801 Plum Street

City of Cincinnati Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

CALENDAR

Cincinnati City Council

Wednesday, March 26, 2025 2:00 PM Council Chambers, Room 300

1. 202500568

ROLL CALL
PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
FILING OF THE JOURNAL

MAYOR AFTAB

Cincinnati Arts Association

REAPPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby appoint Laura
A. Carr to the Cincinnati Arts Association for a term of three years, expiring
January 31, 2028. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice
and consent pursuant to its Rules. (Female/African American)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL

Sponsors:

2 202500569

Mayor

REAPPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby appoint
Marvel Gentry Harmon to the Cincinnati Arts Association for a term of three
years, expiring January 31, 2028. This appointment is submitted to City
Council for its advice and consent pursuant to its Rules. (Female/African
American)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL

Sponsors:

3. 202500570

Mayor
Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board

APPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby appoint James
Murray to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term of three
years. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice and consent
pursuant to its Rules. (Male/White)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL

Sponsors:

4, 202500571

Mayor

APPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby appoint Louis
Beck to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term of three
years. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice and consent
pursuant to its Rules. (Male/White)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL
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5.

Sponsors: Mayor

202500573 APPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby appoint Susan
Brownknight to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term of
three years. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice and
consent pursuant to its Rules. (Female/White)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL

Sponsors: Mayor

202500574 REAPPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby reappoint Neil
Tilow to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term of three
years expiring October 20, 2027. This appointment is submitted to City Council
for its advice and consent pursuant to its Rules. (Male/White)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL

Sponsors: Mayor

202500575 REAPPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby reappoint
Robert Roark to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term of
three years expiring April 14, 2027. This appointment is submitted to City
Council for its advice and consent pursuant to its Rules. (Male/White)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL

Sponsors: Mayor

202500576 REAPPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby reappoint
Elissa Pogue to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term of
three years expiring April 14, 2027. This appointment is submitted to City
Council for its advice and consent pursuant to its Rules. (Female/White)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL

Sponsors: Mayor

202500577 REAPPOINTMENT, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, | hereby reappoint
Anne Sesler to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term of
three years expiring April 4, 2027. This appointment is submitted to City
Council for its advice and consent pursuant to its Rules. (Female/White)

Recommendation HOLD ONE WEEK PURSUANT TO THE RULES OF COUNCIL

Sponsors: Mayor
MAYOR AFTAB
MS. KEARNEY
MS. PARKS
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10. 202500593

MS. ALBI
MR. CRAMERDING
MR. JEFFREYS
MR. JOHNSON
MR. NOLAN
MS. OWENS
MR. WALSH

RESOLUTION, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, Vice Mayor Kearney, and
Councilmembers Parks, Albi, Cramerding, Jeffreys, Johnson, Nolan, Owens,
and Walsh, from Emily Smart Woerner, City Solicitor, RECOGNIZING the crew
members of the USS Cincinnati during their 2025 namesake visit to the City of
Cincinnati and EXPRESSING the appreciation of the Mayor and the Council of
the City of Cincinnati for the USS Cincinnati’s crew members’ service to our
country.

Recommendation PASS

Sponsors:

11. 202500555

Mayor, Kearney, Parks, Albi, Cramerding, Jeffreys, Johnson, Nolan, Owens and Walsh

MR. JOHNSON

RESOLUTION, submitted by Councilmember Johnson, from Emily Smart
Woerner, City Solicitor, RECOGNIZING the tenth anniversary of the passing of
Daryl Gordon; HONORING his legacy of bravery, dedication, and sacrifice; and
EXPRESSING the appreciation of the Mayor and the Council of the City of
Cincinnati for his extraordinary career in public service.

Recommendation PASS

Sponsors:

12. 202500560

Johnson
MS. ALBI

RESOLUTION, submitted by Councilmember Albi, from Emily Smart Woerner,
City Solicitor, RECOGNIZING Susan Storer as a Women’s History Month
Honoree and EXPRESSING the appreciation of the Mayor and the Council of
the City of Cincinnati for Susan’s selfless dedication to the community and
future generations.

Recommendation PASS

Sponsors:

13. 202500557

Albi
MR.CRAMERDING

ORDINANCE, submitted by Councilmember Cramerding, from Emily Smart
Woerner, City Solicitor, AUTHORIZING the transfer of $1,294,008 from
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14.

15.

16.

17.

balance sheet reserve account no. 050x3440, “Infrastructure and Capital
Project Reserve,” to the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050;
AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $300,000 from the
unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050 to existing capital improvement
program project account no. 980x199x241900, “Outdoor Facilities
Renovation,” to provide resources for the Camp Washington Skate Park
project; and AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $994,008 from
the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050 to existing capital
improvement program project account no. 980x981x252586, “Fleet
Replacements - GF,” to provide resources for the purchase of automotive and
motorized equipment for the Department of Public Services, the Fire
Department, and the Police Department.

Recommendation BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Sponsors: Cramerding

MR. NOLAN
MR. JOHNSON
MR. JEFFREYS

202500567 MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Nolan, Johnson and Jeffreys, WE
MOVE that the administration consider operationalizing the Vacant Building
Registry to be a data input to connect city property owners with capital
resources. WE FURTHER MOVE that the administration produces a report
within 60 days on existing City programs that are available for rehabilitation of
vacant buildings or have the potential to be expanded for that use.

