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Where Justice & the Environment Meet



● 80% of our population live in cities
○ Increasingly diverse

● The modern environmental movement has left 
diversity behind (see the Green 2.0 report)

● Climate Change is disproportionately impacting 
low-income and/or minority communities

● Degraded urban environments and the lack of 
access to healthy natural places impacts 
youth/community feelings toward nature
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Determining Heat Vulnerability: Land Cover
Tree Canopy Cover & Impervious 

Surfaces (NLCD, 2016)



Determining Heat 
Vulnerability: Land 
Surface Temperature



Determining Heat 
Vulnerability: % of 
Households in Poverty
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Climate Safe 
Neighborhoods



One of nation’s 
the largest youth 
green workforce 
programs



Last Year’s Green Workforce & Community Stats
● 51 sites restored by Groundwork’s green workforce
● $264,821 paid to residents & youth employees for green 

jobs & outreach work
● 1,100 Trees planted representing over $25,000 in 

investments 3,657.5 pounds of trash removed across the 
city’s parks & greenspaces

● 37 acres of invasive species removed from the region’s 
natural areas

● 141 youth employees gaining green jobs experience & 
certifications



Turning Community-Identified 
Needs into Action

Groundwork worked with the LPH Community Council 
to map ideal locations for trees, create a budget for 
planting, and submit a community budget request.

39 trees scheduled to be planted in fall 2022.



Climate Action at the Regional Level
Regional Climate Collaborative: facilitate peer sharing, 
highlight best practices among local governments, develop opportunities 
for regional collaboration and program implementation, and help secure 
adaptation funding and resources. 

Midwest Regional Sustainability Summit: Emergent 
Strategies for an Equitable, Climate Prepared Region on June 16, 2022.

Policy and State & Federal Guidance: Committed partners helping 
to center equity in air, land, water, and democracy issues. 



The Future of Conservation and Climate

● Green Cincinnati Plan 
○ Ordinance & Funding
○ Regional Leadership
○ Cross-department collaboration
○ Climate Safe Neighborhoods as a guide

● Formalize Youth Green Workforce
○ Benefit city youth and city land
○ Secure funding mechanism
○ Climate Conservation Corps 



Thank You!

Contact me at tyess@groundworkorv.org

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @groundworkorv

Sign up for our newsletter or learn more about us at groundworkorv.org


