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A Reminder of the Past



Rail in Cincinnati - Today

• Cardinal Service – 3x Weekly
• New York City – DC – Cincinnati – Indianapolis – Chicago

• To Chicago: 1:31am – Th/Sat/Mon

• To NYC: 3:27am – Wed/Fri/Sun



Rail in Cincinnati – Current State

Did You Know…

• 20% of the city of Cincinnati do not have access to a vehicle?

• April 9th, 2024 there are two ways to get to Chicago without a plane or car:



Rail in Cincinnati – Current State



Rail in Cincinnati – Current State

Did You Know…

• It is impossible to purchase an Amtrak ticket in Cincinnati without the internet?

• No public transit connectivity available when the Train arrives



A Vision for the Future



Federal Funding

• 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure and Jobs Act
• $80 Billion to Passenger Rail

• Corridor ID Program
• State sponsored, shorter routes (3C+D)

• Long Distance Rail Study
• Long, interstate routes (Cardinal)



Corridor ID Routes

4 Corridors Studied

• 3C+D
• Cleveland – Toledo – Detroit
• Chicago – Ft Wayne – Lima – Columbus – Pittsburgh
• Cardinal Improvements to Chicago



3C+D FAQs

• 3x trains a day

• Two stops in Cincinnati metro area

• Completion around 2030

• Runs on existing freight rail lines

• Safety and infrastructure improvements

• Improvements needed to Union Terminal



Long Distance Rail Study



Benefits of Passenger Rail

• Economic
• $ towards construction, hospitality, service industry
• Incentive for new companies to move to a connected region
• Transit oriented development

• Societal
• Connected communities thrive
• Universities, sports rivalries, trade conferences, arts …
• Transportation choices = individual freedom

• Environmental
• Rail transit is “green”!
• Less cars on the road



Conclusion

• Exciting future for rail in Cincinnati

• We need the City’s leadership in pushing this forward

• Rail is counter-cultural – help us make it mainstream!



Appendix



Long Distance Routes



Long Distance Routes


