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OTR North
Special Permit Parking Area
Engagement with stakeholders to design and implement a curb parking plan balancing the 

needs of residents, businesses and visitors.



What is a Special Permit Parking Area?

• A Special Permit Parking Area (SPPA) is an area designated by municipal ordinance to 

allow the administration to designate residential parking areas on public streets 

that would not otherwise be eligible under the Cincinnati Municipal Code (514-3)

• The SPPA further allows the Administration to designate parking spaces as “flex 

spaces” to be available during certain hours to the general public by paying a per-

space fee through meter, pay station or mobile phone app and to residents at all hours 

through residential permit.

• The SPPA is not necessary to establish paid parking spaces but allows for the 

creation of these residential spaces and flex spaces for use with residential permit 

where they would not otherwise be permitted under the Cincinnati Municipal Code.



What is the boundary of this SPPA?

The proposed boundaries are:

• Liberty Street to the South

• Central Parkway to the 

West

• W McMicken, Vine Street 

and East Clifton to the 

North

• Main Street to the East



What is the land use within the SPPA?

• The majority zoning and land 

use is commercial with 

commercial, mixed use, 

industrial, as well as 

residential buildings 
throughout.

• The normal residential parking 

program requires that areas 

be “zoned residential and 

used exclusively for residential 

purposes” Cincinnati 

Municipal Code 514-5.



Why are we recommending this plan? 

• OTR North has experienced decades of 

disinvestment and loss of residents and 

businesses. In 1970 the area was home 

to more than 3,000 residents and by 
2020 the population was just over 1,000. 

• The City has been active in reinvesting in 

OTR North for the last 20 years through 

acquiring and selling vacant buildings to 

individuals and groups seeking to invest 

in new housing and new businesses in 

OTR North.



Why are we recommending this plan? 

• The City has also worked to strengthen Findlay 

Market, empowering Corporation for Findlay Market to 

operate and manage the market hall and adjacent 

properties; Findlay Market has since been named one 

of the top ten public markets in the United States.

• With this reinvestment into OTR North, new residents 

and growing businesses are bringing more cars into 

the area than ever before. 

• There are still many vacant buildings that we want to 

see new residents and businesses in, but without 

intentional parking planning, the situation will  
become even more untenable.



Why a Special Permit Parking Area?

• In late 2022, after hearing from constituents on parking concerns in OTR North, City 

Council asked the Administration to review whether a Special Permit Parking Area like 

the plan previously implemented in OTR South would be appropriate for OTR North.

• Without an SPPA, the Administration can convert free parking areas to paid parking 

and update parking rates but can not expand residential parking or create flex parking 

spaces without the SPPA. The SPPA is needed to expand residential parking options 

thoughtfully and balanced with the needs of businesses and visitors for paid parking.



Why a Special Permit Parking Area?

Local Data & Location-

Specific Research

• In crafting both a recommendation to implement a Special Permit Parking Area and a 

map of curb utilization for implementation, the Administration relied on local data, 

research on best practices from other cities, and community engagement.

Best Practices in the 

Parking Field

Community Engagement



Drafting Process
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“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, SEPTEMBER 24, 2024 



Drafting Process – Inventory
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Beginning of Process

• First counts completed by 3CDC staff in 

spring of 2023

• Final counts completed by DOTE staff by 

July 2023

Note: Map to the left was initial count map before 

boundary was expanded after engagement began.



Drafting Process – Initial Engagement

Initial Public Input Received

• Include East Clifton area in RPP

• Do not include Mohawk area in RPP

• Include Flexible zones considering both residential and 

commercial use of curb, especially near Findlay Market

• Ensure that there are appropriate fees for all curb use

• Study the impact of the new garage and development 

projects prior to implementing an SPPA

• Conduct a more comprehensive study of the area

• Create a marketing plan for area (parking locations, etc.)

• Ensure there are designated CPD spaces near the market

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 



Drafting Process – 1st Draft

Public Engagement 

• Engagement with Findlay Market,

• OTRCC board and general body 

meeting

• OTR Chamber

• City facilitated community 

engagement meeting

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 



Specific Map Feedback:

• Pleasant & Green should be flex.

• Central Parkway & Elm Street should be paid.

• Designated parking space for CPD on Race.

• North of Findlay is commercial. Should be flex or not 

part of area but not residential parking.

Summary of Feedback – 1st Draft (Fall '23)

General Feedback Themes:

• Findlay market employees must be considered in this plan. 

• Wait until Findlay Garage opens and delay a parking plan.

• Increase Parking Enforcement including after hours. 

• Ensure loading zones are strategic.

• Consider comprehensive parking study of on-street and off-

street demand.

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 



Changes from 1st Draft to 2nd Draft Summary

• Feedback at public engagement sought more flex 

parking generally but especially north of Findlay if this 

area was to be included in the plan and portions of 

Pleasant and Green nearest to Findlay Market. 

• Flex parking proposed on Central and Elm was 

converted to paid parking.

• Parking on both sides of McMicken not indicated on first 

draft increasing overall space count listed on map.

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Summary of Feedback – 2nd Draft (Spring '24)



Specific Map Feedback (OTRCC) 

• Make Republic (between Liberty & Green), Green, 

Logan (north of the County garage), Back street 

should be residential.

• Make north side of Liberty, McMicken (Vine to Main), 

and one block of Fritz and Lang as Flex.