(STATEMENT ATTACHED).
Recommendation EQUITABLE GROWTH & HOUSING COMMITTEE
Sponsors: Nolan, Johnson and Jeffreys
CITY MANAGER

202500531 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025 submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on
a communication from the State of Ohio, Division of Liquor Control, advising of
a permit application for Bharat 06 OH LLC, DBA Boudinot BP, 3200 Harrison.
(#0683847, TRFO, C1 C2) [Objections: None]

Recommendation F|LE

Sponsors: City Manager

202500533 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025 submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on
a communication from the State of Ohio, Division of Liquor Control, advising of
a permit application for Cincinnati Park Board, DBA Krohn Conservatory, 1501
Eden Park Drive (#14934050002, Temp, F8) [Objections]

Recommendation F||_LE

Sponsors: City Manager

202500534 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding the Sidewalk Tree Conflict Repair Process. (Reference Document #
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

202401119)
Recommendation BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Sponsors: City Manager

202500538 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding Special Event Permit Application for Give Back Cincinnati - Reds
Opening Day 2025 at Fountain Square.

Recommendation F||_LE

Sponsors: City Manager

202500539 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding the Sidewalk Repair Pilot Program. (Reference Document #

202500110)
Recommendation F|LE
Sponsors: City Manager

202500540 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding Special Event Permit Application for Pride in OTR Weekend Street
Faire.

Recommendation F|_E

Sponsors: City Manager

202500541 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding Special Event Permit Application for Dewey’s Run to Raise Dough
5K.

Recommendation F|LE

Sponsors: City Manager

202500543 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025 submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on
a communication from the State of Ohio, Division of Liquor Control, advising of
a permit application for HNDL Bar LLC, 1107 Vine Street 1st floor basement &
patio. (#3498731, TRFO, D5 D6) [Objections: None]

Recommendation F|LE

Sponsors: City Manager

202500545 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding Special Event Permit Application for Juneteenth Festival.
Recommendation F|LE

Sponsors: City Manager

202500547 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Queensgate to Downtown
concerns. (Reference Document # 202402548)

Recommendation CLIMATE, ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
Sponsors: City Manager
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

202500548 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding Special Event Permit Application for Rock/Walk the Mohawk.

Recommendation F|LE

Sponsors: City Manager

202500561 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/26/2025, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept an in-kind media
promotion donation from Urban One, Inc. dba Radio One valued at up to
$35,200 in support of the Cincinnati Recreation Commission and the Radio
One Spring Fling 2025 Festival Event on April 19, 2025.

Recommendation BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Sponsors: City Manager

202500572 ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 3/26/2025,
RENAMING a portion of Smith Alley to Frazier Alley in the California

neighborhood.
Recommendation EQUITABLE GROWTH & HOUSING COMMITTEE
Sponsors: City Manager

202500578 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding the Encampment Update and Resources. (Reference Document #

202402557)
Recommendation EQUITABLE GROWTH & HOUSING COMMITTEE
Sponsors: City Manager

202500579 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/26/2025, AUTHORIZING the expenditure of $1,900,000 from OneOhio
Opioid Distributor Settlement funds for a grant program in partnership with
Hamilton County to provide resources to community partners for harm
reduction programming, and $304,000 to Hamilton County Public Health for
expansion of the Harm Reduction/Stigma-Free Access for Everyone Service

program.
Recommendation BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Sponsors: City Manager

202500582 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding Parking Citation Amnesty Period. (Reference Document #

202401714)
Recommendation HEALTHY NEIGHBORHOODS COMMITTEE
Sponsors: City Manager

202500584 REPORT, dated 3/26/2025, submitted Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
regarding The Finance and Budget Monitoring Report for the Period Ending
January 31, 2025.

Recommendation BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Sponsors: City Manager
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32. 202500505

BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Walsh, WE MOVE that the
Administration provide a report within forty-five (45) days regarding all policies
related to TIF funding and how it be utilized. This report should be an audit of
all policies adopted by Council or implemented by the Administration since the
establishment of the TIFs as well as the adoption date of each policy.
(STATEMENT ATTACHED)

Recommendation ADOPT
Sponsors: Walsh

33. 202500524

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/19/2025, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept and appropriate
energy credits from energy projects and U.S. Department of the Treasury
Elective Pay benefits of up to $1,100,000 in FY 2025 to Revolving Energy
Loan Fund 883 to reinvest resources into other City energy projects; and
AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to deposit proceeds into Revolving
Energy Loan Fund 883 revenue account no. 883x8569.

Recommendation PASS EMERGENCY

Sponsors:

34. 202500523

City Manager

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/19/2025, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for, accept, and
appropriate a grant of up to $3,536 from the State of Ohio, Office of the
Attorney General, National Crime Victims’ Rights Week Community Awareness
Project to provide resources for the Cincinnati Police Department’s Victims
Assistance Liaison Unit and the Cincinnati Citizens Respect Our Witnesses
program to host the 9th Annual Homicide Memorial Ceremony; and
AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to deposit the grant funds into Law
Enforcement Grant Fund 368x8533, project account no. 25CVRW.

Recommendation PASS EMERGENCY

Sponsors:

35. 202500522

City Manager

ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 3/19/2025,
AMENDING Ordinance No. 99-2023 to increase the amount of funding the City
Manager is authorized to accept from the Surface Transportation Block Grant
Program (ALN 20.205) awarded through the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional
Council of Governments, from $1,199,998 to $1,325,370 and to appropriate
the additional $125,372 to existing capital improvement program project
account no. 980x232x222355, “Wasson Way Federal STBG 2022,” to provide
additional resources to complete the Wasson Way Trail project.

Recommendation PASS

Sponsors:

36. 202500529

City Manager

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/17/2025, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take any and all steps as
may be necessary in order to vacate as public right-of-way and retain
approximately 0.1341 acres of public right-of-way, being a portion of Republic
Street in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati.

City of Cincinnati
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Recommendation PASS EMERGENCY
Sponsors: City Manager

37. 202500530 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/17/2025, DEDICATING, ACCEPTING, AND CONFIRMING the dedication
to public use of an approximately 0.0332-acre tract of real property as a
portion of Bardes Alley, a public right-of-way in the Over-the-Rhine
neighborhood of Cincinnati.

