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AGENDA

MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Keating, WE MOVE for the Law 
Department to begin drafting an ordinance updating the City Charter 
with provisions on ballot initiatives to allow for more public transparency 
and longer timeframes for the Law Department to prepare ballot 
initiatives for a Council vote. WE FURTHER MOVE the Law Department 
makes the appropriate changes to the Charter to require a petitioner to 
file final ballot measure language with the Clerk of Council prior to 
collecting any signatures. This should follow the mold set by the City of 
Columbus: a clear title to the ordinance along with a singular subject 
matter. This should be paired with fixing the ambiguous language within 
the City Charter regarding candidate petitions and their affidavits. 
(STATEMENT ATTACHED)

2023018061.

Sponsors: Keating

Charter Amendment Motion

Columbus Charter provisions regarding charter amendments initiative referendum (00382479xC2130)

Attachments:

ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 
6/20/2023, AUTHORIZING interactive archery demonstration ranges, 
hunting bow and crossbow displays, and the display of a firearm as the 
grand prizes of a raffle during the 2024 Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl 
Expo at the Duke Energy Convention Center from January 19 through 
21, 2024, notwithstanding the prohibitions in Cincinnati Municipal Code 
Sections 708-41 and 708-27 against possession and use of a deadly or 
dangerous weapon within any City building and against discharge of any 
dangerous weapon in the City.

2023017542.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:
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ORDINANCE, submitted by Councilmember Parks, from Emily Smart 
Woerner, City Solicitor, MODIFYING the provisions of Chapter 100, 
“Mayor,” Chapter 101, “Council,” Chapter 323, “Small Business 
Enterprise and Local Business Enterprise Programs,” Chapter 408 
“Drivers’ Licenses for Public Vehicles,” Chapter 506, “Operation and 
Right of Way,” Chapter 508, “Stopping and Parking,” Chapter 514, 
“Parking Permits,” Chapter 515, “Parking Infractions; Collection 
Procedures,” Chapter 729, “Waste Disposal,” Chapter 850, “Advertising 
of Tobacco Products,” Chapter 881, “Facilities for Public Assembly,” 
Chapter 1107, “Elevator and Conveyer Equipment,” Chapter 1207, 
Drills,” Chapter 1213, “Fireworks,” Chapter 1401, “Definitions,” Chapter 
1421, “General Site Standards,” and Chapter 1425, “Parking and 
Loading Regulations,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code by AMENDING 
Section 100-1, “Qualifications of the Mayor”; Section 101-1, 
“Qualifications of Members of Council”; Section 101-17, “Approval of 
Code Changes by City Solicitor”; Section 101-27, “References to 
Cincinnati Municipal Code”; Section 323-27, “City Maintained Records 
and Reports”; Section 408-13, “Driver’s Identification Card”; Section 
506.69, “Stopping for School Buses”; Section 506-93, “Quiet Zones”; 
Section 508-12, “Parking Unreasonable Time”; Section 508-36, 
“Handicapped Parking, Reserved Locations on Public and Private 
Property”; Section 514-13, “Fee Schedule”; Section 515-11, “Parking 
Infraction Fines”; Section 729-7, “Setting Out Containers”; Section 
850-1-P3, “Public Vehicle”; Section 881-3, “Facility for Public Assembly 
License”; Section 1107-01, “General”; Section 1207-21, “Fire Safety 
Plan and Evacuation Procedure/Living Facilities for Handicapped and 
Aged Persons”; Section 1213-15, “Display”, Section 1401-01-T, 
“Transitional Housing”; Section 1421-07, “Building Projections Into 
Yards”; and Section 1425-31, “Parking Lot Markings,” to update 
provisions of the Cincinnati Municipal Code to comport with current 
practices of the City of Cincinnati and to ensure the intended application 
of the law using the most current and accepted language.

2023016353.

Sponsors: Parks

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 
6/14/2023, MODIFYING the provisions of Title VII, “General 
Regulations,” and Title XV, “Code Compliance and Hearings,” of the 
Cincinnati Municipal Code by MODIFYING Sections 723-42, “Mobile 
Food Vending; Definitions,” 723-6, “Revocable Street Privileges 
Required,” 723-16, “Sidewalk Vending,” and 723-50, “Mobile Food 
Vending; Penalties,” of Chapter 723, “Streets and Sidewalks, Use 
Regulations,” and 1501-7, “Class C Civil Offenses,” and by REPEALING 
Sections 723-44, “Mobile Food Vending; Operating Restrictions,” 
723-46, “Mobile Food Vending; Applications,” and 723-48, “Mobile Food 
Vending; Fees, Term, Transferability,” of Chapter 723, “Streets and 

2023016454.
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Sidewalks, Use Regulations,” to clarify and better align the Cincinnati 
Municipal Code with best practices for regulating mobile food vending in 
the public right-of-way.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 
6/14/2023, MODIFYING the provisions of Title VII, “General 
Regulations,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code by AMENDING Section 
765-11, “Required Terms and Conditions,” of Chapter 765, “Special 
Events,” to align the insurance and indemnification requirements for 
special events with best practices for risk management.

2023016465.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY), submitted by Councilmember Jeffreys, 
from Emily Smart Woerner, City Solicitor, MODIFYING Section 
320-1-P2, “Primary Apprenticeable Occupation” of Chapter 320, 
“Compliance Guidelines for Construction Contracts Issued by Water 
Works and the Department of Sewers” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code 
to amend the definition of “Primary Apprenticeable Occupation.”

2023015516.

Sponsors: Jeffreys

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

.

Page 3 City of Cincinnati Printed on 7/25/2023

3

https://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5bee0104-a50e-4ada-8cca-2539639b2f46.pdf
https://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e4cbfc5d-b979-41bc-b8e0-ecb77f220839.pdf
https://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=47751
https://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b53a5781-fac5-49bd-8847-adc1f539fd4b.pdf
https://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6e8e50b7-1b2f-4635-b1e8-add5423e0b48.pdf
https://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=47682
https://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=132c91d3-2714-4268-92e5-1558359ea2fe.pdf
https://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c7de95a9-5553-487e-8baa-29b2a4a2370f.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION 

 

WE MOVE for the Law Department to begin drafting an ordinance updating the City Charter with provisions 

on ballot initiatives to allow for more public transparency and longer timeframes for the Law Department to 

prepare ballot initiatives for a Council vote.  

 

WE FURTHER MOVE the Law Department makes the appropriate changes to the Charter to require a 

petitioner to file final ballot measure language with the Clerk of Council prior to collecting any signatures. 

This should follow the mold set by the City of Columbus: a clear title to the ordinance along with a singular 

subject matter. This should be paired with fixing the ambiguous language within the City Charter regarding 

candidate petitions and their affidavits. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Councilmember Liz Keating 

 

_____________________________________              ____________________________________  

 

 

_____________________________________              ____________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________              ____________________________________  

 

 

____________________________________                ____________________________________ 
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STATEMENT 

 

In the State of Ohio, it is required to publicly file final ballot language before a petitioner can begin collecting 

signatures for the petition. However, there is no such requirement for local ballot measures, including in the 

City of Cincinnati. To promote public transparency, the City Charter should be amended to require a public 

filing of the ballot initiative with the Clerk of Council, similar to Ohio state law and the Charter of the City of 

Columbus.  

 

The added layer of transparency will allow voters to be properly informed as to the language of the petitions 

being circulated. Updating requirements to reflect a singular subject matter and a clear title will make these 

referendums apparent and straightforward for the public. 

 

Additionally, publicly filing the ballot language at the beginning of the process will allow the Law 

Department more time to prepare the ordinance for City Council. Currently, the Law Department has only ten 

days to turn around a Charter Amendment for Council vote when the petition is approved by the Hamilton 

County Board of Elections. The Law Department staff should be provided a sufficient amount of time to 

prepare Charter Amendment Language for Cincinnati City Council, particularly when there are multiple 

Charter Amendment initiatives for one election. 
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PETITIONS FOR INITIATED ORDINANCE, REFERENDUM, RECALL, CHARTER 

AMENDMENT 

Sec. 42. Questions and issues. 

The following provisions shall govern any petition for an initiated ordinance, referendum, recall, or charter 
amendment.  

(Adopted 11-7-33; Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 1748-2014, adopted July 21, 2014, amended the title of § 42 to read as set out herein. 
Former § 42 was titled [petition and signatures.]  

Sec. 42-1. Petition templates. 

The city clerk shall produce petition templates for an initiated ordinance, referendum, recall, and charter 
amendment, which templates shall conform to the provisions of this charter and general laws of the state, unless 
otherwise provided by this charter or ordinance of council.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-2. Petition forms. 

Each petition for a proposal initiated by a citizen shall comply with the following as to form and with general laws 
of the state, unless otherwise provided by this charter or ordinance of council:  

(a) A petition may be circulated in separate part-petitions, but shall be uniform in character.  

