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AGENDA

START OF PUBLIC HEARING

1. 202201158 ORDINANCE submitted by John P. Curp, Interim City Manager, on 5/11/2022, 
AUTHORIZING certain signage and street-level improvements to the building 
located at 50 W. 5th Street in the Central Business District 
NOTWITHSTANDING the provisions of Section 1411-21, “Ground Floor 
Transparency,” and Section 1411-39, “Signs,” of Chapter 1411, “Downtown 
Development Districts,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Exhibit A

Exhibit B

Legislative Record

CPC Memo to Clerk

Attachments:
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2. 202201277 PRESENTATION submitted by John P. Curp, Interim City Manager, dated 
6/7/2022, regarding a proposed Notwithstanding Ordinance (NWO) to permit 
signage and provide relief from the ground floor transparency requirement of 
the Zoning Code for the building located at 50 W. 5th Street in the Central 
Business District.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Presentation

Attachments:

END OF PUBLIC HEARING

3. 202201319 PRESENTATION submitted by John P. Curp, Interim City Manager, dated 
6/7/2022, regarding Plan Cincinnati, the City of Cincinnati’s Comprehensive 
Plan, which was adopted by Cincinnati City Council in 2012.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Presentation

Attachments:

4. 202201290 MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Cramerding, Parks and Vice Mayor 
Kearney, WE MOVE that the Administration provide a REPORT on how the 
city can include fair wages and safe working conditions clauses in 
development projects that receive a municipal benefit, rather than placing such 
requirements on a contract-by-contract bases. (STATEMENT ATTACHED)

Sponsors: Cramerding, Parks and Kearney

Motion 202201290Attachments:

5. 202201304 MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Jeffreys and Harris, WE MOVE that 
the Administration work with the Mt. Washington Community Development 
Corporation (MWCDC), the Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment 
Corporation (MWCURC), and the Mt. Washington Community Council 
(MWCC) to implement an Urban Parking Overlay in the Mount Washington 
neighborhood in the spirit of the attached map in Exhibit A proposed by 
MWCDC. (STATEMENT ATTACHED).

Sponsors: Jeffreys and Harris

Motion

Exhibit A

Exhibit B

Attachments:

ADJOURNMENT
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                          May 11, 2022 

   

To:    Mayor and Members of City Council 

 

From:  John P. Curp, Interim City Manager 

 

Subject: Notwithstanding Ordinance – The Foundry, 50 W. 5th Street 

 

 

Transmitted is a Notwithstanding Ordinance captioned: 

 

AUTHORIZING certain signage and street-level improvements to the building located at 50 

W. 5th Street in the Central Business District NOTWITHSTANDING the provisions of Section 

1411-21, “Ground Floor Transparency,” and Section 1411-39, “Signs,” of Chapter 1411, 

“Downtown Development Districts,” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code.  

 

The City Planning Commission recommended approval of the Notwithstanding Ordinance at its May 

6, 2022 meeting. 

 

Summary: 

Fountain Place, LLC, is completing its conversion of the former Macy’s-anchored Fountain Place at 

50 W. 5th Street into a modern, mixed-use development. The project includes approximately 150,000 

square feet of office space, along with 35,000 square feet of street-level retail/restaurant space. The 

applicant proposes street-level restaurant space for Jeff Ruby’s restaurant and cigar bar along Vine 

Street.  

 

Fountain Place, LLC, requests a Notwithstanding Ordinance for signage and to provide relief from 

the ground floor transparency requirement of the Zoning Code. The requested permission is 

notwithstanding provisions of Chapter 1411, “Downtown Development Districts,” and any other 

applicable zoning regulations that would prevent the property’s development as proposed, including, 

but not limited to, the transparency requirements set forth in Chapter 1411-21, “Ground Floor 

Transparency,” and the signage requirements set forth in Chapter 1411-39, “Signs,” of the Cincinnati 

Zoning Code.  