Recommendation PASS EMERGENCY

Sponsors: City Manager

38. 202500473 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/12/2025, PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE, SALE AND DELIVERY OF
NOT TO EXCEED $5,525,000 OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REVENUE
BONDS (OTR HEALTH CENTER PROJECT), OR NOTES IN ANTICIPATION
THEREOF, OF THE CITY OF CINCINNATI, COUNTY OF HAMILTON, STATE
OF OHIO, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING CERTAIN
IMPROVEMENTS; AUTHORIZING A PLEDGE AND LIEN ON CERTAIN
REVENUES AND OTHER CITY RESOURCES TO SECURE SUCH BONDS
OR NOTES; AUTHORIZING NECESSARY DOCUMENTS TO SECURE
SUCH BONDS OR NOTES.

Recommendation PASS EMERGENCY

Sponsors: City Manager

39. 202500474 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/12/2025, PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE, SALE AND DELIVERY OF
NOT TO EXCEED $29,005,000 OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REVENUE
BONDS (FINDLAY COMMUNITY CENTER PROJECT), OR NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION THEREOF, OF THE CITY OF CINCINNATI, COUNTY OF
HAMILTON, STATE OF OHIO, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING
CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS; AUTHORIZING A PLEDGE AND LIEN ON
CERTAIN REVENUES AND OTHER CITY RESOURCES TO SECURE SUCH
BONDS OR NOTES; AUTHORIZING NECESSARY DOCUMENTS TO
SECURE SUCH BONDS OR NOTES.

Recommendation PASS EMERGENCY
Sponsors: City Manager

40. 202500585 ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager,
on 3/24/2025, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a Funding
Agreement with OTR Holdings, Inc., an affiliate of 3CDC, providing for a grant
from the City to fund the acquisition of real property located at 1506 and 1518
Vine Street in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati; AUTHORIZING
the transfer and appropriation of the sum of $1,500,000 from the
unappropriated surplus of the Downtown/OTR West Equivalent Fund 482
(Downtown/OTR West TIF District) to the Department of Community and
Economic Development non-personnel operating budget account no.
482x164x7200 to provide resources for the acquisition of real property located
at 1506 and 1518 Vine Street in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of
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Cincinnati; and further DECLARING expenditures from such project account
related to the acquisition of real property located at 1506 and 1518 Vine Street
in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, to be a public purpose and
constitute a “Public Infrastructure Improvement” (as defined by Ohio Revised
Code Section 5709.40(A)(8)) the will benefit and/or serve the District
3-Downtown/OTR West District Incentive District, subject to compliance with
the Ohio Revised Code Sections 5709.40 through 5709.43.

Recommendation PASS EMERGENCY

Sponsors:

CLIMATE,

41. 202500354

City Manager
SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS
ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Owens, Nolan, and Walsh, WE
MOVE that the Administration prepare a report within the next 30 days to
devise a strategy for protecting native plant/pollinator gardens in the City of
Cincinnati. (STATEMENT ATTACHED)

Recommendation ADOPT
Sponsors: Owens, Nolan and Walsh

42. 202500444

MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Owens, Jeffreys, Nolan and
Cramerding, WE MOVE that the administration prepare a report within 60 days
to create a directory of all city owned or city-maintained cemeteries. WE
FURTHER MOVE that the administration directly reference what department(s)
have the responsibility of maintaining specific cemeteries.

Recommendation ADOPT
Sponsors: Owens, Jeffreys, Nolan and Cramerding

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adjournment

City of Cincinnati
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2 AFTAB PUREVAL

City of Cincinnati, Office of the Mayor

March 2025

REAPPOINTMENT

| hereby reappoint Laura A. Carr to the Cincinnati Arts Association for a term of three
years expiring January 31, 2028. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice &
consent pursuant to its Rules.

yaf Aftab Pureval

801 Plum Srreet * Suite 150 * Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 « Phone: (513) 352-3250
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AFTAB PUREVAL

City of Cincinnati, Office of the Mayor

March 2025

REAPPOINTMENT

| hereby reappoint Marvel Gentry Harmon to the Cincinnati Arts Association for a term
of three years expiring January 31, 2028. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its
advice & consent pursuant to its Rules.

yof Aftab Pureval

801 Plum Street * Suite 150 = Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 « Phone: (513) 352-3250
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2 AFTAB PUREVAL

City of Cincinnati, Office of the Mayor

March 2025
APPOINTMENT

| hereby appoint James Murray to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term
of three years expiring. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice & consent
pursuant to its Rules.

oy Aftab Pureval

501 Plum Street * Suite 150 * Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 * Phone: (513) 352-3250
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AFTAB PUREVAL

City of Cincinnati, Office of the Mayor

March 2025

APPOINTMENT

| hereby appoint Louis Beck to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term of
three years. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice & consent pursuant to its
Rules.

offAftab Pureval

801 Plum Street * Suite 150 ¢ Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 * Phone: (513) 352-3250
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AFTAB PUREVAL

City of Cincinnati, Office of the Mayor

March 2025

APPOINTMENT

| hereby appoint Susan Brownknight to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a
term of three years. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice & consent pursuant
to its Rules.

offAftab Pureval

801 Plum Street * Suite 150 ¢ Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 * Phone: (513) 352-3250
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¥ AFTAB PUREVAL

City of Cincinnati, Office of the Mayor

March 2025
REAPPOINTMENT
| hereby reappoint Neil Tilow to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a

term of three years expiring October 20, 2027. This appointment is submitted to City Council
for its advice & consent pursuant to its Rules.

yof Aftab Pureval

801 Plum Streer  Suite 150 = Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 « Phone: (513) 352-3250
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March 2025
REAPPOINTMENT
| hereby reappoint Robert Roark to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a

term of three years expiring April 14, 2027. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its
advice & consent pursuant to its Rules.

vaf Aftab Pureval

801 Plum Street * Suite 150 = Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 + Phone: (513) 352-3250
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\ AFTAB PUREVAL

City of Cincinnati, Office of the Mayor

March 2025
REAPPOINTMENT

| hereby reappoint Anne Sesler to the Lunken Airport Oversight & Advisory Board for a term
of three years expiring April 4, 2027. This appointment is submitted to City Council for its advice &
consent pursuant to its Rules.

