEREAS, these efforts led to the creation of Plan Hyde Park to serve as the guiding
instrument for the development of the Hyde Park neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council and community stakeholders desire for
Plan Hyde Park to be officially approved by the Council so that it may serve as the City of
Cincinnati’s official planning guide for the Hyde Park neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, Plan Hyde Park is consistent with the Strategies for all five Initiative Areas
of Plan Cincinnati (2012), particularly the Compete Initiative Area goal to “[f]oster a climate
conducive to growth, investment, stability, and opportunity” (page 102); the Connect Initiative
Area goal to “[d]evelop an efficient multi-modal transportation system that supports neighborhood
vitality” (page 129); the Live Initiative Area goal to “[d]evelop and maintain inviting and engaging
public spaces to encourage social interaction between different types of people” (page 150); the
Sustain Initiative Area goal to “[p]reserve our natural and built environment” (page 193); and the
Collaborate Initiative Area goal to “[w]ork in synergy with the Cincinnati community” (page 210);
and

WHEREAS, at its meeting on March 6, 2026, the City Planning Commission reviewed
Plan Hyde Park and recommended it for approval; and

WHEREAS, a committee of Council considered and approved Plan Hyde Park, finding it
in the interest of the public’s health, safety, morals, and general welfare; and

39



WHEREAS, Council considers Plan Hyde Park to be in the best interests of the City and
the public’s health, safety, morals, and general welfare; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

Section 1. That Plan Hyde Park is in furtherance of the goals, strategies, and visions of the
City of Cincinnati and its comprehensive plan, Plan Cincinnati (2012).

Section 2. That Plan Hyde Park, attached hereto as Attachment “A” and incorporated by
reference herein, is hereby approved.

Section 3. That this resolution be spread upon the minutes of Council and that a copy be
sent by the Clerk of Council to the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council at P.O. Box 8064, Cincinnati,

OH 45208.

Passed: , 2026

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk
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ATTACHMENT A
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[l EXECUTIVE SUMMARY [

Plan Hyde Park represents the priorities and collective vision for the future of the Hyde Park community. It
has been over forty years since the last neighborhood-wide comprehensive plan was completed in 1983.
This plan incorporates the many changes that have occurred, while reflecting the enduring qualities that
make the community special. The result is a thoughtful vision for a thriving neighborhood that serves its
residents, businesses, and visitors well.

The plan is centered on the people who live in and visit Hyde Park. More than 100 residents and other
stakeholders were engaged in the development of this plan, providing input and feedback at public
meetings, drafting the priorities and goals, and sharing updates. The goals are organized around four key
themes that surfaced: Quality of Life, How We Move, Hyde Park Square, and the Built Environment. It is the
Steering Committee’s hope that the goals and objectives of this plan support the following community
priorities:

Community Connectivity

be a place where all are welcome = support and improve walkability

provide housing opportunities for both = improve public transportation
current and new residents at all stages of life = provide for non-automotive mobility

promote human engagement

Policy Place

maintain historic land use patterns = preserve residential character

enforce existing standards (zoning, land use, e promote commercial development in
building code) existing commercial areas

use appropriate incentives for new ensure that Hyde Park remains safe,

development and modification of existing clean, and attractive (schools, green

structures space, recreation)
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VISION

Incorporated as a village in 1896 and annexed
to the City of Cincinnati in 1903, Hyde Park
IS a welcoming, thriving, and ever-evolving
neighborhood with'a respect for history. An
established community, it is valued for its tree-

lined, walkable streets, distinctive housing stock,
vibrant business districts, strong schools, parks,
and. places of worship. Hyde Park offers residents
and visitors a place to live, work, learn, shop, and
dine with a beautiful public square at its center.
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[l NnTrODUCTION [

This plan, created with significant community engagement, represents the voices of the people of Hyde
Park and their strong desire that their community remains a primarily residential neighborhood, supported
by vibrant but limited commercial areas. The people who live, work, or own property or businesses in Hyde
Park recognize it must continue to adapt as the population and lifestyles change, housing stock ages, and
the community itself evolves. Ongoing development is necessary to keep the neighborhood dynamic. New
development should be sensitive to existing properties and uses, prioritizing community needs. This plan
outlines a comprehensive future vision for Hyde Park for the next quarter-century and provides well-defined
guidelines to achieve positive change.

10
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FRAMEWORK

Plan Hyde Park is the neighborhood’s guiding document, establishing the community’s vision for
the future along with the goals and strategies to achieve the ideas. The previous Hyde Park Plan
was adopted in 1983. Drafting this plan brought the neighborhood and City together to collaborate
and update the neighborhood’s goals based on the current and future needs of the community.
The plan ensures a balance of protection and smart growth that will benefit the existing community
and be the foundation for healthy future generations.

WHO WILL USE THE PLAN?

As a guiding document, Plan Hyde Park will be used by many agencies and individuals,
including:

< Hyde Park Neighborhood Council: The plan will assist the council in decision-making
processes, such as determining support for future developments and zoning requests,
community budget requests, and grant writing. In addition, the plan provides a list of
actions for the neighborhood to consider to help achieve its goals, including priority
levels and partners, see Implementation section.

City of Cincinnati: The plan will be used by City staff to draft reports and
recommendations and used by the City Council and City Planning Commission to
make decisions on future developments and zoning requests.

Developersand Property Owners: The plan'svision and goals will help guide developers
and property owners in Hyde Park when making development decisions.

Residents: The plan can be a resource for existing and future residents looking to be
involved and make an impact in their community.

Plan Hyde Park 11170
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LOCATION

The Hyde Park neighborhood is centrally located in Cincinnati, with access to Downtown and the Greater
Cincinnati region via Interstate 71. Hyde Park is positioned adjacent to six City neighborhoods (Evanston,
East Walnut Hills, East End, Columbia Tusculum, Mt. Lookout, and Oakley) in addition to the City of Norwood
and the Village of Fairfax.
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The Hyde Park neighborhood, and the surrounding Cincinnati area,
is built on the native homelands of Indigenous tribes, including the
Delaware, Myaamia, and Shawnee peoples. These tribes were forced
to relinquish their land following the Battles of Wabash and Fallen
Timbers in the late 1700s which led to the Treaty of Greenville (1795).

Hyde Park is a beautiful, historic, family-friendly neighborhood on the
east side of Cincinnati. The community’s story dates back to the 19th

. . . Source: The Norfolk and Western
century, when it was known as Mornington. At that time, the area Historical Society

was primarily farmland and large estates owned by the city’s most
prominent figures.

The landscape of Mornington began to change in 1882 when the Cincinnati & Eastern Railroad opened
service connecting eastern suburbs to downtown Cincinnati, making it one of the area’s many “Streetcar
Suburbs.” Recognizing the potential of thisincreased accessibility to inspire growth, Charles and John Kilgour
—two of Cincinnati’s successful businessmen—assembled the Mornington Syndicate in 1892. The purpose
of this group was to guide development such that the area would remain appealing to wealthy residents.
To that end, Mornington was renamed “Hyde Park,” taking inspiration from New York’s exclusive, high-end
community.

Plan Hyde Park
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Hyde Park was advertised as “a beautiful plateau, far above the smoke and soot of the city,” reflecting its
natural amenities and spectacular views of the Ohio River valley, as well as its separation from the hustle
and bustle of downtown. Seeking to move to this haven, wealthy individuals often commissioned designs
from renowned architects, leading to a diverse and historically significant housing stock (the "“Existing
Conditions” section of this plan highlights the many properties listed on the National Register of Historic
Places). As a result of this intentional development strategy, the population grew from fewer than a dozen
families to 1,691 people in 1900. Hyde Park was officially incorporated as a Hamilton County village in 1896,
then annexed soon after by the City of Cincinnati in 1903.

When John Kilgour passed in 1914, his son Bayard Livingston Kilgour inherited and subsequently divided his
estate to create “The Pines,” which became home to hundreds of houses in the coming years. Hyde Park
saw remarkable growth in the 1920s, not only because of the Kilgour subdivision, but also the apartment
buildings and two- to four-family houses that emerged along Madison Road near Hyde Park Square.

By 1960, the neighborhood’s population had grown to over 17,000—over ten times the 1900 population in
just 60 years. This was exceptional, as many Cincinnati communities lost residents in the 1950s to suburbs
further out from the city. However, the population size started to decline in the 1970s and 1980s as children
from neighborhood families moved elsewhere. By 2020, the neighborhood’s population had fallen to 14,193.
None-the-less, Hyde Park has continuously maintained its reputation as a neighborhood with a wealth of
resources and amenities for Cincinnati residents and families.
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Aeriel view of Hyde Park Square, published 1956 (Source: The Cincinnati Enquirer)

Plan Hyde Park
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Jl PRIOR PLANNING EFFORTS

The last comprehensive plan for the Hyde Park neighborhood was completed in 1983. Several other plans
have since been completed for the neighborhood, but focus primarily on the business districts of Hyde Park
Square and East Hyde Park. Hyde Park also adheres to the city-wide comprehensive plan, Plan Cincinnati
(2012). An overview of these plans follows.

1983 - Hyde Park Plan

The last comprehensive plan for the Hyde Park neighborhood was completed in
1983. The plan attempts to maintain a harmonious balance between the Hyde
Park Square business district and the surrounding residential areas. It focuses on
land use that provides a smooth transitional buffer from commercial to office,
then to multi-family, and ultimately to single-family. Major recommendations
and guidelines from the plan fall into the categories of zoning, business, housing,
transportation, urban design/streetscape, and other.

1984 - Hyde Park Square Neighborhood Business District Urban Design Plan

The goal of this plan is to provide a logical, systematic approach over time
for guiding the economic and investment forces which are present and those
being attracted to Hyde Park Square. The plan explores the challenges in the
forces surrounding the business district, develops an economically sound land-
use strategy, and creates continuing guidance mechanisms that advocate and
assist in carrying out the strategy.
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https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/sites/planning/assets/Neighborhood%20Plans/Hyde%20Park/1983%20Hyde%20Park%20Plan.pdf
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/sites/planning/assets/Neighborhood%20Plans/Hyde%20Park/1984%20Hyde%20Park%20Square%20NBD%20Urban%20Design%20Plan.pdf

1997 - Hyde Park East Neighborhood Business District Plan

A study of the Hyde Park East business district was completed in 1997
and resulted in recommendations to implement attractive streetscaping,

a facade improvement program, and the creation of a district identity.

Following the study, the community requested the Hyde Park East Master

Plan.

2012 - Plan Cincinnati

Plan Cincinnati is a comprehensive document that serves as a long-range
plan to guide and manage growth, protect the environment and influence
future developmentin the City. Itis derived from five primary initiative areas;
Compete, Connect, Live, Sustain, and Collaborate. These initiative areas

were distilled from extensive public consultation, and the document further
expands on them by setting them against a physical and policy framework.

2016 - Hyde Park East Master Plan

This plan seeks to address challenges facing the Hyde Park East neighborhood
business district and surrounding residential streets. Goals focus on creating a
healthy, walkable neighborhood that promotes traffic, bicycle, and pedestrian
safety, and provides ample parking for those driving to the Hyde Park East
business district as a destination. Branding the neighborhood business district and
enhancing the built environment are also priorities of this plan.

Plan Hyde Park 17176


https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/sites/planning/assets/Neighborhood%20Plans/Hyde%20Park/1997%20Hyde%20Park%20East%20NBD%20Urban%20Design%20Plan.pdf
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/sites/planning/assets/2012%20-%20Plan%20Cincinnati.pdf
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/sites/planning/assets/Neighborhood%20Plans/Hyde%20Park/2016%20Hyde%20Park%20East%20Master%20Plan.pdf

[l THE PROCESS [

A successful plan is one that is created with and for the community. Over the course of nine years, which
included interruption from the COVID-19 pandemic, the City, Steering Committee, and Hyde Park community
collaborated to deliberately create a plan that will guide Hyde Park’s future.

Steering Committee

The Steering Committee was the driver behind the planning process, working in tandem with the City and
Hyde Park community. The Steering Committee comprised of twelve Hyde Park community members who
met with City staff regularly.

The first meeting of the Steering Committee was held in February 2017. Over the next four months this
group worked with staff members from City Planning & Engagement to review demographic and existing
conditions information and to create a strategy for drafting the plan.

Community Engagement and Drafting Goals

The Hyde Park community has been engaged
from the beginning of the process. The
community literally came to the table in June
2017 when the public kick-off meeting was
held at Clark Montessori School. More than
sixty community members came to learn about

(2T0Z @UNC) HOSSBIUOIA Ye|D
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the planning process and give their input. They
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HYDE PARK MAPPING COMPILATION

The above map is the compilation of responses mapped at the kick-off and satellite meetings held
between June and August 2017.

were asked to map the community’s assets, areas in need of help, and areas prime for development or
redevelopment. They were also asked to identify on the map where they live, work, or own property.

In addition to gathering data at the kick-off meeting, a community survey was circulated by email, in
print, and via the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council’s website and Facebook page. Additionally, Steering
Committee members held several satellite “meeting in an envelope” engagement sessions with small
groups to complete the mapping exercise.