(b) Each part-petition shall be circulated and submitted as a single instrument.  

(c) The petition and parts thereof shall be printed in a single, uniform color.  

(d) A petition may only contain one proposal, which shall not address multiple or unrelated subject 
matters or questions of law.  

(e) The title of the proposal shall clearly and without argument describe the proposed ordinance, 
referendum, recall, or charter amendment, and such title shall be placed, in at least fourteen-point 
font, on the top of each page of a part-petition, which pages shall be numbered sequentially.  

(f) A petition shall contain a full and correct copy of any proposed ordinance, referendum, or charter 
amendment, with no summary, argument or other ancillary information regarding the proposal placed 
thereon, unless otherwise required by this charter or ordinance of council.  

(g) On each page of a part-petition where voters' signatures may be placed, the following shall be printed, 
in at least twelve-point font, below the title of such proposal: "NOTICE: Whoever knowingly signs this 
petition more than once; signs a name other than one's own on this petition, except as provided by 
general laws of the state; or signs this petition when not a qualified elector of the City of Columbus, is 
liable to prosecution."  

(h) The following sentence shall appear in the circulator's statement provided for by general law: "I am 
provided or promised moneys or things of value to circulate this petition by ................................ (Name 
and address of employer)."  
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(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-3. Petition committee. 

The petition shall bear the names of five qualified electors of the city of Columbus, who shall represent the 
petitioners in all matters relating to such petitions and shall be known as the petition committee.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-4. Filing certified copy of petition with city clerk. 

Whoever seeks to propose by petition an ordinance, referendum, recall, or charter amendment shall file a certified 
copy of the petition with the city clerk prior to circulating the same.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-5. Duties upon filing of certified copy of petition. 

The city clerk shall forward the certified copy of a petition forthwith to the city attorney and the members of 
council. The city attorney shall determine if the petition addresses a single subject and meets the requirements as 
to form herein, and shall report the same to the city clerk and the members of council.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-6. Statement of intent to compensate. 

Any person or entity providing or promising moneys or things of value for the circulation, supervision, 
management, or other organization of a petition shall file a statement to that effect with the city clerk prior to 
providing any such moneys or things of value. The statement shall be on a form prescribed by the city clerk and 
duly notarized. Upon the filing of the petition, such person or entity shall file with the city clerk, on a form 
prescribed by the city clerk and duly notarized, an itemized statement of moneys or things of value promised or 
provided for the circulation, supervision, management, or other organization of such petition.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-7. All petitions to be filed with city clerk. 

All separate part-petitions providing for a proposed ordinance, referendum, recall, or charter amendment shall be 
filed at the same time, as one instrument, with the city clerk. No alterations, corrections, or additions may be 
made to a petition after it is filed in a public office. Petitions for an initiated ordinance or charter amendment shall 
be filed within two years of filing a certified copy of the same with the city clerk; petitions for recall or referendum 
shall be filed as otherwise provided for herein.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014; Ord. No. 2198-2022 , § 1, 7-25-2022) 

Sec. 42-8. Withdrawal, effect of withdrawal or insufficiency. 

No petition, or part thereof, presented to or filed with any office of the city of Columbus may be withdrawn from 
such public office. A petition shall be withdrawn from consideration by the city if the petition committee submits 
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to the city clerk a written notice of withdrawal, signed by a majority of the committee and duly notarized, prior to 
final action on the petition; and a petition shall be withdrawn from consideration by the electors if notice is 
submitted in like manner prior to the forty-fifth day before the date of the election thereon.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-9. Duties upon filing of a petition. 

Within ten days after filing, the city clerk shall cause copies of the petitions to be made, and shall forward the 
petitions to the elections authorities to validate the signatures on the petition and to the city attorney to advise on 
the legal sufficiency of the petition, based upon any applicable local, state or federal laws, rules or regulations; 
provided, however, in the case of a proposed charter amendment, the city clerk shall forward the petitions 
forthwith to the elections authorities and the city attorney. Validation of signatures shall be reported by the 
elections authority within ten days of their receipt of the petition. If the elections authority's report confirms a 
sufficient number of valid signatures on the petition, the city clerk shall, upon receipt, forthwith forward to the 
council the elections authority's report and the city attorney's findings regarding legal sufficiency. If the elections 
authority's report confirms an insufficient number of valid signatures on the petition, the city clerk shall forthwith 
notify the petition committee of the deficiency. The petition committee shall have an additional ten (10) days from 
the time of notification by the city clerk to secure and file petitions containing additional signatures. The city clerk 
shall forward any additional petitions received forthwith to the elections authorities. Validation of additional 
signatures shall be reported by the elections authority within ten days of their receipt of the petition. The city clerk 
shall, upon receipt, forthwith forward to the council the elections authority's supplemental report regarding 
signature validation and the city attorney's findings regarding legal sufficiency.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014; Ord. No. 2198-2022 , § 1, 7-25-2022) 

Sec. 42-10. Validation of part-petitions, signatures. 

Validation of signatures and part-petitions shall be as provided for in the general laws of the state, unless 
otherwise provided by this charter or ordinance of council. No part-petition which includes a purported elector's 
signature or circulator's signature affixed prior to the date of filing a certified copy of the petition shall be deemed 
valid.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-11. Council action by ordinance. 

Council action on a petition for any proposed ordinance, referendum, or charter amendment shall be by 
ordinance. No city officer may consider the subject matter of a petition when determining the legal sufficiency 
thereof, except as required to assure compliance with applicable provisions of this charter, general laws of the 
state, or ordinance of council. Any petition and any signatures upon the part-petitions thereof found to be 
sufficient as provided herein shall be presumed to be in all respects sufficient, unless not later than forty-five days 
before the election, it shall be otherwise proven.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

8



 

 

{00382479-1}  
    Created: 2023-04-13 13:38:07 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 75, Add.) 

 
Page 4 of 10 

Sec. 42-12. Petitions not subject to veto, referendum. 

Any ordinance placing an issue before voters or setting the date of an associated special election shall go into 
effect and be in force from and after the date of passage, and shall not be submitted to or require the mayor's 
signature, or be subject to the mayor's veto; nor shall such ordinance be subject to the referendum.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-13. Conflicting questions and issues. 

If two or more proposals are approved or adopted at the same election, and the city council finds that any 
provisions of two or more are in conflict, the proposal receiving the highest number of votes shall prevail.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-14. Effect of petition irregularities after approval by voters. 

No vote on a proposal submitted to the electors of the city of Columbus shall be held ineffective or void on 
account of the insufficiency of the petitions by which such submission of the proposal was procured.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-15. Legal review, action upon approval of initiated question or issue. 

Upon approval of an initiated proposal, the city attorney shall review the same. If the city attorney finds any 
conflicts between the proposal so approved and any applicable local, state or federal law, this charter, the Ohio 
Constitution, or the United States Constitution, the city attorney shall promptly inform the mayor and city council 
of the same in writing.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 42-16. Conferring special privilege by initiated ordinance or charter amendment. 

A) Restraint of trade or commerce being injurious to this state and its citizens, including citizens of the City of 
Columbus, the power of the initiative shall not be used to pass an ordinance or an amendment to the city 
charter that would grant or create a monopoly, oligopoly, or cartel; specify or determine a tax rate; or confer 
a commercial interest, commercial right, or commercial license to any person, nonpublic entity, or group of 
persons or nonpublic entities, or any combination thereof, however organized, that is not then available to 
other similarly situated persons or nonpublic entities.  

B) The power of the initiative shall not be used to pass an ordinance authorizing the city to become a 
stockholder in any joint stock company, corporation, or association of any kind; or to raise money for, or to 
loan its credit to, or in aid of, any private company, corporation, or association of any kind in such manner as 
to violate Article VIII, Sec. 6 of the Ohio Constitution.  

C) If an ordinance or charter amendment proposed by initiative petition is certified to appear on the ballot, and 
in the opinion of the City Attorney, the ordinance or amendment would conflict with division (A) or (B) of this 
Section, the City Council shall prescribe two separate questions to appear on the ballot, as follows:  

a. The first question shall be as follows:  

i. Where there is determined to be a conflict with division (A):  
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1. For an initiated ordinance: "Shall the petition committee, in violation of division (A) of 
Section 42-16 of the Columbus City Charter, be authorized to initiate an ordinance that 
grants or creates a monopoly, oligopoly, or cartel, specifies or determines a tax rate, or 
confers a commercial interest, commercial right, or commercial license that is not available 
to other similarly situated persons?"  