[ 4

Mayor Aftab Pureval

801 Plum Street = Suite 150 « Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 * Phone: (513) 352-3250
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city of
ciNCINNATIIC

Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet

Date: March 26, 2025

To: Mayor Aftab Pureval, Vice Mayor Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney, President Pro
Tem Victoria Parks, and Councilmembers Anna Albi, Jeff Cramerding, Mark
Jeffreys, Scotty Johnson, Evan Nolan, Meeka Owens, and Seth Walsh

Z\n /
W\

From: Emily Smart Woerner, City Solicitor i (
Subject: Resolution — USS Cincinnati
Transmitted herewith is a resolution captioned as follows:

RECOGNIZING the crew members of the USS Cincinnati during their 2025 namesake
visit to the City of Cincinnati and EXPRESSING the appreciation of the Mayor and the
Council of the City of Cincinnati for the USS Cincinnati’s crew members’ service to our
country.

EESW/CNS(dbr)
Attachment
407703

{00417925-1}

18



C

NS Eﬁﬁ\/\/

RESOLUTION NO. - 2025

RECOGNIZING the crew members of the USS Cincinnati during their 2025 namesake visit to
the City of Cincinnati and EXPRESSING the appreciation of the Mayor and the Council of the
City of Cincinnati for the USS Cincinnati’s crew members’ service to our country.

WHEREAS, the USS Cincinnati, an Independence Class Littoral Combat Ship (“LCS”) of
the U.S. Navy, is an operational warship named for the City of Cincinnati and was commissioned
into service on October 5, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the USS Cincinnati (LCS 20) is the fifth Navy ship to have proudly carried
Cincinnati’s name, including an ironclad river gun boat commissioned in 1862, a protected cruiser
(C-7) commissioned on June 16, 1894, a light cruiser (CL-6) commissioned on January 1, 1924,
and an attack submarine (SS-693) commissioned on March 11, 1978; and

WHEREAS, select members of the USS Cincinnati’s crew are visiting Cincinnati on March
26, 2025 to strengthen the bond between the USS Cincinnati and her namesake city; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Megan Motter, a native of Virginia Beach, Virginia, graduated and
commissioned from the U.S. Naval Academy in 2020 with a Bachelor of Science in General
Science; and

WHEREAS, in her first Division Officer tour, Lt. Motter served as Communications
Officer and Key Management Infrastructure Manager aboard USS Paul Hamilton (DDG 60),
where she deployed to the Central Command, conducting numerous presence operations, multi-
national exercises, and escort duties for unmanned surface vessels throughout the Strait of
Hormuz; and

WHEREAS, Lt. Motter now serves as the Electronics Material Officer, and occasionally
the Weapons Officer, aboard the USS Cincinnati (LCS 20); and

WHEREAS, Chief Petty Officer Fire Controlman Mike Gentry joined the Navy in 2006
from Sedalia, Missouri, and started his career onboard the USS Frank Cable as a Machinist’s Mate,
converting to Fire Controlman in 2010; and

WHEREAS, CPO Gentry has served on the USS Lake Erie, ATG San Diego, USS Tulsa,
USS Manchester, and will retire from the Navy onboard the USS Cincinnati in 2026; and

WHEREAS, as a Fire Controlman, CPO Gentry is responsible for maintaining and

employing ship board weapon systems and training the crew in antiterrorism and ship self-defense;
and
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WHEREAS, Mineman Second Class Petty Officer Zachary Obert grew up in Houston,
Texas and enlisted into the Navy immediately following high school graduation; and

WHEREAS, having served onboard the USS Cincinnati for three-and-a-half years, PO
Obert has gained valuable experience maintaining and operating lifesaving equipment; and

WHEREAS, PO Obert visited five different countries and completed two foreign
operations with U.S. allies and upon completion of his naval service, he plans to pursue a
bachelor’s degree; and

WHEREAS, Mineman First Class Petty Officer Dylan Scott is currently assigned to the
USS Cincinnati (LCS 20) as the Leading Petty Officer of the Navigation and Executive
Department; and

WHEREAS, hailing from the small town of Crown Point, Indiana, PO Scott graduated
from Lake Central High School in 2013 and joined the U.S. Navy directly after; and

WHEREAS, after completing Mineman A-School in San Diego, California in 2015, PO
Scott reported to USS Chief (MCM 14) in Sasebo, Japan, where he was the lead Mine
Neutralization System Technician; and

WHEREAS, after reporting to his next command, Naval Munitions Command Unit
Charleston in Charleston, South Carolina, PO Scott took over as the Training Department’s
Leading Petty Officer, overseeing 100 Explosive Safety Program folders as well as training all
new personnel gained to the command; and

WHEREAS, Damage Control Fireman Gio Del Rosario is a Miami, Florida native, who
entered the U.S. Navy in March of 2023 and attended Recruit Training at RTC Great Lakes,
Illinois; and

WHEREAS, DCFN Del Rosario graduated bootcamp with honors, completed Damage
Control A school in Great Lakes, Illinois, and is currently serving onboard the USS Cincinnati
(LCS 20); now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

Section 1. That the Mayor and this Council recognize the crew members of the USS

Cincinnati (LCS 20), welcome them to the City of Cincinnati, and express their appreciation for

the USS Cincinnati’s crew members’ service to our country.
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Section 2. That this resolution be spread upon the minutes of Council and that a copy
be provided to the crew members of the USS Cincinnati (LCS 20) through the office of Vice Mayor

Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney.