 

The City Planning Commission recommended the following on May 6, 2022, to City Council: 

 

APPROVE the Notwithstanding Ordinance for relief from the ground floor transparency and 

signage standards in the Downtown Development (DD) zoning district for a building located 

at 50 W. 5th Street in the Central Business District with the following conditions:  

1) The development and signage of 50 W. 5th Street must substantially comply with 

the plans submitted in Exhibit B; and 

 

2) The Notwithstanding Ordinance does not provide a variance from any other laws of 

the City of Cincinnati, and the property shall remain subject to all other provisions 

of the Cincinnati Municipal Code, DD, “Downtown Development,” zoning district.  

 

cc:  Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director, Department of City Planning and Engagement 
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Proposed Notwithstanding Ordinance at 50 W. 5th Street in the Central Business District
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EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS
GENERAL SHEET NOTES

EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS SHEET
KEYNOTES

• SEE SHEET A-601 FOR LIGHTING FIXTURE SCHEDULE AND MATERIAL AND COLOR 
LEGEND

• SEE SHEET A-611 FOR DOOR AND FRAME SCHEDULE AND DETAILS

SCALE:  1/8" = 1'-0"D2
EAST EXTERIOR ELEVATION

EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS KEY
PLAN

MARK DATE DESCRIPTION

1 11/19/21 ADDENDUM 1

10/26/2021 ISSUED FOR PERMIT

11/05/2021 ISSUED FOR BID

2 1/7/2021 ISSUED FOR PERMIT RESPONSE

SCALE:  1/4" = 1'-0"2
SINGLE STOREFRONT DOOR ELEVATION

SCALE:  1/4" = 1'-0"3
EXISTING STOREFRONT ELEVATION

SCALE:  1/4" = 1'-0"4
PATIO PLAN

SCALE:  1/4" = 1'-0"5
ROSE WALL ELEVATION
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SCALE:  1 1/2" = 1'-0"1
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SCALE:  1/2" = 1'-0"2
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SCALE:  3/4" = 1'-0"4
ENLARGED CIGAR BAR PLAN

SCALE:  1/2" = 1'-0"2
CIGAR BAR BACK BAR ELEVATION

SCALE:  1/2" = 1'-0"1
CIGAR BAR ELEVATION SCALE:  1/2" = 1'-0"3

SIDE ELEVATION OF BAR

SCALE:  1 1/2" = 1'-0"7
SECTION AT EXTERIOR BACK BAR 2

SCALE:  1 1/2" = 1'-0"6
SECTION AT EXTERIOR BACK BAR

SCALE:  1 1/2" = 1'-0"5
SECTION AT BAR
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Jeff Ruby’s Steakhouse  |  Cincinnati OH 88

EXTERIOR

Jeff Ruby’s Steakhouse  |  Cincinnati OH

Mid-America
Black Portoro
Porcelain Wall Panel
CT-04

Marquee

Blade Sign

Bronze Lions 60”L x 24”W x 60” H

Bronze Bull
120”L x 65”W x 73” H

Rose wall
orlandoflowerwalls.com

Astroturf
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Jeff Ruby’s Steakhouse  |  Cincinnati OH 99Jeff Ruby’s Steakhouse  |  Cincinnati OH

Canvas Awning
Black and White stripe

OUTDOOR DINING SEATING

RH
20”x20”x40” Rectangular Planters
24”x24”x24” Square Planters
Powder Coated Steel
Iron Finish
Boxwood Hedge + Globe Boxwood

Kronos 
Monobromatic
24” x 24” Basalt and 
Bone checkerboard 
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Foundry Signage Plans and Renderings 

 

Note: this package reflects all the signs planned for the Foundry project, including some signs that do not require zoning relief. The purpose of 

this is to provide Planning Commission and City Council as much contextual information as possible. Signs that do require zoning relief are 

identified on the next page.  
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3424 MIDCOURT RD. SUITE 124