Plan Hyde Park 1¢178
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After analyzing all data received from the maps and surveys, the Steering Committee determined four
areas of focus and established a Working Group for each. The main goals of this plan are divided among
those focus areas:

Quality of Life Hyde Park Square

How We Move Built Environment

The Working Groups met monthly between September of 2017 and September of 2018 and held a series
of public sessions to create goals and action steps that could be implemented. These were shared at an
Open House meeting in September 2018, where community members had the opportunity to ask questions,
make suggestions, and revise the goals and action steps.

Draft Plan
Following the Open House meeting, the Working Groups refined the goals and strategies based on

community feedback. They also drafted a vision statement and created an implementation strategy for
the goals and strategies.

The summer and fall of 2019 were dedicated to drafting the plan
document. The draft plan was presented to the community at a public
meeting held in January 2020.

In spring of 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic put a temporary pause

Materials used to invite the on the plan. Affer taking time to get reacquainted with the plan,
community to join the process.
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the Steering Committee and City needed to update the goals and strategies to reflect changes to the
neighborhood, including the completion of the portion of Wasson Way within Hyde Park and the adoption
of new zoning designations.

An updated draft of the plan document was presented to the community at a public meeting held in April
2025. Community members were largely in agreement with the goals and strategies presented, though
there were many questions and comments regarding Future Land Use. The Steering Committee took time to
diligently work through public comments. Additional feedback was collected from the community through
a survey, which received 49 responses.

Approval Process
The plan was presented to the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council for a vote. The Hyde Park Neighborhood
Council reviewed and approved the plan, with one abstention, on February 10, 2026.

Following the plan’s approval by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council, the plan was presented to the
City Planning Commission. The City Planning Commission also unanimously approved the plan on DATE
2026. They were pleased with xx.

Cincinnati City Council approved the plan on DATE 2026 with Resolution 2026-xxxx.

Implementation and Updates

This plan should be reviewed by the community after 10 years to determine if an update is required based
on neighborhood conditions and Goal, Strategy, and Action Step progress.

Plan Hyde Park 21180



EXISTING CONDITIONS [

This section addresses topics such as zoning, land use, and urban form; topography; tfransportation corridors,
streets, and rights-of-way; parks and recreation areas; vacant or underutilized land; historic districts and
landmarks; accessibility issues; the environment; and other issues. Population characteristics can be found
in the following section, Demographics.
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CURRENT ZONING

The Existing Zoning map indicates how the property is currently zoned, which determines how the property
can be used and developed. For a detailed Zoning Map, go to cagis.hamilton-co.org/cagisonline

Plan Hyde Park
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TOP 4 ZONING DISTRICTS BY AREA

Hyde Park’s most predominant zoning districts are Single
Family zones, with the most area zoned SF-20, which has

447% a minimum lot size of 20,000 square feet. Non-residential
Single-Family-20 zoning districts comprise less than 5% of the total
(20,000 sq ft

neighborhood area. See the Built Environment section for
zoning-related goals and strategies.

3 1 . 2% Zoning Breakdown 87.2%

by Area (2024) Single Family Districts

Single-Family-6
(6,000 sq ft)

10.9%

Single-Family-10
(10,000 sg f’r{

- 8.1% —/ \
Multi Family Districts 0_1%
Manufacturing
2 . 5% Districts

Commercial Districts 0_4%
Planned

1_1% Developments
Parks and Recreation 0.6%

Office Districts
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CONNECTED COMMUNITIES
The City adopted a series of land use and zoning policies called
Connected Communities that went into effect July 2024. The
policies aim to help Cincinnati grow into a more accessible, people-
focused, diverse, healthy, and connected community for all. The
zoning changes allow for the development of two-, three-, and
four-family homes, reloxed parking requirements, and reduced
regulatory barriers near the City’s neighborhood business districts
(NBDs) and the most prominent public transit routes. For Hyde
Park, these Connected Community zones are focused around the
neighborhood’s two NBDs and Madison Road, Erie Avenue, and
Columbia Parkway. For more information, visit

www.cincinnati-oh.gov/connected communities

49.8%

of Hyde Park falls within a
Connected Communities MORE

designation. HOUSING
OPTIONS

Plan Hyde Park

\e\o\)s\ NG Breakdown of Connected

Community designations
in Hyde Park by land area

MORE BETTER
TRANSIT WANND)
OPTIONS EFFICIENCY
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CURRENT LAND USE

While zoning is the legal mechanism for regulating land use and development, the Current Land Use map
provides insight into how land is actively being used. The Current Land Use map is based on the Hamilton
County Auditor’s Land Use Class.

|oof 3t%l
Land Use Breakdown 3.5% " us‘”a 0.6%

Commercial Other

by Area (2024)
14% .

Country Club

3.6%

Publicly Owned

SN

4%
Education

2.2%

Institutions

O ——

61%
4.1% —~ Single-Family

Condominiums
1-4% /

Apartment (20+ Units)

1.8% 2.6%

Apartment (4-19 Units) Two-Family

0.3%

Three-Family
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HYDE PARK CURRENT LAND USE

RESIDENTIAL

Current Land Use was determined based on the Hamilton County Auditor’s Land Use Class.
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TRANSPORTATION NETWORK

The Transportation Network map on the following page highlights Hyde Park’s access to Interstate-71 via
Observatory/Dana Avenue or Edwards Road. Major Arterial roads are considered high capacity and are
identified on the map. They consist of Madison Road, Observatory Avenue, Linwood Avenue, Delta Avenue,
Marburg Avenue, a portion of Edwards Road (between Observatory Avenue and Wasson Road), and a
portion of Erie Avenue (between Delta Avenue and Marburg Avenue). The second tier of arterial roads are
identified as Minor Arterial roads and consist of Wasson Road, Erie Avenue, and Herschel Avenue (includes
Pinehurst Avenue, a portion of Pape Avenue, and Herschel View Street).

The map also depicts the approximate location of the Wasson Way, which will be discussed further in
the How We Move section of this plan. All phases within and immediately adjacent to Hyde Park are now
complete.

VISION ZERO

A program run by the City of Cincinnati’s Department of Transportation and Engineering
(DOTE) focused on improving pedestrian safety, with the mission to lower pedestrian
deaths to zero. DOTE uses crash data to identify and track pedestrian crash hotspots
throughout Cincinnati. These hotspots are targeted for safety interventions, including: REPORT

SAFETY
CONCERNS
AT

www.cincinnati-
oh.gov/visionzero

TRAFFIC CALMING STREET REDESIGN SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION
AND ENFORCEMENT

28
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www.cincinnati-oh.gov/visionzero

HYDE PARK TRANSPORTATION NETWORK

Hyde Park Neighborhood Council
Target Improvement Areas

Vision Zero
Safety Concern Areas

The Transportation Network map clearly delineates major and minor arterial roads. It also depicts the
approximate location of the Wasson Way, which will be discussed further in the How We Move section.

Plan Hyde Park 2¢1g3
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URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICTS

Hyde Park contains two Urban Design Overlay Districts (UDODs): Hyde Park Square and Hyde Park
East. The purposes of the overlay districts are to protect and enhance the physical character of
the districts, prevent the deterioration of property, encourage private investment to improve and
stimulate economic vitality and social character of the district, and to ensure that infill development
does not adversely affect the physical character of the area. Development within these districts
must comply with the standards established when the district was created. The requirements of a
specific UDOD are outlined in Chapter 1437 of the Zoning Code.

HYDE PARK URBAN DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICTS

Hyde Park Square Business District and Hyde Park East Business District
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https://library.municode.com/oh/cincinnati/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIXIZOCOCI_CH1437URDEOVDI

HILLSIDE OVERLAY DISTRICTS

Cincinnati’s hillsides make our city unique, but can also pose risks due to their natural instability.
The City of Cincinnati regulates development on hillsides that have a higher potential for
landslide. These areas have been designated as being within the Hillside Overlay District. The
regulations are found in the Cincinnati Zoning Code and are intended to prevent damage to

the City’s hillsides.

HYDE PARK HILLSIDE OVERLAY DISTRICTS

The most significant Hyde Park hillsides are along the periphery, mostly along the southern and western
edges of the neighborhood. Development within this district must comply with the Hillside Development
Standards outlined in the Cincinnati Zoning Code.
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HISTORIC ASSETS

Hyde Park is home to many historic assets, some of which have been recognized with a listing on
the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register is the official Federal list of districts,
sites, buildings, structures, and objects significant in American history, architecture, archeology,
engineering, and culture. National Register properties have significance to the history of their
community, state, or the nation. Hyde Park has eleven listings on the National Register of Historic

Places that includes ten buildings and one district.

HYDE PARK HISTORIC ASSETS
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The following Hyde Park properties are listed on the National Register of Historic Places:

1 Withrow High School, 2488 Madison Road
Areas of Significance: Architecture and Education
Date of Construction: 1919

Located attheintersection of two majorthoroughfares,
Madison Road and Erie Avenue, Withrow High School
is a focal point in the Hyde Park neighborhood. The
large-scale grouping is located on a 14-acre tract
and includes six structures: three major buildings,
a stadium, clocktower, and footbridge. Spacious,
landscaped grounds surround the building.

Withrow High School (June 1981)
Academic Building

2 Harry Milton Levy House, 2383 Observatory Avenue
Area of Significance: Architecture
Date of Construction: 1917

At the corner of Madison Road and Observatory
Avenue liesthe Harry Milton Levy House, a distinguished
example of both the Craftsman and Tudor Revival
architectural styles. The 0.86-acre property contains
a two-story home, 3-bay garage, pool, terraces,
and flowerbeds. One of the most notable features
Is a smooth stone fountain featuring a child’s head

flanked by stylized fish.
Harry Milton Levy House (Sept 1997)

~
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3 Peters-Kupferschmid House, 2167 Grandin Road

Area of Significance: Transportation
Date of Construction: 1860

The Peters-Kupferschmid House was significant due to its
association with Ralph Peters, the Superintendant and
General Manager of multiple Cincinnati railroads and
Vice President of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
house was located on a 0.88-acre lot facing Grandin
Road, but it was demolished. Today, the property is part
of the Summit Country Day School campus.

George Hoadley Jr. House, 2337 Grandin Road
Area of Significance: Architecture
Date of Construction: c. 1900

The George Hoadley Jr. house is on a one-acre lot
facing Grandin Road near Corbin Drive. It is the earliest
example of the concrete building tradition that made
Cincinnati architectural firm Elzner & Anderson famous. It
is also an early and sophisticated example of the Mission
Revival style in Cincinnati that became popular in the
early twentieth century.

Lillybanks, 2386 Grandin Road
Area of Significance: Architecture
Date of Construction: 1926

Lilybanks, named for the daylllies planted along
Grandin Road, is a beautiful example of Tudor Revival
style architecture. The house is located on a 1.36-acre
lot that was part of the subdivision of Joseph Longworth’s
Rookwood estate. It stands out from other developments
in the subdivision due to its orientation toward the street
and its distinct air of dignity and privacy.

Peters-Kupferschmid House (Feb 1984)

George Hoadley Jr. House (Sept 1989)

Lillybanks (Sept 1982)
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6 Bernheim House, 195 Green Hills Road
Area of Significance: Architecture
Date of Construction: c. 1912-1913

The Bernheim House on Green Hills Road is a fine
example of the Colonial Revival style in Cincinnati,
characterized by pilasters and Palladian arches. The
original 13-acre parcel was subdivided and became
the Green Hills and Far Hills subdivisions, but the
original character of the Bernheim House remained
preserved.

Bernheim House (Mar 1982)

7 John Henry Weston House, 1321 Michigan Avenue
Area of Significance: Community Development
Date of Construction: 1873

The John Henry Weston House serves as a prime
example ofadaptivereuse.ItlinksHyde Park’ssuburban
past to its present as a more urban community. When
the property was converted in 1917 from a mansion
to six apartments, elements of the original Italianate
style were thoughtfully integrated with modern
architectural styles: Neoclassical, Tudor Revival, and

Craftsman.
John Henry Weston House (Dec 2000)
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La Tosca Flats, 2700 Observatory Avenue
Area of Significance: Architecture
Date of Construction: 1915

The LaTosca Flats on Observatory Avenue are aunique
example of Prairie-style architecture - characterized
by masonry detailing, windows, woodwork, and
mantelpieces - applied to an apartment building. The
six-unit structure also represents a significant period in
the neighborhood’s history including its annexation by
the City of Cincinnati and the expansion of streetcar
lines and utilities.

Hyde Park Methodist Episcopal Church, 1345 Grace
Avenue

Area of Significance: Architecture

Date of Construction: 1927

The Hyde Park Methodist Episcopal Church, known
today as the Hyde Park Community United Methodist
Church, is located at the corner of Grace Avenue
and Observatory Avenue is a distinguished example
of the American Collegiate Gothic Revival style
in Cincinnati. The architectural style is rooted in
permanence and stability while the activities within
are driven by progressive values and an emphasis on
the community.