Passed: , 2025

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk

Submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, Vice Mayor Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney, President Pro Tem
Victoria Parks, and Councilmembers Anna Albi, Jeff Cramerding, Mark Jeffreys, Scotty Johnson,
Evan Nolan, Meeka Owens, and Seth Walsh
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Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet

Date: March 26, 2025

To: Councilmember Scotty Johnson
From: Emily Smart Woerner, City Solicitor } ' eh
Subject: Resolution — Recognizing Daryl Gordon

Transmitted herewith is a resolution captioned as follows:

RECOGNIZING the tenth anniversary of the passing of Daryl Gordon; HONORING
his legacy of bravery, dedication, and sacrifice; and EXPRESSING the appreciation of
the Mayor and the Council of the City of Cincinnati for his extraordinary career in public
service.

ESW/IMD(dmm)
Attachment
416537

{00416707-1}
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RESOLUTION NO. -2025

RECOGNIZING the tenth anniversary of the passing of Daryl Gordon; HONORING his legacy
of bravery, dedication, and sacrifice; and EXPRESSING the appreciation of the Mayor and the
Council of the City of Cincinnati for his extraordinary career in public service.

WHEREAS, Daryl Gordon was born on October 25, 1960, in Cincinnati, Ohio, and from
a young age exhibited a strong sense of duty, leadership, and a desire to help others, traits that
would guide him toward a lifelong career in public service; and

WHEREAS, Daryl Gordon began his firefighting career as a volunteer with the Woodlawn
Fire Department during his senior year of high school, and he joined the Cincinnati Fire
Department in 1985, embarking on a distinguished career that was dedicated to protecting the
residents of Cincinnati; and

WHEREAS, throughout his thirty-year tenure with the Cincinnati Fire Department, Daryl
Gordon distinguished himself as a dedicated and highly skilled firefighter, earning a promotion to
Fire Apparatus Operator, serving as a senior bomb technician for over 25 years, responding to
countless emergencies with bravery and professionalism, and mentoring younger firefighters, all
while exemplifying the highest standards of service and commitment to the safety of his
community; and

WHEREAS, on March 26, 2015, Daryl Gordon made the ultimate sacrifice while searching
for victims during a fire at 6020 Dahlgren Street, exemplifying the truth that the greatest sacrifice
is to lay one’s life on the line so that others may live; and

WHEREAS, the Gordon family finds comfort that Daryl was called home by the Almighty
Heavenly Father and is resting in victory; and

WHEREAS, Council desires to honor the memory of Daryl Gordon, celebrating his
sacrifices and never forgetting his service, as we endeavor to walk in his footsteps and live by his
fearless example; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:
Section 1. That the Mayor and this Council hereby recognize the tenth anniversary of the
passing of Daryl Gordon and honor his enduring legacy of bravery, dedication, and sacrifice

throughout his extraordinary career in public service.

Fa
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Section 2. That this resolution be spread upon the minutes of Council and that a copy be

provided to the Gordon family through the office of Councilmember Scotty Johnson.

Passed: , 2025

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk

Submitted by Councilmember Scotty Johnson
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Date: March 26, 2025

To: Councilmember Anna Albi
From: Emily Smart Woerner, City Solicitor 'L ’f_ Yy
Subject: Resolution — Recognizing Susan Storer

Transmitted herewith is a resolution captioned as follows:

RECOGNIZING Susan Storer as a Women’s History Month Honoree and EXPRESSING
the appreciation of the Mayor and the Council of the City of Cincinnati for Susan’s selfless
dedication to the community and future generations.

EESW/KKF(dbr)
Attachment
416929

{00417248-1}
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RESOLUTION NO. -2025

RECOGNIZING Susan Storer as a Women’s History Month Honoree and EXPRESSING the
appreciation of the Mayor and the Council of the City of Cincinnati for Susan’s selfless dedication
to the community and future generations.

WHEREAS, Susan Storer was born in Beverly Farms, Massachusetts; attended
Middlebury College where she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in American history; and attended
Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth College in 1980 and earned a Master of Business
Administration degree in finance; and

WHEREAS, Susan worked as a computer programmer for John Hancock Mutual Life
Insurance Co., a cash manager for the Pillsbury Company, and as assistant treasurer for corporate
finance for Federated Department Stores, Inc., later Macy’s Inc., from 1988 to 2019; and

WHEREAS, Susan advocated for early childhood education for children ages zero to five
through Women Investing in the Next Generation (WINGs) by working with state and national
senators and representatives to redefine early education, and began work with the national board
of directors for Home Instruction for Parents of Pre-school Youngsters (HIPPY); and

WHEREAS, Susan continues her interest in early education and other issues by sitting on
the public policy and finance and accounting committee of United Way, and is on the board of
directors of the Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community Action Agency, where she is a member
of the early education committee; and

WHEREAS, Susan has demonstrated her dedication to the next generation through her
advocacy in early childhood education, various volunteering efforts, and many years as a decision
maker for numerous impactful boards in Cincinnati; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

Section 1. That the Mayor and this Council hereby recognize Susan Storer as a Women’s

History Month honoree.

e
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Section 2. That this resolution be spread upon the minutes of Council and that a copy be

provided to Susan Storer through the office of Councilmember Anna Albi.