2. For a charter amendment: "Shall the petition committee, in violation of division (A) of 
Section 42-16 of the Columbus City Charter, be authorized to initiate a charter amendment 
that grants or creates a monopoly, oligopoly, or cartel, specifies or determines a tax rate, 
or confers a commercial interest, commercial right, or commercial license that is not 
available to other similarly situated persons?"  

ii. Where there is determined to be a conflict with division (B):  

1. For an initiated ordinance: "Shall the petition committee, in violation of division (B) of 
Section 42-16 of the Columbus City Charter, be authorized to initiate an ordinance that 
authorizes the city to become a stockholder in any joint stock company, corporation, or 
association of any kind; or to raise money for, or to loan its credit to, or in aid of, any 
private company, corporation, or association of any kind in such manner as to violate 
Article VIII, Sec. 6 of the Ohio Constitution?  

2. For a charter amendment: "Shall the petition committee, in violation of division (B) of 
Section 42-16 of the Columbus City Charter, be authorized to initiate a charter amendment 
that authorizes the city to become a stockholder in any joint stock company, corporation, 
or association of any kind; or to raise money for, or to loan its credit to, or in aid of, any 
private company, corporation, or association of any kind in such manner as to violate 
Article VIII, Sec. 6 of the Ohio Constitution?  

b. The second question shall describe the proposed ordinance or charter amendment.  

c. If both questions are approved or affirmed by a majority of the electors voting on them, then the 
ordinance or charter amendment shall take effect. If only one question is approved or affirmed by a 
majority of the electors voting on it, then the ordinance or charter amendment shall not take effect.  

( Ord. No. 2198-2022 , § 1, 7-25-2022) 

Sec. 42-17. Disclosure Requirements for Certain Initiative Petitions. 

A) If a petition committee seeks to use the municipal power of the initiative to pass an ordinance or an 
amendment to the city charter that would grant or create a monopoly, oligopoly, or cartel; specify or 
determine a tax rate; or confer a commercial interest, commercial right, or commercial license to any person, 
nonpublic entity, or group of persons or nonpublic entities, or any combination thereof, however organized, 
that is not then available to other similarly situated persons or nonpublic entities in violation of Sec. 42-16(A) 
or if a petition committee seeks to use the municipal power of the initiative to pass an ordinance that 
authorizes the city to become a stockholder in any joint stock company, corporation, or association of any 
kind; or to raise money for, or to loan its credit to, or in aid of, any private company, corporation, or 
association of any kind in such manner as to violate Article VIII, Sec. 6 of the Ohio Constitution in violation of 
Sec. 42-16(B), such petition committee must make the following additional disclosures on each part petition 
submitted:  

1) The name and address of each member of the petition committee;  

2) The name and address of each person, nonpublic entity, or group of persons or nonpublic entities, or 
any combination thereof, who will receive or are intended to receive a commercial interest, 
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commercial right, commercial license, or private commercial benefit of any kind under the initiated 
ordinance or charter amendment;  

3) The amount of public money that each person, nonpublic entity, or group or persons or nonpublic 
entities, or any combination thereof, will obtain or is expected either to obtain or to have access to 
from the city in each of the first three fiscal years following the effective date of the initiated ordinance 
or charter amendment.  

B) The failure to disclose any information required in Section (A) on any part-petition, will result in the invalidity 
of all signatures contained on such part-petition;  

C) Strict compliance with this section is required pursuant to the obligations under Title 35 of the Revised Code;  

D) This provision preserves the authority conferred upon of the citizens of the City of Columbus granted under 
Article II Sections .01e and .01f and Article XVIII, Section 03 of the Ohio Constitution.  

( Ord. No. 2198-2022 , § 1, 7-25-2022) 

INITIATED ORDINANCE 

Sec. 43. Ordinance initiated by petition. 

The power to initiate an ordinance by petition is hereby reserved to the people of the city of Columbus. Any 
proposed ordinance may be submitted to the council by a petition signed by registered electors of the city equal to 
not less than five per cent of the total vote cast at the last preceding regular municipal election for mayor. Any 
such proposed ordinance shall comply, in all respects, with the requirements of this charter and applicable rules of 
council regarding ordinances.  

(Adopted 11-7-33; Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 1748-2014, adopted July 21, 2014, amended the title of § 43 to read as set out herein. 
Former § 43 was titled [duties of city clerk.]  

Sec. 43-1. Council action on initiated ordinances. 

Upon receipt of the report regarding the validation of signatures, the city clerk shall read a summary of the same 
into the record. Within fourteen days thereafter, the council shall determine the sufficiency of the petition by 
ordinance. Should the council find such petition sufficient, it shall vote within thirty days to either adopt the 
proposed ordinance without alteration, or by ordinance forthwith order and provide for the submission of such 
proposed ordinance in its original form to a vote of the electors of the city.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 43-2. Placement of issue on the ballot. 

The aforesaid ordinance shall require that such proposed ordinance be submitted at the next regular municipal 
election if one shall occur not less than sixty nor more than one-hundred-twenty days after its passage. If no such 
election will be held within the period herein provided, the council shall, at its sole discretion, order and provide 
for the submission of such proposed ordinance to a vote of the electors of the city at either a special election 
within such period, or at the next regular municipal election.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 
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Sec. 43-3. Ballot language, initiated ordinance. 

In any ordinance placing a proposed ordinance on the ballot, city council shall prescribe a brief summary of the 
same, which shall be accurate, shall not be misleading, and shall be without material omission or argument. The 
summary so prescribed shall be placed upon the ballot. City council may further prescribe arguments, of no more 
than two-hundred words each, printed side by side in such order as council deems appropriate, both in support of 
and in opposition to such proposed ordinance; and such arguments shall properly represent the substance, 
purpose and effect of the proposal. The ballot committee may prepare and present to city council suggested 
arguments for such proposal, which shall properly identify the substance, purpose and effect of the proposal. The 
arguments, so prescribed by council, shall be affixed to a copy of the proposal ordinance and shall be placed in 
each voting location of the city.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 43-4. Effect of electoral vote on proposed ordinance. 

If such proposed ordinance be approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon, it shall become an ordinance 
of the city at the time fixed therein, or upon the completion of the official canvass of the election, whichever is 
later.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

REFERENDUM 

Sec. 44. Referendum initiated by petition. 

The power to initiate a referendum by petition on any ordinance, other than those ordinances listed herein, is 
hereby reserved to the people of the city of Columbus. Any proposed referendum may be submitted to the council 
by a petition signed by registered electors of the city equal to not less than five per cent of the total vote cast at 
the last preceding regular municipal election for mayor, and such petition shall be submitted within thirty days of 
final action by the council.  

(Adopted 11-7-33; Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 1748-2014, adopted July 21, 2014, amended the title of § 44 to read as set out herein. 
Former § 44 was titled [council action; submission to voters.]  

Sec. 44-1. Ordinances not subject to the referendum. 

The following shall not be subject to the referendum, but shall go into effect at the time indicated therein:  

(a) Any annual appropriation ordinance.  

(b) In all cases where council is required to pass more than one ordinance or other measure to complete 
the legislation necessary to make and pay for any public improvement, the referendum shall apply only 
to the first ordinance or measure required to be passed.  

(c) Ordinances or resolutions providing for the approval or disapproval of appointments or removals by 
the mayor, and appointments or removals made by council.  

(d) Action by the council on the approval of official bonds.  
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(e) Ordinances or resolutions providing for the submission of any proposal to a vote of the electors.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 44-2. Effect of referendum petition on subject ordinance. 

If a petition for referendum shall be filed as provided for herein regarding an ordinance that shall go into effect 
thirty days after final passage by the council, such ordinance shall not be operative until the steps indicated herein 
have be taken. If a petition for referendum is filed as provided for herein regarding an emergency measure, such 
ordinance shall go into effect at the time indicated in such ordinance. If, when submitted to a vote of the electors, 
an emergency measure is not approved by a majority of those voting thereon, it shall be considered repealed as 
regards any further action thereunder; but such measure so repealed shall be deemed sufficient authority for 
payment, in accordance with the ordinance, of any expense incurred previous to the referendum vote thereon. If 
any aforesaid referendum petition be filed regarding a measure passed by the council providing for an expenditure 
of money, a bond issue, or a public improvement, all steps preliminary to such actual expenditure, actual issuance 
of bonds, or actual execution of a contract for such improvement, may be taken prior to the election.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 44-3. Council action on petition for referendum. 

Upon receipt of the report regarding the validation of signatures, the city clerk shall read a summary of the same 
into the record. Within fourteen days thereafter, the council shall determine the sufficiency of the petition. Should 
the council find such petition sufficient, it shall vote within thirty days to either repeal the subject ordinance, or by 
ordinance forthwith order and provide for the submission of such proposed referendum in its original form to a 
vote of the electors of the city.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 44-4. Placement of issue on the ballot. 

