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Neighborhood Development Process

Walnut Hills Working Group Meeting
WHAC, WHBG, WHRF

Third Thursday @ 9am (virtual)

Walnut Hills Business Group (WHBG)Walnut Hills Area Council (WHAC)

WHAC General Body Meeting
Second Thursday @ 6:30pm

WHAC Planning & Transportation Committee
First Thursday @ 6:30pm (virtual)

WHBG Meeting
Fourth Thursday @ 9am

WHAC General Body Meeting + Vote
Second Thursday @ 6:30pm WHBG Meeting + Vote

Fourth Thursday @ 9am

If approved - letter of support issued
If approved - letter of support issued

Precedent for 2 engagement sessions + restart process if vote fails



Affordability Update



AMI - Affordable for Whom?



Connected Communities

Resident Concerns

● Parking

● Affordability Requirements

● Bedroom Sizes

● Accessibility

● Hiring within the 

neighborhood



Ways To Get Involved

● Ad Hoc Committee - First Wednesday 6p @ Library

● Planning & Transportation Committee - First Thursday 6:30p via Zoom

● Community Council General Body - Second Thursday 6:30p @ Bush Rec

● Sustainability & Beautification Committee - Third Tuesday 6p @ Library

● Housing Resources Committee - Third Thursday 6:30p via Zoom

● Business Group - Fourth Thursday 9a @ rotating locations

● Safety Committee - Fourth Thursday 6:30p via Zoom

● Health Committee - Fourth Friday 9a via Zoom



2024
The Year in Review

Progress. Partnership. Place.



R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

We continued our decade-long effort to bring quality, affordable housing to Walnut Hills.

We co-developed Peebles Apartments 

with The Model Group, bringing 42 

affordable units online with this four-story 

building on Gilbert Avenue.

It was designed to bridge the architec-

tural styles of the adjacent historic 

buildings—Alexandra Apartments and 

The Paramount.

The apartment rents average 30-60% 

AMI (Area Median Income) with 2,000 

square feet of ground floor community 

amenity space.

PEEB LE S A PA R TM EN T S

WA LNU T H I L L S R ED E V EL O PM EN T FO U ND AT I O N
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R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

The center of the Walnut Hills Business District has a growing mix of housing price ranges and retail storefronts.

Located on the former Kroger 

site, Paramount Launch delivers 56 

apartments, including 29 income-

restricted units, a public plaza, and three 

storefronts.

The first tenant, ETC Produce &

Provisions, opened in Fall 2024. They

partner with farms in the Ohio/Kentucky/ 

Indiana region so they can offer fresh, 

locally-grown food.

Planning is underway for the third 

building, Paramount Works, which will

be at the corner of E McMillan & Kemper

Lane and next to the Walnut Hills Branch 

Library.

PA R A M O UN T L AU N CH 
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9 5 4 E M C M I L L A N



R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

New affordable housing on the former site of the historic Walnut Hills Black business district.

Pennrose and the WHRF worked to 

develop Thatcher Flats—named for 

Ernest and Georgia Thatcher’s fish & 

poultry market that stood in the 1000 

block of Lincoln Avenue for many 

decades.

The first phase has 1-, 2-, and 3-bedroom 

apartments—42 units for people at 60% 

Area Median Income (AMI) and eight 

units at 30% AMI or below. It includes a 

community room, a laundry facility, and a 

modern fitness center.

The second phase broke ground in 2024 

and will add 36 units at 50%-60% AMI.

It is being built to LEED Silver standards 

and will include eight Accessible units and 

three Sight/Hearing-compatible units.

TH AT C H E R FL AT S 9 3 3 GI L BER T AV EN UE 
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R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

A new headquarters and co-working space at the corner of culture and commerce.

MORTAR opened their newly renovated 

headquarters in the Peebles Corner 

Historic District last November.

The four-story building offers a ground-

level storefront, coworking spaces, 

event space, a multimedia studio, and 

wellness rooms—all designed for Black 

entrepreneurs.

As an organization that teaches 

entrepreneurship, it’s fitting that the 

building stands where the commercial 

district meets the arts and cultural 

corridor.

TH E MO R TA R BU I LDI N G 2 4 5 3 G I L BER T AV ENUE 
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R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

The Walnut Hills Arts & Cultural District gains another key organization.

ArtWorks’ new 4,300-square-foot 

creative campus opened in October and 

is already a vibrant part of the Walnut 

Hills Arts & Cultural District.

The new building allows ArtWorks’ 

offices, studio space, and gallery to be 

in one building for the first time in its 

history. Across the street is Hannan 

ArtPark, with a building mural by

renowned artists Charles Gaines and 

acclaimed artist, social activist, and 

educator Roberto Lugo’s new interactive 

sculpture and monument celebrating 

Walnut Hills.

