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AGENDA

PRESENTATION

1. 202601481 PRESENTATION submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, dated 
4/28/2026, regarding Policy Opportunity for Clean Energy Development: 
House Bill 15 and Priority Investment Areas (PIAs).

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Presentation

Attachments:

MOTION

2. 202601437 MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Owens, Jeffreys, James and Walsh, 
WE MOVE that the City Administration work to ensure that the Climate Equity 
Indicator Report is updated prior to passage of the 2028 Green Cincinnati 
Plan. FURTHER WE MOVE that the City Administration identify the funding 
needed to complete the revised Climate Equity Indicator Report. 

Sponsors: Owens, Jeffreys, James and Walsh

MotionAttachments:

ADJOURNMENT
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April 28, 2026 

 

To:  Members of the Climate, City Services & Infrastructures 

From:  Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Presentation – Policy Opportunity for Clean Energy Development: 

House Bill 15 and Priority Investment Areas (PIAs) 

Attached is a presentation on the Policy Opportunity for Clean Energy Development: House 

Bill 15 and Priority Investment Area (PIAs) for the Climate, City Services & Infrastructure 

Committee meeting on Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.  

 

 

2

202601481



Policy Opportunity for Clean Energy Development:
House Bill 15 and Priority Investment Areas (PIAs)

Climate, City Services, & Infrastructure Committee Presentation 
4.28.26
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Green Cincinnati Plan: Clean Energy Goals
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Municipal Investment Fund (MIF), Phase 1

Grantee Sub-GranteeGrantor

• 49 Communities, $250,000 each
• Grant: Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 

(GGRF) National Clean Investment Fund 
(NCIF)

• Market-building activities for Clean 
Energy, Zero-Emissions Buildings, and 
Zero-Emissions Transportation (not tied 
to specific projects)

• Deliverables: Public/Private Partnership 
Plan & Project Pipeline

• November 1, 2025 to May 1, 2026
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HB 15 Overview
House Bill 15 is an Ohio state 
energy law that passed in August 
2025

Provisions include:

- "Priority Investment Area" (PIA) 
designation for Brownfields

- Clarified and expanded rules 
for self-generation of energy

- Accelerated State permitting 
for large clean energy projects

- Tax incentives, School Energy 
Loan Fund for Public Schools

- Requires utility-generated 
capacity maps for 
interconnection
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How Cincinnati Can Leverage HB 15

MIF Phase 1 funded report on HB 15, 
prepared by local experts:
- Kimley-Horn and Associates
- Bricker Graydon Wyatt

Report includes:
- Evaluation of the clean energy 

provisions of HB 15
- Site Suitability Evaluation for 

"Priority Investment Area" (PIA) 
designation for Brownfields
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Priority Investment Areas – Suitability Analysis

PIAs can only be designated on brownfield or 
former coal mine sites.

Only potential sites located within Hamilton 
County, Ohio and listed on the USEPA or 
OEPA brownfield inventory were considered.

The analysis does not include potential 
brownfields or sites that are likely 
brownfields but are not listed on either of 
these databases (e.g., landfills). 
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Priority Investment Areas – Suitability Analysis
Purpose: identify potentially suitable PIA sites for 
clean energy or battery storage development that 
would leverage multiple incentives from HB 15.
Sites were scored higher if they met at least one of the 
following criteria (beyond brownfield or former coal 
mine status):

• Current or potential future ownership of site by a 
mercantile customer to create behind-the-meter energy 
generation.

• Potential to generate or store at least 5 MW of power from 
wind or at least 50 MW of energy generation or storage from 
solar or batteries.  

Sites were prioritized (i.e., ranked) into low, moderate, 
and high suitability categories based on their potential 
for energy generation capacity, energy type suitability, 
and meeting the criteria above. 
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Priority Investment Areas – Suitability Analysis
Four-Tiered Analysis:

Sites within Hamilton County were 
assessed through each tier, narrowing the 
pool of suitable sites recommended for 
consideration.

Tier 1: Initial Site Qualifications (PIA 
Designation)
• Site is a brownfield or formal coal mine
• Site has been redeveloped

Tier 2: Energy Infrastructure Potential 
Tier 3: OPSB & Permitting Suitability
Tier 4: HB 15 Suitability 
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Priority Investment Areas – Suitability Analysis
Tier 2: Energy Infrastructure Potential

• Energy Types (solar, wind, BESS)

• General Suitability (proximity to substations, 
transmission lines, etc.) 
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Priority Investment Areas – Suitability Analysis

Tier 3: OPSB & Permitting 
Suitability

• if a site would need to go through 
OPSB review, 

• is documented by the USEPA 
brownfields program or the OEPA 
Targeted Brownfield Assessment 
Program Sites as needing cleaned-up, 

• if the site is in either the 100 or 500-
year floodplain, and 

• the surrounding land use. 

Tier 4: HB 15 Suitability

• qualify as a PIA,

• be currently owned by a Mercantile Customer, or 

• qualify as an OPSB-Permitted Major Utility Facility. 
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Results

66 applicable sites 
identified within 
Hamilton County 
recommended for 
consideration of PIA 
designation by 
benefitting from HB15:

• 8 High Suitability 

• 47 Moderate 
Suitability

• 11 Low suitability 
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Results

23 applicable sites 
identified within the 
City of Cincinnati 
recommended for 
consideration of PIA 
designation by 
benefitting from HB15:

• 1 High Suitability 

• 20 Moderate 
Suitability

• 2 Low Suitability 

17



Next Steps

• Review and consider potential PIA 
sites in City limits

• Share data with Hamilton County 
for potential PIA sites in the County

• Outreach to potential sites for 
discussion

• Develop roadmap for designation 
of PIAs with property owners
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Questions
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