
Honorable City Planning Commission                                                         June 2, 2023 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

 

SUBJECT:  A report and recommendation on proposed text amendments to modify Title XIV “Zoning 

Code of the City of Cincinnati” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code by repealing and reordaining the 

provisions of Sections 1427-26 “Sandwich Board Sign Regulations” and Section 1437-09 “Development 

Standards in UD Overlay Districts,” to allow the placement of sandwich board signs in the Urban Design 

Overlay Districts of College Hill, Hyde Park, and Mt. Airy neighborhoods. 

 

EXHIBITS: 

Provided in addition to this report are the following exhibits: 

• Exhibit A – Location Map 

• Exhibit B – Ordinance 

 

BACKGROUND: 

On October 11, 2022, Cincinnati City Council approved permitting sandwich board signs in Urban Design 

Overlay Districts (UDOD) in which they were previously prohibited, allowing neighborhoods with 

UDODs to “opt in” for allowing them if so desired. The City began receiving enforcement complaints 

related to sandwich board signs in Mt. Washington’s UDOD which caused several business owners to 

incur daily fines. Several small business owners and residents of Mt. Washington, including members of 

the Mt. Washington Community Council (MWCC) and Mt. Washington Community Urban 

Redevelopment Corporation (MWCURC), then sought to allow sandwich board signs citing the impact 

they have on the vibrancy of the business district and their importance as a tool for local businesses to 

reach customers. In early 2022, the MWCURC reached out to Vice Mayor Kearney to sponsor a proposed 

Cincinnati Zoning Code text amendment addressing their concerns and permitting sandwich board signs 

in their UDOD, which was ultimately approved.  

 

Each neighborhood must individually seek a text amendment to permit sandwich board signs in their 

UDODs. Since the approval of sandwich board signs in Mt. Washington, three additional communities 

reached out to Vice Mayor Kearney to sponsor an ordinance permitting sandwich boards in their UDODs, 

including: 

• College Hill 

• Hyde Park (Hyde Park Square) 

• Mt. Airy 

 

On May 10, 2023, City Council officially referred the proposed Zoning Code text amendment to the 

Department of City Planning and Engagement to begin the formal public approval process, which includes 

a public staff conference, a City Planning Commission review and vote, followed by a final decision by 

City Council. It should be noted that this proposed ordinance is repealing and reordaining two sections of 

Chapter 1437, “Urban Design Overlay District,” due to the accidental inclusion of incorrect versions of 

two sections in Chapter 1437: 

• § 1437-07, “Applications Subject to Review” 

• § 1437-09, “Development Standards in Urban Design Overlay Districts” 

 

Repealing and reordaining the provisions of these two sections will restore these sections to the most 

recently approved changes from October 2021. The proposed ordinance will not make any additional 

changes, except to permit sandwich boards in the UDODs as stated above.  

 



PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS AND ANALYSIS: 

The Department of City Planning and Engagement and the Department of Law propose the following 

amendments to the Title XIV, “Zoning Code of the City of Cincinnati” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code:  

 

Section 1437-09 “Development Standards in Urban Design Overlay Districts” 

Overview: The proposed amendment: 

1. Marks the provisions of § 1437-09 (a) S6 as applicable to UD #1, College Hill Business District; 

UD #4, Hyde Park Square Business District; and UD #9, Mt. Airy Business District, in Schedule 

1437-09. 

 

Analysis: This amendment applies the provision to permit sandwich board signs in § 1437-09 (a) S6 to 

the UDODs in College Hill, Hyde Park Square, Hyde Park East, and Mt. Airy. If S6 is not adopted, 

sandwich board signs will remain as a prohibited sign per § 1437-09 (a) S1. After conversations with Hyde 

Park Neighborhood Council, their intension was for the proposed ordinance to include both of their 

UDODs in this ordinance, including Hyde Park Square (included in proposed ordinance) and the Hyde 

Park East Business District. Therefore, staff is recommending to also include UDOD #11, Hyde Park East 

in this ordinance. 

 

The proposed ordinance is attached as Exhibit B. Modifications to the zoning text are not marked as 

underlines (additions) or strikethroughs (deletions) due to repealing and reordaining all provisions of 

§1437-07 and §1437-09. 

 

PUBLIC STAFF CONFERENCE: 

A virtual public staff conference will be held on Tuesday, May 30, 2023 to gather comment and input 

regarding the proposed text amendments. Mailed and emailed notice was sent 14 days in advance to all 

community councils, as is the standard process for a proposed Zoning Code text amendment. A webpage 

was created on the Department of City Planning and Engagement’s website with information on the public 

meeting dates, background on the proposal, a summary of the modifications, and the draft ordinance. The 

link to this webpage was provided on the notice. Although the public staff conference will occur after the 

staff report is publicly released, a summary of the public comment and any additional correspondence will 

be shared with the City Planning Commission before and at the June 2, 2023 meeting. 