The aforesaid ordinance shall require that such proposed referendum be submitted at the next regular municipal 
election if one shall occur not less than sixty nor more than one-hundred-twenty days after its passage. If no such 
election will be held within the period herein provided, the council shall, at its sole discretion, order and provide 
for the submission of such proposed referendum to a vote of the electors of the city at either a special election 
within such period, or at the next regular municipal election.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 44-5. Ballot language, referendum. 

In any ordinance placing a referendum on the ballot, city council shall prescribe a brief summary of the same, 
which shall be accurate, shall not be misleading, and shall be without material omission or argument. The 
summary so prescribed shall be placed upon the ballot. City council may further prescribe arguments, of no more 
than two-hundred words each, printed side by side in such order as council deems appropriate, both in support of 
and in opposition to such referendum; and such arguments shall properly represent the substance, purpose and 
effect of the proposal. The ballot committee may prepare and present to city council suggested arguments for such 
proposal. The arguments, so prescribed by council, shall be affixed to a copy of the proposal referendum and shall 
be placed in each voting location of the city.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 
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Sec. 44-6. Effect of electoral vote on referendum. 

If such proposed referendum be approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon, the ordinance which was 
the subject of the referendum shall be repealed upon the completion of the official canvass of the election.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

Sec. 45. Charter amendments. 

Proposed amendments to this charter may be submitted to the electors of the city by a two-thirds vote of the 
council and such submission shall be by ordinance. Proposed amendments to this charter shall be submitted by the 
council forthwith upon a petition signed by electors of the city equal to not less than ten percent of the total vote 
cast at the last preceding regular municipal election.  

(Adopted 11-7-33; Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 1748-2014, adopted July 21, 2014, amended the title of § 45 to read as set out herein. 
Former § 45 was titled [approval or rejection.]  

Sec. 45-1. Council action on petition for proposed charter amendment. 

Upon receipt of the report regarding the validation of signatures, the city clerk shall read a summary of the same 
into the record. The council shall forthwith determine the sufficiency of the petition. Should the council find such 
petition sufficient, it shall forthwith by ordinance provide for the submission of such proposed charter amendment 
to a vote of the electors of the city.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 45-2. Placement of issue on the ballot. 

The aforesaid ordinance shall order and provide for the submission of such proposed charter amendment to the 
electors at the next regular municipal election if one shall occur not less than sixty nor more than one-hundred-
twenty days after its passage; otherwise it shall provide for the submission of the question at a special election to 
be called and held within the time aforesaid.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 45-3. Notice of charter amendment. 

The city clerk shall provide notice of any proposed charter amendment as provided for by general laws of the state, 
unless otherwise provided by this charter or ordinance of council.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 
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Sec. 45-4. Ballot language, generally. 

In any ordinance placing a proposed charter amendment on the ballot, city council shall prescribe a brief summary 
of the same, which shall be accurate, shall not be misleading, and shall be without material omission or argument. 
The summary so prescribed shall be placed upon the ballot. City council may further prescribe arguments, of no 
more than two-hundred words each, printed side by side in such order as council deems appropriate, both in 
support of and in opposition to such proposed charter amendment; and such arguments shall properly represent 
the substance, purpose and effect of the proposal. The ballot committee may prepare and present to city council 
the arguments for such proposal, which shall properly identify the substance, purpose and effect of the proposal. 
The arguments, so prescribed by council, shall be placed in the notice to voters provided for herein; and shall be 
affixed to a copy of the proposal charter amendment and be placed in each voting location of the city.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 

Sec. 45-5. Effect of approval at election. 

If such proposed amendment be approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon, it shall become a part of 
the charter at the time fixed in the proposed amendment, or upon the completion of the official canvass of the 
election, whichever is later.  

(Ord. No. 1748-2014, 7-21-2014) 
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June 26, 2023 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council  

From:  Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – NOW 2024 Waterfowl Expo 

 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned:  

 

AUTHORIZING interactive archery demonstration ranges, hunting bow 

and crossbow displays, and the display of a firearm as the grand prizes of a 

raffle during the 2024 Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl Expo at the Duke 

Energy Convention Center from January 19 through 21, 2024, 

notwithstanding the prohibitions in Cincinnati Municipal Code Sections 

708-41 and 708-27 against possession and use of a deadly or dangerous 

weapon within any City building and against discharge of any dangerous 

weapon in the City. 

 

 

The Administration recommends passage of this Ordinance.  

 

 

cc: William “Billy” Weber, Assistant City Manager 

 Virginia Tallent, Assistant City Manager 
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CNS 

 

 

- 2023 

 

 

AUTHORIZING interactive archery demonstration ranges, hunting bow and crossbow displays, 

and the display of a firearm as the grand prizes of a raffle during the 2024 Deer, Turkey and 

Waterfowl Expo at the Duke Energy Convention Center from January 19 through 21, 2024, 

notwithstanding the prohibitions in Cincinnati Municipal Code Sections 708-41 and 708-27 

against possession and use of a deadly or dangerous weapon within any City building and against 

discharge of any dangerous weapon in the City.  

 

WHEREAS, the Duke Energy Convention Center will host the 2024 Deer, Turkey and 

Waterfowl Expo, managed by Renfro Productions & Management, Inc. (“Renfro”) and scheduled 

to occur from January 19 through 21, 2024; and 

 

WHEREAS, Renfro has received a request from the Indiana Bow Hunters Association to 

operate an interactive youth archery demonstration range in which a youth would be paired with 

an adult instructor from the Indiana Bow Hunters Association to provide archery demonstrations, 

which demonstrations would constitute the possession, use, and discharge of weapons in the City 

and would normally be prohibited under Cincinnati Municipal Code Chapter 708; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed interactive youth archery demonstration will include public 

participation under the supervision of instructors from the Indiana Bow Hunters Association, as 

well as observation by members of the public from a designated safe distance; and  

 

WHEREAS, Renfro anticipates receiving requests from bow manufacturers and archery 

retailers to operate an interactive archery demonstration range, where an adult would be permitted 

to discharge a bow under the supervision of a bow manufacturer representative or an archery 

retailer representative, which displays and demonstrations would constitute the possession, use, 

and discharge of weapons in the City and would normally be prohibited under Cincinnati 

Municipal Code Chapter 708; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed interactive adult archery demonstration range will include 

public participation under the supervision of bow manufacturer representatives or archery retailer 

representatives, as well as observation by members of the public from a designated safe distance; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, Renfro anticipates receiving requests from bow manufacturers and archery 

retailers to display and sell hunting bows and crossbows during the 2024 Deer, Turkey and 

Waterfowl Expo, which displays would constitute the possession of deadly or dangerous weapons 

in a City building and would normally be prohibited under Cincinnati Municipal Code Chapter 

708; and 
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WHEREAS, Renfro has received a request from Ducks Unlimited to possess and display 

a hunting rifle that will be used as the grand prize for a raffle during the course of the show, which 

display would constitute possessing a dangerous weapon in a City building and would normally 

be prohibited under Cincinnati Municipal Code Chapter 708; and 

 

WHEREAS, the hunting rifle that will be used as the grand prize for the Ducks Unlimited 

raffle would be on secured display and locked during the 2024 Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl Expo; 

now, therefore, 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 

 

Section 1.  That the Duke Energy Convention Center management may allow interactive 

archery demonstration ranges, which will include use of bows and arrows discharged by members 

of the public who will remain under the supervision of instructors from the Indiana Bow Hunters 

Association, bow manufacturer representatives, or archery retailer representatives at all times, and 

displays of hunting bows and crossbows during the 2024 Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl Expo at the 

Duke Energy Convention Center from January 19 through 21, 2024, notwithstanding the 

prohibitions in Cincinnati Municipal Code Sections 708-41 and 708-27 against possession and use 

of a deadly or dangerous weapon within any City building and against discharge of any dangerous 

weapon in the City, and any other municipal law or regulation that might otherwise inhibit the 

activities specifically permitted herein. 

Section 2.  That the operation of interactive archery demonstration ranges and the retail 

display of hunting bows and crossbows shall be limited to the following dates and times during 

the 2024 Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl Expo: from January 19 through January 21, 2024, during 

the normal operating hours of the 2024 Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl Expo, at all times during 

which the public is permitted into the Duke Energy Convention Center for the described event. 

 Section 3.  That the hunting rifle to be displayed and given as a raffle prize shall be given 

to a recipient at a later date rather than during the 2024 Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl Expo, and 

shall be presented to the recipient at a location other than the Duke Energy Convention Center. 
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 Section 4.  That the producers, exhibitors, and attendees of the 2024 Deer, Turkey and 

Waterfowl Expo shall comply with all other normally applicable laws and regulations. 

 Section 5.  That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to comply with the terms of Sections 1 through 4. 