La Tosca Flats (Mar 1998)

Hyde Park Methodist Episcopal Church
(Mar 2006)
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10 Cincinnati Observatory Building, 3489 Observatory
Place
Area of Significance: Education, Science, and
Architecture
Date of Construction: 1873

The Cincinnati Observatory is notable for its
contributions to the field of American astronomy and
because it was designed by famous Cincinnati-based
architect Samuel Hannaford (1835-1911). Under the
leadership of Paul Herget, the Observatory was the
home of the International Minor Plant Center. It is also
recognized nationally for its contributions to the U.S.
space program and orbit calclutions. The Cincinnati
Observatory is on the National Register of Historic
Places and a National Historic Landmark.

The Cincinnati Observatory (Feb 1997)

11 Observatory Historic District, Located along
Observatory Avenue & Observatory Place
Area of Significance: Architecture and Science
Dates of Construction: 1874-1923

The Observatory Historic District, located directly south
of the Hyde Park East business district, is characterized
by single family homes with diverse architectural
styles. The Cincinnati Observatory serves as the focal
point of this district and boasts many distinctive
construction techniques to reduce vibrations and

optimize astronomical observation. -
Observatory Historic District (Apr 1978)
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In preparing a plan for the future of the Hyde Park community, it is important to understand the existing
population and population trends over time—both Citywide and at the neighborhood level. The following
demographics discussion will summarize key demographics from 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, and 2020 U.S.
Census Bureau data. It should be noted that the analysis relies primarily on data provided by the U.S.
Census Bureau. For the purposes of gathering data, Hyde Park refers to Census Tracts 49, 50, and 51.

POPULATION CHANGE In 2020, Hyde Park’s population was 14,193, a 6%
(1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010, & 2020 Census) increase from 2010, although still below the 1970
population level of 17,220. Approximately 66%, or
two-thirds, of Hyde Park’s current residents moved
to the neighborhood between 2010 and 2020.
While the average age in Hyde Park is 35, most of
the new residents moving in are younger. Of the
new residents who moved to the neighborhood
between 2010 and 2020, around 60% were between
the ages of 20 and 29.

| 66%

- OF RESIDENTS MOVED TO
B tydePark = Cincinna HYDE PARK AFTER 2010

(2016-2020 ACS)
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Almost two-thirds of the housing units in Hyde
Park are owner-occupied, in contrast to the City
as a whole, where about two-thirds of housing
units are renter-occupied. The housing stock also
reflects the history of the neighborhood; around
53% of the housing in Hyde Park was built before
1940.

O HOUSING
53 /O TENURE
OF HOUSING (2020 Census)
BUILT BEFORE I Renter
1940 - Owner

(2016-2020 ACS)

35

AVERAGE AGE IN
HYDE PARK
(2016-2020 ACS)

32

AVERAGE AGE IN
CINCINNATI
(2016-2020 ACS)

40

(2020 Census)

$399,864

HYDE PARK
MEDIAN HOUSING
VALUE

(2016-2020 ACS)

$1,033

HYDE PARK
MEDIAN RENT
(2016-2020 ACS)

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

(2016-2020 ACS)

Less than High - High School - Some College,

School

and Equivalent Associate’s Degree

Bachelor’s Graduate or
Degree Professional Degree
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3% 1% RACE 4% 1%

3% (2020 Census) 3% \ | MEDIAN INCOME
0 \ \ | 'S' 506 O/ (2016-2020 ACS)
4% 6 2
Q.
o Yo, %
4% ® >
’ e 2
@ 47% -
-5
=<
White - Asian
0
85% - Black - Mixed

- Hispanic/Latino - Other*

*American Indian/Alaska Native and Pacific
Islander calculated into Other category

The majority of Hyde Park residents are White, and a little over 80% of residents have at least
a Bachelor’s degree. The neighborhood has a median income over two and a half times

the City’s median income. Higher income levels balance with the neighborhood’s higher

median home values and rental prices, leading to a lower portion of residents considered
housing burdened by HUD standards, or paying more than 30% of their income on housing.

The hope is that the goals and strategies in this plan provide for current residents while also
attracting diverse new neighbors. Promoting a variety of housing types and developing more
non-automotive mobility options are some examples of how Hyde Park can accommodate
present and future residents by creating more opportunities.
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GOALS AND
OBJECTIVES

After analyzing all data received from the maps
and surveys, the Steering Committee determined
four areas of focus and established a working
group for each. The main goals of this plan are
divided among those focus areas:

Quality How We Hyde Park Built
of Life Move Square Environment

G @
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QUALITY OF LIFE

HOW WE MOVE

GOAL1

Create a vibrant
neighborhood where
all people, both
residents and visitors,
feel welcome and
connected.

GOAL 3

Protect the tree
canopy and establish
parks, green spaces,
and recreation areas
and centers that
are accessible, well-
maintained, and
meet the needs of the
community.

GOAL 2

Establish Hyde Park
schools as community
anchors that provide
outstanding educational
opportunities and serve
as a resource for the
entire community.

GOAL4

Maintain Hyde Park
as a neighborhood
that is safe, clean,
and visually
appealing for
residents and visitors.

GOAL 1

Promote pedestrian,

bicycle, and traffic safety.

GOAL 3

Improve public
transportation within
Hyde Park.

GOAL 5

Protect and preserve

the residential streets of

Hyde Park.

GOAL 2

Ensure Wasson Way is

usable, complete, safe,

and neighbor-friendly.

GOAL 4

Promote walkability and

other non-automotive
transportation.

GOAL 6

Plan for future
transportation needs.

44
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HYDE PARK SQUARE

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

GOAL1

Maintain Hyde Park
Square to promote
its aesthetic qualities,
historic characteristics,

GOAL 2

and variety of uses that Encourage a mix of uses
on Hyde Park Square,

serve neighborhood
residents and visitors with an emphasis on

alike. pedestrian-oriented

retail and restaurants.

GOAL 3

Beautify and improve

the streetscape and

infrastructure of Hyde
Park Square.

GOAL 4

Promote events on
the Square that build
community and

enhance commerce.

GOAL1

Preserve Hyde Park’s
residential form.

GOAL 3

Expand community
knowledge of the
Zoning Code and City-
wide development
processes.

GOAL 5

Enforce Zoning,
Building, and Health
code violations in a

timely fashion.

GOAL 2

Promote a range of
housing opportunities
to retain current
residents and attract
new residents at all
stages of life.

GOAL 4

Find opportunities for

the Zoning Code to

better align with this
plan.

Plan Hyde Park
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QUALITY
OF LIFE

Hyde Park is a vibrant and ever-changing community that retains the
cherished characteristics of its historic roots: a safe, peaceful residential
neighborhood with tree-lined streets and a fown square at its center.
Sighature community events and traditions, preservation of the tree canopy
and green spaces, an attractive, functional streetscape that invites people
to gather in the Square, and maintaining key services such as the library,
post office, banks, and strong schools will keep Hyde Park a welcoming and
well-kept place to call home for generations to come. Gateway markers
and flags, streets and sidewalks in good repair, improved signage for public
parking, outdoor dining areas, and the integration of Wasson Way with the
community will encourage visitors to come to Hyde Park to shop, dine, and

play.

Plan Hyde Park 41506



Create a vibrant neighborhood where all people, both residents
and visitors, feel welcome and connected

Strategy 1
Establish and implement a strong neighborhood identity for Hyde Park.

Action Step 1: Create attractive gateways at key traffic and pedestrian portals to
the neighborhood.

Action Step 2: Maintain the flags/banners that identify the Hyde Park Square
business district.

Strategy 2
Capitalize on neighborhood events unique to Hyde Park.

Action Step 1: Market events and activities in creative and comprehensive ways,
using methods to reach all ages, backgrounds, and ethnicities, so that everyone
has information and feels welcome.

Action Step 2: Encourage the creation of additional signature events. Annual events
currently include the Student of the Year Awards for all seven Hyde Park Schools
(May), Hyde Park Blast (June), July 4th Fireworks in Ault Park (July), St. Mary's Church
festival (August), the Hyde Park Art Show (October), Halloween on the Square
(October), the holiday tree lighting (November), and the Farmers’ Market (May —
October).

48
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Strategy 3

Provide ways for residents to stay engaged and involved in the neighborhood.

Action Step 1: Explore options for leveraging neighborhood technology—such as

a community website and wayfinding—to provide information about and to the
community.

Action Step 2: Seek to establish additional community amenities and gathering spaces,

such as an arts center, senior center, playground, dog park, and flexible public seating
areas.

Strategy 4

Promote Hyde Park as a life-span community that offers everything from preschools to senior
residences to support people of all ages.

Action Step 1: Enhance communications with the Eastside Recreation Center, the Public

Library, schools, churches, and other institutions and agencies that serve the various
populations of Hyde Park.

Action Step 2: Encourage programs and events that promote opportunities for different
age groups to interact with each other.

Existing banner in
Hyde Park Square
Plan Hyde Park . -




Establish Hyde Park schools as community anchors that
provide outstanding educational opportunities and serve as
a resource for the entire community.

Strategy 1

Encourage all schools to be more accessible to and connected with the community at
large.

Action Step 1: Promote Community Learning Centers at neighborhood public schools.

Action Step 2: Publicize the community resources available at all Hyde Park schools.
Seek to establish stronger community connections with these schools.

Action Step 3: Encourage other community institutions to collaborate with the schools.

Strategy 2
Support the presence and future growth of the public schools in Hyde Park.

Action Step 1: Preserve the historic main buildings of Hyde Park School and Withrow
High School.

Action Step 2: Collaborate with the Hyde Park School Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) to further enhance the playground and community garden, which serve the
community after school hours.

Action Step 3: Encourage increased community connections with Clark Montessori
School, such as public use of indoor meeting spaces and the grounds.
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Strategy 3

Encourage the establishment of a variety of early learning and childcare options in the
neighborhood.

Action Step 1: Promote awareness of existing preschools to Hyde Park residents, particularly
newcomers.

Action Step 2: Identify locations to establish additional opportunities for early learning
childcare centers and preschoaols.
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Protect the tree canopy and establish parks, green spaces,
and recreation areas and centers that are,accessible, well-
maintained, and meet the needs of thedccommunity.

Strategy 1
Maintain and enhance existing green spaces, encouraging usage and access.

Action Step 1: Collaborate with the Cincinnati Park Board and Cincinnati Recreation
Commission to create opportunities for additional recreational activities and play
equipment in existing green spaces.

Action Step 2: Promote existing Parks Special Use Permit Fee Waiver Policy for non-profit
and community organizations to host public events in parks.

Action Step 3: Maintain recreation equipment and facilities throughout Hyde Park.

Action Step 4: Explore enhanced uses of Madison Park, located at the intersection of
Madison Road and Erie Avenue.

Action Step 5: Explore addifional recreational uses in Police Officer Sonny Kim Park,
including a small stage for live music.

Strategy 2
Explore the potential for new green spaces in Hyde Park.

Action Step 1: Work with the Cincinnati Park Board and Cincinnati Recreation
Commission to identify and create new parks and green spaces in Hyde Park.

Action Step 5: Support the creation of community gardens and determine appropriate
locations.

52
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Strategy 3

Create a plan to identify places where new trees could be planted and the best ways to
maintain existing street trees.

Action Step 1: Promote partnerships with the Cincinnati Park Board’s Division of Urban
Forestry, Hyde Park Neighborhood Council, businesses, developers, property owners,
and nonprofits to plant new trees on public and private property.

Action Step 2: Encourage formation of a Hyde Park Neighborhood Council committee
to work proactively with Urban Forestry to remove and replace dead or dying street
trees.

Action Step 3: Identify locations for additional street trees.

Action Step 4: Support efforts to protect mature trees on private land during tear-
downs and new construction.

Action Step 5: Encourage the addition of street trees with new construction, where
feasible, to promote a better urban canopy.

Strategy 4

Actively work to support the Eastside Recreation Center as a full-service complex that
includes athletic and exercise facilities, multipurpose rooms, and meeting spaces to
adequately serve the community.

Plan Hyde Park

The Cincinnati Park Board’s Division of Urban Forestry oversees
the long-term care and development of Cincinnati’s urban tree

canopy and tree maintenance in the public right-of-way. A Public

Tree Inventory can be found on their website:

www.cincinnati-oh.gov/cincyparks/natural-resources/urban-forestry

~
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Maintain Hyde Park as a neighborhood that is safe, clean,
4 and visually appealing for residents andwisitors.

Strategy 1

Continue to work with Cincinnati Police District 2 and the Cincinnati Fire Department to
better understand issues within the community and increase community safety.

Action Step 1: Request police walking patrols, especially in areas and times of high
pedestrian fraffic.

Action Step 2: Invite representatives of District 2 and Cincinnati Fire Station 46 to
report at the monthly Hyde Park Neighborhood Council meetings.

Strategy 2
Enhance the neighborhood’s unique character with visual improvements.

Action Step 1: Work with appropriate City agencies to remove advertising benches
and replace them with attractive, ad-free metal benches.

Action Step 2: Add ad-free benches in appropriate public areas to provide resting
places for pedestrians.

