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Overview of Proposed Amendments

- Commercial Enforcement

- Domestic Violence 

- Civil Penalties

- Thresholds for Enforcement

- Timeline for Implementation



Background: What is a Chronic Nuisance? 
- Repeated incidents of 

criminal or nuisance 
activity at a multi-family 
property: drugs, disorder, 
and violence

- When a specific number 
of criminal incidents occur 
within a year – An initial 
notice is issued requiring 
the owner to submit an 
abatement plan within 10 
days



Background: What is a Chronic Nuisance? 

The threshold for enforcement is based on a cap in 
C.M.C. Sec. 761-3:

When the cap on criminal activity is exceeded, an 
initial notice is issued.

 



Background: What is a Chronic Nuisance? 

- If an additional nuisance 
activity occurs within 13 
days of the initial notice, 
the premises is a chronic 
nuisance.

- The City may start to 
issue fines and fees.



Background: Abatement Plans
- Abatement plan – if a plan is submitted and 

followed, the City does not take punitive action 

- What’s an abatement plan? A written plan 
designed to abate the nuisance activity 
(screening techniques, lease amendments, lease 
enforcement, physical changes to the property, 
etc.)

- Abatement plan must be renewed every 6 
months if the nuisance activities for the property 
have not reduced below the threshold



Proposed Amendment: Commercial 
Enforcement

- Proposed 2026 amendment would expand 
enforcement to commercial properties.

- What kind of commercial properties? Places of 
assembly.

- What does that include? Restaurants, bars, 
nightclubs, etc.

- What is excluded? Anything else (convenience 
stores, vacant lots, retail, office, etc.)



Proposed Amendment: 
Domestic Violence Exemption

Violence Against Women Act 
of 1994 prohibits evicting or 
terminating assistance to 
victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking for 
incidents related to an 
individual’s victimization.

- 42 U.S.C. § 41411



Proposed Amendment: 
Updates to Civil Penalties

- Shortens time to issue from six months (at 
the soonest) to three months

- Standardizes fine amount to $1,250



Proposed Amendment: 
Thresholds for Enforcement 

- Allows administration to adjust thresholds more 
frequently without legislation



Implementation of 
Proposed Amendments

Addition of commercial will bring current cases up 
to over 180 cases.
- Current staffing is .75 of an employee (FTE)

- 1  FTE in the Police Department: crime analyst
- 2  FTE in Law Department: attorney and 

administrative specialist.
- In anticipation of additional cases –  

administrative support must be added to bring 
capacity up to 1 FTE



Questions?
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