Passed: , 2025

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk

Submitted by Councilmember Anna Albi
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Date: March 26, 2025

To: Councilmember Jeff Cramerding
From: Emily Smart Woerner, City Solicitor { L W
Subject: Ordinance — Implementing Motion #202500443

Transmitted herewith is an ordinance captioned as follows:

AUTHORIZING the transfer of $1,294,008 from balance sheet reserve account no.
050x3440, “Infrastructure and Capital Project Reserve,” to the unappropriated surplus of
General Fund 050; AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $300,000 from the
unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050 to existing capital improvement program
project account no. 980x199x241900, “Outdoor Facilities Renovation,” to provide
resources for the Camp Washington Skate Park project; and AUTHORIZING the
transfer and appropriation of $994,008 from the unappropriated surplus of General Fund
050 to existing capital improvement program project account no. 980x981x252586,
“Fleet Replacements — GF,” to provide resources for the purchase of automotive and
motorized equipment for the Department of Public Services, the Fire Department, and the
Police Department.

EESW/CNS(dmm)
Attachment
417068

£00417669-1}
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@ity of Cincinnati NS o
An Ordinance No.

AUTHORIZING the transfer of $1,294,008 from balance sheet reserve account no. 050x3440,
“Infrastructure and Capital Project Reserve,” to the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050;
AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $300,000 from the unappropriated surplus of
General Fund 050 to existing capital improvement program project account no. 980x199x241900,
“Outdoor Facilities Renovation,” to provide resources for the Camp Washington Skate Park
project; and AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of $994,008 from the unappropriated
surplus of General Fund 050 to existing capital improvement program project account
no. 980x981x252586, “Fleet Replacements — GF,” to provide resources for the purchase of
automotive and motorized equipment for the Department of Public Services, the Fire Department,
and the Police Department.

WHEREAS, in 2015, in Ordinance No. 253-2015, Council adopted a Stabilization Funds
Policy to define appropriate funding for the City’s various reserve funds, with such policy being
later amended in 2019 via Ordinance No. 213-2019, and amended again in 2022 via Ordinance
No. 56-2022; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the revised Stabilization Funds Policy, Council
established account no. 050x3440, “Infrastructure and Capital Project Reserve,” to provide
resources for Council to appropriate for identified urgent needs or as part of the next annual budget
cycle for one-time infrastructure and capital projects; and

WHEREAS, on June 14, 2024, Council passed Ordinance No. 201-2023, which included
the transfer and appropriation of $250,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to
existing capital improvement program project account no. 980x199x241900, “Outdoor Facilities
Renovation,” to provide the Cincinnati Recreation Commission with $250,000 in matching funds
for a skate park; and

WHEREAS, on October 30, 2024, Council adopted Motion No. 202402266, which
directed the Administration to hold $1,359,008 in a capital project reserve, which is balance sheet
reserve account no. 050x3440, “Infrastructure and Capital Project Reserve”; and

WHEREAS, on November 6, 2024, Council passed Ordinance No. 370-2024, which
reduced the $1,359,008 being held in balance sheet reserve account no. 050x3440, “Infrastructure
and Capital Project Reserve,” by $65,000 resulting in a remaining balance of $1,294,008; and

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2025, Council adopted Motion No. 202500443, which proposes
the allocation of $1,294,008 from balance sheet reserve account no. 050x3440, “Infrastructure and
Capital Project Reserve,” to provide $300,000 for the Camp Washington Skate Park project and
$994,008 for Fleet Replacements; now, therefore,
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BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

Section 1. That the transfer of $1,294,008 from balance sheet reserve account
no. 050x3440, “Infrastructure and Capital Project Reserve,” to the unappropriated surplus of
General Fund 050 is authorized.

Section 2. That the transfer and appropriation of $300,000 from the unappropriated
surplus of General Fund 050 to existing capital improvement program project account
no. 980x199x241900, “Outdoor Facilities Renovation,” is authorized to provide resources for the
Camp Washington Skate Park project.

Section 3. That the transfer and appropriation of $994,008 from the unappropriated
surplus of General Fund 050 to existing capital improvement program project account
no. 980x981x252586, “Fleet Replacements — GF,” is authorized to provide resources for the
purchase of automotive and motorized equipment for the Department of Public Services, the Fire
Department, and the Police Department.

Section 4. That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and
proper to implement the terms of Sections 1 through 3.

Section 5. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the
preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms
of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is
the immediate need to accomplish the authorized transfers and appropriations, ensuring the

funding and expenditures described herein can proceed without delay.

Passed: , 2025

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk
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Evan Nolan
Councilmember

Motion

To Utilize VVacant Building Registry (VBR) Data to Connect Local Property Owners With Resources

WE MOVE that the administration consider operationalizing the Vacant Building Registry to be a
data input to connect city property owners with capital resources.

WE FURTHER MOVE that the administration produces a report within 60 days on existing City
programs that are available for rehabilitation of vacant buildings or have the potential to be
expanded for that use.

Statement

On February 26", 2025, City Council passed Ordinance #2025-00200 which established the Vacant
Building Registration program. This program is intended to allow the City to be more proactive with
its assessment and reutilization of the large stock of vacant buildings throughout the City. Bringing
these buildings back to productive use is not just a priority in making neighborhoods vibrant but
also tackling the region’s housing shortage.

It is also an opportunity to help residents who might want to play a part in the revitalization of their
community but lack access to capital for the preservation and stabilization of their properties by
connecting them with resources. The Department of Community Economic Development runs
financial assistance programs alongside the City’s partnership with the Cincinnati Development
Fund (CDF) to help with the creation and preservation of affordable housing. The goal of these
efforts would be to inform Council on existing funds and programs for potential prioritization in
future budgets, as well as leverage the VBR to connect property owners to those resources.

o T, Nobou—

Councilmember Evan Nolan

St WY

Councﬂmembér@‘ﬁtrtty Johnson Councilmember Mark Jeffreys
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Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet

Date: March 26, 2025
To: Mayor and Members of City Council

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 202500531

Subject: Liquor License - TRFO

FINAL RECOMMENDATION REPORT

OBJECTIONS: None
This is a report on a communication from the State of Ohio, Division of Liquor
Control, advising of a permit application for the following:

APPLICATION: 0683847
PERMIT TYPE: TRFO

CLASS: ClcC2
NAME: BHARAT 06 OH LLC
DBA: BOUDINOT BP

3200 HARRISON AVE
CINCINNATI OH 45211

As of today’s date, the Buildings and Inspections Department has declined comment
on their investigation.