Section 6.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

 

 

Passed: ____________________________, 2023 

 

 

________________________________ 

                   Aftab Pureval, Mayor 

 

 

Attest: ______________________________ 

                                  Clerk 
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Date:  June 14, 2023   

 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

 

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

 

Subject: ORDINANCE – MOBILE FOOD VENDING 

 

Attached is an ordinance captioned as follows: 

 

MODIFYING the provisions of Title VII, “General Regulations,” and Title XV, “Code 

Compliance and Hearings,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code by MODIFYING Sections 

723-42, “Mobile Food Vending; Definitions,” 723-6, “Revocable Street Privileges Required,” 

723-16, “Sidewalk Vending,” and 723-50, “Mobile Food Vending; Penalties,” of Chapter 

723, “Streets and Sidewalks, Use Regulations,” and 1501-7, “Class C Civil Offenses,” and 

by REPEALING Sections 723-44, “Mobile Food Vending; Operating Restrictions,” 723-46, 

“Mobile Food Vending; Applications,” and 723-48, “Mobile Food Vending; Fees, Term, 

Transferability,” of Chapter 723, “Streets and Sidewalks, Use Regulations,” to clarify and 

better align the Cincinnati Municipal Code with best practices for regulating mobile food 

vending in the public right-of-way. 

 

Mobile Food Vending is currently restricted to operate in established parking zones in the public right-

of-way.  The City wishes to provide more flexibility to allow mobile food vendors to utilize existing public 

street parking and increase availability to the public.   

 

Permissions for vendors to occupy existing designated public parking spaces, instead of restricted zones, 

will change from the Revocable Street Privilege requirement to meeting the outlined requirements of 

C.M.C. Sec. 723-42 and DOTE rules and regulations to provide for the safe and efficient use of city 

streets. Cincinnati Law Enforcement Officers or Parking Enforcement Agents are responsible for 

enforcement related to parking violations, including mobile food vending. 

 

The Administration recommends passage of the attached ordinance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cc: John S. Brazina, Director, Transportation and Engineering 
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     - 2023 
 
 

MODIFYING the provisions of Title VII, “General Regulations,” and Title XV,                         
“Code Compliance and Hearings,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code by MODIFYING        
Sections 723-42, “Mobile Food Vending; Definitions,” 723-6, “Revocable Street Privileges 
Required,” 723-16, “Sidewalk Vending,” and 723-50, “Mobile Food Vending; Penalties,”               
of Chapter 723, “Streets and Sidewalks, Use Regulations,” and 1501-7, “Class C Civil Offenses,” 
and by REPEALING Sections 723-44, “Mobile Food Vending; Operating Restrictions,” 723-46, 
“Mobile Food Vending; Applications,” and 723-48, “Mobile Food Vending; Fees, Term, 
Transferability,” of Chapter 723, “Streets and Sidewalks, Use Regulations,” to clarify and better 
align the Cincinnati Municipal Code with best practices for regulating mobile food vending in the 
public right-of-way. 
 
 WHEREAS, a revocable street privilege (“RSP”) is the primary tool by which the City of 
Cincinnati provides permission for a person to make special use of the public right-of-way or to 
place a structure or other object in the public right-of-way; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Cincinnati Municipal Code Chapter 723, “Street and Sidewalks, Use 
Regulations,” authorizes and governs certain uses of the City’s streets and sidewalks for which 
RSPs are made available, and these uses currently include mobile food vendors on the City’s 
streets; and 

 
WHEREAS, the restricting mobile food-vending operations to mobile food zones is not 

efficient or economical for the City and does not allow or provide flexibility to the City to allow 
for mobile food vendors to be available to the public; and 

 
WHEREAS, Council wishes to allow mobile food vendors on public streets to encourage 

economic vitality and the multi-dimensional use of City streets; and 
 
WHEREAS, authorizing the use of public streets for mobile food vending is in accordance 

with the first goal of the Live initiative area to “build a robust public life” as described on pages 
149 to 155 of Plan Cincinnati (2012), as well as the first goal of the Collaborate initiative area to 
“work in synergy with the Cincinnati community” as described on pages 209 to 212 of the plan; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, in authorizing the use of public streets for mobile food vending, Council also 

wishes to establish a clear and effective framework for managing mobile food vending which 
promotes public health and safety and the uniformity of rules and regulations for mobile food 
vending throughout the City of Cincinnati; now, therefore, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 
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Section 1. That Sections 723-6, “Revocable Street Privileges Required,” 723-16, 

“Sidewalk Vending,” 723-42, “Mobile Food Vending; Definitions,” 723-50, “Mobile Food 

Vending; Penalties,” of Chapter 723, “Streets and Sidewalks, Use Regulations,” and 1501-7, 

“Class C Civil Offenses,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code are hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 723-6. - Revocable Street Privileges Required. 

(a) Unless specifically provided herein, no person shall encroach upon, or in any way 
obstruct or occupy any street, alley, avenue, sidewalk, public grounds, public right-of-
way or land dedicated to the public use, or any part thereof, in the city by placing, 
building, erecting, causing to be placed, built, or erected or allowing to remain thereon 
any structure without first obtaining a revocable street privilege as governed by Chapter 
718 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code.  

 
(b) Except as specifically allowed herein, no structure governed by this chapter and 

permitted by a revocable street privilege shall contain any type of advertising as defined 
herein.  

 
(c) All revocable street privileges issued pursuant to this chapter shall be subject to 

revocation and termination as specified in Chapter 718 of the Cincinnati Municipal 
Code.  

 
(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, all structures placed in designated Urban 

Design Overlay Districts must conform to the design standards and procedures 
specified in Chapter 1437 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code and any other design 
standards adopted for the specific Urban Design Overlay Districts.  

 
(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of this policy, all structures placed in designated 

Historic Districts must conform to the design standards and procedures specified in 
Chapter 1435 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code and any other design standards adopted 
for the specific Historic District.  

 
(f) Nothing in this chapter is intended to prohibit the lawful carrying of signs by an 

individual in any public place.  
 
(g) All persons desiring to secure a revocable street privilege shall submit an application 

on a form to be provided by the city manager or his/her designee.  
 
(h) All persons desiring to secure a revocable street privilege shall include a non-refundable 

application fee of $100.00 for each and every encroachment, obstruction, structure, 
dining area, kiosk, or other type of occupation requested.  
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(i) The city shall waive the revocable street privilege application fee required under 
paragraph (h) of this section for the following:  

 
(1) An application for placement of a planter within the public right-of-way 

pursuant to Section 723-8; and 
 
(2) An application for a mobile food vendor permit pursuant to Section 723-48; and  
 
(32) An application on behalf of a recognized community council.  
 

Sec. 723-16. - Sidewalk Vending. 

(a) Sidewalk Vending Program. The city manager or his or her designee is authorized to 
grant revocable street privileges for the placement of sidewalk vending locations in 
accordance with this section. This section governs merchandise and food vending on 
the sidewalks in the City’s right-of-way. Mobile food vending within city streets is 
governed by Sections 723-4142 through and 723-50 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code.  

(b) Sidewalk Vending Rules and Regulations. The city manager is authorized to establish 
rules and regulations for the orderly and efficient administration of this chapter, 
including but not limited to rules governing application fees, vending practices, 
displays at vending locations, equipment and materials, health and safety standards, 
and authorized hours of operation. Changes to the rules and regulations must be 
approved by the city manager.  

(c) Vending Districts. The following sidewalk vending districts are the only areas in which 
individual sidewalk vending locations may be established by the city manager or his or 
her designee. Peddlers and itinerant vendors authorized to operate under Chapter 839 
of the Cincinnati Municipal Code are prohibited from operating in these sidewalk 
vending districts, as stated in Section 839-13 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code.  

1. The “Downtown Vending District” shall be defined as follows: the area within 
the public right-of-way within the bounds beginning at the intersection of the 
north property line of East Central Parkway and the east property line of 
Eggleston Avenue as projected northeastwardly; thence southeastwardly along 
the projected east property line, the actual east property line and the projected 
east property line of Eggleston Avenue to the south city corporate limit; thence 
west along the south city corporate limit to the west property line of Central 
Avenue as projected southwardly to the city corporate limit; thence northwardly 
along the west property line of projected Central Avenue and the actual west 
property line of Central Avenue to the north property line of West Court Street; 
thence eastwardly along the north property line of West Court Street to the west 
property line of Plum Street; thence northwardly along the west property line of 
Plum Street to the projected north property line of West Central Parkway; thence 
east along the projected and actual north property line of Central Parkway; 
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continuing eastwardly along the north property line of East Central Parkway to 
the point of beginning.  

2. The “Liberty/Dalton Street Vending District” shall be defined as the area within 
the public right-of-way beginning at a point being the intersection of the west   
right-of-way line of Dalton Street and the north right-of-way line of Flint Street. 
Thence north along the west right-of-way line of Dalton Street to the point of 
intersection with the south right-of-way line of Findlay Street. Thence east along 
the south right-of-way line of Findlay Street to the point of intersection with the 
east right-of-way line of Dalton Street. Thence south along the east right-of-way 
line of Dalton Street to the point of intersection with the north right-of-way line 
of Flint Street. Thence west along the north right-of-way line of Flint Street to 
the point of intersection with the west right-of-way line of Dalton Street, being 
the point and place of beginning.  

