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AGENDA

PUBLIC HEARING

CONVENTION DISTRICT COMMUNITY AUTHORITY

1. 202502051 PETITION (AMENDED), submitted by the Clerk of Council, from Donald L. 
Winter, III, Frost Brown Todd LLP, regarding an amended and restated petition 
to establish the Convention District Community Authority as a new community 
authority and a new community district pursuant to Chapter 349 of the Ohio 
Revised Code.

Sponsors: Clerk of Council

PETITIONAttachments:

2. 202502076 RESOLUTION (LEGISLATIVE) (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. 
Long, City Manager, on 12/1/2025, ORGANIZING the Convention District New 
Community Authority; APPROVING the amended petition; ESTABLISHING 
the boundaries of the authority; APPOINTING members of the board of 
trustees of the authority; ESTABLISHING the method for selecting the board 
of trustees of the authority; FIXING the surety bond amount for the members 
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of the board of trustees; and ESTABLISHING the method for selecting the 
board of trustees of the authority.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

END OF PUBLIC HEARING

SOPEC

3. 202502085 REPORT, dated  12/1/2025, submitted Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, 
regarding Options for Energy Aggregation Through Shared Electricity 
Procurement. (Reference Document # 202501981)

Sponsors: City Manager

ReportAttachments:

4. 202501777 ORDINANCE, submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, AUTHORIZING 
the City Manager to enter into any agreements necessary to enable the City to 
join the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”) and act jointly with 
other municipalities, townships, counties, and other political subdivisions to 
maximize the potential benefits of electricity procurement through group 
purchasing efforts; and APPROVING the SOPEC Plan of Operation and 
Governance and the Amended and Restated Bylaws Governing SOPEC.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachment

Attachments:

5. 202502063 ORDINANCE (B VERSION) (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, 
City Manager, on 12/1/2025, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to enter into 
any agreements necessary to enable the City to join the Southeast Ohio Public 
Energy Council (“SOPEC”) and act jointly with other municipalities, townships, 
counties, and other political subdivisions to maximize the potential benefits of 
electricity procurement through group purchasing efforts for mercantile 
customers; and APPROVING the SOPEC Plan of Operation and Governance 
and the Amended and Restated Bylaws Governing SOPEC.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

TRANSFERS AND APPROPRIATIONS

6. 202502015 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, 
on 11/19/2025, AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $1,174,000 
from the unappropriated surplus of Recreation Special Activities Fund 323 to 
various Cincinnati Recreation Commission Recreation Special Activities Fund 
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operating budget accounts according to the attached Schedule of Transfer to 
provide resources for planned expenditures.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachment

Attachments:

7. 202502022 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, 
on 11/19/2025, AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $480,000 
from the unappropriated surplus of Municipal Golf Fund 105 to Cincinnati 
Recreation Commission Municipal Golf Fund non-personnel operating budget 
account no. 105x195x7200 to provide resources for planned expenditures.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

GRANTS AND DONATIONS

8. 202502014 ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 11/19/2025, 
AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for a grant of up to $120,000 from 
the National Recreation and Parks Association (“NRPA”) for lighting and 
parking infrastructure improvements at the Losantiville Recreation Area; 
AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept an in-kind donation of lighting and 
parking infrastructure from NRPA through Musco Lighting for the Losantiville 
Recreation Area valued at up to $100,000; AUTHORIZING the City Manager to 
accept and appropriate up to $20,000 in grant resources from NRPA; and 
AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to deposit the grant funds into Fund 
319, “Contributions for Recreation Purposes,” revenue account no. 319x8571.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

9. 202502013 ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 11/19/2025, 
AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept a donation of up to $11,520 from 
the Cincinnati Fire Foundation to provide resources for the installation of an 
equipment storage unit at the new Fire Training Facility; AUTHORIZING the 
Director of Finance to deposit the donated funds into General Fund 050 
revenue account no. 050x8571; and AUTHORIZING the transfer and 
appropriation of up to $11,520 from the unappropriated surplus of General 
Fund 050 to Cincinnati Fire Department General Fund non-personnel 
operating budget account no. 050x272x7200 to provide resources for the 
installation of an equipment storage unit at the new Fire Training Facility.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:
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WATER SERVICE AGREEMENT

10. 202502017 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, 
on 11/19/2025, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a Second 
Amendment to the Water Service Agreement between the City of Cincinnati 
and the City of Lebanon, Ohio to permit the installation of a new wholesale 
water connection to serve new residential properties within the City of 
Lebanon.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachment

Attachments:

EASEMENTS

11. 202502019 ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 11/19/2025, 
AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a release of easements to 
terminate certain easements for road and flood protection levee purposes and 
acquire an easement for road and flood protection levee purposes over a 
portion of real property located along or near Madison Road in the Madisonville 
neighborhood of the City of Cincinnati.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachment A

Attachment B

Attachments:

PRESENTATIONS

12. 202502058 PRESENTATION, submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, dated 
12/1/2025, regarding the Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC) FY 2025 
Budget Variance. 

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Presentation

Attachments:

13. 202502090 PRESENTATION, submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, dated 
12/1/2025, regarding Energy Aggregation & SOPEC. 

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Presentation

Attachments:

ADJOURNMENT
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    December 1, 2025 

To: Members of the Budget and Finance Committee 

From: Sheryl M.M. Long, City Manager  

Subject: LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION – ORGANIZING THE 

CONVENTION DISTRICT COMMUNITY AUTHORITY 

Attached is an Emergency Legislative Resolution captioned: 

ORGANIZING the Convention District New Community Authority; 

APPROVING the amended petition; ESTABLISHING the 

boundaries of the authority; APPOINTING members of the board of 

trustees of the authority; ESTABLISHING the method for selecting 

the board of trustees of the authority; FIXING the surety bond amount 

for the members of the board of trustees; and ESTABLISHING the 

method for selecting the board of trustees of the authority. 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with ORC 349, property owners can voluntarily opt into a New 

Community Authority, which allows those consenting property owners to subject 

themselves to various revenue generating sources which include, but are not limited 

to, charges as it pertains to assessed property valuation, sales, lodging revenue, and 

fixed parcel charges. 

Property owners within the Convention District are interested in creating the 

Convention District Community Authority to support the financing of the 

Convention Hotel project, an approximately 700-room convention center hotel and 

related improvements that will anchor the District and enhance the existing 

commercial, retail, office, restaurant, entertainment and other existing uses. 

Council previously passed Emergency Resolution 64-2025 which determined a 

previously submitted petition was sufficient. An amended petition was 

subsequently submitted, and a required hearing was held on December 1, 2025. 

This resolution will approve the amended petition and organize the Convention 

District Community Authority, including appointing members to its board of 

trustees. 

202502076
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Convention District Community Authority 
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RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this legislative resolution.  

 

cc: Markiea L. Carter, Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development 
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Attachment A: Convention District Community Authority Map 
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E M E R G E N C Y 
 

ZDS 
 
 

- 2025 
 
 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a First Amendment to 
Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption Agreement with SoLi Interests LLC, an affiliate 
of Urban Sites, thereby authorizing a ten-year extension to an existing tax exemption for 100 
percent of the value of improvements made to real property located at 1200 and 1208 Main Street 
in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati. 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 248-2014, passed by Council on September 4, 
2014, the City entered into a certain Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption Agreement 
with SoLi Interests LLC (together with its successors and assigns, the “Company”), dated 
September 15, 2014 (the “Agreement”), which provides for a 100 percent real property tax 
exemption for the value of improvements to real property located 1200 and 1208 Main Street in 
the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, as more particularly described in the Agreement, 
for ten years (the “Original Term”); and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“R.C.”) Section 3735.67(D)(1), the City may 

extend a period of exemption from real property taxation for up to ten years (an “Historic 
Extension”) if the property is a structure of historical or architectural significance, is a certified 
historic structure that has been subject to federal tax treatment under 26 U.S.C. 47 and 170(h), and 
the residential units within the structure have been leased to individual tenants for at least five 
consecutive years (the “Extension Requirements”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Company has represented to the City that the Property satisfies the 

Extension Requirements and is eligible for an Historic Extension, and has requested that the City 
grant an extension of the real property tax exemption, for a total exemption term not to exceed 
twenty years; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Company has committed to lease and make available (i) two of                   

the residential units on the Property to families at or below sixty percent of the Area Median 
Income, and (ii) two of the residential units on the Property to families at or below eighty percent 
of the Area Median Income, as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, and as may be updated from time to time (together, the “Affordability 
Requirements”), upon the terms and conditions more particularly described in the draft                        
First Amendment to Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption Agreement attached as 
Attachment A hereto (the “Amendment”); and  