• Remove all parking restrictions on West McMicken 

(Vine to Dunlap).

• Remove rush hour parking restriction on Central 

Parkway.

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Summary of Feedback – 2nd Draft (Spring '24)



Specific Map Feedback (Findlay Market) 

• Like the change to paid parking on Central and flex on 

Dunlap. 

• Paid parking on Elm and Race Streets between 

Liberty and Findlay is a positive change from first 

plan.

• Would like to see paid parking on Race Street 

between Findlay and McMicken (versus Residential)

• Pleasant Street, just north of Findlay Street – move to 

flex.

• CPD Parking space should be closer to the Market.

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Summary of Feedback – 2nd Draft (Spring '24)



Desman’s Scope of Work

• Meet with community and market representatives to 

gather information on parking demands within the 

market area with a focus on employees.

• Survey prevailing on-street parking activity between 

March 22-23, 2024 early morning through evening 

inclusive of an FC Cincinnati match. 

• Research employee permit parking projects from 

other cities.

• Summarize and make recommendations on 

employee parking permit programs. 

Drafting Process – DESMAN Study

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 



Desman’s Results

• Introducing and/or appropriately pricing paid parking 

surrounding Findlay Market will ensure necessary 

turnover of the most convenient on-street parking to 

Findlay market customers.

• The calls to increase on-street permit parking places for 

area residents in the study area have continued to 

increase and will have be addressed.

• Issuing permits to market workers would be 

counterproductive competing for the same limited spaces 

with residents and visitors in the market area.

• Paid worker parking could be better accommodated in 

underutilized off-street parking assets like the County 

garage and other parking assets to the south.

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Drafting Process – DESMAN Study



OTR North – Recommended Implementation Map

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Map specifics (829 Total Spaces)

• 213 Residential Pass Only Spaces

• 271 Flex Parking Spaces

• 340 Paid Parking Spaces

• 5 Other (CPD Parking spaces)

Note: Use of flex spaces creates 484 spaces for use 

with residential permit and 611 spaces for occupancy 

with payment.

Residents will have access to 60% of spaces all day 

as well as ability to park at paid spaces after paid 

hours are over until paid hours start again the next day.



OTR North – Recommended Implementation Map

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Flex Hours (271 Spaces)

• Market Area

• Paid Parking available 9am-7pm (All Week)

• Outside Market Area

• Paid Parking available 9am-5pm (Mon-Fri)

Note: Residents can park in Flex spaces at all hours 

without payment (with RPP)



OTR North – Recommended Implementation Map

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Compare with Existing Curb Use

Note: Parking available to residents with a pass 

will increase from 88 to 484 spaces (Residential 

plus Flex spaces).



OTR North – On & Off-Street Area Parking Options

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Full size graphic available as attachment



OTR North – Off-Street Parking – Streetcar Line

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 

Parking Access

• In addition to the 700 public off-street 

parking spaces in OTR North, there 

are thousands of public parking spaces 

located along the streetcar route.

• These locations have different daily 

and monthly parking rates and different 

hours of peak demand.

Full size graphic available as attachment



OTR North – Implementation Plan

Components

• Finalize map 

• Wayfinding Signage

• Meter Rate Review

• County Garage Utilization

• Signage and Payment Equipment 

Installation

• Enforcement

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, September 24, 2024 



Next Steps Upon Approval

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, SEPTEMBER 24, 2024 

Finalize map in order to prepare signage and payment 
infrastructure plan

• Logan Street north of County Garage does not have 

designation on plan 

• Other tweaks may be appropriate that better serve all 

stakeholders

Commence wayfinding signage design and installation 

for off-street parking in OTR North. 
• This signage would serve to direct visitors to the County 

Garage and Findlay Market lots from the public ROW 

and from the exit of each lot/garage (if overcapacity)



Next Steps Upon Approval

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, SEPTEMBER 24, 2024 

Update meter rates for on-street parking within 

OTR North. Restrict certain paid areas of high 

demand to 1-hour meters to ensure turnover.
• Shifting boundary of OTR-South rate zone to the 

north may be appropriate.

Plan out signage and payment equipment 

installation with internal City Departments 

(Parking, DOTE, Public Services).
• Lead time required for signage fabrication 

and installation

• Equipment ordering for multi-space pay 

stations

• Availability of installation crews



Next Steps Upon Approval
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Update stakeholders on timing of installation, what 

changes to expect first and when application for 

expanded residential permit program will open. 

Communicate with residents regarding the residential 

parking permit application platform as more residents 

will have access to residential parking permits.

Measure occupancy of the on-street parking areas 6-

9 months after implementation (similar to the March 

2024 data collection on parking utilization by 

Desman) and utilization of off-street parking assets 

like the County garage.



Next Steps Upon Approval

“OTR North Curb Parking Plan” // DCED // EQUITABLE GROWTH AND HOUSING COMMITTEE, SEPTEMBER 24, 2024 

Ensure Parking Enforcement of all newly created residential and flex areas. 
• One reoccurring comment through engagement was a desire for more 

enforcement of posted parking restrictions, particularly residential permit areas.

• FY25 budget provided additional enforcement officers for the Parking Division. 

Seven new officers were recently commissioned.

Following measurement, make tweaks to initial plan as needed to better meet 
demand.
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