On January 23, 2025, the Westwood Civic Association was notified and does not
object.

Police Department Recommendation David M. Laing, Assistant City Prosecutor
] Objection 1 No Objection Law Department - Recommendation
1 Objection 1 No Objection

MUST BE RECEIVED BY OHIO DIVISION OF LIQUOR CONTROL BY: March 14, 2025.
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CINCINNATI [\

Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet

Date: March 26, 2025
To: Mayor and Members of City Council

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager 202500533

Subject: Liquor License — TEMP

FINAL RECOMMENDATION REPORT

OBJECTIONS: None
This is a report on a communication from the State of Ohio, Division of Liquor
Control, advising of a permit application for the following:

APPLICATION: 14934050002
PERMIT TYPE: TEMP

CLASS: F8
NAME: CINCINNATI PARK BOARD
DBA: KROHN CONSERVATORY

1501 EDEN PARK DR
CINCINNATI OH 45202

As of today’s date, the Buildings and Inspections Department has declined comment
on their investigation.

On February 11, 2025, the Mt. Adams Civic Association was notified and does not
object.

Police Department Recommendation David M. Laing, Assistant City Prosecutor
] Objection 1 No Objection Law Department - Recommendation
1 Objection 1 No Objection

MUST BE RECEIVED BY OHIO DIVISION OF LIQUOR CONTROL BY: April 8, 2025.
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CINCINNATI §

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

March 26, 2025

To: Mayor and Members of City Council
202500534
From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager

Subject: Sidewalk Tree Conflict Repair Process

Reference Document #202401119

The City Council at its session on April 24, 2024, referred the following item for
review and report:

MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Walsh, Harris and Parks, WE MOVE
that the Administration provide a report within ninety (90) days regarding the
process of replacing trees planted in the rights-of-way around the City that
have damaged adjacent sidewalks and other private properties. This report
should include the plan and current status for replacing all trees in the right
of way that cause damage to the surrounding sidewalk including a timeline for
replacement and projected cost to property owners and possible funding
sources from the City to mitigate the cost. (BALANCE ON FILE IN THE
CLERK'S OFFICE)

BACKGROUND

The use of public dollars for sidewalk repairs has been studied and discussed several
times over the last 4 decades. For additional context, a few relevant historical City
Council reports submitted in 1997, 2009, and 2014, are attached for your reference.

Importance of Urban Tree Canopy
Protection and establishment of a robust urban tree canopy is essential to achieving
a thriving, healthy, and sustainable Cincinnati. Large healthy trees provide many
benefits to an urban environment:

o Improved air quality and public health. Trees intercept fine particulate matter
generated by vehicle emissions, minimizing the primary cause of asthma,
removing pollutants from the atmosphere, and improving air quality.

e Decreased carbon dioxide (CO2) and reducing the effects of climate change.
Through photosynthesis, trees absorb CO2 from the atmosphere, releasing
oxygen and storing carbon to grow leaves, branches, and roots.
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e Decreased Temperatures and Energy Savings. Trees absorb water through
their roots and emit it through their leaves cooling the surrounding air. By
shading buildings, homes, and streets, urban trees reduce peak summer air
temperatures and can help reduce energy bills up to 25%.

o Improved Water Quality and Stormwater Management. A single medium
canopy deciduous tree can intercept as much as 2,380 gallons of rainfall per
year on their leaves, branches, and trunks. In addition, tree roots improve soil
structure, increase stormwater infiltration, reduce soil erosion, and filter
pollutants.

o Improved Mental Health. Living and working in areas with trees improve our
mood and mental health by reducing stress-related hormones and increasing
dopamine production, thereby lowering blood pressure, cardiovascular
diseases, and feelings of depression/anxiety.

o Improved physical health, social cohesion and decreased crime rates. Residents
In areas with higher tree canopy are more likely to walk in their
neighborhoods, leading to increased social connections, community care, and
corresponding decreased crime rates.

Cincinnati is fortunate to have well-established tree canopy coverage. The Green
Cincinnati Plan set the goal to achieve at least 40% canopy coverage city wide, 40%
in residential neighborhoods, 25% in mixed use/industrial areas, and 10% downtown.

Cincinnati Tree Canopy o Ve v
Coverage '
(2020)

Boundary
Reforestation Neighborhoods
Tree Canopy Coverage %
8.3%

PARKS

2020 Map of Cincinnati Tree Canopy Coverage



As of 2020, the city i1s at 43%, an increase of 5% from 2010. Currently, 20
neighborhoods do not meet these goals. While the Urban Forestry program is
dedicated to annual systematic planting of trees in these neighborhoods, it takes a
generation, or longer, for a new tree to grow to maturity and provide the benefits
noted above. Therefore, protection and maintenance of existing mature trees is the
only way to maintain the existing canopy coverage essential to achieving a healthy,
sustainable, and climate resilient city.

TREES AND SIDEWALKS

Since 1981, the Urban Forestry program of the Cincinnati Parks Department has
been responsible for the health and maintenance of 85,000 public trees and
management of the urban forestry property assessment to fund the program. The
mnaugural urban foresters were tasked with inventorying all 52 neighborhoods to
address standing dead trees, implement a pruning cycle, and systematically plant
empty streetscapes.