Action Step 3: Encourage businesses to establish outdoor seating areas, with
adherence to all City regulations.
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Action Step 4: Explore the potential for moving utility lines underground throughout Hyde
Park.

Action Step 5: Explore a special improvement district or similar mechanism to ensure
funding is available to maintain the historic gaslights and other architectural elements of
public space (streetlights, benches, etc.).

Action Step 6: Remove abandoned advertising boxes.

Action Step 7: Encourage additional streetscape improvements such as landscaping,
planters, and public art.

Strategy 3

Enforce existing signage regulations per the Cincinnati Zoning Code and Urban Design Overlay
District (UDOD) guidelines.

Action Step 1: Enforce regulations on the size, type, location, illumination, and animation

of signage (free-standing, those on the building exterior, and those visible through
windows).

Action Step 2: Use the 311 Cincy application to report signs that are illegal or in poor
condition and in need of replacement or removal.
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Action Step 3: Educate business owners/operators about the conditions for the allowable
use of sandwich-board signs and other free-standing signs on the public sidewalk.

Strategy 4
Bring all streets and sidewalks into good condition and establish a maintenance plan.

Action Step 1: Enforce current City policy that holds property owners responsible for
sidewalk repair. Work to establish a more equitable means of funding.

Action Step 2: Periodically assess the condition of the streetscape and coordinate
with the appropriate City departments and funding sources for installation, repair, and
maintenance.

Example of sidewalk in disrepair.
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HOW WE
MOVE

Pedestrian activity has been a defining feature of the Hyde Park community

since its inception. Other modes of transportation have been accommodated

from horse and carriage to trolley to personal vehicles, but street-level walkability

and the person-to-person interaction that it engenders is the foundation of the

durable spirit of the neighborhood. It is a key source of the neghborhood’s

social capital. Retaining and expanding pedestrian activity and adapting it

to make it even more accessible and safe will guide the planning for the next o
generation of mobility in Hyde Park.

While private automobiles will be with us for the foreseeable future, their singular
dominance as a mode of transitis waning. The neighborhood is making room for
bicycles, scooters, more pedestrians, public transit options, and whatever else
the future of transportation holds. The priority of the transportation infrastructure
is to serve the neighborhood. The improvements outlined in this plan will create
an even more vibrant, connected, and engaged community.
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Promote pedestrian, bicycle, and traffic safety.

Strategy 1

Work with Cincinnati Police Department, the Department of Transportation and
Engineering (DOTE), and other City departments to review safety strategies.

Action Step 1: Create awareness of and communicate safety concerns through the
City’s Vision Zero website (www.cincinnati-oh.gov/visionzero).

Action Step 2: Report traffic-related incidents and concerns regarding signalization,
crosswalks, bike facilities, traffic, visibility, and more on the City’s Vision Zero website.

Action Step 3: Assure student safety: establish safe routes to schools; assess traffic
conditions at and around school ingress/egress and where students congregate to
board buses.

Strategy 2
Improve pedestrian crossings.

Action Step 1: Assess the need for and install the best current technology at
critical intersections (including but not limited to Michigan and Observatory, Delta
and Observatory, Madison and Erie, Erie at Clark Montessori School, and at the
crosswalks into the Hyde Park Square park) and those identified on the City’s Vision
Lero website.

Action Step 2: Promote driver awareness of crosswalks with best available strategies
and technologies for crosswalks, and by any other means.

(<} Action Step 3: Educate drivers, cyclists, e-scooter riders, and pedestrians on sharing
ﬁ the road, crosswalk laws, and safety practices.

60

219


www.cincinnati-oh.gov/visionzero

Above: Staff and parent volunteers ensure a safe crossing for Hyde Park School
second graders at the intersection of Edwards Road and Observatory Avenue.

Action Step 4: Enforce the laws regarding yielding to pedestrians in crosswalks and cite offenders.

Strategy 3
Improve traffic safety.
Action Step 1: Expand traffic-calming measures to slow traffic and increase safety.

Action Step 2: Use the best current technology and practices to improve safety at key locations
(see map on Page 62).

Action Step 3: Work with Hyde Park School to improve traffic flow and increase student safety
during school pick-up and drop-off times.

Action Step 4: Enforce driving, parking, and delivery vehicle rules and regulations.

Strategy 4

Evaluate the location and timing of traffic signals throughout Hyde Park as necessary, especially in high
traffic areas.

Action Step 1: Adjust timing and install additional signals as heeded to improve traffic

flow and safety. o
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KEY SAFETY IMPROVEMENT LOCATIONS

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Council proposed the above Traffic and Safety Initiatives to the
(o] Department of Transporation and Engineering in May of 2024.
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Ensure Wasson Way is usable, complete, safe, and neighbor-
friendly.

Strategy 1
Make connections and provide comfort stations along Wasson Way.

Action Step 1: Provide facilities such as drinking fountains and
restrooms, additional benches, trash receptacles, and bike racks at
access points.

Action Step 2: Ensure that trash receptacles are emptied on a
regular basis to control litter and pests.

Access from the Wasson Way
to Rookwood Commons.

Action Step 3: Identify access points on arterial roads to safely
provide greater access to more people.

Action Step 4: Continue to explore connections with other resources
such as neighboring communities, other trails, schools, retail, and
Armleder Park.

A family enjoys Phase 1 of Strategy 2
the Wasson Way.

Ensure the safety and well-being of Wasson Way users and those residing near it.
Action Step 1: Maintain and improve safe crossings.

Action Step 2: Identify and address security concerns of residents and users
of Wasson Way.
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Improve public transportation within Hyde Park.

Strategy 1

Promote awareness of existing Metro routes and services.

Strategy 2

Continue to work with Metro to improve connectivity of Hyde Park to all of Greater
Cincinnati.

Strategy 3

Collaborate to find innovative transit solutions for students and traffic safety at the
beginning and end of the school day.

Strategy 4
Improve transit facilities for transit users.

Action Step 1: Work with Metro to incorporate complete shelters with non-
advertising benches and refuse containers.

Action Step 2: Consider including technology (similar to the signage used at
Government Square) to indicate bus arrival times.

@
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Strategy 5

Coordinate with neighboring communities to provide circulating public transit between
neighborhood business districts within and adjacent to Hyde Park.

Action Step 1: Establish a route that includes Hyde Park Square, Hyde Park East Business
District, Hyde Park Plaza, Mt. Lookout Square, Oakley Square, Oakley Station, and
Rookwood Pavilion.

@
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Promote walkability and other non-automotive
transportation.

Strategy 1
Improve sidewalk safety.

Action Step 1: Identify locations where additional
sidewalks or sidewalk connections are needed.

Action Step 2: Review sidewalks on a scheduled
basis to promote safe conditions; order repair or
replacement as needed.

Action Step 3: Maintain curb cuts in good repair.

Above: Signage indicates
a bike route through

Hyde Park.
Strategy 2 yaerar

Below: Existing bike racks

Encourage bicycling in Hyde Park. in Hyde Park Square.

Action Step 1: Provide designated bike paths, bike
lanes, traffic diverters, and bicycle boulevards to
promote safe and comfortable cycling conditions.

Action Step 2: Explore the potential for the installation
of additional bike sharing locations.

Action Step 3: Provide bike racks throughout the
community, especially in destination areas.
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Protect and preserve the residential streets of Hyde Park.

Strategyl
Minimize non-residential through traffic.

Action Step 1: Develop a task force to explore the dejournalization (removal) of
State Route 561 from Edwards Road, Observatory Avenue (3 blocks), and Linwood
Avenue.

Action Step 2: On residential streets abutting commercial districts, prioritize parking
for residents by use of parking permits or other means, if requested by a majority of
the residents on the street.

Strategy 2

Ensure the neighborhood's needs are reflected in the multi-year street maintenance
schedule.

Action Step 1: Work with the City to understand how the maintenance schedule is
determined.

Strategy 3

Work with Cincinnati Police Department, the Department of Transportation and
Engineering, and delivery services to enforce parking laws, safe stopping, and delivery
practices.

@ Action Step 1: Establish clear delivery zones near high traffic business areas.
68
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Plan for future transportation needs.

Strategy 1
Research and provide infrastructure needs for evolving modes of transportation.
Action Step 1: Identify locations for charging stations for electric vehicles.

Action Step 2: Create passenger pick up and drop off zones in busier, higher density
areas.

@
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City Resources for How We Move

Department of Transportation & Engineering Resource Page
Permits, design guidelines, and revocable street privilege contracts for flags, banners, benches, streateries, planters, and EV

charging stations.

Gateways & Public Spaces
Design capabilities and processes for gateway, wayfinding, identity, historical, and architecural signage and poles.

Street Rehabilitation Program
Overview of the City’s street maintenance schedule and selection process.

Traffic Engineering
Signage in the right-of-way, traffic signal/timing, streetlights, delivery/drop-off zones, and pavement markings. Submit requests via

311 or email traffic.engineering@cincinnati-oh.gov.

311 Cincy
Reporting issues and submitting requests, such as potholes, damaged signs, and sidewalk repair, which can be used for requesting

new sidewalks and repairs.

Sidewalk Safety Program
Information about existing sidewalk repair, property owner responsibilities, and ongoing maintenance.

Traffic Calming Program
A data-driven competitive program for speed humps, cushions, and curb extensions. Streets are idenftified by communty councils;

speed and traffic data is collected, evaluated, ranked, and awarded based on available funding.

Bike Cincy
Learn about bike infrastructure projects (including the Wasson Way trail), request bike racks, and share general feedback and

network requests at www.cincinnati-oh.gov/bikes.

Vision Zero
Learn about traffic calming and complete streets projects, explore crash data, and use the Safety Concern Map to report specific

locations where improvements like crosswalks, fraffic calming, or other safety features may be needed.

Residential Parking
Parking Facilities manages existing residential parking zones, including Hyde Park Zone E. Criteria for creating new residential
parking zones can be found in the Municipal Code.



https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/dote/permits-licenses/dote-resource-page/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/dote/public-spaces-development/public-space/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/dote/street-sidewalk-rehab/street-rehabilitation-program/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/dote/traffic-control-parking/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/ecc/about-ecc/311/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/dote/street-sidewalk-rehab/sidewalk-safety-program/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/dote/safety/traffic-calming/
www.cincinnati-oh.gov/bikes
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/visionzero/
https://cincyezpark.com/on-street-parking/residential-parking-permits/

Plan Hyde Park 71930






HYDE PARK
SQUARE

Before there was Hyde Park, there was “the Square.” Intended by early
developers to be the retail center of the community, the Square also
became the gathering space and heart of the growing Hyde Park
community. In 1900, the iconic Kilgour Fountain was added, and the park
was later raised around it. The mix of businesses has changed significantly in
the last century, but more than 100 retailers, restaurateurs, and professional
service providers still make the Square a magnet destination, and in recent
years new buildings have brought more residents to the Square.

Hyde Park Square is still the heart of the community, a destination that
encourageswalkability and is a major factorin making Hyde Park a desirable
place to live, work, and play. The goals and strategies in this section are
intended to maintain the viability and safety of the Square and its business
district while allowing for thoughtful, supportive development in line with
the Square’s historic character and the Urban Design Overlay District that
protects it.

Plan Hyde Park
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Maintain Hyde Park Square to promote its aesthetic qualities,
historic characteristics, and variety of uses that serve
neighborhood residents and visitors alike.

Strategy 1
Utilize the Urban Design Overlay District (UDOD), the current mechanism to achieve Goal 1.

Action Step 1: Periodically review all properties within the UDOD and the UDOD
boundaries.

Action Step 2: Re-evaluate the inclusion of residential properties within the UDOD.

Action Step 3: Educate existing and future business owners and developers and work
proactively to ensure compliance with the UDOD.

Strategy 2
Consider other means of protecting the aesthetic qualities of Hyde Park Square.

Action Step 1: Explore the possibility of a historic district designation of Hyde Park
Square as identified in the City-Wide Historic Inventory Update IV (2012). (See
Appendix B.)

The Urban Design Overlay District protects and enhances the
physical character of buildings within the district. The regulations
are outlined in Chapter 1437 of the Zoning Code. The Hyde Park

Square Urban Design Plan can be found online:

www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/approved
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Encourage a mix of uses on Hyde Park Square, with an
emphasis on pedestrian-oriented retail and restaurants.

Strategy 1

Work with the DCED neighborhood Development Officer to develop a plan to retain
existing local businesses and recruit retailers and restaurateurs to Hyde Park Square and
encourage a complementary mix of tenants.

Action Step 1: Seek to attract destination or unigue stores or businesses that will draw
customers and thereby help attract and retain other businesses.

Action Step 2: Seek to attract businesses that support Hyde Park as a walkable
neighborhood.

Strategy 2

Promote the existence of the Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) to support
the businesses of Hyde Park Square.

WHERE
IS HYDE
PARK’S
DORA?
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Beautify and improve the streetscape and infrastructure
of Hyde Park Square.

Strategy 1

Pursue redesign options that maximize the available public space for community uses
such as events, gatherings, arts displays, play areas, seating, and outdoor dining.