CARROLLTON, TX 75006

972-934-3700

SIGN 103

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

1 SIGN D1

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

2 SIGN DMG1

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

3 SIGN DMG2

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

4 SIGN DMG3

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

5 SIGN T1
SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

6 SIGN T2

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

7 SIGN R1

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

8 SIGN R2

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"SIGN 103

9 SIGN R3
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Text Box
This sign is not included in the Notwithstanding request.
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This sign is not included in the Notwithstanding request.
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SIGN 102

SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"SIGN 102

1 Signage EAST ELEVATION

SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"SIGN 102

2 Signage WEST ELEVATION

SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0"SIGN 102

3 Signage SOUTH ELEVATION
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Attached is the presentation for a proposed Notwithstanding Ordinance (NWO) to permit signage 

and provide relief from the ground floor transparency requirement of the Zoning Code for the 

building located at 50 W. 5th Street in the Central Business District. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

cc:   Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director  

Department of City Planning and Engagement 

 

             

            June 7, 2022 

 

            202201277 

TO:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

 

FROM: John P. Curp, Interim City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: Presentation – Notwithstanding Ordinance – The Foundry, 50 W. 5th Street 
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1

Notwithstanding Ordinance 
at 50 W. 5th Street in the 
Central Business District

Equitable Growth and Housing | June 7, 2022

| 2

50 W. 5th Street

1

2
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|

Proposed Notwithstanding Ordinance

Relief Requested through the NWO for:

• Ground Floor Transparency (1411-21)

Vine Street (East) Elevation

o “Requires that a minimum of sixty percent of interior facades        
along exterior facades abutting a sidewalk be transparent”

• Signage (1411-39)

Race Street (West), W. 5th Street (South), and Vine Street (East) Elevations

o Size, location, and amount of signage

3

|

Ground Floor Transparency

4

3

4
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| 5

Proposed Signage

• Comprehensive 
signage plan 
for the building 
submitted

• Total of 12 
signs; 7 signs 
within the 
proposed NWO

| 6

Proposed Signage

5

6
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| 7

| 8

7

8
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|

Analysis 

9

Section 111-5 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code
The committee of council shall consider the following when making a 
recommendation to council:

• Whether the proposed application will not have an adverse effect 
on the character of the area or the public health, safety and 
welfare;

• Whether the proposed application is consistent with the purposes 
of this code and the zoning district where the subject property is 
located including but not limited to: 

• (see staff report for details) 

|

Consistency with Plans

Compete Initiative Area

Strategy: “Target investment to geographic areas where there is already 
economic activity”

Live Initiative Area

Goal: “Build a robust public life”

Strategy: “Develop and maintain inviting and engaging public spaces”

Strategy: Become more walkable by “increasing mixed-use, compact 
walkable development”

10

Cincinnati 2000 Comprehensive Development Plan (1986) 

Plan Cincinnati (2012) 

The plan envisioned “a strong and concentrated 
employment, retail, hotel, and entertainment center”

9

10
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|

Conclusions

The Notwithstanding Ordinance will permit signage and provide relief
from a ground floor transparency requirement. The NWO has been
found to be reasonable since the proposed NWO:

• Is consistent with surrounding land uses;

• Includes elements that complement the building design;

• Takes a comprehensive approach to building signage, creating a

cohesive visual experience; and

• Is consistent with Plan Cincinnati (2012)

11

|

RECOMMENDATION

The City Planning Commission recommends that City Council take
the following action:

12

ADOPT the Department of City Planning and Engagement findings
and conclusions based on the fact that it will not have an adverse
effect on the character of the area or the public health, safety and
welfare and is consistent with the purposes of the Cincinnati Municipal
Code Section 111-5 and zoning district(s); and

APPROVE the Notwithstanding Ordinance for relief from the ground
floor transparency and signage standards in the Downtown
Development (DD) zoning district for a building located at 50 W. 5th

Street in the Central Business District with the following conditions:

11

12
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RECOMMENDATION

(continued)

13

1) The development and signage of 50 W. 5th Street must

substantially comply with the plans submitted in Exhibit B; and

2) The Notwithstanding Ordinance does not provide a variance

from any other laws of the City of Cincinnati, and the property

shall remain subject to all other provisions of the Cincinnati

Municipal Code, DD, “Downtown Development,” zoning district.

