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Introduction to Ethics & Good Government

The Office of Ethics & Good 
Government was created by 
Council Ordinance # 0413-2021 
and is codified in Art. III, Sec. 
10, of the Administrative Code.

Chris Liu, formerly the Chief 
Hearing Examiner and an 
Assistant City Prosecutor, was 
selected to be the inaugural 
Ethics & Good Government 
Counselor.



To prioritize compliance with Ohio Ethics Laws, 

Cincinnati Ethics Laws, and the recently enacted Codes 

of Conduct.

To serve as a primary point of contact for ethics 

questions for the City Administration and the City’s 

elected officials.

To improve the transparency of City Business and 

Municipal Elections—and investigate complaints.

To support the Cincinnati Election Commission and 

serve as a liaison to the Ohio Ethics Commission.

What is Our Purpose?



What Have We Done So Far?

Worked to ensure the speedy online 

publication of the post election campaign 

finance reports.

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/noncms/digs/campaign-finance/

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/noncms/digs/campaign-finance/


What Have We Done So Far? (Part 2)

Worked with newly 
elected officials to 
proactively identify 
potential conflicts of 
interest and 
incompatible 
employment.

Worked with the City 
Solicitor to support 
Council and the Mayor 
in the adoption of 
Codes of Conduct.



What Have We Done So Far? (Part 3)

Arranged for Ohio Ethics 

Commission to present 

comprehensive ethics 

training for elected officials.

Collaborated with the Ohio 

Ethics Commission regarding 

ethics and conflicts advice to 

City officials.



What Have We Done So Far? (Part 4)

Supported the Cincinnati 

Election Commission’s work 

to investigate potential 

campaign finance violations.

Facilitated an ongoing 

independent audit of all City 

Business from 2018 to 2020 

conducted by Crowe LLP.



What Have We Done So Far? (Part 5)

Worked with Human 

Resources to set up 

comprehensive annual ethics 

trainings for non-elected City 

employees.

Hired two additional support 

staff, and cross-trained OAH 

staff, to increase compacity 

for future investigative and 

compliance work.



What’s in the Works? (City Business List)

Working with Enterprise Technology Solutions to build an online, public 

facing, portal to link campaign contributions, including donations to 

political action committees, with a list of matters pending before City 

Council.



What’s in the Works? (City Business List)

This resource will enhance transparency in economic development and 

allow City officials to better recognize potential conflicts of interest.

The current plan is to capture data and identify the proponents of big 

development projects at the Planning Commission stage, or in the 

DCED application stage, and to link it with the campaign finance 

disclosures.

This process would be managed and refined by the Office of Ethics & 

Good Government. 



What’s in the Works? (Ethics Hotline)

Working with Internal Audit to implement the EDRP’s recommendation 

of a consolidated “Ethics, Fraud, Waste and Abuse Hotline.”  There 

would also be a web-based form and a paper form to register 

complaints.



What’s in the Works? (Ethics Hotline)

This resource will allow City employees and the public to 

anonymously report suspected illegal, unethical, or 

wasteful activities in connection with any City operations.

The current plan is for the Office of Ethics & Good 

Government to act as a central clearing house for 

complaints, and to investigate matters which are ethical in 

nature.



What’s in the Works? (The Future)

It is important for the Office of Ethics & Good Government 

to do more outreach with City employees and the public—

so they know these resources exist and so they will engage 

us with their concerns.

It is anticipated the Office of Ethics & Good Government 

will grow and evolve over time.  We’ll keep you updated as 

this important work progresses.



Direct Contact Information

Chris Liu
Ethics & Good Government Counselor
City of Cincinnati Law Department
805 Central Avenue, Suite 110
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Telephone:  513-352-4707
Fax:  513-352-4898
Christopher.Liu@cincinnati-oh.gov

mailto:Christopher.Liu@cincinnati-oh.gov


QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU!


