
Healthy Neighborhoods

City of Cincinnati

Agenda - Final-revised

801 Plum Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Chairperson, Jan-Michele Kearney
Vice Chairperson, Victoria Parks
Councilmember Reggie Harris

Councilmember Scotty Johnson

Council Chambers, Room 30012:30 PMWednesday, September 6, 2023

ROLL CALL

PRESENTATIONS

Center for Healing the Hurt

Dr. Shantel Thomas

Ladies of Leadership- Ohio Inc

Kimberly Huckleby

Our Tribe

Josselyn Okorodudu

Bi-Okto Cultural Center

Funmilayo Ajamufua, Programs Coordinator

Teresa Gonzalez, Board Secretary

AGENDA

1. 202301953 PRESENTATION, submitted by Vice Mayor Kearney from Dr. Shantel Thomas, 
Center for Healing the Hurt. 

Sponsors: Kearney

PresentationAttachments:

2. 202301954 PRESENTATION, submitted by Vice Mayor Kearney from Funmilayo 
Ajamufua, Programs Coordinator titled, 3 Decades of Excellence! Bi-OKOTO 
Engage & Bridge gaps with African culture!

Sponsors: Kearney

PresentationAttachments:

3. 202301855 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY), submitted by Vice Mayor Kearney, from Emily 
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September 6, 2023Healthy Neighborhoods Agenda - Final-revised

Smart Woerner, City Solicitor, DECLARING that Glenwood Avenue at Vine 
Street in the Avondale neighborhood shall hereby receive the honorary, 
secondary name of “Lincoln Ware Way” in honor of Lincoln Ware and in 
recognition of his contributions and dedication to the City of Cincinnati through 
his pioneering work in local media and his community and civic leadership. 

Sponsors: Kearney

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

4. 202301974 PRESENTATION, submitted by Vice Mayor Karney from Kimberly Huckelby 
titled, Ladies of Leadership Changing one Life at a Time. 

Sponsors: Kearney

PresentationAttachments:

5. 202301975 PRESENTATION, submitted by Vice Mayor Kearney from Josselyn Okorodudu 
titled, Our Tribe.

Sponsors: Kearney

PresentationAttachments:

ADJOURNMENT
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Center for Healing the Hurt
Shantel Thomas, Ph. D.
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MISSION AND VISION

✤ MISSION: is to transform trauma into healing and hope.

✤ VISION: is to eradicate Mental Illness in underserved communities.

✤ https://centerforhealingthehurt.org
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Police will increase patrols and overtime amid 3x increase in youth gun violence victims

In Cincinnati, the police department shared that through the end of June this year, 39 minors were shot, five of those have died
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Report: Cincinnati shootings involving minors in 2023 surpass 2022 stats

Year

Number of 

Minors Shot

Number of Minors 

Dead from Shootings

Total 

Deaths
Total 

Shootings

2023 (Jan. 1 - 

June 22)

42 5 32 187

2022 40 5 63 410

2021 49 6 82 413

Published: Jun. 23, 2023 

CINCINNATI (WXIX) 

9



The Cincinnati Story

✤ 10 year old boy (parent incarcerated) 

✤ 15 year old girl (house fire, loss best friend 
to gun violence)

✤ 2021: 14 teens charged with murder

✤ 2022: 40 minors shot

✤ 2023: 60+ harmed by gun violence

10



Adverse Childhood Experiences

✤ STRESS IN CHILDHOOD 

✤ POSITIVE STRESS

✤ TOLERABLE STRESS

✤ TOXIC STRESS

✤ 74 million kids in the US 2/3 have experienced 
a potentially traumatic event by age 16
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The Promise Center: Cincinnati Public Schools

✤ Goal was 100 youth

✤ Service 68 youth ages 10-18 over the 2022-2023 school year

✤ Given four trauma assessments

✤ Data analysis and Clinical Results are being complied

✤ Presently resiliency has increased

✤ Teachers reported reduced the number of outburst in school 

✤ Parents reported increased compliance with request at home and reduced fights with parents

✤ Letters from teachers, principal and parents 
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Youth Mental Health Day
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Youth Mental Health Day