13
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Attached is a presentation for the Equitable Growth and Housing Committee about Plan 

Cincinnati, the City of Cincinnati’s Comprehensive Plan, which was adopted by Cincinnati City 

Council in 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

cc:   Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director  

Department of City Planning and Engagement 

 

             

            June 7, 2022 

 

 

TO:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

 

FROM: John P. Curp, Interim City Manager                  202201319 

 

SUBJECT: Presentation – Plan Cincinnati 
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Plan Cincinnati: 
The City of Cincinnati’s 

Comprehensive Plan 
Equitable Growth and Housing Committee| June 7, 2022
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What is a Comprehensive Plan?

•A guide to the City’s future 
development and redevelopment

•Provides guidance to the City in 
developing and directing future 
capital budgets

• Serves as the basis for zoning 
recommendations

80
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What is it NOT?

• It does not make operational recommendations – it makes 
physical and policy recommendations.

• It does not focus on individual neighborhoods or go into 
detail.  It focuses on the City as a whole. 

• It is not simply a list of tasks for the City to complete.
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|

Why did the City need a New Comprehensive Plan?

•Cincinnati was growing and changing

•Projects moving forward 
simultaneously

•Needed a clear vision and strategy of 
how projects relate to one another 

• Slower Economy = Good time for 
Long-Range Planning
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A Once-in-a-Generation Opportunity

1925 1948 1980

2012
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The Plan Cincinnati Process
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A Plan Based on Community Character

• A focus on re-creating urban form – modernization 
without suburbanization.

• An approach to policy based on revitalizing our 
neighborhood centers and corridors and improving 
quality of life. 

• A significant shift in comprehensive planning.
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The Plan Cincinnati Vision

Thriving Re-Urbanization

The vision for the future of Cincinnati is focused on an 
unapologetic drive to create and sustain a thriving 
inclusive urban community, where engaged people and 
memorable places are paramount, where creativity and 
innovation thrive, and where local pride and confidence 
are contagious.
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Summary of Plan Cincinnati

• Guiding Policy Principles

• Guiding Geographic Principles

• Five Initiative Areas

• Goals
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Guiding Policy Principles
The “Big Ideas” of Plan Cincinnati
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Increase our population.
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12|Build on our assets.
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Be recognized.

91



14|

Be aggressive and strategic 
in growth and development.
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Preserve (or create) a 
pedestrian-scaled city.
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Spend public funds more 
strategically.
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Develop a culture of 
health.
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Preserve our natural and 
historic resources.

96



19|

Strengthen our 
community organizations.
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Lead by example to 
strengthen our region.
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Implement our plan.
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The Guiding Geographic Principles

Focus revitalization on existing centers of activity.

Link centers with effective transportation for 
maximum accessibility.

Create new centers of activity where appropriate.

Maximize industrial reinvestment in existing industrial 
areas.
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Conceptual Land Use Map

• Strict parcel-by-parcel land use-driven approach is 
ineffective for compact walkable areas.

• Maps define the areas where compact walkable 
development should be reinforced or established.

• A new kind of map, showing conceptual framework, 
guided by community character.
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Five Initiative Areas

Compete: Be the pivotal economic force of the region

Connect: Bring people and places together

Live: Strengthen our magnetic City with energized people

Sustain: Steward resources and ensure long-term viability

Collaborate: Partner to reach our common goals
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Compete Goals

• Foster a climate conducive to growth, investment, stability, and 
opportunity.

• Cultivate our position as the most vibrant and economically healthiest 
part of our region.

• Become nationally and internationally recognized as a vibrant and unique 
city.
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Connect Goals

• Develop an efficient multi-modal transportation system that supports 
neighborhood livability.

• Develop a regional transportation system that promotes economic vitality.
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Live Goals

• Build a robust public life.

• Create a more livable community.