 
WHEREAS, in consideration of the Company’s agreement to comply with the 

Affordability Requirements, and provided that the Company satisfies the Extension Requirements 
and the other terms of the Agreement, as amended by the Amendment, the City desires to provide 
for an Historic Extension of up to ten years; and
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WHEREAS, the Property is located within the Cincinnati City School District and, as 
required by the Agreement, the Company entered into a certain Payment in Lieu of Taxes 
Agreement dated November 9, 2014, pursuant to which the Company agreed to pay the Board of 
Education of the Cincinnati City School District (the “Board of Education”), amounts equal to 25 
percent of the exempt real property taxes during the Original Term; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education, pursuant to that certain Tax Incentive Agreement 

with the City effective as of April 28, 2020 (as may be amended, the “2020 Board of Education 
Agreement”), has approved exemptions of up to 100 percent of Community Reinvestment Area 
projects authorized by Council beginning in 2020, waived advance notice and the right to review 
such projects, and waived sharing or allocation of municipal income taxes in connection with such 
projects; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the 2020 Board of Education Agreement, the Company has 

entered into (or will enter into) an agreement with the Board of Education requiring the Company 
to pay the Board of Education amounts equal to 33 percent of the exempt real property taxes during 
the term of the Historic Extension; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City’s Department of Community and Economic Development estimates 

that, during the Historic Extension, the real property tax exemption for the Improvements will 
provide an annual net benefit to the Company in the amount of approximately $17,460; now, 
therefore, 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 

Section 1. That Council authorizes the City Manager:  

(a) to execute an amendment to a certain Community Reinvestment Area Tax 
Exemption Agreement between the City of Cincinnati (the “City”) and SoLi 
Interests LLC (together with its successors and assigns, the “Company”), 
dated September 15, 2014 (the “Agreement”), in substantially the form of 
Attachment A to this ordinance (the “Amendment”), authorizing the 
extension of the real property tax exemption provided by the Agreement by 
up to ten additional years, relating to real property located 1200 and 1208 
Main Street in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, which 
property is more particularly described in the Agreement, provided the 
Company satisfies certain conditions as described in the Agreement, as 
amended by the Amendment, including compliance with all statutory 
requirements; 

(b) to submit on behalf of Council annual reports on the Agreement to the 
Director of the Ohio Department of Development, in accordance with Ohio 
Revised Code Section 3735.672, and to the Board of Education of the 
Cincinnati City School District, as necessary; and  

(c) to take all necessary and proper actions to fulfill the City’s obligations under 
the Agreement, as amended by the Amendment. 
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Section 2. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms 

of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is 

to enable the parties to execute the Amendment as soon as possible prior to the termination of the 

current property exemption.  

 
 
Passed:     , 2025 
 
 
              

        Aftab Pureval, Mayor 
 
 
Attest:       

Clerk 
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Date: November 21, 2025 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager  

Subject: Options for Energy Aggregation Through Shared Electricity Procurement 

Reference Document #202501981 

The Budget & Finance Committee of Council at its session on November 10, 2025, 

referred the following motion for report: 

WE MOVE that the administration prepares a report within 30 days covering 

the city's options for energy aggregation through shared electricity 

procurement. The report should cover the city's current work regarding energy 

aggregation and how possible partnerships with groups such as SOPEC would 

affect customers' electricity bills. 

Background 

Energy prices are rising1, and the impact is felt unevenly across households and 

businesses. The City Administration recognizes these challenges and seeks new tools 

to deliver clean and affordable energy to residents and businesses. This report 

provides an overview of energy aggregation in Ohio, the role it has played in 

Cincinnati, and new options and program partners to consider.  

Energy Aggregation 

To support competition and local choice, Ohio is one of ten states with legislation that 

enables community choice aggregation (CCA), also known as “government 

aggregation,” as a mechanism for municipalities to collectively procure electricity2 

and natural gas3. In Ohio, 390 electricity and gas aggregation programs are 

1 https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2025/07/24/energy-bills-likely-to-tick-up-again-in-2026-after-electricity-auction-

clears-at-maximum-price/  
2 ORC 4928.20 
3 ORC 4929.26 

202502085
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registered with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) with more passing 

every year. 

There are two types of government aggregation programs: Opt-in and Opt-out. "Opt 

in" means you must take a positive step, like checking a box, to agree to enroll. "Opt 

out" means you are automatically included by default and must take negative action, 

like calling to unenroll, to decline participation4.   

Aggregation in Cincinnati 

In Cincinnati, voters approved a ballot initiative in 2011 that enacted the City of 

Cincinnati to aggregate electricity5 and natural gas6 accounts and suppliers on behalf 

of its citizens and small businesses. By combining ("aggregating") all its eligible 

residents and small businesses together into one group, the City can obtain 

competitive utility rates that are typically lower than those offered by other suppliers. 

Both current aggregation programs in Cincinnati are “Opt-out” and serve residential 

and small business customers. No municipality within Ohio or nationally serves the 

commercial or industrial sector, known collectively as mercantile customers. 

The City operates a Residential Aggregation Program (RAP) for electricity 

and natural gas. In May 2021, the City entered an eight-year contract with Dynegy 

Energy Services to supply electricity for the City’s Residential Aggregation Program7. 

Dynegy provides participants in the program with 100% green energy through the 

purchase of renewable energy credits (RECs), a portion of which is provided by the 

New Market Solar array in Highland County.  

From 2021-2025, this program has provided measurable electricity savings from 

Duke Standard Service Offering (SSO) while concurrently advancing the City’s 

sustainability objectives. 

 

  Duke SSO per kWh City RAP per kWh 

2021-2022 $0.0558 $0.0531 

2022-2023 $0.0685  $0.0502  

2023-2024 $0.0961  $0.0532  

2024-2025 $0.0805 $0.0778 

 
4 https://puco.ohio.gov/utilities/electricity/resources/government-aggregation  
5 ORD/Res# 0270-2011 
6 ORD/Res# 0271-2011 
7 Dynegy Energy Services contract information (City of Cincinnati, 2021) 
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Table showing historical residential aggregation rates versus Duke SSO (2021–2025) 

both averaged over fiscal year (July-June).8 

These savings reflect the City’s ability to leverage the collective purchasing power of 

residential participants and highlight the program’s ongoing success in delivering 

both financial and environmental benefits. Based on a compilation of data publicly 

available from the Public Utility Commission of Ohio, the rate offered by the 

aggregation program has been an average of 14.2% less than the Duke SSO since 

June 2019.9  

Participation in the program is open to eligible residents, with no fees for joining or 

leaving the RAP. Eligible residents who are not currently participating in the 

Residential Aggregation Program for electricity may join at any time by contacting 

Dynegy Energy Services at 1-855-326-0520. However, residents who have a contract 

with another electricity provider should review the terms of their contract to 

determine if they may be responsible for any cancellation fees charged by their 

current provider. Additional information on the City’s RAP can be found on the City’s 

Aggregation Program Website10. 

Dynegy will continue to be the City’s Residential Electric Aggregation Program 

provider through 2030, and IGS will continue to be the City’s Residential Natural 

Gas Aggregation provider through August 2026. 

For more information on Duke Energy’s current rates and to compare suppliers, 

residents may visit PUCO’s energychoice.ohio.gov website.  

Residents who would like to opt-out of the aggregation program this year should call 

Dynegy Energy Services at 1-855-326-0520. Residents wishing to be permanently 

removed from the electric aggregation program customer list should also contact the 

Public Utility Commission of Ohio (PUCO) at 1-800-686-7826. 

Clean Energy Development 

The overarching goal of the Green Cincinnati Plan is to achieve carbon neutrality by 

205011. The City’s efforts to deliver affordable clean energy to residents and 

businesses are critical to achieving Cincinnati’s carbon neutrality commitment.  

 
8 City of Cincinnati Office of Environment and Sustainability, 2024, “Historic Rate Comparison 2024-11-26”  
9 City of Cincinnati Office of Environment and Sustainability, 2024, “Historic Rate Comparison 2024-11-26” 
10 https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/buildings-and-energy/aggregation-program/ 
11 www.greencincinnatiplan.com  
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Moving towards this goal necessitates action primarily in the sectors of buildings, 

energy, and mobility. Collectively, our buildings and the energy they consume 

account for nearly 62% of Cincinnati’s carbon emissions. While residential buildings 

represent 7.8% of this whole, commercial and industrial buildings account for 54%.   

The Residential Aggregation Program provides cost-competitive clean 

energy to more than 70,000 households. The administration is pursuing 

options to develop a similar program to provide affordable clean energy to 

businesses, described as a Mercantile Aggregation Program (MAP). 

 

Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council (SOPEC) 

 

Ordinance #0271-202512 considers the City of Cincinnati becoming a member of the 

Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council (SOPEC). SOPEC is a regional council of 

governments that has 40+ member communities across the state of Ohio including 

Cleveland, Dayton, Athens, and Chillicothe. They facilitate aggregation programs 

with a mission to provide access to sustainable energy solutions, offering a default 

product with 100% renewable energy.13 If chosen as a facilitator of the MAP, SOPEC 

would manage the program and leverage renewable energy resources to 

serve commercial or mercantile customers that opt-in to the program. 

Membership in SOPEC provides options for the City to consider for MAP and does 

not require formal agreement or limit choice for the City or businesses within City 

limits. 

 

Council of Governments Aggregation 

 

Per Ohio Revised Code, cities in Ohio can join councils of governments (COGs) and 

gain access to the energy programs they offer, including aggregation. Unlike investor-

owned utilities, Councils of Government are responsible to their members, not 

investors. 

 

To take part in an aggregation program with a COG government aggregator, the city 

must follow the steps outlined in Ohio law14. These steps include posting a notice, 

making Plans of Governance available, holding two public hearings and passing an 

 
12 ORD/Res #0271-2025 
13 https://www.sopec-oh.gov/  
14 Ohio R.C. 4928.20 
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ordinance.  In this case, the City seeks to adopt a plan of governance for a mercantile 

aggregation program. 