Action Step 1: Actively research and consider major changes to increase public
space such as exploring the closure of the north side of the square (Erie Avenue) to
vehicular traffic while maintaining two-way traffic on the south side and enlarging
the park area.

Action Step 2: Identify positive and negative impacts of changes to public space in
Hyde Park Square, including, but not limited to:

e The impact on traffic patterns and State Route 561

= Cincinnati Fire Department Access and Emergency Response
= Metro routes

= Parking

= Deliveries

- Stormwater management

= Revenue for Cincinnati Park Board

Action Step 3: Conduct meaningful community engagement with stakeholders on
any redesign to public space in Hyde Park Square.
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Strategy 2: The Hyde Park Square Business Association (HPSBA) and Hyde Park Square
Neighborhood Council (HPNC) will work together to create and implement a maintenance
and improvement plan for Hyde Park Square.

Action Step 1: Upgrade and consider improvements to streetscape elements, including
but not limited to landscaping, lighting, and street furniture.

Plan Hyde Park

ldentify and install appropriate street furniture (parking kiosks, trash receptacles,
benches, and signage).

Optimize Kilgour Fountain and park; work with the Cincinnati Park Board to maintain
plantings and sidewalks in the park, and improve accessibility.

Replace and maintain sidewalks in and around Hyde Park Square.

Consider applying for funds from the Cincinnati Neighborhood Business Districts
United (CNBDU) and other sources for streetscape improvements in and around
Hyde Park Square.

Consider the addition of public art in and around Hyde Park Square.

71936



Promote events on the Square that build community and
enhance commerce.

Strategy 1

To promote the general health of the business district, the Hyde Park Square Business
Association (HPSBA) and Hyde Park Neighborhood Council (HPNC) will continue to review
requests for events that require closing the Square to vehicular traffic and thus impact
access to the businesses.

Action Step 1: HPNC, HPSBA, and organizers of fundraising and for-profit events that
restrict access to the square, such as the Hyde Park Art Show, the Blast, and the
Farmers' Market, shall coordinate to ensure the business community’s fair use of and
access to their properties in compliance with the Municipal Code.

Strategy 2

Hyde Park Square Business Association (HPSBA), Hyde Park Square Neighborhood Councll
(HPNC), and other community organizations and individuals will collaborate on events
that add to the ambiance and quality of life and encourage the public use of the public
square.

Action Step 1: Seek to offer family-friendly events such as Halloween on the Square,
the annual holiday tree lighting event, live music in the Park, outdoor dining events,
popup markets, and more.

Action Step 2: To promote the park in Hyde Park SQuare as the community’s “front
yard” and premiere gathering space, highlight the Cincinnati Park Board's Special
’ \ Use Permit Fee Waiver Policy that waives fees for public events hosted by non-profit
and community organizations.
78 237



Plan Hyde Park 7€53g



80

239

Photo by Steering Committee



BUILT
ENVIRONMENT

Hyde Park’s built environment consists of vibrant business districts and tree-
lined, walkable, residential streets that welcome everyone. Thiscombination
is the result of generations of residents and businesses working together
to create distinctive architecture, supported by vigorous and thoughtful
enforcement of planning, zoning, and building codes to ensure that Hyde
Park’s unique built environment is protected and renewed.

As Hyde Park looks to the future, it seeks to honor its architectural traditions,
use strict enforcement of the zoning and building codes to protect the
boundaries between businesses and residences, and focus onre-investment
consistent with existing zoning so that businesses, residences, and other
neighborhood assets can thrive.
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Preserve Hyde Park’s residential form.

Strategy 1

Ensure that the scale and scope of new development is consistent with the other goals
expressed in this plan such as walkability and quality of life.

Action Step 1: Explore incentives for community amenities when there are large-
scale developments.

Strategy 2

Pursue mechanisms to establish and adopt design standards and encourage their use in
renovations and new construction.

Action Step 1: Develop a Pattern Book for infill buildings (See South Bend, IN as an
example).

Action Step 2: Build a set of recommended design guidelines for new development
and modifications to existing buildings.

Action Step 3: Research appropriate incentives to encourage the use of the
recommended design guidelines for infill, new development, and modifications to
existing buildings.
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Strategy 3

Explore the designation of historic districts within Hyde Park to promote design integrity and
preserve their contribution to Hyde Park’s distinctive aesthetic.

Action Step 1: Review the City-Wide Historic Inventory Update IV (2012) to identify
potential districts and properties for designation. (See Appendix B.)

Action Step 2: Hold community meetings to seek input on potential historic districts and
determine next steps.

Strategy 4

Explore financial or other incentives to encourage reuse and/or restoration of existing residential
buildings instead of teardowns.

New infill construction in progress Four new single-family homes on
on Victoria Lane Menlo Avenue

Plan Hyde Park
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Promote a range of housing opportunities to retain current
residents and attract new residents at all.stages of life.

Strategy 1

Allow for middle housing units (2-, 3-, 4-family, townhomes, and Accessory Dwelling
Units [ADUs]), both renter- and owner-occupied, in specific locations. This could
include smaller single-family homes.

Action Step 1: Encourage the efficient production of high-quality middle
housing in applicable zoning designations.

Action Step 2: Expand the knowledge of and support the implementation of
the City’s ADU policy.

Action Step 3: Identify options for incorporating middle housing through a
community engagement process.

Action Step 4: Implement or develop mechanisms, such as a zoning study,
to monitor new 2-, 3-, and 4-family buildings in Single-Family—Middle Housing
districts and to evaluate impacts on the neighborhood.

Action Step 5: Conduct a zoning study to explore incrementally reducing the
minimum lot size in single-family zoning districts where appropriate to increase
potential for more single-family homes.

Strategy 2
Advocate for flexible policies and programs that allow residents to age in place.

Action Step 1: Allow innovative options for shared senior housing, exploring the
amendment of City occupancy rules as needed.
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Action Step 2: Work with Hamilton County to promote policies that address the impact of

real estate tax escalation on legacy homeowners and fixed-income residents.

Strategy 3

Allow for adaptive reuse of commercial properties into an appropriate residential use.

LEARN
MORE
ABOUT
ADUS AT:

www.cincinnati-
oh.gov/planning/
adus

Plan Hyde Park

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) are secondary housing units

on the same lot as a primary, single-family residence. Think of a
converted space above a garage, an apartment in the basement
or attic of a home, or a small detached “mother-in-law suite” in a
backyard—these are all ADUs.

As of October 2, 2023, ADUs are legal in Cincinnati, with some
regulations and restrictions.

Types of ADUs (Source: AARP)
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Expand community knowledge of the Zoning Code and City-
wide development processes.

Breaking down the Zoning Code and City-wide development processes to be accessible

to the community is a key step in filling the knowledge gap and enabling community
members to be involved effectively.

Strategy 1

Encourage continuous communication between the neighborhood and both City
Planning staff and the DCED neighborhood Development Officer.

Action Step 1: Share contact information on the HPNC website.

Strategy 2

Support the creation of educational materials that inform the community and other City
residents about the Zoning Code and City-wide development processes.

Action Step 1: Update the zoning information on HPNC’s website regularly and
promote its existence.

The current zoning of a site can be found using CAGIS Online. Once
the zoning district is determined, look up the district on Cincinnati’s

Municode site to find the development and land use regulations.

cagis.hamilton-co.org/cagisonline
library.municode.com/oh/cincinnati/codes/code_of_ordinances
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Find opportunities for the Zoning Code to better align with this
plan.

Strategy 1
Identify and resolve zoning anomalies and inconsistencies.

Action Step 1: Support rezoning auto-oriented zoning districts to zones that promote
the pedestrian scale.

Strategy 2

Support efforts to increase green infrastructure and landscaping requirements through
the Zoning Code.
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Enforce Zoning, Building, and Health Code violations in a
timely fashion.

Strategy 1

Establish a property and building maintenance task force to ensure enforcement of
zoning, building, and health code violations.

Strategy 2

Identify properties with unresolved zoning, building, and health code violations and
develop a strategy to effectively enforce those violations.

Action Step 1: Encourage residents to report violations through the City’s 311Cincy
application.
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FUTURE
LAND USE

The Hyde Park Future Land Use Districts and Map are tools for the neighborhood, City, and
developers. Showing how Hyde Park imagines its land use in the coming decades, the map is a
guide to where varying types of residential, commercial, green space, and institutional uses are
envisioned in the neighborhood. Development is encouraged to align with this section’s land
use districts and designations, focused on increasing population and density while preserving

the neighborhood’s historical form, promoting homeownership, and strategically developing its
existing business centers and transition areas to continue building a vibrant neighborhood
where all residents and visitors feel welcome and connected.
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[l FUTURE LAND UsE [

The Future Land Use map serves as a guide for what the Hyde Park neighborhood envisions as their
neighborhood’s future built form. Emphasizing incremental change, the Future Land Use map on the
following page reinforces the residential form of the neighborhood while allowing for additional housing
where appropriate.

It should be recognized that the Future Land Use map is not the legal mechanism for regulating land use
and development—that is the role of the Zoning Code. That said, Future Land Use can be used to influence
future zoning of sites and encourage alignment with the plan.

As noted throughout this plan, preserving the historical character of the Hyde Park neighborhood is an
essential part of the neighborhood’s forward path. The community recognizes that change is inevitable
and that external economic, social, demographic, and political forces will play a role in determining future
land use in Hyde Park. The Hyde Park community desires thoughtful, incremental change that is respectful
of Hyde Park’s character. While Zoning Code amendments under the Connected Communities legislation
allow for middle housing (i.e. two- to four-family units) on all lots in Single Family districts surrounding the
neighborhood business districts, the community wishes to ensure a gradual conversion of single-family
residences to middle housing. Around each distinct neighborhood business district, the neighborhood’s
preference is that Single Family zoning districts with the Middle Housing designation (Limited Mixed Land
Use) be permitted to convert up to an additional 10% of the total lots to middle housing over ten years.
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FUTURE LAND USE

MIXED CORRIDOR
A mix of housing
and commercial
oriented along major
fransportation corridors

#

NEIGHBORHOOD

fq E COMMERCIAL
= , 3 SINGLE-FAMILY Business districts and
rvj Single-family homes nodes focused on
‘ ERAN B B pedestrian access and
GRANDIN RD LIMITED MIXED circulation
freqlomi[;ﬁnfly sin Ieé COMMERCIAL
amily Witn Some 4-, 5-, Commercial areas
i\' and 4-family homes around auto-oriented
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i d | ‘ ’gﬁg gg,ngd%?nci’rrﬁmﬁg fs Institutional resources
PARK EDUCATION
Park space and Schools and education
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IMPLEMENTING
THE PLAN

For a plan to be successful, it has to be used. Plan Hyde Park, in conjunction
with Plan Cincinnati, will be the primary guides for development in Hyde

Park. Implementing the Plan will take effort and conviction, but will
bringthe neighborhood closereachyeartothe future envisioned
by the community.
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[l IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY [

Box indicates High

The following table lays out the preceeding Goals, Strategies, and Action Steps. Key: 5 Priority items
Each Action Step is categorized by its Priority and Effort Level. Relevant partners £ T . . .
and resources are identified to provide a path forward to implementing Plan 5 ] ]
Hyde Park. A Partner/Resource abbreviation key is at the end of the section. o > ..
The list of community partners in this table is not exhaustive, and the community S T—

. LOW HIGH
thanks everyone working for the betterment of Hyde Park. EFFORT

E Goal 1: Create a vibrant neighborhood where all people, both residents and visitors, feel welcome and

m| connected.

LL

@) Strategy 1: Establish and implement a strong neighborhood identity for Hyde Park.

E ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

.

< Create attractive gateways at key fraffic and pedestrian portals to the
8 H neighborhood.

Maintain the flags/banners that identify the Hyde Park Square business district. HPNC, HPNIC

Strategy 2: Capitalize on neighborhood events unique to Hyde Park.

- Market events and activities in creative and comprehensive ways, using methods — [glZN @8 g2 N ISFH@ 2@ o 212720 g2l TN

to reach all ages, backgrounds, and ethnicities, so that everyone has information
and feels welcome.

- Encourage the creation of additional signature events. Annual events currently — [glz\1® " gl=E=fa8

include the Student of the Year Awards for all seven Hyde Park Schools (May),
Hyde Park Blast (June), July 4th Fireworks in Ault Park (July), St. Mary’s Church
festival (August), the Hyde Park Art Show (October), Halloween on the Square
(October), the holiday tree lighting (November), and the Farmers’ Market (May
- October). 255




ACTION STEP
Explore options for leveraging neighborhood technology—such as a community
[ website and wayfinding—to provide information about and to the community.

u
areas.

LU
—
-
LL
O
>
=
4
<
)
o

residences to support people of all ages.

u Enhance communications with the Eastside Recreation Center, the Public Library,
schools, churches, and other institutions and agencies that serve the various
populations of Hyde Park.

Encourage programs and events that promote opportunities for different age
groups to interact with each other.