• Provide a full spectrum of housing options, and improve housing quality 
and affordability.
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Sustain Goals

• Become a healthier Cincinnati.

• Preserve our natural and built environment.

• Manage our financial resources.
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Collaborate Goals

• Work in synergy with the Cincinnati community.

• Speak in a unified voice with other entities to reach regional goals.

• Cooperate internally and externally to improve service efficiency.
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Our Goals and Strategies
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Partnerships

• Some things in the Plan are pivotal to the City but we 
can’t do it alone – need partners

• Each Strategy lists partners necessary for 
implementation

• City may not always be the lead agency but will always have a role
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An Award-Winning Plan

• 2013 Frank F. Ferris Award 

• For Outstanding Planning in Hamilton County

• 2013 Award for Contribution and Excellence, Ohio Chapter of the 
American Planning Association (APA) 

• Comprehensive Planning in a Large Jurisdiction

• 2014 Daniel Burnham Award, American Planning Association (APA) 
National Planning Excellence and Achievement Award 

• Planning profession’s highest honor for a Comprehensive Plan

126



127



|

Plan Cincinnati Today

• Still guiding policy decisions

• Since adoption, Ordinances reflect Plan consistency

• Capital budget reviewed for Plan consistency

• Plan being implemented, but not being tracked or reported as well 
as it could

• 10 years in 2022 – should be updated in coming years
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www.plancincinnati.org
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City of Cincinnati
801 Plum Saect, Suite 346B

Ciiicmiiaii, Ohio 45202

Phone {513) 352-3640
Email icttxrameidiiig@cinciniiati-oh.gov
Web www.cinciiuiati-oh.gov

Jeff Cramerding
Coundlmember

MOTION

May 23, 2022

WE MOVE that the Administration provide a REPORT on how the city can include fair
wages and safe working condition clauses in development projects that receive a municipal
benefit, rather than placing such requirements on a contract-by-contract basis.

BACKGROUND

The City of Cincinnati does not have any contractual wage or working conditions
requirements in development projects that receive municipal benefits. The report requested
through this motion would assist City Council in creating a policy that would provide clarity
to developers.
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City of Cincinnati
Hill Plijin Siirrt.Snilp 546A

(-■iiciniMti, Oiiin 453(0

PImmvp: (513) 352 3464
l-inail: iiuik.irUtn.yilrijtniwMli
Writ: «M^'.ruiciiuuti oh.f{<A-

Mark Jeffreys
(.miuilmoitlHT

May 31, 2022
MOTION

Housing & Transportation

WE MOVE that, the Administration work with the Mt. Washington Community Development
Corporation (MWCDC), the Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation
(MWCURC), and the Mt. Washington Community Council (MWCC) to implement an Urban
Parking Overlay in the Mount Washington neighborhood in the spirit of the attached map in
Exhibit A proposed by MWCDC.

STATEMENT

An Urban Parking Overlay is a zoning overlay that removes parking requirements from
the zoning code within that overlay. Parking requirements—generally speaking—require most
housing developments and small businesses to provide a certain number of parking spaces
corresponding to their housing development/business. Parking requirements are one example of
how cities across the United States have actively promoted and prioritized cars over people. Mt.
Washington is doing a commendable job reversing this trend and revitalizing their business
district and neighborhood towards a walkable, multi-modal future. For example, MWCDC
would like to renovate a historic building in their business district; unfortunately, the current
parking requirements inhibit this building from being redeveloped into its highest and best use.
By implementing an Urban Parking Overlay in Mt. Washington, the City will buttress Mt.
Washington's efforts to continue to grow and thrive as a community.

The City of Cincinnati has already implemented two Urban Parking Overlay Districts:
District #1 covers Downtown, Over-the-Rhine, Pendleton, and parts of Mt. Auburn and West
End, and District #2 covers a large portion of Camp Washington. These two districts were
approved on September 19, 2019 and June 23, 2021 respectively.