 

The Mercantile Aggregation Program concept is separate and distinct from the 

Residential Aggregation Program. The MAP could allow the City to aggregate 

medium and large commercial and industrial energy users who are currently 

ineligible for the existing Residential Aggregation Program due to energy use 

thresholds. By creating a separate, opt-in program, the City could extend the benefits 

of collective procurement to these additional sectors. The MAP would be a voluntary 

program, meaning only businesses who sign up will participate.   

In the future, the City could also consider joining the Northeast Ohio Public Energy 

Council (NOPEC). NOPEC is the other government aggregator based in Ohio and 

negotiates energy rates for 248 communities in Ohio. In 2024, NOPEC created its 

first sustainability mission, committed to achieving Net Zero by 2050 and 50% 

renewable electricity in its default offering to the communities by the end of 2026. As 

of June 2025, NOPEC’s default product includes 25% renewable energy mix.15 

 

Conclusion  

The City seeks to accelerate the pace of local clean energy development and provide 

easy and cost-effective access to commercial customers. Becoming a member of the 

SOPEC council of governments adds new expertise and capacity to launch 

a first-of-its-kind Mercantile Aggregation Program. The method for partnering 

with a council of governments is through joining as a member by adopting a Plan of 

Governance.  

Becoming a member has no cost to the City and does not require the City to move 

forward with any commitment, but it does give the City a partner to help reach its 

ambitious carbon emissions reduction goals in a new building sector. 

 

Q&A 

1) What is the difference between Mercantile and Residential 

customers? 

 

 
15 https://www.nopec.org/who-is-nopec/white-papers 
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Mercantile customers are commercial or industrial users whose electricity 

consumption exceeds 700,000 kWh per year.  

 

Residential customers consume less than 700,000 kWh annually and can 

include residences of all sizes as well as small businesses.  

 

Residential customers are presently served by the City’s Residential 

Aggregation Program, while Mercantile customers are not. 

 

2) Would Council approval of SOPEC membership prevent an eligible 

participant from using a different provider?  

 

No, all residents and businesses in Cincinnati can select their own energy 

provider.  Becoming a member of SOPEC does not change this. Becoming a 

member of SOPEC would provide mercantile customers a new, additional 

choice for energy provision.  Any customer who would like to receive energy 

from SOPEC will have to opt in.  

 

3) Can it be confirmed that selecting SOPEC as an energy provider is 

opt-in and that participants would have to actively sign up for it? 

 

Yes, selecting SOPEC as an energy provider would be opt-in and participants 

would have to actively sign up.  

 

The Residential Aggregation Program will be unchanged and continue to be an 

opt-out program operated by Dynegy. This is in alignment with the 

requirements stated in Ohio R.C. 4928.20. 

 

4) Will entering into SOPEC preclude the city in any way from governing 

their own energy rates? 

 

No, the City will retain its authority to choose the most advantageous energy 

rates.  

 

5) Will household utility bills be affected if the City joins SOPEC?  
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No. Household utility bills will not be affected by becoming a member of 

SOPEC.  Residential aggregation will continue to be facilitated by Dynegy and 

IGS in partnership with the City through the duration of the existing contracts.  

 

To avoid any confusion, a B version of the ordinance to join SOPEC is provided 

to explicitly state that this membership would serve mercantile customers, an 

audience not presently served by existing aggregation contracts. 

 

 

6) Will joining SOPEC infringe on existing aggregation contracts held by 

the City? 

 

No. Joining SOPEC does not infringe upon existing city aggregation contracts.  

 

7) Does joining SOPEC prevent Cincinnati from joining other Councils 

of Governments like NOPEC? 

 

No. Joining SOPEC does not prevent the City from joining NOPEC. There are 

other Ohio cities that are members of both organizations (e.g, Athens, 

Cleveland).  

 

 

CC: Oliver Kroner, Director, Office of Environment & Sustainability 

57



 
 

 
September 24, 2025 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of the City Council  

From:  Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – SOPEC Membership  

  

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned:  

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to enter into any agreements necessary to 

enable the City to join the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”) 

and act jointly with other municipalities, townships, counties, and other 

political subdivisions to maximize the potential benefits of electricity 

procurement through group purchasing efforts; and APPROVING the SOPEC 

Plan of Operation and Governance and the Amended and Restated Bylaws 

Governing SOPEC. 

 

WHEREAS, on September 4, 2025, Council passed Ordinance No. 271-2025 authorizing the 

scheduling of two public hearings pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 4928.20 to consider the 

Plan of Operation and Governance (the "Plan") for the Electric Service Aggregation Program 

sponsored by the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council ("SOPEC"); and  

 

WHEREAS, the two public hearings were conducted, and Council has reviewed the Plan and 

the SOPEC Bylaws; and  

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 270-2011, passed August 3, 2011, authorizes the City Manager 

to exercise the authority granted by voters jointly with other political subdivisions of the 

State of Ohio and to execute and deliver any necessary agreements with such other political 

subdivisions to establish an Electric Service Aggregation Program; and  

 

WHEREAS, Council finds it is in the best interest of the City and its residents to join the 

SOPEC and to authorize the City Manager to participate in the SOPEC aggregation program 

when it is advantageous to the City and its residents; now, therefore,  

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:  

 

Section 1. That the City Manager is authorized to enter into any agreements and take any 

action necessary for the City to join the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council ("SOPEC"), 

including but not limited to entering into the Amended and Restated Agreement Establishing 

the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (DBA Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council) 

("SOPEC Agreement") substantially in the form as attached, to implement the City's 

participation in the SOPEC's Electric Service Aggregation Programs and any additional 

programs referenced in the Plan as the City Manager determines is in the best interests of 

the City, its residents, and businesses.  

Section 2. That the Plan of Operation and Governance (the "Plan") for the Electric Service 

Aggregation Program sponsored by the SOPEC is approved. 

 

Section 3. That the Amended and Restated Bylaws Governing the SOPEC (DBA Sustainable 

Ohio Public Energy Council) are adopted and approved.  

202501777
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Section 4. That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and proper 

to carry out the terms of Sections 1 through 3.  

 

Section 5. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms of 

Article II, Section 6, of the Charter, be effective immediately.  

 

Joining SOPEC supports the 2023 Green Cincinnati Plan is in accordance with the “Sustain” 

goal to “[b]ecome a healthier Cincinnati” and strategy to “[c]reate a healthy environment and 

reduce energy consumption” as described on pages 181-186 of Plan Cincinnati (2012). The 

reason for the emergency is the immediate need for the City to achieve greater savings for 

the City's electric customers as soon as possible. The Administration recommends passage of 

this Emergency Ordinance. 

 

  

 

 

cc: Oliver Kroner, Director, Office of Environment and Sustainability  

John S. Brazina, Interim Assistant City Manager 
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E M E R G E N C Y 

 

KKF 

 

 

- 2025 

 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to enter into any agreements necessary to enable the City to join 

the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”) and act jointly with other municipalities, 

townships, counties, and other political subdivisions to maximize the potential benefits of electricity 

procurement through group purchasing efforts; and APPROVING the SOPEC Plan of Operation and 

Governance and the Amended and Restated Bylaws Governing SOPEC. 

 

WHEREAS, on September 4, 2025, Council passed Ordinance No. 271-2025 authorizing the 

scheduling of two public hearings pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 4928.20 to consider the Plan of 

Operation and Governance (the “Plan”) for the Electric Service Aggregation Program sponsored by 

the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the two public hearings were conducted, and Council has reviewed the Plan and 

the SOPEC Bylaws; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 270-2011, passed August 3, 2011, authorizes the City Manager 

to exercise the authority granted by voters jointly with other political subdivisions of the State of Ohio 

and to execute and deliver any necessary agreements with such other political subdivisions to 

establish an Electric Service Aggregation Program; and 

 

WHEREAS, Council finds it is in the best interest of the City and its residents to join the 

SOPEC and to authorize the City Manager to participate in the SOPEC aggregation program when it 

is advantageous to the City and its residents; now, therefore, 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 

 

Section 1. That the City Manager is authorized to enter into any agreements and take any 

action necessary for the City to join the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”), including 

but not limited to entering into the Amended and Restated Agreement Establishing the Southeast 

Ohio Public Energy Council (DBA Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council) (“SOPEC Agreement”) 

substantially in the form as attached, to implement the City’s participation in the SOPEC’s Electric 

Service Aggregation Programs and any additional programs referenced in the Plan as the City 

Manager determines is in the best interests of the City, its residents, and businesses. 

Section 2. That the Plan of Operation and Governance (the “Plan”) for the Electric Service 

Aggregation Program sponsored by the SOPEC is approved.
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Section 3. That the Amended and Restated Bylaws Governing the SOPEC (DBA Sustainable 

Ohio Public Energy Council) are adopted and approved. 

Section 4. That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and proper 

to carry out the terms of Sections 1 through 3. 

Section 5. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms of Article II, 

Section 6, of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is the immediate 

need for the City to join the SOPEC to achieve greater savings for the City’s electric customers as 

soon as possible. 