Seek to establish additional community amenities and gathering spaces, such as
an arts center, senior center, playground, dog park, and flexible public seating

Strategy 3: Provide ways for residents to stay engaged and involved in the neighborhood.

PARTNERS/RESOURCES
HPNC, HPSBA

HPNC, HPNIC, Park Board

Strategy 4: Promote Hyde Park as a life-span community that offers everything from preschools to senior

HPNC, CRC, Library, Schools, Local
Churches

HPNC, CRC, Library, Schools, Local
Churches

opportunities and serve as a resource for the entire community.

Goal 2: Establish Hyde Park schools as community anchors that provide outstanding educational

- Promote Community Learning Centers at neighborhood public schools.

[ | Publicize the community resources available at all Hyde Park schools. Seek to
establish stronger community connections with these schools.

Encourage other community institutions to collaborate with the schools.

Preserve the historic main buildings of Hyde Park School and Withrow High School.

Plan Hyde Park

Strategy 1: Encourage all schools to be more accessible to and connected with the community at large.

HPNC, CPS

HPNC, CPS, CHD

HPNC, CPS

Strategy 2: Support the presence and future growth of the public schools in Hyde Park.

HPNC, CPS, CPA
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QUALITY OF LIFE

ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

- Collaborate with the Hyde Park School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) to further [lgl=N\® JIZCFAl@ @ 2R ESp) (@

enhance the playground and community garden, which serve the community
after school hours.

Encourage increased community connections with Clark Montessori School, such  [lZN @@ 1 lergiicio iR elplol6]!

as public use of indoor meeting spaces and the grounds.

Strategy 3: Encourage the establishment of a variety of early learning and childcare optionsin the neighborhood.

Promote awareness of existing preschools to Hyde Park residents, particularly —[glHN@8 @2k

newcomers.

Identify locations to establish additional opportunities for early learning childcare  [glZ\ @ [sler=1Heiq[Fldel =i s{elflelo] o
centers and preschools. home childcare providers, CPS,

Preschool Promise

Goal 3: Protect the tree canopy and establish parks, green spaces, and recreation areas and centers
that are accessible, well-maintained, and meet the needs of the community.

Strategy 1: Maintain and enhance existing green spaces, encouraging usage and access.

Collaborate with the Cincinnati Park Board and Cincinnati Recreation Commission [z N @@ =ler =i @ 2o rE e
| to create opportunities for additional recreational activities and play equipment
in existing green spaces.

Promote existing Parks Special Use Permit Fee Waiver Policy for non-profit and — [gl# M@ @@ =21 e slefo 16!
community organizations to host public events in parks.

Maintain recreation equipment and facilities throughout Hyde Park. HPNC, CRC, HPS, Park Board

Explore enhanced uses of Madison Park, located at the intersection of Madison  [[glZ\[® == C =612 (0
[} Road and Erie Avenue.

Explore additional recreational uses in Police Officer Sonny Kim Park, including a  [glZN @ == idia =l =16
small stage for live music.
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Strategy 2: Explore the potential for new green spaces in Hyde Park.

ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES
Work with the Cincinnati Park Board and Cincinnati Recreation Commission to [ alZNI&F @@ 22 117e =le =16
identify and create new parks and green spaces in Hyde Park.

- Support the creation of community gardens and determine appropriate locations. | glz\®

Strategy 3: Create a plan to identify places where new trees could be planted and the best ways to maintain
existing street trees.

LLI
—
-
L
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>
=
-
<
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Promote partnerships with the Cincinnati Park Board’s Division of Urban Forestry,  |lg/=\ @3¢/
Hyde Park Neighborhood Council, businesses, developers, property owners, and
nonprofits to plant new trees on public and private property.

Encourage formation of aHyde Park Neighborhood committee to work proactively  [lglZ\\®

| . .
with Urban Forestry to remove and replace dead or dying street trees.
Identify locations for additional street trees. HPNC, UF
|
- Support efforts to protect mature trees on private land during tear-downs and [ gl=\[@ 102

new construction.

Encourage the addition of street trees with new construction, where feasible, to HPNC, DOTE UF
[ promote a better urban canopy.

Strategy 4: Actively work to support the Eastside Recreation Center as a full-service complex that includes
athletic and exercise facilities, multipurpose rooms, and meeting spaces to adequately serve the community.

Actively work to support the Eastside Recreation Center as a full-service complex [ gl @@= S0A @ 015101810113
that includes athletic and exercise facilities, multipurpose rooms, and meeting  [Zelllilele:®
spaces to adequately serve the community.

Goal 4: Maintain Hyde Park as a neighborhood that is safe, clean, and visually appealing for residents
and visitors.

Strategy 1. Continue to work with Cincinnati Police District 2 and the Cincinnati Fire Department to better
understand issues within the community and increase community safety.

Plan Hyde Park
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ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

LU
— Request police walking patrols, especially in areas and times of high pedestrian HPNC, CPD
: ] fraffic.
O Invite representatives of District 2 and Cincinnati Fire Station 46 to report at the — [[pl#N & @I SiiciBIio =il
E monthly Hyde Park Neighborhood Council meetings.
. . . e .
< Strategy 2: Enhance the neighborhood’s unique character with visual improvements.
8, - Work with appropriate City agencies to remove advertising benches and replace  [lgl#\|@  BION= V=10
them with attractive, ad-free metal benches.
Add ad-free benches in appropriate public areas to provide resting places for  [|g/#\[@EBIGNI= Y| S12{0)
[ pedestrians.
Encourage businesses to establish outdoor seating areas, with adherence to all  [[g/#N & 5 FE1E7AT 121527 A8
City regulations.
Explore the potential for moving utility lines underground throughout Hyde Park. HPNC, HPNIC, Duke Energy, DOTE
|

Explore a special improvement district or similar mechanism to ensure funding is  |[lp/#\\ & @270 BIO))=
[ available to maintain the historic gaslights and other architectural elements of
public space (streetlights, benches, etc.).

Remove abandoned advertising boxes. HPNC, HPDBA, HPEBA, B&l
|

Encourage additional streetscape improvements such as landscaping, planters, [gl# @8 S ISNIGEBIONI= pIeED,
[ and public art.

Strategy 3: Enforce existing signage regulations per the Cincinnati Zoning Code and Urban Design Overlay
District (UDOD) guidelines.

| Enforce regulations on the size, type, location, illumination, and animation of [l @5 o282 A8 o122 STAe Sfd|
sighage (free-standing, those on the building exterior and those visible through
windows).

Use the 311 Cincy application to report signs that are illegal or in poor condition — [alZ @ BIOA=HET o) [[ers]=laV[el= 1BI@]E) =
and in need of replacement or removal. (Zoning)
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ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

Educate business owners/operators about the conditions for the allowable use of  [[g/#N & g |FE1=7A0 g == AT =Tl BIea] =
sandwich-board signs and other free-standing signs on the public sidewalk.

Strategy 4: Bring all streets and sidewalks into good condition and establish a maintenance plan.

Enforce current City policy that holds property owners responsible for sidewalk [gl=\l& pIO)=
repair. Work to establish a more equitable means of funding.

Periodically assess the condition of the streetscape and coordinate with the  Jglz\® pIONI=
appropriate City departments and funding sources for installation, repair, and
maintenance.

LLl
—
-
LL
O
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=
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Goal 1: Promote pedestrian, bicycle, and traffic safety.

Strategy 1: Work with Cincinnati Police Department, the Department of Transportation and Engineering (DOTE),
and other City departments to review safety strategies.

ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

Create awareness of and communicate safety concerns through the City’s Vision  falgN(@ble1)=
Zero website (www.cincinnati-oh.gov/visionzero).

HOW WE MOVE

[ | Report traffic-related incidents and concerns regarding signalization, crosswalks, — EaldNOMEH e (SIS
bike facilities, traffic, visibility, and more on the City's Vision Zero website.

[ | Assure student safety: establish safe routes to schools; assess traffic conditions — IgldN@MBIOXI=Telgele]
at and around school ingress/egress and where students congregate to board
buses.

Strategy 2: Improve pedestrian crossings.

H| Assessthe need for and install the best current technology at critical intersections gl (@&Sbl@)]=
(including but not limited to Michigan and Observatory, Delta and Observatory,
Madison and Erie, Erie at Clark Montessori School, and at the crosswalks into the
Hyde Park Square park) and those identified on the City’s Vision Zero website.

Promote driver awareness of crosswalks with best available strategies and [aldN\(OMbIe)|=
technologies for crosswalks, and by any other means.
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HOW WE MOVE

ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

| Educate drivers, cyclists, e-scooter riders, and pedestrians on sharing the road, [falENOM®OIUN
crosswalk laws, and safety practices.

- Enforce the laws regarding yielding to pedestrians in crosswalks and cite offenders.  lx\(&F®{z{p)
Strategy 3: Improve fraffic safety.
- Expand traffic-calming measures to slow traffic and increase safety. HPNC, DOTE

Use the best current technology and practices to improve safety at key locations  JglHN(@Hbl@)|=
(see map on Page 62).

[ | Work with Hyde Park School to improve traffic flow and increase student safety Ll GBIONI=AN 5|28
during school pick-up and drop-off times.

= Enforce driving, parking, and delivery vehicle rules and regulations. HPNC, CPD

Strategy 4: Evaluate the location and timing of traffic signals throughout Hyde Park as necessary, especially in
high traffic areas.

Adjust fiming and install additional signals as needed to improve traffic flow and  fglEN@MbIe))=
safety.

Goal 2: Ensure Wasson Way is usable, complete, safe, and neighbor-friendly.

Strategy 1: Make connections and provide comfort stations along Wasson Way.

Provide facilities such as drinking fountains and restrooms, additional benches, HPNC, WW

| . .
trash receptacles, and bike racks at access points.

Ensure that trash receptacles are emptied on a regular basis to control litter and HPNC, WW
pests.

Identify access points on arterial roads to safely provide greater access to more  [algNORIAARNIO)]3
people.

Continue to explore connections with other resources such as neighboring [l NG
communities, other trails, schools, retail, and Armleder Park.
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Strategy 2: Ensure the safety and well-being of Wasson Way users and those residing neatr it.
ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

Maintain and improve safe crossings. HPNC, WW, DOTE

Identify and address security concerns of residents and users of Wasson Way. HPNC, WW, CPD

HOW WE MOVE

Goal 3: Improve public transportation within Hyde Park.

Strategy 1: Promote awareness of existing Metro routes and services.

Promote awareness of existing Metro routes and services. HPNC, METRO

Strategy 2: Continue to work with Metro to improve connectivity of Hyde Park to all of Greater Cincinnati.

Continue to work with Metro to improve connectivity of Hyde Park to all of Greater  JglEN@HN\Y/SIx{®)
Cincinnati.

Strategy 3: Collaborate to find innovative transit solutions for students and traffic safety at the beginning and
end of the school day.

Collaborate to find innovative transit solutions for students and fraffic safety at the  [glENOMG I/ S13{0)
beginning and end of the school day.

Strategy 4: Improve transit facilities for transit users.

Work with Metro to incorporate complete shelters with non-advertising benches  JgledNER\/ISIXNe;
and refuse containers.

Considerincluding technology (similar to the signage used at Government Square)  JgldNORVIS1X6®;
to indicate bus arrival times.

Strategy 5: Coordinate with neighboring communities to provide circulating public transit between neighborhood
business districts within and adjacent to Hyde Park.

Establish a route that includes Hyde Park Square, Hyde Park East Business District,  LaleN (OS5 [2517AW 5 |2 ==V AW @320

Hyde Park Plaza, Mt. Lookout Square, Oakley Square, Oakley Station, and EOELUSYACIalo R\ e]V]gl R Kele] (e]l]:
Rookwood Pavilion. Community Councils
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HOW WE MOVE

Goal 4: Promote walkability and other non-automotive transportation.

Strategy 1. Improve sidewalk safety.
ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

Identify locations where additional sidewalks or sidewalk connections are needed.  Jgld\i®

Review sidewalks on a scheduled basis to promote safe conditions; order repair  Jald N84
] or replacement as needed.

Maintain curb cuts in good repair. HPNC, B&l

Strategy 2: Encourage bicycling in Hyde Park.

Provide designated bike paths, bike lanes, traffic diverters, and bicycle boulevards  IaldN@bl@)]=
to promote safe and comfortable cycling conditions.

Explore the potential for the installation of additional bike sharing locations. HPNC

Provide bike racks throughout the community, especially in destination areas. HPNC, DOTE

Goal 5: Protect and preserve the residential streets of Hyde Park.

Strategy 1: Minimize non-residential through traffic.

| Develop a task force to explore the dejournalization (removal) of State Route 561 [zl (OHNPIOXI=NNN©15]® ) NN 5 F-g1]] (o))
from Edwards Road, Observatory Avenue (3 blocks), and Linwood Avenue. County Engineer

On residential streets abutting commercial districts, prioritize parking for residents  [gleNORBIONI == (o [STh]
by use of parking permits or other means, if requested by a majority of the residents
on the street.

Strategy 2: Ensure the neighborhood’s needs are reflected in the multi-year street maintenance schedule.