The Mt. Washington Community Development Corporation (CDC) reached out to
Councilmember Jeffreys's and Councilmember Harris's offices in February of 2022 to discuss
the possibility of implementing an Urban Parking Overlay in their neighborhood. The MWCDC
then furnished the map displayed in Exhibit A and engaged with the MWCC as well as the
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MWCURC. All three organizations have expressed their support for this initiative, with
corresponding letters of support attached as Exhibit B to this motion.

ciyiw
CouncilmemberMark Jeffreys Councilmember Reggie Harris
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Exhibit A

Desired implementation area of the Urban Parking Overlay

:  (

f  1**

.

-j

Mt. Washington has requested that the area depicted in red and blue (blue representing
Mt. Washington's Neighborhood Business District) become an Urban Parking Overlay

District.
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Exhibit B

Letters of Support

Vt4
i- o JNT WASHINGTON

May a 2022

Mayor AftabEuce:yal
City Manager John Curp
Members of City Council
City Hall, 801 Plum Street
Cincinnati. OH 45202

Re; Parking Overlay for Mt. Washington

Dear City of Cincinnati,

Mt. Washington Community Council supports establishing an Urban
Parking Overlay in the Mt. Washington business district.

Easing current parking requirements vrill be a benefit to our existing
businesses as well as allow us to attract new businesses to our
Neighborhood Business District and to be competitive with other
neighborhoods.

We also believe this wll encourage more neighbors to bike and walk to our
NBD which aligns with our primary goals for the NBD and supports our
Neighborhood Comprehensive Plan.

Sincerely,

iCissa Tofjue

Ellssa Pogue
President. Mt. Washington Communltv Council

Letter of Support from Mt. Washington's Community Council
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MT. WASHINGTON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (MWCDC)

May 9. 2022

MWCEX;

613-232-0373

mwcdcinfoOgmail.cafn

66&Q Ambar Avenue

Cincinnab. Ot<

46230-2817

Mayor Aftab PurevaJ
Members of Cincinnati City Councfl
John Curp. City Manager of Cirwinnatl
B01 Plum Street I Cincinnati. OH 45202

re: Urban Parking Overlay. Mt. Washington

To City Leaciersftip.

Mt Washington Community Development Corporation sinceraly
supports eatabliahing an Urban Parking Overlay District in the Mt

Washington busiriess district.

As vre work attract new arxJ varied businesses to our Neighborhood
Business District (NBD), we are consistently asked about parldng
availablity. While we are fortunate to have signi^cant free and pub
lic parking in our NBD. removing the barriers created by some of the
pa^ng restiiciions w8l make all of our commercial properties more
competitve and attractive.

We also believe this wlB encourage more neighbors to bike and
walk to our NBD which aiigne with our primary goals for the NBD
and supports our Neighborhood Comprehensive Plan.

We have presented and discussed this with our Ccmmuni^ CouncS,
business association and various business owners in our NBD and

have th^r enthusiastic support

Sincerely.

70c4td(f 0 'Hdil

Wendy L. O'Neal

President, Mt Washinton CDC
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MT WASHIN6T0N

COMMUNITY UIIBAN REDEVELOPEMENT CORPORATION

Ml CM wont At'C. ClnCINNArt, OtI 4M>a

UWCURC.OAC

May 9, 2022

Mayor Aftab Pureval
Members of Cincinnati City Council
John Curp, City Ntanager of Cincinnati
801 Plum Street, | Cincinnati, OH 45202

CinciimRti MRyor Puieval, Members of Qcy Coondl eod Manager Cmp,

Mt. Washington Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation supports an Urban
Parking Overiay in our business district

Easing current parking requirements will be a beneft to our existing businesses as well
as allow us to attract new businesses to our Neighborhood Business District (NBD)
and allow ML Washington to be competitive with other neighborhoods.

We also believe this will encourage more neightjors to Wke and walk to our NBD which
aligns with our primary goals for the NBD and supports our Neighborhood
Comprehensive Plan.

Sincerely,

Jac^ Vifarcfo

Jack Vilardo
PxesidentNfWCURC
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