 

 

Passed:     , 2025 

 

 

       ______________________________________ 

                                                                                            Aftab Pureval, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:       

Clerk 
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To: Members of the Budget and Finance Committee

From: Sheryl M.M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance: SOPEC Membership Ordinance – B Version  

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned: 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to enter into any agreements 

necessary to enable the City to join the Southeast Ohio Public Energy 

Council (“SOPEC”) and act jointly with other municipalities, 

townships, counties, and other political subdivisions to maximize the 

potential benefits of electricity procurement through group purchasing 

efforts for mercantile customers; and APPROVING the SOPEC Plan 

of Operation and Governance and the Amended and Restated Bylaws 

Governing SOPEC. 

The Administration recommends passage of this Emergency Ordinance. This is a B 

Version of Ordinance #202501777.  This version states the City will adopt the 

SOPEC Plan of Operation and Governance and the Amended and Restated Bylaws 

for Mercantile Customers only. This is intended to provide clarification that this 

program will serve commercial customers and that residential energy bills will not 

be impacted by SOPEC membership. 

cc: Oliver Kroner, Director, Environment and Sustainability 

December 1, 2025

202502063
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E M E R G E N C Y 

 

KKF/B 

 

 

- 2025 

 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to enter into any agreements necessary to enable the City to 

join the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”) and act jointly with other 

municipalities, townships, counties, and other political subdivisions to maximize the potential 

benefits of electricity procurement through group purchasing efforts for mercantile customers; and 

APPROVING the SOPEC Plan of Operation and Governance and the Amended and Restated 

Bylaws Governing SOPEC. 

 

WHEREAS, on September 4, 2025, Council passed Ordinance No. 271-2025 authorizing 

the scheduling of two public hearings pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 4928.20 to consider the Plan 

of Operation and Governance (the “Plan”) for the Electric Service Aggregation Program sponsored 

by the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the two public hearings were conducted, and Council has reviewed the Plan 

and the SOPEC Bylaws; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 270-2011, passed August 3, 2011, authorizes the City 

Manager to exercise the authority granted by voters jointly with other political subdivisions of the 

State of Ohio and to execute and deliver any necessary agreements with such other political 

subdivisions to establish an Electric Service Aggregation Program; and 

 

WHEREAS, Council finds it is in the best interest of the City and its residents to join the 

SOPEC and to authorize the City Manager to participate in the SOPEC aggregation program, for 

mercantile customers that use over 700,000 kWh per year, when the City Manager determines it 

is advantageous to the City and its mercantile customers to do so; now, therefore, 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 

 

Section 1. That the City Manager is authorized to enter into any agreements and take any 

action necessary for the City to join the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”), 

including but not limited to entering into the Amended and Restated Agreement Establishing the 

Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (DBA Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council) (“SOPEC 

Agreement”) substantially in the form as attached, to implement the City’s participation in the 

SOPEC’s Electric Service Aggregation Programs and any additional programs referenced in the 

Plan, as they apply to mercantile customers using over 700,000 kWh per year, as the City Manager 

determines is in the best interests of the City and its mercantile customers.
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Section 2. That the Plan of Operation and Governance (the “Plan”) for the Electric Service 

Aggregation Program sponsored by the SOPEC is approved. 

Section 3. That the Amended and Restated Bylaws Governing the SOPEC (DBA 

Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council) are adopted and approved. 

Section 4. That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to carry out the terms of Sections 1 through 3. 

Section 5. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms 

of Article II, Section 6, of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is 

the immediate need for the City to join the SOPEC to achieve greater savings for the City’s 

mercantile electric customers as soon as possible. 

 

 

Passed:     , 2025 

 

 

              

                                                                                            Aftab Pureval, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:       

Clerk 
4929-2053-0773, v. 7 
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November 19, 2025 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

From:  Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance – Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC): 

Recreation Special Activities Fund 323 Supplemental Appropriation 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned: 

AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $1,174,000 from the 

unappropriated surplus of Recreation Special Activities Fund 323 to various 

Cincinnati Recreation Commission Recreation Special Activities Fund 

operating budget accounts according to the attached Schedule of Transfer to 

provide resources for planned expenditures. 

Approval of this Emergency Ordinance authorizes the transfer and appropriation of 

$1,174,000 from the unappropriated surplus of Recreation Special Activities Fund 323 to 

various Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC) Recreation Special Activities Fund 

operating budget accounts according to the attached Schedule of Transfer to provide resources 

for planned expenditures.  

The Cincinnati Recreation Commission had a FY 2025 budget shortfall in the Recreation 

Special Activities Fund and now requires a supplemental appropriation. The supplemental 

appropriation has been reduced compared to the prior proposed mid-year budget adjustment 

Ordinance, which was initially introduced to the City Council in September 2025 as Item No. 

202501613.  

CRC’s Division of Finance is now under new leadership with an interim Chief Financial 

Officer (CFO). The interim CFO re-examined the projections and reviewed historical actual 

spending, which led to a reduction in the total need. The need reduction is primarily driven 

by two sources, neither of which impacts service delivery.  

The first driver is a reduction in anticipated energy costs. This need was reduced based on a 

review of historical trends, plus updated energy projections provided by the Office of 

Environment and Sustainability (OES). The second driver is a reduction in non-personnel 

expenses related to automated external defibrillators (AEDs). These resources will now be 

appropriately aligned with the department’s updated AED implementation timeline.  

The reason for the emergency is the immediate need to provide resources within the 

Recreation Special Activities Fund for the ongoing needs of the Cincinnati Recreation 

Commission.   

The Administration recommends passage of this Emergency Ordinance. 

cc: Andrew Dudas, Budget Director 

Steve Webb, Finance Director 

Attachment 

202502015
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E M E R G E N C Y 
 

AEP 
 
 

- 2025 
 
 

AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $1,174,000 from the unappropriated surplus 
of Recreation Special Activities Fund 323 to various Cincinnati Recreation Commission 
Recreation Special Activities Fund operating budget accounts according to the attached Schedule 
of Transfer to provide resources for planned expenditures. 

 
WHEREAS, the Cincinnati Recreation Commission had a FY 2025 budget shortfall in the 

Recreation Special Activities Fund and now requires a supplemental appropriation in that fund; 
now, therefore, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 
 

Section 1. That $1,174,000 is transferred and appropriated from the unappropriated 

surplus of Recreation Special Activities Fund 323 to various Cincinnati Recreation Commission 

Recreation Special Activities Fund operating budget accounts according to the attached Schedule 

of Transfer to provide resources for planned expenditures. 

Section 2. That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to carry out the terms of Section 1. 

Section 3. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms 

of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately.  The reason for the emergency is 

the immediate need to provide resources within the Recreation Special Activities Fund for the 

ongoing needs of the Cincinnati Recreation Commission.   

 
 
Passed:     , 2025 
 
 
              
                                                                                                       Aftab Pureval, Mayor 
 
Attest:       

Clerk 
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SCHEDULE OF TRANSFER

CINCINNATI RECREATION COMMISSION FY 2026 MID-YEAR BUDGET ADJUSTMENT ORDINANCE 

Fund 323 Recreation Special Activities

  REDUCTIONS  Fund Agency

Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount  INCREASES  Fund Agency

Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
SOURCE ACCOUNTS USE ACCOUNTS 

CINCINNATI RECREATION COMMISSION

UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS 323 1,174,000 WEST REGION 323 191 7100 31,000

WEST REGION 323 191 7200 56,000

EAST REGION 323 192 7100 131,000

EAST REGION 323 192 7200 47,000

CENTRAL REGION 323 193 7100 132,000

CENTRAL REGION 323 193 7200 49,000

MAINTENANCE 323 194 7200 58,000

ATHLETICS 323 197 7100 643,000

ATHLETICS 323 197 7200 12,000

ADMINISTRATION 323 199 7400 15,000

TOTAL FUND 323 REDUCTIONS 1,174,000     TOTAL FUND 323 INCREASES 1,174,000    
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November 19, 2025 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance – Cincinnati Recreation Commission 

(CRC): Municipal Golf Fund 105 Supplemental Appropriation 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned: 

AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $480,000 from the 

unappropriated surplus of Municipal Golf Fund 105 to Cincinnati 

Recreation Commission Municipal Golf Fund non-personnel operating 

budget account no. 105x195x7200 to provide resources for planned 

expenditures. 

Approval of this Emergency Ordinance authorizes the transfer and appropriation of 

$480,000 from the unappropriated surplus of Municipal Golf Fund 105 to Cincinnati 

Recreation Commission (CRC) Municipal Golf Fund non-personnel operating budget 

account no. 105x195x7200 to provide resources for planned expenditures. 

The Cincinnati Recreation Commission had a FY 2025 budget shortfall in the 

Municipal Golf Fund and now requires a supplemental appropriation in that fund. 

The supplemental appropriation has been slightly reduced compared to the prior 

proposed mid-year budget adjustment Ordinance, which was initially introduced to 

the City Council in September 2025 as Item No. 202501613.  

CRC’s Division of Finance is now under new leadership with an interim Chief 

Financial Officer (CFO). The interim CFO re-examined the projections for this fund 

and reviewed historical actual spending, which led to a reduction in the total need. 

The reason for the emergency is the immediate need to provide resources within the 

Municipal Golf Fund for the ongoing needs of the Cincinnati Recreation Commission.  