Work with the City to understand how the maintenance schedule is determined. HPNC, DOTE
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Strategy 3: Work with Cincinnati Police Department, the Department of Transportation and Engineering, and

delivery services to enforce parking laws, safe stopping, and delivery practices.
ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES
Establish clear delivery zones near high traffic business areas.

Goal 6: Plan for future transportation needs.

HOW WE MOVE

Strategy 1: Research and provide infrastructure needs for evolving modes of transportation.

Identify locations for charging stations for electric vehicles. HPNC, HPSBA, OES

Create passenger pick up and drop off zones in busier, higher density areas. HPNC, HPSBA, HPEBA, DOTE

Goal 1: Maintain Hyde Park Square to promote its aesthetic qualities, historic characteristics, and variety
of uses that serve neighborhood residents and visitors alike.

Strategy 1: Utilize the Urban Design Overlay District (UDOD), the current mechanism to achieve Goal 1.
ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES
Periodically review all properties within the UDOD and the UDOD boundaries. HPNC, HPSBA

Re-evaluate the inclusion of residential properties within the UDOD. HPNC, HPSBA
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Educate existing and future business owners and developers and work proactively  [algNORgIZNI=7
to ensure compliance with the UDOD.

Strategy 2: Consider other means of protecting the aesthetic qualities of Hyde Park Square.

Explore the possibility of a historic district designation of Hyde Park Square as [l N(OR e[\ (O 5[]V AWMI G172
identified in the City-Wide Historic Inventory Update IV (2012). (See Appendix B.)

Goal 2: Encourage a mix of uses on Hyde Park Square, with an emphasis on pedestrian-oriented retail and
restaurants.
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tenants.

HYDE PARK SQUARE

ACTION STEP

Strategy 1: Work with the DCED neighborhood Development Officer to develop a plan to retain existing local
businesses, recruit retailers and restaurateurs to Hyde Park Square, and encourage a complementary mix of

PARTNERS/RESOURCES

Seek to attract destination or unique stores or businesses that will draw customers  LalsNOH g (127N D] @4={p)

and thereby help attract and retain other businesses.

Seek to attract businesses that support Hyde Park as a walkable neighborhood.

of Hyde Park Square.

Promote the existence of the Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) to
support the businesses of Hyde Park Square.

HPNC, HPSBA, DCED

Strategy 2: Promote the existence of the Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) to support the businesses

HPNC, DCED

Goal 3: Beautify and improve the streetscape and infrastructure of Hyde Park Square.

Square.
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Actively research and consider major changes to increase public space such as
exploring the closure of the north side of the square (Erie Avenue) to vehicular
traffic while maintaining two-way traffic on the south side and enlarging the park
area.

Identify positive and negative impacts of changes to public space in Hyde Park
Square, including, but not limited to: The impact on traffic patterns and State
Route 561; Cincinnati Fire Department Access and Emergency Response; Metro
routes; Parking; Deliveries; Stormwater management; Revenue for Cincinnati Park
Board.

Conduct meaningful community engagement with stakeholders on any redesign
to public space in Hyde Park Square.

Strategy 1: Pursue redesign options that maximize the available public space for community uses such as events,
gatherings, arts displays, play areas, seating, and outdoor dining.

HPNC, HPNIC, HPSBA, DOTE, Park

Board

HPNC, HPNIC, HPSBA, DOTE, Park
Board

Strategy 2: The Hyde Park Square Business Association (HPSBA) and Hyde Park Square Neighborhood Council
(HPNC) will work together to create and implement a maintenance and improvement plan for Hyde Park
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HYDE PARK SQUARE

ACTION STEP

Upgrade and consider improvements to streetscape elements, including but
not limited to landscaping, lighting, and street furniture. (Identify and install
appropriate street furniture (parking kiosks, trash receptacles, benches, and
signage). Optimize Kilgour Fountain and park; work with the Cincinnati Park Board
to upgrade plantings and sidewalks in the park, and improve accessibility. Replace
and maintain sidewalks in and around Hyde Park Square. Consider applying for
funds from the Cincinnati Neighborhood Business Districts United (CNBDU) and
other sources for streetscape improvements in and around Hyde Park Square.
Consider the addition of public art in and around Hyde Park Square.

PARTNERS/RESOURCES

HPNC, HPSBA, HPNIC, Park Board

Goal 4: Promote events on the Square that build community and enhance commerce.

Plan Hyde Park

HPNC, HPSBA, and organizers of fundraising and for-profit events that restrict
access to the square, such as the Hyde Park Art Show, the Blast, and the Farmers’
Market, shall coordinate to ensure the business community’s fair use of and access
to their properties in compliance with the Municipal Code.

Seek to offer family-friendly events such as Halloween on the Square, the annual
holiday tree lighting event, live music in the Park, outdoor dining events, popup
markets, and more.

To promote the park in Hyde Park Square as the community’s “front yard” and
premiere gathering space, highlight the Cincinnati Park Board's Special Use
Permit Fee Waiver Policy that waives fees for public events hosted by non-profit
and community organizations.

Strategy 1: To promote the general health of the business district, the Hyde Park Square Business Association
(HPSBA) and Hyde Park Neighborhood Council (HPNC) will continue to review requests for events that require
closing the Square to vehicular traffic and thus impact access fo the businesses.

HPNC, HPSBA

Strategy 2: Hyde Park Square Business Association (HPSBA), Hyde Park Square Neighborhood Council (HPNC),
and other community organizations and individuals will collaborate on events that add to the ambiance and
quality of life and encourage the public use of the public square.

HPNC, HPSBA

HPNC, HPSBA, Park Board
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Goal 1: Preserve Hyde Park’s residential form.

Strategy 1. Ensure that the scale and scope of new development is consistent with the other goals expressed in
this plan such as walkability and quality of life.
ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

| Explore incentives for community amenities when there are large-scale Jgl#\i®

developments.

Strategy 2: Pursue mechanisms to establish and adopt design standards and encourage their use in renovations
and new construction.

| Develop a Pattern Book for infill buildings (See South Bend, IN as an example). HPNC, DCED, B&l, DCPE (Zoning)
- Build a set of recommended design guidelines for new development and |[[gl\®

modifications to existing buildings.

- Research appropriate incentives to encourage the use of the recommended HPNC, HPNIC

design guidelines for infill, new development, and modifications to existing
buildings.

Strategy 3: Explore the designation of historic districts within Hyde Park to promote design integrity and preserve
their contribution to Hyde Park’s distinctive aesthetic.

. Review the City-Wide Historic Inventory Update IV (2011) to identify potential  [|glz\ @S @1=VN

districts and properties for designation. (See Appendix B.)

Hold community meetings to seek input on potential historic districts and determine  [{glz\\®

B nextsteps.

Strategy 4: Explore financial or other incentives to encourage reuse and/or restoration of existing residential
buildings instead of teardowns.

[ | Explore financial or other incentives to encourage reuse and/or restoration of  [glsNl@FNBI@1={p)

existing residential buildings instead of teardowns.

Goal 2: Promote a range of housing opportunities to retain current residents and attract new residents at
all stages of life.
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Strategy 1. Allow for middle housing units (2-, 3-, 4-family, townhomes, and Accessory Dwelling Units [ADUs]),
both renter- and owner-occupied, in specific locations. This could include smaller single-family homes.

ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

Encourage the efficient production of high-quality middle housing in applicable  LaldN@SPIS= DA =T
zoning designations.

Expand the knowledge of and support the implementation of the City’s ADU g2\ & HbI&1=Ipp®]==
policy.

Identify options for incorporating middle housing through a community [elENee123
engagement process.

Develop mechanisms, such as a zoning study, to monitor new 2-, 3-, and 4-family  [glEN\ @ BIe=I SN @2IpJATH =T
buildings in Single-Family--Middle Housing districts and to evaluate impacts on the
neighborhood.

Conduct a zoning study to explore incrementally reducing the minimum lot size gl N (@FpI®1=1=
in single-family zoning districts where appropriate to increase potential for more
single-family homes.

Strategy 2: Advocate for flexible policies and programs that allow residents to age in place.

Allow innovative options for shared senior housing, exploring the amendment of  JglgN@NPISIZISR 1A
City occupancy rules as needed.

Work with Hamilton County to promote polices that address the impact of real  JglEN (@S Ae] X & [alellglaF= 11
estate tax escalation on legacy homeowners and fixed-income residents.

Strategy 3: Allow for adaptive reuse of commercial properties into an appropriate residential use.

Allow for adaptive reuse of commercial properties into an appropriate residential  Jgls\ (@ pI&21=
use.

Goal 3: Expand community knowledge of the Zoning Code and City-wide development processes.

Plan Hyde Park

Strategy 1: Encourage continuous communication between the neighborhood and both City Planning staff
and the DCED neighborhood Development Officer.

Share contact information on the HPNC website. HPNC
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Strategy 2: Support the creation of educational materials that inform the community and other City residents
about the Zoning Code and City-wide development processes.
ACTION STEP PARTNERS/RESOURCES

Update the zoning information on HPNC’s website regularly and promote its  Hgl\i®
existence.

Goal 4: Amend and enforce the existing Zoning Code to better align with this plan.

Strategy 1: Identify and resolve zoning anomalies and inconsistencies.
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| Support rezoning auto-oriented zoning districts to zones that promote the HPNC
pedestrian scale.

Strategy 2: Support efforts to increase green infrastructure and landscaping requirements through the zoning
code.

Support efforts to increase green infrastructure and landscaping requirements  RalEN (@S Be4213
through the zoning code.

Goal 5: Enforce Zoning, Building, and Health code violations in a fimely fashion.

Strategy 1: Establish a property and building maintenance task force to ensure enforcement of zoning, building,
and health code violations.

[ | Establish a property and building maintenance task force to ensure enforcement  JglN ORI @ |b;
of zoning, building, and health code violations.

Strategy 2. Identify properties with unresolved zoning, building, and health code violations and develop a
strategy to effectively enforce those violations.

= Encourage residents to report violations through the City’s 311Cincy application. HPNC
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Partner/Resource Abbreviation Codes

City of Cincinnati, Department of Buildings

i and Inspections

CHD Cincinnati Health Department

CPA Cincinnati Preservation Association

CPD Cincinnati Police Department

CPS Cincinnati Public Schools

Cincinnati Public Schools Local

CPSLSDMC  school Decision Making Committee

City of Cincinnati, Cincinnati Recreation

R Commission

City of Cincinnati, Department of

DCAD Community and Economic Development

Plan Hyde Park

City of Cincinnati, Department of

DICirE City Planning and Engagement
City of Cincinnati, Department of
DOTE . . }
Transportation and Engineering
HCB City of Cincinnati,
Historic Conservation Board
HPS Cincinnati Public Schools,
Hyde Park School
HPEBA Hyde Park East

Business Association

HPNC Hyde Park Neighborhood Council

Hyde Park Neighborhood

~ERIE Improvement Corporation

Hyde Park Square

AP Business Association

Southwest Ohio’s

0 EURS) Fixed-Route Bus Service

ODOT Ohio Department of Transportation

City of Cincinnati, Office of

O Environment and Sustainability

Southwest Ohio Regional

OIS Transit Authority

UF City of Cincinnati, Urban Forestry

WW' Wasson Way

1115509
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Hyde Park Potential Historic Districts
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Honorable City Planning Commission ITEM 3
Cincinnati, Ohio March 6, 2026

SUBJECT: A report and recommendation on the proposed neighborhood plan, Plan Hyde Park, as the Hyde Park
neighborhood’s guiding comprehensive plan document.

EXHIBITS:
Provided in addition to this report are the following exhibits:
e Exhibit A Plan Hyde Park

BACKGROUND:

The Department of City Planning and Engagement, along with the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council (HPNC),
Plan Hyde Park Steering Committee, and community members, is pleased to share the result of a multi-year
planning effort to create the first neighborhood-wide plan for Hyde Park since 1983.

The purpose of this neighborhood plan is to establish the direction for the community, update it to 2026, and to
plan out the next ten-to-fifteen years for the neighborhood. This plan documents Hyde Park’s vision for the future
while focusing on four theme areas: Quality of Life, How We Move, Hyde Park Square, and Built Environment.

Neighborhood plans are crucial for residents to have a concrete vision of their neighborhood which may be used
to reference and guide the future of their community. The plans make it easier to obtain grants or other funds for
recommendations within their plan. Lastly, plans identify the direction the community wishes to proceed
regarding future development and other initiatives.

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING PROCESS & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:
The Plan Hyde Park planning process consisted of a nearly nine-year community-led process. The extended

timeline was largely due to COVID interruptions and subsequent changes to the neighborhood that necessitated
updates to the draft goals and strategies. The Hyde Park Neighborhood Council requested a neighborhood plan
from the Department of City Planning and Engagement through the Community Budget Request Process.