3. The “Short Vine Vending District” shall be defined as the area beginning at a 
point being the intersection of the north right-of-way line of Corry Street and the 
east right-of-way line of Vine Street. Thence north along the east right-of-way 
line of Vine Street to the point of intersection with the south right-of-way line of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive. Thence west along the south right-of-way line of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive to the point of intersection with the west right-of-
way line of Vine Street. Thence south along the west right-of-way line of Vine 
Street to the point of intersection with the north right-of-way line of Corry Street. 
Thence east along the north right-of-way line of Corry Street to the east right-
of-way line of Vine Street, being the point and place of beginning.  

4. The “University Hospital Vending District” shall be defined as the area 
beginning at a point being the intersection of the south right-of-way line of 
Piedmont Avenue and the west right-of-way line of Eden Avenue. Thence north 
along the west right-of-way line of Eden Avenue to the point of intersection with 
the north right-of-way line of Bethesda Avenue. Thence east along the north 
right-of-way line of Bethesda Avenue to the point of intersection with the 
northeast right-of-way line of Elland Avenue. Thence southeast and east along 
that right-of-way line and that right-of-way line extended to the east right-of-
way line of Burnet Avenue. Thence south along the east right-of-way line of 
Burnet Avenue to the point of intersection with the south right-of-way line 
extended of Piedmont Avenue. Thence west along the south right-of-way line 
extended and the right-of-way line of Piedmont Avenue to the point of 
intersection with the west right-of-way of Eden Avenue, being the point and 
place of beginning.  

5. The “FC Cincinnati Vending District” shall be defined as follows: the area within 
the public right-of-way within the bounds beginning at the intersection of the 
north property line of West Liberty Street and the west property line of John 
Street as projected easterly; thence to the east property line of Elm Street 
projected southerly to the south property line of West Liberty Street then 
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projecting westerly along the south property line of West Liberty Street to the 
east property line of Central Parkway; thence projected southerly on the east 
property line of Central Parkway to the south property line of Charles Street; 
thence projecting westerly along the south property line of Charles Street to the 
west property line of Central Avenue; thence projecting northerly along the west 
property line of Central Avenue to the south property line of Ezzard Charles 
Drive; thence projecting westerly to the west property line of John Street; thence 
projecting northwesterly to the north property line of West Liberty Street.  

(d) Vending Locations. The city manager or his or her designee may designate sites within 
the defined vending districts for either food vending or merchandise vending and shall 
identify approved sites by maps, approximate address, or both. Additional sites may be 
requested in writing by persons interested in vending at specific locations which have 
not been designated for vending of the type proposed in the request. The city manager 
or his or her designee shall exercise sole discretion in determining the appropriateness 
of the requested location and shall notify the applicant in writing of the decision.  

(e) Temporary Locations. Temporary locations within the vending districts established in 
subsection (c) of this section for use in relocating sidewalk vendors from special event 
areas or for handling short-term (under seven days) demand for vending locations 
prompted by special events, holidays, sports championships, and other such 
occurrences, may be established and withdrawn by the city manager or his or her 
designee at any time.  

(f) Applications for Sidewalk Vending Locations. Persons desiring to obtain a revocable 
street privilege for a vending location shall submit an application on a form to be 
provided by the city manager or his or her designee. The city manager or his or her 
designee is authorized to charge a non-refundable application fee to be determined by 
the city manager.  

(g) Assignment of Vending Locations. Vending revocable street privileges for sidewalk 
vending locations will be awarded in accordance with the following:  

1. Each year, vendors with existing sidewalk vending locations may retain up to 
eight of their vending locations, upon provision of written notice to the city.  

2. New vending locations, and newly open vending locations not retained by a 
vendor, are to be awarded on a first come, first served basis.  

3. Applications for new or newly available vending locations shall be considered 
and awarded, in the order in which they are received, only to qualified applicants 
who submit proper and complete applications.  

4. Existing vendors seeking to retain one or more (up to eight) of their vending 
locations, and applicants seeking a new vending location, all must submit their 
applications within the deadlines for each step of the process. The application 
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periods and deadlines shall be established in the rules and regulations governing 
the sidewalk vending program.  

5. In a given year, if deemed necessary because of high demand for new vending 
locations, the city manager or his or her designee may implement another 
method for awarding new locations, including but not limited to a lottery or 
another random drawing method, to ensure fairness both to existing vendors and 
new vendors.  

6. The provisions of this subsection (g) do not change the revocability of vending 
revocable street privileges addressed in subsection (h) of this section and in 
Chapter 718 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code.  

(h) Vending Revocable Street Privilege. The city manager or his designee shall issue a 
vending revocable street privilege for each vending location awarded upon payment of 
the required fee set forth in the rules and regulations for the sidewalk vending program. 
Vending revocable street privileges for vending locations issued pursuant to this 
chapter are also governed by Chapter 718 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code and are 
revocable at any time as set forth in Chapter 718. In the event of revocation not caused 
by any act or omission of the vendor, the city shall make good faith efforts to 
accommodate the vendor by identifying an alternative vending location, or, if no 
alternative locations are available, the city will refund a prorated amount of the annual 
fee for the vending revocable street privilege based on the number of months of the 
year that the vendor had the vending revocable street privilege. 

(i) Vending During Special Events. When city council passes an ordinance in connection 
with a special event which temporarily prohibits vending in a specified area within any 
vending district except that which is authorized by the special event sponsor, and such 
area includes established sidewalk vending locations, or when, as a result of lawful 
construction or demolition or a significant change in the use of the street or sidewalk 
space in the vending district, it is necessary to eliminate an established vending site, 
the city manager or his or her designee may designate a temporary alternative sidewalk 
vending location within one of the defined vending districts established in subsection 
(c) of this section. The city manager or his or her designee shall designate temporary 
locations for sidewalk vending on an as-needed basis. The location of such temporary 
sites shall be at the sole discretion of the city manager or his or her designee.  

Sec. 723-42. - Mobile Food Vending.  

(a) For purposes of this chapter, the following words shall have the meanings respectively 
ascribed to them, unless a different meaning is clearly indicated by the context.  

1. “Mobile Food-Vending Unit” shall be defined as a commercially manufactured, 
motorized, or otherwise mobile unit, truck, or cart that is readily movable, and 
from which non-alcoholic beverages and/or ready-to-eat food is cooked, 
wrapped, packaged, processed, or portioned for service, sale, or distribution.  
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2. “Mobile Food Vendor” shall be defined as any person who sells or offers for 
sale food or beverages from a Mobile Food-Vending Unit in any public, private, 
or restricted space. 

(b) Mobile food vending is permitted on street and other public rights-of-way in the City, 
subject to the following requirements: 

(1) The mobile food-vending unit must be parked within a designated parking 
space, provided that a mobile food vendor may not park within the following 
areas: 

1. A residential zoning district; 

2. A parking zone that requires a parking permit; 

3. Parking spaces designated for motorcycle or bicycle parking; 

4. Parking spaces designated for disabled persons; 

5. No parking zones, loading zones, valet zones, bus lanes, bicycle lanes, 
or other restricted use zones; 

6. Within 100 feet of a restaurant, food service business, school, or outdoor 
dining area or parklet space, unless the mobile food vendor first obtains 
the prior written consent of all operators of restaurants, food service 
businesses, schools, and outdoor dining areas, and parklet spaces 
located within 100 feet of the subject parking space; 

7. Within 100 feet of a sidewalk vendor authorized under Section 723-16, 
“Sidewalk Vending”; 

8. Within 10 feet of a fire hydrant, bus stop, mailbox, building entrance, 
sidewalk elevator, fire exit or escape, or a police or fire call box; or 

9. Within 750 feet of a special event, community event, parade, or 
assembly, unless authorized to participate in such event. 

(2) A mobile food vendor must: 

1. Be actively engaged in providing mobile food-vending at all times while 
occupying a parking space. 

2. Keep the area within a 5-foot radius of the mobile food-vending unit 
clear of all litter and debris arising from their operations. 

3. Collect and dispose of all litter, waste, and debris generated by their 
mobile food vending, including litter, waste, and debris generated by 
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their customers.  Such litter, waste, and debris shall not be placed in city 
trash receptacles. 

4. Pay all parking and meter fees for the parking spot occupied by its 
mobile food-vending unit and shall comply with all applicable parking 
restrictions and requirements. 

5. Promptly vacate its parking spot and cease providing mobile food 
vending if directed to do so by a parking enforcement agent or law 
enforcement officer in the interest of public health or safety or when the 
parking spot is required for municipal purposes.  