The Administration recommends passage of this Emergency Ordinance. 

cc: Andrew Dudas, Budget Director 

Steve Webb, Finance Director 

Attachment 
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AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $480,000 from the unappropriated surplus       
of Municipal Golf Fund 105 to Cincinnati Recreation Commission Municipal Golf Fund                  
non-personnel operating budget account no. 105x195x7200 to provide resources for planned 
expenditures. 

 
WHEREAS, the Cincinnati Recreation Commission had a FY 2025 budget shortfall in the 

Municipal Golf Fund and now requires a supplemental appropriation in that fund; now, therefore, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 
 

Section 1. That $480,000 is transferred and appropriated from the unappropriated            

surplus of Municipal Golf Fund 105 to Cincinnati Recreation Commission Municipal Golf                 

Fund non-personnel operating budget account no. 105x195x7200 to provide resources for               

planned expenditures.  

Section 2. That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to carry out the terms of Section 1.  

Section 3. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms 

of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately.  The reason for the emergency is 

the immediate need to provide resources within the Municipal Golf Fund for the ongoing needs of 

the Cincinnati Recreation Commission.   

 
 
Passed:     , 2025 
 
 
              
                                                                                                       Aftab Pureval, Mayor 
 
Attest:       

Clerk 
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November 19, 2025 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC): National 

Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) Grant 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned: 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for a grant of up to $120,000 

from the National Recreation and Parks Association (“NRPA”) for 

lighting and parking infrastructure improvements at the Losantiville 

Recreation Area; AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept an in-kind 

donation of lighting and parking infrastructure from NRPA through 

Musco Lighting for the Losantiville Recreation Area valued at up to 

$100,000; AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept and appropriate 

up to $20,000 in grant resources from NRPA; and AUTHORIZING the 

Director of Finance to deposit the grant funds into Fund 319, 

“Contributions for Recreation Purposes,” revenue account no. 319x8571. 

Approval of this Ordinance authorizes the City Manager to apply for a grant of up to 

$120,000 from the National Recreation and Parks Association for lighting and parking 

infrastructure improvements at the Losantiville Recreation Area. NRPA funding 

consists of two parts, one part is an in-kind donation from Musco Lighting of between 

$50,000 and $100,000 for lighting and parking infrastructure improvements, and the 

second part is a $20,000 monetary donation from NRPA to activate infrastructure and 

increase participation in sports. 

The grant application deadline was October 10, 2025, and the City has already applied 

for the grant, but no grant resources will be accepted without approval by the City 

Council. 

Utilizing grant resources to increase access to sports is in accordance with the “Live” 

goal to “[b]uild a robust life” as described on page 149 of Plan Cincinnati (2012). 

The Administration recommends passage of this Ordinance. 

cc: Andrew Dudas, Budget Director 

Steve Webb, Finance Director 

Attachment 

202502014
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AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for a grant of up to $120,000 from the National 
Recreation and Parks Association (“NRPA”) for lighting and parking infrastructure improvements 
at the Losantiville Recreation Area; AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept an in-kind 
donation of lighting and parking infrastructure from NRPA through Musco Lighting for the 
Losantiville Recreation Area valued at up to $100,000; AUTHORIZING the City Manager to 
accept and appropriate up to $20,000 in grant resources from NRPA; and AUTHORIZING the 
Director of Finance to deposit the grant funds into Fund 319, “Contributions for Recreation 
Purposes,” revenue account no. 319x8571. 
 

WHEREAS, funding is available from the National Recreation and Parks Association 
(“NRPA”) for recreation agencies to increase access to sports and play; and 

 
WHEREAS, NRPA grant funding consists of two parts – one part is an in-kind donation 

of lighting and parking infrastructure improvements from NRPA through Musco Lighting valued 
between $50,000 and $100,000, and the second part is a $20,000 monetary contribution from 
NRPA to activate infrastructure and increase participation in sports; and 

 
WHEREAS, the grant application deadline was October 10, 2025, and the City has already 

applied for the grant, but no grant resources will be accepted without approval by Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, there are no new FTEs/full time equivalents associated with this grant; and 
 

WHEREAS, utilizing grant resources to increase access to sports is in accordance with the 
“Live” goal to “[b]uild a robust life” as described on page 149 of Plan Cincinnati (2012); now, 
therefore, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 

Section 1. That the City Manager is authorized to apply for a grant of up to $120,000 from 

the National Recreation and Parks Association (“NRPA”) for lighting and parking infrastructure 

improvements at the Losantiville Recreation Area. 

Section 2. That the City Manager is authorized to accept an in-kind donation of lighting 

and parking infrastructure from NRPA through Musco Lighting for the Losantiville Recreation 

Area valued at up to $100,000. 

Section 3. That the City Manager is authorized to accept and appropriate up to $20,000 in 

grant resources from NRPA to activate infrastructure and increase participation in sports. 
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Section 4. That the Director of Finance is authorized to deposit the grant funds into Fund 

319, “Contributions for Recreation Purposes,” revenue account no. 319x8571. 

Section 5. That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to carry out the terms of the grant and Sections 1 through 4.  

Section 6. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

 
 
Passed:     , 2025 
 
 
              

   Aftab Pureval, Mayor 
 
 
Attest:       
   Clerk 
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November 19, 2025 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

From:  Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – Cincinnati Fire Department (CFD): Cincinnati Fire 

Foundation Donation for Fire Training Facility 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned: 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept a donation of up to $11,520 from 

the Cincinnati Fire Foundation to provide resources for the installation of an 

equipment storage unit at the new Fire Training Facility; AUTHORIZING 

the Director of Finance to deposit the donated funds into General Fund 050 

revenue account no. 050x8571; and AUTHORIZING the transfer and 

appropriation of up to $11,520 from the unappropriated surplus of General 

Fund 050 to Cincinnati Fire Department General Fund non-personnel 

operating budget account no. 050x272x7200 to provide resources for the 

installation of an equipment storage unit at the new Fire Training Facility. 

This Ordinance authorizes the City Manager to accept a donation of up to $11,520 from the 

Cincinnati Fire Foundation to provide resources for the installation of an equipment storage 

unit at the new Fire Training Facility. This Ordinance also authorizes the Director of 

Finance to deposit the donated funds into General Fund revenue account no. 050x8571. 

Finally, this Ordinance authorizes the transfer and appropriation of up to $11,520 from the 

unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to Cincinnati Fire Department General Fund 

non-personnel operating budget account no. 050x272x7200 to provide resources for the 

installation of an equipment storage unit at the new Fire Training Facility. 

The Cincinnati Fire Foundation has agreed to donate up to $11,520 for the design, purchase, 

and installation of a multi-purpose operational storage facility at the Fire Training Facility. 

This prefabricated steel structure will provide a durable, weather resistant space for 

equipment storage, auxiliary equipment housing, and hands-on training evolutions. 

There are no new FTEs/full time equivalents or matching funds associated with the 

donation. 

Acceptance of this donation is in accordance with the “Collaborate” goal to “[w]ork in 

synergy with the Cincinnati community" and strategy to “[u]nite our communities” as 

described on pages 209-211 of Plan Cincinnati (2012). 

The Administration recommends passage of this Ordinance. 

cc: Andrew Dudas, Budget Director 

Steve Webb, Finance Director 

Attachment 

202502013
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AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept a donation of up to $11,520 from the Cincinnati 
Fire Foundation to provide resources for the installation of an equipment storage unit at the new 
Fire Training Facility; AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to deposit the donated funds into 
General Fund 050 revenue account no. 050x8571; and AUTHORIZING the transfer and 
appropriation of up to $11,520 from the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050 to Cincinnati 
Fire Department General Fund non-personnel operating budget account no. 050x272x7200 to 
provide resources for the installation of an equipment storage unit at the new Fire Training Facility. 
 

WHEREAS, the Cincinnati Fire Foundation has agreed to donate up to $11,520 for the 
design, purchase, and installation of a multi-purpose operational storage facility at the Fire 
Training Facility; and 

 
WHEREAS, the prefabricated steel structure will provide a durable, weather-resistant 

space for equipment storage, auxiliary equipment housing, and hands-on training evolutions; and 
 

WHEREAS, this donation does not require matching funds, and there are no new FTEs/full 
time equivalents associated with this donation; and  

 
WHEREAS, acceptance of this donation is in accordance with the “Collaborate” goal to 

“[w]ork in synergy with the Cincinnati community” and the strategy to “[u]nite our communities” 
as described on pages 209-211 of Plan Cincinnati (2012); now, therefore, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:  
 

Section 1. That the City Manager is authorized to accept a donation of up to $11,520 from 

the Cincinnati Fire Foundation to provide resources for the installation of an equipment storage 

unit at the new Fire Training Facility. 

Section 2. That the Director of Finance is authorized to deposit the donated funds into 

General Fund 050 revenue account no. 050x8571. 

Section 3. That the transfer and appropriation of $11,520 from the unappropriated surplus 

of General Fund 050 to Cincinnati Fire Department General Fund non-personnel operating budget 

account no. 050x272x7200 is authorized to provide funds for the installation of an equipment 

storage unit at the new Fire Training Facility. 
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Section 4. That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to carry out the terms of Sections 1 through 3. 

Section 5. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law.     

