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Illuminated the relationship 
between eviction and an 

unbreakable cycle of poverty,

▪ the havoc that evictions exact on 
individuals' job opportunities, 

▪ their children's educational 
opportunities, 

▪ and the emotional well being of 
all family members.





EVICTIONS IN CINCINNATI
    *data from Eviction Lab

Year to date: 1/1/23 – 11/1/23 = 12,158 filings

Last month: 10/1/23 – 11/1/23 = 1,105 filings

26.1% of filings come from 

the top 100 buildings



Unlike in criminal court, defendants 
(tenants) are NOT given the right to 

legal representation.

Legal Aid only has the 
resources to represent a 

small fraction 
of the tenants 

who need an attorney.

In Hamilton County, your eviction 
case can take less than 45 seconds 

from start to finish.





Eviction Court
1000 Sycamore Street 

Room B
Monday – Friday

9:30am and 10:30am 
dockets

“I have an approval 
letter for rent assistance 
from the 513 Relief bus. 
I’m waiting on the check 

to be mailed to my 
landlord.”

“Section 8 stopped 
paying my rent. I 

don’t know what’s 
going on.”

“I received this 
eviction notice right 
after I reported the 

hole in the ceiling to 
the building 

department.”

“I don’t understand 
all the fees that are 

attached to my 
ledger.”*

*Vinebrook cases

No attorney?

EVICTED



The goal of 
Access to 
Counsel 

is to level the 
playing field in 
eviction court.



Cincinnati’s first 
Access to Counsel 

Ordinance



The initial Access to Counsel pilot includes contracts with 
the United Way and Legal Aid and will serve:

Tenants with a 
Notice to Leave the Premises

Tenants with a 
court date for eviction



The Access to Counsel pilot criteria are:

• Tenant lives in the City of Cincinnati, and
• Owes back rent that $2500-$3000 will bring current.
• Is under 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI).

• Is able to demonstrate the ability to pay rent moving forward.
• Hasn’t received Access to Counsel money in the last 12 months.
• Priority will be given to households: 

o with children, seniors (over age 65) or individuals with disabilities.
o under 100% of the federal poverty level.
o at risk of losing a housing subsidy or voucher.

Household 
Size

Eligible if income is
under this/year

1 $42,480

2 $48,540

3 $54,600

4 $60,660     



Initial investment from the City: 
• $600,000 for legal services
• $600,000 in rent assistance
• $50,000 for administrative fees

United Way Legal Aid

Will work with eligible tenants who have a 
notice to leave to premises.

Goal: prevent an eviction from being filed

Will work with eligible tenants who have 
an eviction court date.

Goal: to get the eviction dismissed + 
removed from the Clerk’s website.

If the tenant needs rent assistance, the United Way will be able to 
issue a check within 2 weeks.



What we’ll learn:

1) # of evictions dismissed
2)# of eviction filings avoided
3)Average amount of rent assistance needed per case
4)# of evictions removed from the clerk’s website
5)Source of tenants’ housing instability 
6)# of tenants still at the same address 6 months after 

receiving assistance



What comes next?

This initial funding will serve about 240 tenants.

In order to expand the # of tenants who can be 
represented in eviction court, we need 
sustainable long-term funding.
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