6. Comply with all applicable food-service laws, rules, regulations, 
including, but not limited to, obtain a food-service permit and related 
certifications.  

(3) A mobile food vendor may not: 

1. Utilize the city’s electrical outlets, unless specifically authorized by the 
city. 

2. Park in a manner that prevents other vehicles from parking in otherwise 
available spaces. 

3. Block, obstruct, or restrict the free passage of vehicles or persons in the 
lawful use of street, sidewalks, and public rights-of-way or ingress or 
egress to an abutting property. 

(c) The city manager or the manager’s designee is authorized to establish rules and 
regulations to provide for the safe, efficient, and orderly administration and 
enforcement of this section.  

Sec. 723-42. Mobile Food Vending; Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following words shall have the meanings respectively 
ascribed to them, unless a different meaning is clearly indicated by the context.  

(a) “Mobile Food Vending Unit” shall be defined as a commercially manufactured, 
motorized or otherwise mobile unit, truck or cart that is readily movable, and from which 
non-alcoholic beverages and/or ready-to-eat food is cooked, wrapped, packaged, 
processed or portioned for service, sale or distribution.  

(b) “Mobile Food Vendor” shall be defined as any person who sells or offers for sale food 
or beverages from a Mobile Food Vending Unit in any public, private or restricted space.  

(c) “Designated Zones” shall include all individually identified zones defined in this section.  

(d) The “Court Street Market Zone” shall be defined as the designated parking spaces on 
East Court Street, southern most side, from the east line of Vine Street extending 
eastward approximately 130 feet.  
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(e) The “Purple People Bridge Zone” shall be defined as the East and South portions of the 
concrete pad, measuring 18 feet by 23 feet in size on the East side of the L and N Bridge, 
South of Pete Rose Way, on the corner of Pete Rose Way, the bridge approach adjacent 
to the Sawyer Point Parking area, and the grassy area west of the bridge on Pete Rose 
Way.  

(f) The “Fountain Square/South Vine Street Zone” shall be defined as the area from the east 
curb lane of Vine Street between the Fifth Street crosswalk and the mid-block crosswalk, 
except where prohibited by marked loading zones.  

(g) The “Fountain Square/North Fifth Street Zone” shall be defined as the area from the 
north curb lane of Fifth Street east of the mid-block crosswalk to the Walnut Street 
crosswalk.  

(h) The “Fountain Square/South Fifth Street Zone” shall be defined as the area from the 
south right turn lane (the “Drop Lane”) on Fifth Street from the start of the Drop Lane 
to the Walnut Street crosswalk, except where prohibited by marked taxi stand zone.  

(i) The “Fountain Square/North Vine Street Zone” shall be defined as the designated 
parking spaces on Vine Street, eastern most side, beginning approximately 180 feet south 
of the southern curb line of Sixth Street and extending southward approximately 60 feet.  

(j) The “University Hospital Zone” shall be defined as the designated parking spaces on 
Bellevue Avenue, eastern most side, beginning 40 feet south of the south line of 
Piedmont Avenue and extending southward approximately 40 feet.  

(k) The “Washington Park Zone” shall be defined as the designated parking spaces on the 
east side of Elm Street, beginning approximately 50 feet south of the southern curb line 
of West 14th Street and extending southward approximately 90 feet.  

(l) The “Over-the-Rhine 12th Street Zone” shall be defined as the designated spaces on the 
south side of East 12th Street beginning 50 feet west of the west curb line on Clay Street 
and extending 45 feet westward.  

 
Sec. 723-50. - Mobile Food Vending; Penalties. 

 
Whoever violates any of the provisions of Sections 723-42, 723-44, 723-46, or 723-48 
commits a Class C Civil Offense as defined by the Cincinnati Municipal Code § 1501-7(a), 
and is liable for the civil fine specified in § 1501-99 for a Class C Civil Offense. Additional 
violations or failure to pay fines will result in immediate revocation of the revocable street 
privilege. Each day that any person violates a provision of Section 723-42 shall constitute 
a separate offense. 

 
Sec. 1501-7. - Class C Civil Offenses. 

A person who violates a standard of conduct set forth in a provision of the Cincinnati 
Municipal Code listed below is liable for the civil fine specified in § 1501-99 for a Class 
C Civil Offense. If the provision is listed under paragraph (a) below, the otherwise 
applicable civil fine is reduced by 50% if the person charged shows in accordance with § 
1501-15 that the violation has been corrected. If a person has previously been found to 
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have violated the same provision of the Cincinnati Municipal Code within one year that 
person may be charged as a second offender and on being found to have committed a 
second or subsequent offense is liable for the civil fine for the subsequent offense provided 
below, the amount of which fine is specified in § 1501-99 and is not subject to reduction 
for correction of the violation.  

(a) Class C Civil Offenses With Civil Fines Subject to 50% Reduction for Correction of 
Violation:  

   
Civil Fine for  
Subsequent 
Offense  

(1)  § 514-15  Violation and Revocation  Class D  

(2)  § 602-1  Permitting Unclean Habitations  Class D  

(3)  § 602-7  Vacation of Unsanitary Premises  Class D  

(4)  § 604-5  All Improved Premises to be Rat-Proofed  Class D  

(5)  § 606-3  Vaccination of Dogs  Class D  

(6)  Chapter 743  Urban Forestry  Class D  

(7)  § 747-3  Limited Franchise Permit Required  Class D  

(8)  § 802-5(G)  
Regulation of Recycled Content Paper Bags and 
Reusable Bags  

Class D  

(9)  § 802-7  
Reporting on Distribution of Bags and Collection of 
Charges  

Class D  

(10) § 869-7  Wrecking License Required  Class D  

(11) § 1201-1  Cincinnati Fire Prevention Code  Class C  

(12) § 1201-57  Permits  Class C  

(13) Chapter 1203 Motor Equipment in Places of Assembly  Class C  

(14) Chapter 1207 Drills  Class C  

(15) § 1209-3  Hazardous Existing Electrical Wiring and Equipment  Class C  

(16) Chapter 1211 Fire Extinguishers  Class C  

(17) § 1219-11  Flameproof Decorations  Class C  

(18) § 1219-25  Chimneys and Fireplaces  Class C  

(19) § 1219-31  Air Conditioning  Class C  

(20) § 1219-35  Residential Storage  Class C  

(21) § 1219-43  Fire Escapes  Class C  

(22) § 1219-57  Restrictions on Parking Motor Vehicles  Class C  
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Civil Fine for  
Subsequent 
Offense  

(23) § 1219-61  Shaftways  Class C  

(24) § 1219-63  Inspection, Safety Provisions  Class C  

(25) § 1219-65  Location of Exits  Class C  

(26) § 1219-67  Interior Stairway Doors  Class C  

(27) Chapter 1227 Storage, General Requirements  Class C  

(28) § 1229-3  Water Flow Requirements  Class C  

(29) § 1229-9  Private Fire Hydrants  Class C  

(30) 
§§ 723-5,  
723-19  

Structures in the Public Right-of-Way  Class D  

(31) 
§§ 723-44,  
723-50 723-
42 

Mobile Food Vending  Class C  

(32) § 723-24  Bike Share Stations  Class C  

 (b) Class C Civil Offense With Civil Fines Not Subject to 50% Reduction to Correction for 
Violation:  

   
Civil Fine for  
Subsequent 
Offense  

(1)  
Chapter 
404  

Electricity  Class D  

(2)  
Chapter 
405  

Telegraph and Telephone  Class D  

(3)  
Chapter 
414  

Valet Parking  Class D  

(4)  § 506-63  Driving on Sidewalk Area  Class D  

(5)  § 506-64  Driving on New Pavement  Class D  

(6)  § 718-23  Unlawful Private Use of Streets  Class D  

(7)  § 721-71  Permits for Sidewalk Construction  Class D  

(8)  § 721-81  Sidewalk Construction Without Permit Unlawful  Class D  

(9)  § 729-73  Discharging Noisome Substances  Class D  

(10) § 729-83  Refrigerators, Abandoning  Class C  
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Civil Fine for  
Subsequent 
Offense  

(11) § 729-89(d)  
Improper Disposal of Construction Debris or Hazardous 
Waste  

Class D  

(12) § 1215-3  Safe Practices  Class C  

(13) § 1219-17  Misuse of Fire Protection Equipment  Class C  

(14) § 1231-9  Tampering with Fire Hydrants  Class C  

(15) § 1231-13  Unlicensed Use of Fire Hydrants Prohibited  Class C  

(16) 
§ 701-
2(B)(2)  

Leash Required; Responsibility for Injury (Menacing 
Fashion)  

Class C  

(17) 
§ 701-
2(B)(3)  

Leash Required; Responsibility for Injury (Injury)  Class C  

(18) § 856-25(b)  Failure to Obtain a Short Term Rental Registration  Class D  

(19) § 856-25(e)  
Failure of Short Term Rental Housing Platform to 
Comply with Obligations  

Class D  

 
Section 2.  That existing Sections 723-44, “Mobile Food Vending; Operating Restrictions,” 

723-46, “Mobile Food Vending; Applications,” and 723-48, “Mobile Food Vending; Fees, Term, 

Transferability,” of Chapter 723, “Streets and Sidewalks, Use Regulations,” of the Cincinnati 

Municipal Code are hereby repealed. 