 
 
Passed:     , 2025 
 
 
              
                                                                                                       Aftab Pureval, Mayor 
 
 
Attest:       

Clerk 
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 November 19, 2025 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Sheryl M.M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance –Second Amendment to Water Service Agreement between 

the City of Cincinnati and the City of Lebanon 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned: 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a Second Amendment to the Water 

Service Agreement between the City of Cincinnati and the City of Lebanon, Ohio 

to permit the installation of a new wholesale water connection to serve new 

residential properties within the City of Lebanon. 

The City and the City of Lebanon are currently parties to a Water Area Contract (the “Contract” 

dated December 10, 2008, and as amended by a First Amendment dated June 3, 2010, for the 

supply of wholesale surplus water within Lebanon. The parties desire to amend the Contract to 

add a new residential subdivision to be built in Lebanon to the “Water Service Area” as defined 

by the Contract so that it may be served by the City under the terms of the Contract, as amended. 

The Administration recommends passage of this Emergency Ordinance. 

cc: Andrea Yang, Interim Executive Director, Greater Cincinnati Water Works 

202502017
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ATTACHMENT A 

Contract No. 85x0048 

SECOND AMENDMENT 

to Water Service Agreement between the City of Cincinnati 

and the City of Lebanon, Ohio 

This Second Amendment to Water Service Agreement (“Second Amendment”) is made and entered 

into effective on the Effective Date (as defined on the signature page hereof) by and between the 

City of CINCINNATI, an Ohio municipal corporation (“Cincinnati”), on behalf of its Greater 

Cincinnati Water Works (“GCWW?”) located at 4747 Spring Grove Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 

45232, and the CITY OF LEBANON, an Ohio municipal corporation (“Lebanon”) located at 50 

South Broadway, Lebanon, Ohio 45036. 

RECITALS 

Cincinnati and Lebanon are parties to a certain Water Service Agreement (the “Agreement”) 

dated December 10, 2008, as amended by a First Amendment to the City of Lebanon Water 

Service Agreement dated June 3, 2010, for the provision of wholesale water service to the 

City of Lebanon. 

Cincinnati and Lebanon desire to amend the Agreement to permit the installation of a new 

wholesale water connection (the “New Connection”) which would serve a residential 

subdivision within the City of Lebanon known as “The Acres,” currently comprised of fewer 

than fifty (50) properties. 

The New Connection would be located on Mason Morrow Millgrove Road, between Cox- 

Smith and Columbia Roads, as set forth in Exhibit A to this Second Amendment. 

Execution of this Second Amendment was authorized by Cincinnati City Council Ordinance 

No. ____ passed on , 2025, and by Lebanon City 

Ordinance No. ___, passed on 7 , 2025. 
  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties amend and supplement the Agreement as follows: 

1. The area depicted on Exhibit A to this Second Amendment, which shows the New 

Connection, is hereby agreed to and adopted by the City and Lebanon as being part of the 

“Water Service Area” referenced in Section 4 of the Agreement. 

Lebanon Responsibilities. In addition to its responsibilities set forth in the Agreement, as 

amended, Lebanon agrees to the following: 
  

A. Lebanon shall notify GCWW in writing within thirty (30) days should the number 

of properties served by the New Connection increase by 100% or more after the 

execution of this Second Amendment.
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B. Lebanon is responsible for verifying that GCWW’s volume and pressure provided 
via the New Connection suffice to meet the needs of “The Acres.” 

C. Lebanon, and/or its agent or designee, shall submit stamped plans, by an engineer 
licensed in the state of Ohio, showing the connection layout, meter pit design, and 
all associated piping to GCWW’s Engineering Planning Division for review and 
approval. 

D. Lebanon shall not install any service connections upstream of the meter(s) and 
backflow prevention device(s). Any downstream connections within the meter pit 
require prior written approval by GCWW. 

E, Lebanon, and/or its agent or designee, shall design, furnish, and install the new 
water connection, including the meter pit and all associated piping and 
appurtenances, as approved by GCWW. All materials located within the Mason 
Morrow Millgrove right-of-way, up to and including the gate valve(s) downstream 
of the meter(s) inside the meter pit, shall comply with GCWW standards and are 
subject to GC WW inspection and approval. 

F. Lebanon shall retain ownership, operation, maintenance, and repair responsibility, 
including but not limited to securing OUPS markings as needed for all piping and 
appurtenances located downstream of the Mason Morrow Millgrove Road right-of- 
way. Any service branches installed by Lebanon, and/or its agent or designee, 
within the Mason Morrow Millgrove Road right-of-way as part of the Lebanon 
Water System shall also be owned and maintained by Lebanon. Standard clearance 
distances, as determined by GCWW, shall be maintained between GCWW water 
mains and any Lebanon Water System branches that cross such mains. 

G. Lebanon shall provide GCWW with an easement adjacent to Mason Morrow 
Millgrove Road that is sufficient for access to the meter pit and associated 
infrastructure for operation, inspection, and maintenance. 

H. Lebanon shall be responsible for the cost of the initial master meter(s) required for 
the New Connection, as procured from GCWW. Lebanon and/or its agent or 
designee shall be responsible for installation of the master meter(s) associated with 
the New Connection. 

3. Cincinnati Responsibilities. In addition to responsibilities set forth in the Agreement, as 
amended, Cincinnati agrees to the following: 
  

A. GCWW will supply water service via the New Connection from the Mason North 
System, which has a theoretical maximum Hydraulic Grade Line (“HGL”) of 946.0 
feet above sea level and a normal operating range between 929 and 940 (subject to 
change as required by GCWW Operations). 

B. At its sole discretion, GCWW may install a Water Quality Monitoring Sample 
Station within the meter pit or on the piping to the meter pit. GCWW shall retain 
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full responsibility for the operation, monitoring, maintenance, and replacement of 

this equipment. 

C. Upon installation by Lebanon, successful inspection and acceptance by GCWW, 

and completion of the standard warranty period, GCWW shall assume ownership, 

operation, maintenance, and repair responsibilities for all Distribution System pipe 

and appurtenances within the Mason Morrow Millgrove Road right-of-way, 

including but not limited to the pipe supplying the New Connection from the tee to 

the right-of way. 

D. After Lebanon’s installation of the master meter(s) for the New Connection, and 

GCWW’s acceptance of said installation, GCWW shall own the meter(s) and be 

responsible for their maintenance, repair and replacement. 

4. Ratification. All terms of the Agreement not amended hereby or not inconsistent herewith 

shall remain in full force and effect, and by this reference are incorporated herein as if fully 

rewritten herein, and the Agreement, as amended hereby, is hereby ratified by the parties. 

  

5. Electronic, Counterpart, and PDF Signatures. This Second Amendment may be executed 

in any number of counterparts, all of which shal] constitute one Agreement, and an 

electronic, facsimile, or PDF signature shall be deemed to be, and shall have the same force 

and effect as, an original signature. 

  

6. Exhibit. The following exhibit is hereby attached and incorporated into this Second 

Amendment as Exhibit A: “GCWW/Lebanon Contract, Amendment #2, Exhibit A.” 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Second Amendment to Water Service 

Agreement on the dates indicated below their respective signature, effective as of the later of such 

dates (the “Effective Date”). 

CITY OF LEBANON, OHIO 

By; _ Approved as to form: 

Scott Brunka, City Manager 

Date: —___, 2025 City Attorney, City of Lebanon 

[CITY OF CINCINNATI SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS]
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CITY OF CINCINNATI, OHIO 

  By: _ 
Sheryl M.M. Long, City Manager 

Date: _ - __, 2025 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

Andrea Yang, Interim Executive Director 
Greater Cincinnati Water Works 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Assistant City Solicitor 

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS 

Date: 

  Funding: 

Amount: 

Steve Webb, Finance Director
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November 19, 2025 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council  

From: Sheryl M.M. Long, City Manager  

Subject: Ordinance Releasing Easements-Madison Road (Oakley Capital Partners) 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned: 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a release of easements to 

terminate certain easements for road and flood protection levee purposes and 

acquire an easement for road and flood protection levee purposes over a 

portion of real property located along or near Madison Road in the 

Madisonville neighborhood of the City of Cincinnati. 

This Ordinance expresses the City’s intent to release various easements and restrictions that 

encumber property owned by Oakley Capital Partners 2, LLC (“Developer”).  The Developer 

petitioned the City for release of the easements and restrictions in exchange for new easements for 

the benefit of the City to provide for road and flood protection levee purposes. 

The City has determined that the easements and restrictions that are being released are not needed 

for municipal purposes. The fair market value associated with the released easements is 

approximately $83,707, and the fair market value associated with the new easements is 

approximately $59,500, a difference of $23,570, which Developer has agreed to pay. 

The City Planning Commission approved the release of the easements and restrictions at its 

meeting on May 16, 2025. 

The Administration recommends passage of this Ordinance. 

cc: Andrea Yang, Interim Executive Director, Greater Cincinnati Water Works 

202502019
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AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a release of easements to terminate certain easements 
for road and flood protection levee purposes and acquire an easement for road and flood protection 
levee purposes over a portion of real property located along or near Madison Road in the Madisonville 
neighborhood of the City of Cincinnati. 
 