The kickoff meeting for Plan Hyde Park was held in June of 2017 at Clark Montessori school. A Community
Survey was also circulated. In addition to the kickoff meeting, Steering Committee members held various
“meeting in an envelope” sessions with community members around the neighborhood. Taking the information
and insights gathered from the kickoff meeting, survey, and Steering Committee-led sessions, the Steering
Committee held a series of public sessions from September of 2017 to September of 2018 to draft goals, strategies,
and action steps. A public Open House meeting to gather feedback about the draft goals, strategies, and action
steps was held in September of 2018, followed by refinement. After a year of crafting the plan document, the draft
plan was presented to the community in January of 2020. In Spring of 2020, the plan process was paused due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

After taking time to get reacquainted with the plan, the Steering Committee and City needed to update the goals
and strategies to reflect changes to the neighborhood, including the completion of the portion of Wasson Way
within Hyde Park and the adoption of new zoning designations. An updated draft of the document was presented
to the community at a public meeting in April of 2025. Community members were largely in agreement with the
goals and strategies presented, though there were many questions and comments regarding the proposed Future
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Land Use recommendations. The Steering Committee took time to diligently work through public comments. The
final draft plan was posted online on January 12, 2026, and solicited additional feedback, which was also
incorporated into the plan where appropriate.

The plan document was presented to the Hyde Park Neighborhood Council at their regular meeting on February
10, 2026. The Hyde Park Neighborhood Council reviewed and voted to approve the plan, with one abstention.

PLAN OVERVIEW:
The neighborhood plan consists of 118 pages of detailed recommendations and goals curated carefully and
thoughtfully by the Steering Committee and community. This document outlines the neighborhood’s rich history,

existing conditions, goals and strategies, and implementation plan. This plan, created through the community-led
process, will guide Hyde Park for future policy and development recommendations, investment and programming
decisions, identification of key aspects for safe and viable connections, business-promotion, and community
engagement.

History and Past Plans

In addition to the last comprehensive plan completed for the Hyde Park neighborhood in 1983, three other plans
have been completed for the neighborhood. This section outlines the goals of these previous plans, with each plan
reflecting the time in which they were created. The first, Hyde Park Plan, was adopted in 1983. This plan
attempted to maintain a harmonious balance between the Hyde Park Square Business District and the surrounding
residential areas, focusing on smooth transitions from commercial, to multi-family, to single-family uses. In 1984,
the Hyde Park Square Neighborhood Business District Urban Design Plan was adopted, providing a systematic
approach to guide development in Hyde Park Square. A study of the Hyde Park East business district, named the
Hyde Park East Neighborhood Business District Plan, was completed in 1997. Following the study, the
community requested the Hyde Park East Master Plan, completed in 2016. Both plans focused on creating a
healthy, walkable neighborhood business district with its own distinct identity.

Existing Conditions

To understand how to put the community’s intentions to work, it’s important to understand the current state of the
neighborhood. This section of the plan outlines the most recent data for neighborhood census data, household
income, educational attainment, housing stock and age of development, natural features and topography, street
network and connectivity, neighborhood assets, and existing land use and zoning.

Theme Areas and Goals, Strategies, and Action Steps
The following section outlines the goal areas of the Hyde Park community, organized into four theme areas:

Quality of Life

The main objectives of this theme area include creating a vibrant neighborhood with a strong identity and
expanding opportunities for community interaction, promoting Hyde Park schools, and maintaining and
enhancing the existing tree canopy and green spaces.

How We Move

The main objectives of this theme area include promoting pedestrian, bicycle, and traffic safety, especially
along Wasson Way and around key safety improvement locations, as identified in the proposed plan (p.

279



62). Improving public transportation, preserving residential streets, and planning for future transportation
needs—including passenger pick up and drop off zones—are also included.

Hyde Park Square

The main objectives of this theme area include promoting and maintaining Hyde Park Square’s aesthetic
and historic qualities, focusing on the existing Urban Design Overlay District, encouraging a mix of uses
to support Hyde Park as a walkable neighborhood, and coordinating events on the Square.

Built Environment

The main objectives of this theme area include enforcing or amending the Zoning Code to align with other
goals expressed in the plan, such as walkability and quality of life; implementing mechanisms to
encourage new development to adhere to the existing community aesthetic; and promoting a range of
housing opportunities for all stages of life.

Future Land Use

Future land use is important for neighborhoods, and the City as a whole, because it is integral to building and
managing the future of properties and vacant land. In the Future Land Use section, Hyde Park outlines a vision
for the neighborhood’s growth and development, balancing the preservation of its residential character with
opportunities for strategic development. The map (p. 93) reflects the goals of keeping commercial uses in existing
commercial districts for targeted investment and expanding housing diversity to meet the needs of current and
future residents while maintaining the residential form of the neighborhood.

Implementation Plan
The implementation plan consists of charts for each of the four theme areas. The charts provide the following
information on each action step within the plan’s strategies and goals:

e Priority Level: The priority level was determined by the Steering Committee in collaboration with City
staff.

o Effort Level: The effort level was determined by the Steering Committee in collaboration with City staff.

e Potential Partners: This identifies additional organizations that could assist in the completion of action
steps such as City Departments, Cincinnati Public Schools, Cincinnati Recreation Commission, and the
many other community agencies and organizations who support the community now to expand and renew
their work in Hyde Park.

CONSISTENCY WITH PLAN CINCINNATI (2012):
Plan Hyde Park is constructed upon and consistent with the comprehensive plan for the City of Cincinnati, Plan

Cincinnati, that was adopted by City Council in 2012. The plan is consistent with all five Initiative Areas of Plan
Cincinnati—Compete, Connect, Live, Sustain, and Collaborate. These Initiative Areas align with the Guiding
Policy Principles by increasing our population, building on our assets, becoming recognized, being aggressive
and strategic in future growth and development, and developing a culture of health embodied by thriving residents

(p. 74).

Compete Initiative Area

The proposed plan is consistent with Plan Cincinnati Compete goal to “Cultivate our position as the most

vibrant and economically healthiest part of our region” (p. 114) and the strategy to “Target investment to
280



geographic areas where there is already economic activity” (p. 115). One of the community priorities
identified in Plan Hyde Park is to “promote commercial development in existing commercial areas” (p.
6), which substantially complies with the Compete Initiative Area.

Connect Initiative Area

The proposed plan is consistent with Plan Cincinnati Connect goal to “Develop an efficient multi-modal
transportation system that supports neighborhood livability” (p. 129) and the strategies to “Expand options
for non-automotive travel” (p. 130) and to “Plan, design and implement a safe and sustainable
transportation system” (p. 135). The How We Move theme area in Plan Hyde Park substantially complies
with the goals of the Connect Initiative Area.

Live Initiative Area

The proposed plan is consistent with Plan Cincinnati Live goals to “Build a robust public life” (p. 149),
to “Create a more livable community” (p. 156), and to “Provide a full spectrum of housing options, and
improve housing quality and affordability” (p. 164) as well as the strategies to “Develop and maintain
inviting and engaging public spaces to encourage social interaction between different types of people” (p.
150), to “Become more walkable” (p. 157), and to “Offer housing options of varied sizes and types for
residents at all stages of life” (p. 169). Goals in the Quality of Life and Built Environment theme areas of
Plan Hyde Park substantially comply with the Live Initiative Area, especially the Built Environment goal
to “Promote a range of housing opportunities to retain current residents and attract new residents at all
stages of life” (p. 84).

Sustain Initiative Area

The proposed plan is consistent with Plan Cincinnati Sustain goal to “Preserve our natural and built
environment” (p. 193) and the strategies to “Protect out natural resources” (p. 194) and to “Preserve our
built history” (p. 197). The Plan Hyde Park Built Environment goal to “Preserve Hyde Park’s residential
form” (p. 82) and the strategy to “Explore the designation of historic districts within Hyde Park to promote
design integrity and preserve their contribution to Hyde Park’s distinctive aesthetic” (p. 83) substantially
comply with the Sustain Initiative Area.

Collaborate Initiative Area

The proposed plan is consistent with Plan Cincinnati Collaborate goal to “Work in synergy with the
Cincinnati community” (p. 209) and the strategy to “Unite our communities” (p. 210). The Quality of Life
theme area, especially the goal to “Create a vibrant neighborhood where all people, both residents and
visitors, feel welcome and connected” (p. 48), substantially complies with the Collaborate Initiative Area.

ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL
The proposed plan was reviewed by City departments. An interdepartmental meeting was held on March 20, 2025.
Departments were asked to pay special attention to the Implementation section of the plan. No objections were

raised; some departments provided additional resources to be included in the plan document.

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Department of City Planning and Engagement (DCPE) would like to specifically acknowledge the Steering
Committee members who volunteered countless hours and for whom DCPE is grateful for their time, effort, and

expertise, specifically: Janet Buening, Couper Gardiner, Kathryn Gibbons, Dave Hapner, Scott Hassell, Anthony
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Isaacs, Stan Kittle, Norm Lewis, Dick Males, Sean McGrory, Andy Scarpitti, and Lori Wellinghoff. DCPE also
extends special thanks to the Hyde Park Community United Methodist Church, Clark Montessori School, and
Eastside Recreation Center for hosting regular steering committee meetings and various public meetings
throughout the plan process.

RECOMMENDATION:
The staff of the Department of City Planning and Engagement recommends that the City Planning Commission
take the following action:

APPROVE the proposed neighborhood plan, Plan Hyde Park, as the Hyde Park neighborhood’s guiding
comprehensive plan document.

Respectfully submitted: Approved:
Emily Burns, AICP, City Planner Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director
Department of City Planning & Engagement Department of City Planning & Engagement
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CINCINNATI ‘L

CITYPLANNING &
ENGAGEMENT

March 18th, 2026

Cincinnati City Council
Council Chambers, City Hall
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Members of Council:

We are transmitting herewith a Resolution captioned as follows:

APPROVING Plan Hyde Park as the planning guide for the Hyde Park
neighborhood.

Summary:
The Department of City Planning and Engagement, along with the Hyde Park Neighborhood

Council, Plan Hyde Park Steering Committee, and community members, propose Plan Hyde Park
as the Hyde Park neighborhood’s comprehensive plan document. Neighborhood plans are crucial for
residents to have a concrete vision of their neighborhood which may be used to reference and guide
the future of the community. The plan makes it easier to obtain grants or other funds for
recommendations within the plan. Lastly, the plan identifies the direction the community wishes to
proceed regarding future development and other initiatives. This plan documents Hyde Park’s vision
for the future while focusing on four theme areas: Quality of Life, How We Move, Hyde Park Square,
and Built Environment.

The City Planning Commission recommended the following on March 6, 2026 to City Council:

APPROVE the proposed neighborhood plan, Plan Hyde Park, as the Hyde Park
neighborhood’s guiding comprehensive plan document.

Motion to Approve: Ms. Albi Ayes: Ms. Albi

Seconded: Mr. Weber Ms. Beltran
Mr. Dansby
Mr. Eby
Mr. Samad
Ms. Sesler
Mr. Weber

THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director
Department of City Planning & Engagement
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801 Plum Street, Suite 348
Cincinnan, Ohio 45202

Phone: (513) 352-3464

Email: mask jeffreys@ecmcmnat-oh.gov

City of Cincinnati

Web:  wwweineinnati-oh.gov

N G115

Mark Jeffreys

Connctlmeniber

Motion: Transit Oriented Development Opportunity Corridors

March 23rd, 2026

The establishment of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) on Reading Road and Hamilton Avenue will create

“Opportunity Corridors” — areas ripe for private sector development of new housing and jobs.

To prepare for these Opportunity Corridors, WE MOVE that the administration produce a report in the
next 60 days on the following:

e I|dentify vacant public land/buildings (City, Port, County owned) located directly along the

proposed BRT Opportunity Corridors and within 1/8 mile of it, including the total acreage.

e |dentify vacant private land/buildings located directly along the proposed BRT Opportunity

Corridors and within 1/8 mile of it, including total acreage.

e Identify the total current Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) funding available along those same

Opportunity Corridors.

e Estimate (arange) of the total number of housing units that could be built on both vacant public

and private land/buildings with the current zoning in those Opportunity Corridors.

STATEMENT
Cincinnati’s first BRT system—branded “Metro Rapid”—is planned to roll out in phases along two
major corridors. The Reading Road corridor is scheduled to launch early 2028, with the Hamilton Avenue
corridor to follow later that year. These routes are intended to introduce faster, more reliable transit
with features like dedicated lanes, signal priority, and enhanced stations, while also serving as a
foundation for future corridor development and potential housing growth across the city.
There are numerous examples around the country of cities leveraging BRT to spur development.

According to the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (RTA), ten years after its launch, the
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HealthLine has generated over $9.5B in economic investment along its corridor revitalizing previously
disinvested neighborhoods and creating 8,800 new housing units. With the Kansas City MAX BRT, there
has been over $2 billion of private investment along the BRT corridor. Other cities such as Pittsburg, PA,
Eugene, OR and Los Angeles, CA have experienced similar impacts, with millions in investment and
additional housing units added.

Cincinnati has the opportunity to spur similar levels of investment in housing and development
by utilizing vacant buildings/lots, as well as on other parcels. The data from this report will help shape

the opportunity and further action that may need to be taken by the administration and City Council to

make that investment happen.
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Councilmember Mark Jeffreys
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