✤ 140 youth and parents

✤ Certified and Licensed Professionals in Trauma Therapy

✤ Teen panel

✤ Movement Therapy

✤ Trauma Therapy
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Cultural CenterAdmin Offices

3 Decades of Excellence!

Yes! We’re getting warmed up…
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Heartbeat Drum Circle

Unites us…
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Stage production

Authentic Costumes
19





Obitun Dance

This is UNIVERSAL 20





Stage production

Farmers Dance
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Agidigbo, Gathering of YPs

A Taste of Afrika…
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Stage production

Miming Real life Scenery
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Culture is Dynamic

What unites us is more…
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Stage production

Authentic Props (Irukere)
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Open marketplace

Take home a souvenir…
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Assembly

The experience impacts forever.
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Sango Costume

A real life representation…
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We ask for your continued 

generous support…
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B O O T S  O N  T H E  
G R O U N D  F O L L O W U P

P R E S E N T A T I O N
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•

•

•

36



•

•

37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



Our 
Tribe 

46



This is Kai 

OUR STORY 
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40% increase in black 
children diagnosed with 

autism since 2014

Black children are 5.1 times 
more likely to be 

misdiagnosed with 
behavioral issues

1 in 44 children in the US 
are diagnosed with Autism 

Statistics in Autism 

Black children's autism 
diagnosis is typically 
delayed by 3 years 
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MISSION 

BY BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF 

LOVE, SUPPORT, AND ACTION, OUR 

TRIBE INTENDS TO EMPOWER BLACK 

FAMILIES AND SHIFT SYSTEMS THAT 

DISRUPT EQUITY IN OUTCOMES FOR 

BLACK PERSONS WITH AUTISM 

SPECTRUM DISORDER. 

VISION 

OUR TRIBE STRIVES FOR A WORLD IN 

WHICH THE BLACK AUTISM 

COMMUNITY IS SEEN, VALUED, AND 

CELEBRATED FOR THE UNIQUE GIFT 

THEY ARE TO THE WORLD. 
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Program Pillars 

SHIFTING POLICY 
AND SYSTEMS

BUILDING COMMUNITY 
AND EMPOWERING 

FAMILIES

RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION 
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⚬ Hosted 34 events and programs for the Black Autism 
Community in which 230 members were engaged, 90 
of whom attended/participated more than once.

⚬ Disseminated $300 mini-grants to 19 families to 
offset the costs of medical bills, therapies, childcare, 
and other items not covered by insurance.

⚬ Secured critical partnerships with Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center,  the University of Cincinnati , 
Hamilton County Developmental Disabilities Services, 
and the UC Medical Center’s Freeman Center. 

Since August 2021, Our Tribe 
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⚬ bi3/ United Way Black Empowerment Works 
($75,000)

⚬ Center for Clinical and Translational Science and 
Training ($11, 123)

⚬ City of Cincinnati/Greater Cincinnati Foundation 
(25,000)

⚬ Greater Cincinnati Health Foundation ($24,588)
⚬ United Way Black Empowerment Works Program 

($25,000) 

Secured $160,711 for Programming 
and Operations
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Boots on the 
Ground ($25,000)

• Increased Capacity 
⚬ Program Coordinator 
⚬ Research Assistant 

• Increased Connections 
⚬ Events/Engaged Community 

Members doubled  
• Sharpened Vision 
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What’s Next

• More Events and Programs 

• Addressing Community Identified Need

⚬ Autism Doula Program 

⚬ Roadmap 

⚬ Mental Health 

• New Office Hours:

⚬ United Way; 2400 Reading Road 

⚬ Mondays 10 am - 2pm 
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We ARE the Black Autism Community. Together we seek equity and justice for our children, our 

families, and ourselves.  

Not For Us, But By Us

Marquita, Ebony, Latonya, Gwen, and Andrea
 Our Tribe Community Advisory Board 
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Josselyn Okorodudu – Executive 
Director/Co-Founder 
josselyn.okorodudu@ourtribecincy.com 

Website: https://www.ourtribecincy.com

Thank You!!
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