WHEREAS, Oakley Capital Partners 2, LLC, an Ohio limited liability company 
(“Developer”), owns property in the Madisonville neighborhood of the City of Cincinnati (“City”) 
located along Madison Road, as described in the legal description attached to this ordinance as 
Attachment A (“Property”); and  

 
WHEREAS, Developer petitioned the City of Cincinnati to release various easements and 

restrictions in favor of the City that encumber Developer’s property, namely the “Road Easement” 
and “Flood Protection Levee” easement as more particularly described in a Grant of Easements 
recorded on May 21, 2009 in Official Record 11146, Page 1820, Hamilton County, Ohio records    
(the “Released Easements”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Manager, in consultation with the Greater Cincinnati Water Works has 

determined that the Released Easements are not needed for municipal purposes and, in exchange for 
new easements for the benefit of the City to provide for road and flood protection levee purposes 
through, in, and over the Developer’s Property (“New Easements”), therefore is agreeable to releasing 
the same to facilitate Developer’s use of the site; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City’s Real Estate Services Division has determined, by professional 

appraisal, that: (i) the fair market value associated with the Released Easements is approximately 
$83,707; and (ii) the fair market value associated with the New Easement is approximately $59,500, 
a difference of $23,570, which Developer has agreed to pay; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission approved the City’s release of the easements and 

restrictions at its meeting on May 16, 2025; now, therefore, 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 
 
Section 1. That the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a Flood Protection Levee 

Easement with Oakley Capital Partners 2, LLC, an Ohio limited liability company (“Developer”), in 

substantially the form attached to this ordinance as Attachment B (the “Easement”), pursuant to which 

the City of Cincinnati (“City”) will terminate certain road and flood protection levee easements that 

encumber the property owned by the Developer (“Released Easements”) as more particularly 
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described in Attachment A to this ordinance (the “Property”), and the Developer will grant to the City 

certain road and flood protection levee easements through, in, and over the Property as more 

particularly detailed in the Easement (“New Easements”). 

Section 2. That the City’s Real Estate Services Division has determined, by professional 

appraisal: (i) the fair market value of the Released Easements is approximately $83,707; and (ii) the 

fair market value of the New Easements is approximately $59,500, a difference of $23,570, which 

the Developer has agreed to pay. 

Section 3. That the proceeds from the release of the easement shall be deposited into Property 

Management Fund 209 to pay the fees for services provided by the City’s Real Estate Services 

Division in connection therewith, and that the City’s Finance Director is hereby authorized to 

distribute amounts in excess thereof, if any, into Stormwater Management Enterprise Fund 107. 

Section 4. That the City Manager and other City officials are authorized to take all necessary 

and proper actions to carry out the provisions of this ordinance, including, without limitation, 

executing any and all ancillary agreements, plats, and other documents. 

Section 5. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms of Article II, 

Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is to expedite the 

parties’ execution of the Easement so that Developer can, without delay, enable the Property to be 

put to its highest and best use for the economic benefit of the City at the earliest possible time.  

 
 
Passed:     , 2025 
 
 
              

       Aftab Pureval, Mayor 
 
 
Attest:       

Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOOD PROTECTION LEVEE EASEMENT  

This FLOOD PROTECTION LEVEE EASEMENT (this “Agreement”) is made effective, 

as of the date it is fully executed by the parties (the “Effective Date”), by and between OAKLEY 

CAPITAL PARTNERS 2, LLC, an Ohio limited liability company (“Grantor”), and THE CITY 

OF CINCINNATI, an Ohio municipal corporation (“Grantee”) (Grantor and Grantee may be 

collectively referred to as the “Parties” and individually as a “Party”). 

Background 

A. Grantor is the fee owner of the real property located at 4710, 4716 and 4722 

Madison Road, and identified as Hamilton County Auditor’s Parcel ID Nos. 051-

0007-0080, 051-0007-0086 and 051-0007-0087, as more fully described on the 

attached Exhibit A (“Grantor’s Property”); and 

 

B. Grantor’s predecessor in title granted to Grantee certain easements for road and 

flood protection levee purposes over Grantor’s Property pursuant to that certain 

Grant of Easements dated May 19, 2009 recorded in Official Record 11146, Page 

01820 in the Official Real Estate Records of Hamilton County, Ohio (the “2009 

Easement Agreement”); and  

 

C. Grantor and Grantee agreed to vacate the easements contained in the 2009 

Easement Agreement; and  

 

D. Grantee desires to use that portion of the Grantor’s Property described on Exhibit 

B attached hereto and depicted on Exhibit C attached hereto (the “Easement 

Area”) to maintain, repair, operate, patrol and replace a flood protection levee 

located on Grantor’s Property, including all appurtenances thereto (the “Flood 

Protection Levee”).  

Agreement 
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NOW, THEREFORE, Grantor and Grantee agree, in consideration of the mutual covenants 

contained herein and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby 

acknowledged, to set forth their respective rights and obligations. 

1. Termination of 2009 Easement Agreement. Grantor and Grantee agree that the 

easements contained in the 2009 Easement Agreement are hereby terminated, null and void and of 

no further force and effect. 

2. Easement Grant.  Grantor grants to Grantee and its successors and assigns, a 

perpetual, non-exclusive easement and right-of-way over, under, across and through the Easement 

Area for the purpose of maintaining, repairing, operating, patrolling, and replacing the Flood 

Protection Levee, and ingress and egress necessary for the same (the “Easement”).  The Easement 

shall be for the exclusive use and benefit of Grantee and its successors, assigns, employees, agents, 

contractors, tenants, licensees, invitees or visitors (collectively, “Affiliates”).   

3. No Obstruction.  Grantor covenants and agrees that, except for those improvements 

existing within the Easement Area as of the Effective Date, Grantor (i) shall keep the Easement 

Area clear of all obstructions that may interfere with the Permitted Use; and (ii) except as otherwise 

provided herein, shall not permit any excavation, construction, demolition, landscaping or other 

activities which would interfere with the purpose of the Easement or Grantee’s permitted use of 

the Easement Area.  Grantee shall be permitted to remove all unauthorized obstructions within the 

Easement Area and to take all reasonable measures to protect the Easement Area and the Flood 

Protection Levee from damage.  The removal of any such prohibited construction, improvements, 

landscaping or other obstructions in the Easement Area will be at the expense of Grantor.  Grantee 

shall not be responsible to any present or future owners of the Grantor’s Property or the Easement 

Area for any damage done within the Easement Area to sod, shrubbery, landscaping, trees, 

pavement, roadway improvements or other improvements, either natural or artificial placed within 

the Easement Area.   

4. Default and Remedies.    Any forbearance, delay or omission by a Party hereto in 

exercising its rights or remedies under this Agreement in the event of a default of any term hereof 

by the other Party shall not impair such right or remedy or be deemed or construed to be a waiver 

by the non-defaulting Party of such default or of any of the non-defaulting Party's rights or 

remedies hereunder. 

5. Maintenance of Easement Area.  Grantee, at its sole cost and expense, shall 

maintain and keep the Easement Area and Flood Protection Levee in good condition and repair 

and in full compliance with all applicable laws, including those standards set forth by the City of 

Cincinnati, Ohio.  Grantee and its Affiliates shall have a non-exclusive, perpetual right of ingress 

and egress and an easement over, under, across and through Grantor’s Property to the extent 

reasonably necessary to enable Grantee and its Affiliates to perform any of Grantee’s construction, 

maintenance and repair rights and obligations under this Agreement.  
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6. Notices.  Notices required or permitted to be given hereunder shall be given by 

certified mail, return receipt requested or nationally-recognized overnight courier service to the 

Parties at the following addresses (or such substitute address given in writing by one Party to the 

other Party): 

To Grantor: Oakley Capital Partners 2, LLC 

 9370 Fields Ertel Road, #498428 

 Cincinnati, Ohio 45249 

    

To Grantee: City of Cincinnati 

 Attn: Law Department – Real Estate Service 

 801 Plum Street, Room 122 

 Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

  

7. Covenants Running with the Land; Successors and Assigns.  The covenants, rights 

and obligations in this Agreement shall:  (a) run with the land, (b) apply to and be binding upon 

the Parties and their respective successors and assigns, and subsequent owners of any portion of 

Grantor’s Property, (c) not be affected by a conveyance of all or any part of Grantor’s Property, 

and (d) be for the benefit of the subsequent owners of any portion of Grantor’s Property. 

8. Amendments; Termination.  This Agreement may be amended, modified or 

terminated at any time, but only by a written instrument executed by the Parties and with the 

Hamilton County Recorder’s Office.   

9. No Rights in Public; No Implied Easements.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be 

construed to create any rights in the general public or as a dedication for public use.  No easements, 

except those expressly set forth in this Agreement, shall be implied by this Agreement. 

10. Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by, construed and enforced 

under the laws of the State of Ohio. 

11. Authority.  Each Party hereby covenants and warrants to the other that it has full 

power and authority and the legal right to execute and perform this Agreement. 

12. Severability.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any covenant, condition, term 

or provision in this Agreement shall not affect the validity and enforceability of any other covenant, 

condition, term or provision. 

13. Recitals.  The above recitals are hereby incorporated into this Agreement as if fully 

set forth herein and are true and correct in all material respects.   

14. Relationship to Parties.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed or construed 

to create the relationship of principal and agent, partnership, or joint venture between the Parties. 
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15. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts which, 

when taken together, shall constitute one and the same original document. 