AR T WOR KS 2 4 2 9 G I L B ER T AV ENUE 
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R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

History in the Remaking.

The restoration and preservation of the 

Harriet Beecher Stowe House culminated 

with its reopening in the Summer of 

2024. This educational resource on Black 

history and the abolitionist movement 

was built in 1832 and was home to 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of the

influential anti-slavery novel Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin, during her formative years in 

Cincinnati.

This collaborative effort between the 

Ohio History Connection and the Friends 

of Harriet Beecher Stowe House involved 

work by architects, archaeologists,

restoration specialists, and historic 

carpenters, all dedicated to preserving 

the site’s historical integrity. It provides 

a unique opportunity to explore the 

intersection of abolitionist history and 

African American heritage in Cincinnati.

HAR R I ET BEEC H E R STO WE H O U S E 2 9 5 0 G I L B ER T AV ENUE 

WA LNU T H I L L S R ED E V EL O PM EN T FO U ND AT I O N
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R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

Existing Walnut Hills businesses receive assistance with building improvements.

The Small Business Building Improvement 

Program (SBBIP) overall will assist 24 

businesses in improving their property

at a total investment of more than

$1,202,335 of which business owners 

are adding $485,912 to grant funds of

$715,016.

Four projects were completed in 2024 at 

a total investment of $318,397, of which 

business owners added $258,589 with 

grant dollars of $59,808.

Four projects are already underway for 

2025: All-n-1, the former Kurelis Building, 

The BrewHouse, and The Greenwich.

THE S M A LL BUSI N ES S BUI LD I N G I MP R OV E ME NT ( S BBI ) PR O G R A M

ArtWorks 

Landscaping materials 

and installation for the 

Hannan ArtPark

Ted’s Barbershop

Tuckpointing

The Dillard Building 

Infill coal chute, sidewalk 

repair and replacement, 

masonry, brick replace-

ment and tuckpointing.

Harriet Beecher 

Stowe House 

New signage

WA LNU T H I L L S R ED E V EL O PM EN T FO U ND AT I O N
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I-71

Peebles Corner

OVER

$100M
INVESTED IN

HISTORIC 

REHABS

+950
RESIDENTIAL

UNITS

OVER

$200M
INVESTED IN

DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECTS

+70K SF
COMMERCIAL

SPACE 

CREATED

+29
BUSINESSES

OPENED

NEW CONSTRUCTION

BUILDING REHABS 

PIPELINE DEVELOPMENT 

2016 FOCUS AREAS

R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

A summary of results since the adoption of our 2016 Walnut Hills Reinvestment Plan.

More than $200 million has been invested 

since the adoption of the Walnut Hills 

Reinvestment Plan authored by MKSK in 

2016.

These investments have created nearly 

1,000 residential units neighborhoodwide. 

Over 500 units and $166 million of in-

vestments are located within the defined

focus area, including the redevelopment 

of the former Kroger site in the center 

of the neighborhood business district.

DE VE LOP M E N T R E SU LT S

WA LNU T H I L L S R ED E V EL O PM EN T FO U ND AT I O N
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R E AL ES TAT E D EV ELO PM E NT

The neighborhood is planning to grow over the next five years.

After having accomplished many of the 

goals in the Reinvestment Plan, our next 

step was to build upon the successes of 

the past dozen years by creating a new 

five-year work plan.

The team at MKSK produced a real estate 

study that assisted us in indentifying our 

focus areas, assessing our goals, and 

determining the priorities of possible 

future projects.

With land use programs and redevelop-

ment scenarios underpinned by feasibility 

analyses, we have a clear path forward 

for creating a Walnut Hills that is vibrant, 

safe, healthy, and inclusive for all.

DE VE LOP M E N T PL AN N I N G

WA LNU T H I L L S R ED E V EL O PM EN T FO U ND AT I O N
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Victory Pkwy 
and Park Ave
Bridge Improvements

Wasson Way 
to Blair Court
Existing Off-Road Path

Walnut Hills 
Business District

Walnut Hills

Arts & Cultural District

Wasson Way 
Bike Connector
Victory > E McMillan

Gilbert Ave
Complete Street

Project

Corryville

Peebles Corner

Proposed

METRO
Transit Center
Gilbert > Kemper on

Wm Howard Taft

Clifton

University of 
Cincinnati

Mount 
Auburn

T R AN S POR TAT I ON 

All roads lead to Walnut Hills!

Our goal is to build a more bikeable 

and pedestrian-friendly neighborhood.