Section 3.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

 
Passed: _______________________________, 2023 

 
 

                  __________________________________ 
        Aftab Pureval, Mayor 
 
Attest: ________________________________ 
                                     Clerk 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Additions indicated by underline; Deletions indicated by strikethrough. 
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June 14, 2023 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council  

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – Amending 765-11 -Special Events Insurance 

Requirements 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned: 

 

MODIFYING the provisions of Title VII, “General Regulations,” of the 

Cincinnati Municipal Code by AMENDING Section 765-11, “Required 

Terms and Conditions,” of Chapter 765, “Special Events,” to align the 

insurance and indemnification requirements for special events with 

best practices for risk management. 

 

The primary purpose of this ordinance is to provide increased flexibility in insurance 

requirements for special events held in the City. The ordinance will remove rigid 

insurance requirements currently set forth in the Cincinnati Municipal Code and 

instead will provide administrative discretion to the City Manager to establish 

appropriate insurance requirements for various types of events. This administrative 

discretion with allow the City Manager the ability to work with the Office of Special 

Events, Risk Management, and the Law Department to create a structure that 

balances appropriately protecting the City from liability while encouraging and 

facilitating activation of our community through special events. The Administration 

recommends passage of this Ordinance. 

 

 

cc: William “Billy” Weber, Assistant City Manager  

 

 

 

51

bhartman
Typewriter
202301646



 

 

MSS 

 

 

- 2023 

 

 

MODIFYING the provisions of Title VII, “General Regulations,” of the Cincinnati Municipal 

Code by AMENDING Section 765-11, “Required Terms and Conditions,” of Chapter 765, 

“Special Events,” to align the insurance and indemnification requirements for special events with 

best practices for risk management. 

 

 WHEREAS, special event permits are the primary tool for the City of Cincinnati (“City”) 

to provide permission to make special use of the public right-of-way or other public places that 

use City assets, infrastructure, or personnel; and  

 

WHEREAS, Cincinnati Municipal Code Chapter 765, “Special Events,” authorizes and 

establishes the conditions for special event permits that are necessary for the City to coordinate, 

manage, and make efficient use of public spaces and personnel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Administration recommends updating the insurance and indemnification 

requirements for special events to align the requirements with risk management best practices for 

use of public spaces; and 

 

WHEREAS, these amendments allow for uniform but flexible regulation of special 

events on public streets and in public spaces to encourage economic vitality and the             

multi-dimensional use of City public assets, while ensuring a clear and effective framework for 

managing special events that promotes public health and safety; now, therefore, 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 

 

Section 1.  That Section 765-11, “Required Terms and Conditions,” of Chapter 765, 

“Special Events,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 765-11. Required Terms and Conditions. 

 

As part of a special event permit, the sponsor of the event shall agree in writing and the 

permit shall contain the following terms and conditions:  

 

(a) The sponsor of the event shall have a representative present at all times during 

the event who shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable 

ordinances and regulations and for accepting all notices of violations and 

closure orders.  

 

(b) The special event shall not take place unless the sponsor has supplied the chief 

of police city with a certificate of insurance that meets the special-events 
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insurance requirements established by the city manager evidencing general 

commercial liability insurance, with limits of not less than $1,000,000 per 

occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate, and liquor liability insurance, if 

applicable, with a limit of not less than $1,000,000. Each certificate of 

insurance shall list the city as an additional insured.  

 

(1) The special-events insurance requirements established by the city manager 

shall set forth the types and limits of insurance required for special events, 

including for recurring special events, which shall be the minimum 

necessary to protect the city and its employees from liability for injury and 

property damage claims associated with or foreseeably resulting from the 

sponsor’s use of city property and services, taking into account the size and 

duration of the event, the number of participants involved, and the nature of 

the property, facilities, and services used. Any requirements that the city 

manager establishes pursuant to this section, which shall be made available 

to the public and published on the city’s website, shall take effect thirty 

days after their initial publication.  

 

  (2)  Each insurance policy required by this subsection shall include a provision 

to the effect that it shall not be subject to cancellation, reduction in the 

amounts of its liabilities, or other material changes until notice thereof has 

been received in writing by the office of risk management and the chief of 

police city manager not less than 60sixty days prior to such action.  

 

(32) Each sponsor shall maintain the insurance required by this subsection in 

full force and effect for the duration of the permit period. Failure of the 

sponsor of the event to maintain such insurance during the periods 

indicated above shall result in automatic expiration of the permit. For the 

purposes of this subsection, the permit shall include the time required for 

construction and removal of all materials and equipment provided for the 

conduct of the special event until the public way has been cleared and 

restored as provided in subsection (f).  

 

(4) Each insurance policy required by this subsection shall list the city as an 

additional insured and shall provide a waiver of subrogation in favor of the 

city.  

 

(5)  The city manager is authorized to waive an insurance requirement upon a 

written finding that the event does not present a substantial liability or 

property damage risk for the city or its employees, or that the minimum 

insurance requirement would unduly burden the sponsor’s expressive 

activity protected by the United States and Ohio constitutions. To qualify 

for a waiver, the sponsor must agree to redesign or reschedule the event to 

mitigate specific risks, hazards, or dangers to public health and safety that 

the city manager identifies as being reasonably foreseeable consequences 

of the event. 
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(c) Except where otherwise prohibited by law, The the sponsor of the event shall 

indemnify and hold harmless the city of Cincinnati, its officials, employees, 

subcontractors, agents, and assignees from any and all losses, damages, 

injuries, claims, demands, and expenses arising out of the operation of the 

special event or the condition, maintenance, and use of public property.  

 

(d) During the presentation of the special event, the sponsor of the event shall at its 

own cost keep the public way clean and free from paper, debris, or refuse, and 

upon termination of the permit by lapse of time or otherwise, the sponsor of the 

event shall remove all materials and equipment and clean the street. If the 

public way has been damaged, the city shall repair and restore it to the 

condition it was in prior to the special event and bill the sponsor of the event 

for the city's actual cost to repair.  

 

(e) Whenever a permit requires the closure of a street, a clear path of not less than 

twelve (12) feet must be maintained at all times to provide for the passage of 

emergency vehicles.  

 

(f) The sponsor of the event shall be responsible for ensuring that each vendor 

participating in the event obtains the proper licenses. In the event that an 

unlicensed or improperly licensed vendor is found at the event, the sponsor of 

the event shall be fined pursuant to CMC §section 765-99 for each unlicensed 

or improperly licensed vendor. This shall be in addition to any fines or 

penalties which may be issued to the individual vendor. The sponsor shall 

promptly remove the unlicensed or improperly licensed vendor from the event 

area.  

 

(g) The sponsor of the event shall be responsible for ensuring that no person 

during the event shall, unless specifically authorized by the Cincinnati Police 

Department, possess or bring to the event area any poles, sticks, or clubs made 

of any rigid material or any other instrument, device, or thing that is capable of 

inflicting serious physical harm, that is designed or specifically adapted for use 

as a weapon, or that is possessed, carried, or used as a weapon, except to 

support a sign or banner, provided that such wooden stick is not more than two 

(2) inches in width or three-quarters (¾) of an inch in diameter, one-quarter 

(¼) inch in thickness, and forty (40) inches in length, and where such wooden 

stick is blunt on both ends.  

 

This subsection shall apply without limitations to any poles, sticks or other 

devices attached to or otherwise used to support or elevate signs, banners or 

other displays of any kind not associated with or approved by the city of 

Cincinnati. This section does not apply to law enforcement officers or to canes, 

crutches, or other similar devices used by persons who are visually or 

physically impaired.  
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(h) The sponsor of the event shall be responsible for ensuring that no person 

during the event shall take any animal to the event area, unless such animal is 

being or will be used by law enforcement officials engaged in the performance 

of their duties, or unless such animal is used as a guide for a disabled 

individual or such animal is part of the event and is listed on the application.  

  

Section 2.  That the proper City officials are hereby authorized to do all things necessary 

and proper to carry out the terms of Section 1.  

Section 3.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

 

 

Passed: ________________________________, 2023 

 

 

_________________________________ 

         Aftab Pureval, Mayor 

 

Attest: ________________________________ 

                                   Clerk 

 

______________________________________________ 

Deletions are struck through. Additions are underlined. 
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