16. Exhibits.  This Agreement includes and incorporates all of the following exhibits: 

Exhibit A: Legal Description of Grantor’s Property 

Exhibit B: Legal Description of the Easement Area 

Exhibit C: Depiction of the Easement Area 

 

[Remainder of page intentionally left blank, signature pages to follow]  
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement on the day and year 

first above written. 

 

Grantor: 

 

OAKLEY CAPITAL PARTNERS 2, LLC, 

an Ohio limited liability company  

 

By:        

Name:        

Its:        

Date:        

 

 

 

STATE OF OHIO  ) 

    )  SS: 

COUNTY OF HAMILTON ) 

 

 This instrument was signed, acknowledged and sworn before me this _____ day of 

___________________, 2025, by ____________________________, _____________________ 

of OAKLEY CAPITAL PARTNERS 2, LLC, an Ohio limited liability company, on behalf of such 

entity. 

    

    

        

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires:     
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Grantee: 

 

THE CITY OF CINCINNATI, 

an Ohio municipal corporation 

  

By:        

Name:        

Its:        

Date:        

 

 

STATE OF OHIO  ) 

    )  SS: 

COUNTY OF HAMILTON ) 

 

 This instrument was signed, acknowledged and sworn before me this _____ day of 

___________________, 2025, by ____________, the _______________ of THE CITY OF 

CINCINNATI, an Ohio municipal corporation, on behalf of such entity.  

 

       

        

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires:     

 

 

 

Approved to as to form: 

 

______________________________ 

Assistant City Solicitor 
 

This instrument prepared by: 

R. Betsy Emmert, Esq. 

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP 

255 E. Fifth Street, Suite 1900 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

(513) 832-5460 
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Legal Description of Grantor’s Property 
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Ex. A 
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Parcel No. 051-0007-0086-00 
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 Parcel No. 005- 0007-0087
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Exhibit B 

 

Legal Description of the Easement Area
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  December 1, 2025 

To: Members of the Budget and Finance Committee 

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Presentation – Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC) FY 2025 Budget 

Variance 

Attached is the Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC) FY 2025 Budget Variance 

presentation for the Budget and Finance Committee meeting on December 1, 2025 at 1:00 

PM.   

cc:  William “Billy” Weber, Assistant City Manager 

      Cathy B. Bailey, Interim Assistant City Manager 

      John Brazina, Interim Assistant City Manager 

202502058
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CRC FY2025 Budget Variance
Key Contributors, Accountability, Action Plan

December 1, 2025

Presented by:

Daniel Betts, Director

Tiffany Stewart, Assistant Director of Administration

Austin Lubbers, Interim CFO
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Agenda

2

• Snapshot of CRC revenue & expenses 

• FY25 Budget Variance key contributors 

• Supplemental Request FY26

• Golf Supplemental Request FY26

• Corrective Strategy Moving Ahead
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CRC Revenue Sources
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$14.6 $14.4

$11.4 $11.1

$9.0
$8.5

$3,070,765

$3,742,298

$4,973,927

$6,171,942 $6,218,889

FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25

Recreation Activities   96.9%

Rents and Investments   2.4%

General Concessions 0.2%

Contributions/Donations  0.2%

Miscellaneous 0.3%
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$14.6 $14.4

$11.4 $11.1

$9.0
$8.5

Personnel 67%

Utilities 8%

Program Delivery 20%

Admin. / Equipment 
5%

Personnel Utilities & Facility Operations Program Delivery Admin/Equip

CRC (Fund 323) Expense Allocation – FY25
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Insufficient staffing & weakened fiscal controls in Finance Division

Unfunded programming, unforeseen events/requests

Increased aquatics security costs

Increased part-time personnel and aquatics staffing (aquatics – extended 

pool hours to 8 pm, opened 2 additional pools, extended recreation 

days/hours)

Increased utility costs

Reasons for FY25 Budget Variance
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Supplemental Appropriation Request in FY25/FY26

Fleet, Maintenance, and Personnel Expenses(FY25) $1,019,000

State Mandated AEDs (FY26) $55,000

Unfunded Programming (FY26) $30,000

Credit Card Processing Fees (FY26) $55,000

Rec Trac Software (FY26) $15,000

Total $1,174,000
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Golf Supplemental Appropriation Request in FY25/FY26

Fleet expenses, facility insurance, and contractor expenses 

(FY25)

$280,000

Forecasted increases to utilities and operator expenses due 

to increased volume of golfers (FY26)

$200,000

Total $480,000
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Corrective Strategy Moving Ahead FY26

• Interim CFO Appointed: CRC now has a new Interim Chief 

Financial Officer providing oversight and continuity.

• Finance Team Fully Staffed: All vacant Accounting and Finance 

positions have been filled.

• Continue to work with Office of Performance & Data Analytics to 

develop department budget dashboards to improve budget 

monitoring and tracking.

• Improve and enhance our forecasting across the department. 
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Corrective Strategy Moving Ahead FY26

• Continue monthly budget & finance subcommittee/commission 

meeting updates.

• Strengthening staff budget training and accountability.

• Incorporate department-wide belt-tightening through vacancy 

savings and targeted part-time staffing reductions while 

maintaining service levels.  

• Continue to work with the CRC business office and the CRC 

Foundation on writing and securing grants to secure alternative 

funding streams.  
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THANK YOU
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December 1, 2025 

To: Members of the Budget & Finance Committee 

From: Sheryl M.M. Long, City Manager 

Subject: Presentation – Energy Aggregation & SOPEC 

Attached is a presentation regarding Energy Aggregation & SOPEC. 

Cc: John S. Brazina, Assistant City Manager  

Oliver Kroner, Director of the Office of Environment & Sustainability 

202502090
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Energy Aggregation 
& SOPEC

Budget & Finance Committee Presentation 
12.1.25
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What is Energy Aggregation?

• Local governments are permitted by Ohio law to “aggregate” utility accounts 
into buying groups to obtain better rates from suppliers

• Enables local governments to find competitive electricity rates for their 
residents, businesses, and municipal accounts from different suppliers while 
maintaining transmission and distribution services through their current utility 
provider

• There are 390 electricity and gas aggregation programs are registered with the 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
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Residential Aggregation

• Since a ballot initiative in 2011, Cincinnati has operated a residential aggregation program for 
households and small business customers who use less than 700,000 kWh/yr
• Program delivers low-cost green energy to over 70,000 households
• Participating households have saved 14.4% on utility bills since 2019

Mercantile Aggregation

• The City seeks to build a similar program for large customers who use more than 700,000 
kWh/yr (known as mercantile customers)
• There are approximately 700 mercantile accounts in Cincinnati, together they consume 

three times as much electricity as the residential sector
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Residential Electricity Aggregation Mercantile Electricity Aggregation 
(Proposed)

Eligible 
Participants

Households and businesses using 
less than 700,000 kWh/yr

Businesses using more than 700,000 kWh/yr

Number of eligible 
participants

Approximately 80,000 Approximately 700

Total yearly energy 
consumption

1.2 Billion kWh 3.5 billion kWh

Participation Opt-out: Default program, where 
participants are included, unless 
they sign-up with a different provider

Opt-in: Voluntary aggregation program, where 
participants must sign-up to participate

Electricity 
Provider

Dynegy SOPEC
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Sustainable Ohio Public 
Energy Council (SOPEC)

• A Council of Governments that manages aggregation 
programs for over 40 member governments 

• SOPEC has a mission to provide simple, valuable, 
and reliable public energy programs that help 
communities achieve their local sustainable energy 
goals

• Current members include: Cities of Cleveland, 
Dayton, Athens, Chillicothe, and others

• Beholden to member communities, not 
shareholders
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Process for joining a Council of Governments

1) Hold two public hearings 
• (Completed. Held 9/24/25 and 10/6/25)

2) Pass an ordinance accepting the Plan of Operation & Governance 

131



Key Questions
Would Council approval of SOPEC membership prevent an eligible 
participant from using a different provider?

No. All residents and businesses in Cincinnati can select their own energy provider. 
Becoming a member of SOPEC does not change this. 

Will entering into SOPEC preclude the city in any way from governing their 
own energy rates?

No. The City will retain its authority to choose the most advantageous energy rates.

Will household utility bills be affected if the City joins SOPEC?
No. Household utility bills will not be affected by becoming a member of SOPEC. 
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B Version
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

Section 1. That the City Manager is authorized to enter into any agreements and take any action

necessary for the City to join the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”), including but not limited to

entering into the Amended and Restated Agreement Establishing the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council

(DBA Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council) (“SOPEC Agreement”) substantially in the form as attached, to

implement the City’s participation in the SOPEC’s Electric Service Aggregation Programs and any additional

programs referenced in the Plan as they apply to mercantile customers using over 700,000 kWh per year, as the

City Manager determines is in the best interests of the City and its mercantile customers.
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B Version

Section 5. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall,

subject to the terms of Article II, Section 6, of the Charter, be effective immediately.

The reason for the emergency is the immediate need for the City to join the SOPEC

to achieve greater savings for the City’s mercantile electric customers as soon as

possible.
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Committed to Community Outreach
To engage community members on the Energy Aggregation Program, the 
administration has utilized outreach strategies including:

• Home mailers
• Press outreach
• Print and radio media interviews 
• Community presentations
• Council memos
• Educational videos
• Frequently Asked Questions on website
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Questions
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