Walnut Hills was once called the “Second 

Downtown” and Peebles Corner at E 

McMillan and Gilbert Avenue was the 

busiest intersection outside of the City.

Preliminary plans for Gilbert Avenue 

Complete Street redesign with protected 

bike lane routes have been presented

by the City of Cincinnati’s Department 

of Transportation & Engineering. The 

Victory Parkway and Park Avenue 

Bridge Improvements project will

begin construction in 2026. A Wasson 

Way biking/hiking connector has been 

proposed. Efforts have continued to 

construct a METRO Transit Center 

across from the Walnut Hills Branch 

Public Library.

M U LT I - M OD AL T R AN S POR TAT I ON G I L B E RT AV E N U E & V I C TO RY PA R K WAY
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H E ALT H & WELLN ESS

We’re not just growing food, we’re also growing community.

The folks from Urban Farming Initiative 

(UFI) assumed responsibilities for day-to-

day operations starting in Q4. They will 

manage several of the community gardens 

in the nine-garden urban agriculture 

network. Other gardens are managed by 

Queen Mother’s Market Cooperative or 

by dedicated residents.

From March through November, there 

are one or more garden events every day 

staffed by neighbors, corporate groups, 

students, or La Soupe volunteers. Most 

gardens are “Open Harvest” meaning 

anyone can come and pick what they 

want at any time.

The remaining produce goes to Church 

of the Advent’s Open Door Pantry or 

their Free Fridge & Pantry. Some of the 

harvest is donated to La Soupe to use in 

their chef-prepared dishes.

U RB A N AG R I C U LT U RE N ET WO RK 
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H E ALT H & WELLN ESS

Everyone should have convenient access to affordable, healthy food.

Freestore Foodbank continued to provide

reasonably-priced produce at the Healthy

Harvest Mobile Market every Friday.

SNAP card users received a dollar-for-

dollar match on their fresh fruit and 

veggie purchases through Produce Perks.

And, La Soupe brought free, nutritious 

chef-prepared dishes—soupes, meals, 

casseroles, and sandwiches—along with 

meats, fruits, veggies, and drinks, for 

residents living with food insecurity.

On Wednesday mornings, volunteers 

harvested seasonal produce from the 

gardens and brought it to the Church 

of the Advent’s Open Door Pantry 

for distribution to our Walnut Hills 

neighbors.

F O O D DI ST R I BUTIO N

WA LNU T H I L L S R ED E V EL O PM EN T FO U ND AT I O N
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CO MMUN IT Y EN GAG EMEN T

Walnut Hills has a community of creative people celebrating life in our little village.

Cincy Nice supported businesses

and neighbors by sharing diverse

programming like the 2nd Annual

George’s Reggae Jam, Congress for New 

Urbanism, Girls Rock Cinci First Teen 

Pride Fest, MORTAR 10th Anniversary,

Cincinnati Young Black Professionals 

Annual Juneteenth Cookout, Senegalese 

Mosque Magal Celebration, ArtWorks 

End of Summer Celebration & Walnut 

Hills Mural Tour, and Culture Club’s Make 

It Tuesday Summer Meetups.

In addition to programming, there has 

been an increase in “third space” use of 

the alley with camp groups, neighbors, 

business workers, students and more 

using the alley as a lunch/day break 

destination.

FI V E PO I N T S A LLE Y 2 4 2 5 G I L BER T AV ENUE 
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CO MMUN IT Y EN GAG EMEN T

Walnut Hills has a community of creative people celebrating life in our little village.

Their mission is to build a strong, 

equitable, and dynamic community 

by employing arts & culture. That is

accomplished through collaboration and 

the appreciation of diversity to lift up, 

enhance, and enrich the artistic & cultural 

sectors of Greater Walnut Hills.

Their members include Cincinnati Art 

Museum, Cincinnati Ballet, Playhouse in 

the Park, ArtWorks, Cincy Nice, SKT 

Ceramics, Harriet Beecher Stowe House, 

and Walnut Hills Library to name just a 

handful.

Every Tuesday evening people gather at

a local business to make something, catch 

up on neighborhood news, and share 

what’s going on in our world.

C U LT U R E CL U B

WA LNU T H I L L S R ED E V EL O PM EN T FO U ND AT I O N
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CO MMUN IT Y EN GAG EMEN T

Let the celebration begin...and continue.

WA LN UT H I LL S STR E ET FESTI VA L

Each Fall for the past decade we have 

celebrated all that has happened

during the year. There’s food and drink; 

artmaking and conversation; live music 

and dancing.

WA LNU T H I L L S R ED E V EL O PM EN T FO U ND AT I O N
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