 

As a brief review of the October 2022 public comment from the text amendments allowing sandwich 

boards in UDODs, attendees from Mt. Washington expressed support for having sandwich board signs in 

the business district citing that the signs are great marketing for small businesses and support pedestrian 

customers. This ordinance includes three additional neighborhoods at the request of their community 

council leadership. 

 

CONSISTENCY WITH PLANS: 

College Hill Urban Design Plan (2001) 

The proposed amendment is consistent with the Preliminary Strategic Recommendation in Chapter 4.1.6 

Image/Appearance section of the College Hill Urban Design Plan (2001) to “Develop unique street signs 

to attract pedestrians and motorists, as well as directing them to parking areas and businesses. Establish 

business directories and maps at strategic locations for pedestrians” (p. 13). 

 

Hyde Park Square Neighborhood Business District Urban Design Plan (1984) 

The proposed amendments are generally consistent with the Vehicular/Pedestrian Circulation 

Recommendation 8 of the Hyde Park Square Neighborhood Business District Urban Design Plan (1984) 



 to “Develop pedestrian level communication and identity signage, especially in the inner-block parking 

areas” (p.25) and with the Streetscape Recommendation for Signage and Graphics recommendation to 

“provide pedestrian low-level signage for shopping opportunities” (p. 79).  

 

Hyde Park East Neighborhood Business District Urban Design Plan (1997)  

The proposed amendments are generally consistent with the Marketing and Promotions Goal of the Hyde 

Park East Neighborhood Business District Urban Design Plan (1997) to “Market the district as a separate 

and distinct business district offering a variety of personal service and specialty retail stores” (p.21).  

 

Mount Airy Neighborhood Business District Urban Design Plan (1996) 

The proposed amendments are generally consistent with the Business Development goal of the Mount 

Airy Neighborhood Business District Urban Design Plan (1997) to “enhance the economic vitality of the 

existing businesses and the business district as a whole” (p.12). 

 

Plan Cincinnati (2012) 

The proposed amendments are also consistent with the Compete Initiative Area of Plan Cincinnati (2012) 

to “Foster a climate conducive to growth, investment, stability, and opportunity,” through “growing our 

own by focusing on business expansion,” (p. 103) and the Live Initiative Area to “build a robust public 

life” through “developing inviting and engaging public spaces that encourage social interaction” and 

“creating a welcoming civic atmosphere” (p. 149). 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The staff of the Department of City Planning and Engagement recommends that the City Planning 

Commission take the following actions: 

   

APPROVE the proposed text amendments as identified in Exhibit B modifying Title XIV, 

“Zoning Code of the City of Cincinnati” of the Cincinnati Municipal Code, by REPEALING AND 

REORDAINING the provisions of Section 1437-07 “Applications Subject to Review,” and 

Section 1437-09 “Development Standards in UD Overlay Districts,” to allow the placement of 

sandwich board signs in Urban Design Overlay Districts in the College Hill, Hyde Park, and Mt. 

Airy neighborhoods. 

 

APPROVE including UDOD #11, Hyde Park East, into the Exhibit B ordinance. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted:    Approved: 

      
Maria Dienger, City Planner     Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director 

Department of City Planning & Engagement  Department of City Planning & Engagement 
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Clifton Town Meeting 

P. O. Box 20042 
 45220 

 

  
College Hill Forum 

P.O. Box 24160 
 45224 

 

  
Columbia Tusculum Community 

Council 
P.O. Box 68075 

 45206 
 

 
Corryville Community Council 
260 Stetson Street, Suite E 

 45219 
 

  
Hartwell Improvement Association 

c/o HIA P.O. Box 15608 
 45215 

 

  
Hyde Park Neighborhood Council 

P.O. Box 8064 
 45208 

 

 
Kennedy Heights Community 

Council 
PO Box 36318 

 45213 
 

  
Mt. Airy Town Council 

P.O Box 53737 
 45224 

 

  
Mt. Lookout Community Council 

P.O. Box 8444 
 45208 

 

 
Mt. Washington Community Council 

P.O. Box 30387 
 45230 

 

  
North Avondale Neighborhood 

Association 
PO Box 16152 

 45216 
 

  
Oakley Community Council 

P.O. Box 9244 
 45209 

 

 
Pleasant Ridge Community Council 

P.O. Box 128705 
 45212 

 

  
Roselawn Community Council 

7610 Reading Road, 411, 
Cincinnati, OH 45237 

 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 