The first Urban Forestry planted trees were installed in 1982. The goal of any tree
planting is to ensure the tree will thrive in a location throughout its anticipated
lifespan. From the beginning, the City’s Urban Foresters have been trained to select
the right tree for the right place by matching tree species characteristics with site
conditions, such as the available planting space and utilities. Trees planted before
the inception of the Urban Forestry Program, more than 42 years ago, were likely not
planted by the City. However, those remaining are typically very large and represent
essential assets within neighborhoods, because they provide the greatest
environmental, social, and aesthetic benefits to our community. Simultaneously, they
demand prescriptive routine maintenance to ensure they remain structurally sound
and healthy.

One of the greatest challenges with managing and maintaining large, healthy street
trees are conflicts with adjacent sidewalks. This is in large part because the lifespan
of a tree can be anywhere from 50-100+ years, while the lifecycle of a sidewalk is
typically 20-25. Beyond this age, the structural integrity of the concrete begins to
deteriorate leading to increased oxygen and moisture beneath the surface enhancing
the likelihood of sidewalk displacement due to a favorable root growth environment.

In many cases, when a healthy tree is reaching maturity (30-50 years) and is
interfering with a sidewalk, the tree is seen as the issue to be addressed. However,
the reality is trees are one of the few City-maintained assets appreciating in value
over time. Concrete, on the other hand, begins to depreciate the moment it cures.
Additionally, while it takes decades to replace a healthy, mature tree, a sidewalk can
be replaced in a matter of days at a relatively inexpensive cost when compared to the
compounded financial benefits provided by mature trees year after year.
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Responsibilities

The Department of Traffic and Engineering (DOTE) has a program in place for
sidewalk repair which follows C.M.C. Chapter 721 and Ohio Revised Code Chapter
729. The C.M.C. Sec. 721-147 requires the abutting property owner to maintain the
adjacent sidewalk in good condition and free from nuisance. When encountering a
potential tree sidewalk conflict, current process involves the contractor’s removal of
the sidewalk block for tree root size inspection and determination of next steps with
Urban Forestry. District Foresters work directly with DOTE, property owners, and
their contractors through the DOTE Sidewalk Safety Program process. (see
attachment D for more detail on procedures and options).

There are approximately 1,800 miles of total sidewalk located in the city rights-of-
way. Currently, due to existing resources, the DOTE Sidewalk Safety Program is a
complaint-driven program. From 2021 — 2023, DOTE received 2,028 customer service
requests for sidewalk repairs from citizens. Approximately 26% of these requests are
related to sites with street trees within 15 feet of the sidewalk conflict. Of those 527
sites, 105 trees (19%) were removed, while over 80% of the sites either had no root
conflicts, or the roots were small enough to prune, saving 422 trees.

When tree root issues are identified, a number of mitigation efforts are considered
depending upon the situation. For example, if the sidewalk offset is not substantial,
the concrete can be shaved to remove the trip hazard. In cases where the tree roots
are less than 4 inches in diameter, root pruning can be done if the tree is not likely to
become destabilized. In instances where sidewalk width exceeds ADA requirements,
or the right of way extends behind the sidewalk, re-routing/curving around the tree
trunk can correct the conflict and provide room for the tree to grow. Finally, in cases
where the City or property owner is willing to replace more sidewalk panels to retain
the tree, ramping over the tree roots may be an option (See attachment E).

While Urban Foresters are charged with ensuring the long-term health and
maintenance of public trees, when faced with tree sidewalk conflicts due to
extraneous site conditions, they are compelled to make every effort to preserve
mature, healthy trees. Nevertheless, in some instances removal may be unavoidable.
In these cases, the Urban Forestry program pays to have the tree removed, the stump
and corresponding roots ground, and the property owner is given the option to have
a new tree planted — all at no charge. Urban Foresters make every effort to
communicate the benefit of trees to our city and the value of their home. Despite this,
a surprising number of property owners opt against the free, replacement tree
because when dealing with the cost to replace sidewalks due to root conflicts, property
owners worry the replacement tree will cause future sidewalk replacements.
However, in practice, it would take at least 20 years for a newly planted tree to
potentially become involved in a tree/sidewalk conflict.
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Balancing the needs of pedestrians and developing a healthy, sustainable local
environment presents challenges that can be frustrating for municipalities and
property owners. Ideally, streetscapes are designed with trees in mind, by
incorporating larger tree wells and/or subsurface structures promoting downward
tree root growth (such as with the use of soil cells, suspended pavement, or structural
soils).

PLAN TO REPLACE ALL SIDEWALKS WITH TREE CONFLICTS

As described above, there is a process and procedure in place to carefully address
failing sidewalks, on a case-by-case basis, with priority given to protecting mature
trees whenever possible. However, there is no plan to replace all existing trees
involved in sidewalk conflicts.

Developing a plan to replace all trees in the right of way causing damage to the
surrounding sidewalk would prove particularly challenging for a number of reasons.
If implemented, it would:

e Significantly reduce Cincinnati’s existing mature urban tree canopy and
undermine efforts to achieve a more equitable canopy in all Cincinnati
neighborhoods ultimately producing an overall less healthy, less green city.

e Require considerable dedicated resources and time diverting staff from
managing existing obligations and achieving current objectives in ensuring
safe sidewalks and a cooler, cleaner, local environment.

e Represent a transfer of responsibility for sidewalk maintenance from property
owners to the City. This would likely create an incentive for property owners
to request sidewalk replacement since the financial burden is on the City
rather than the property owner. Under the current system, property owners
are incentivized to value the existing mature trees over sidewalks because a
new sidewalk is their responsibility. This shift in incentive would place a
greater demand on all City resources, funding, and staff time.

e Kstablish a tremendous unfunded liability for taxpayers.

CONCLUSION

To best achieve a safe, thriving, healthy and sustainable City, the Administration
recommends continuing to thoughtfully, and systematically, address tree sidewalk
conflicts on a case-by-case basis using the procedures and criteria outlined above.

Further, DOTE and the Parks Department will continue to explore innovative
strategies, such as suspended pavement or soil cell systems, to ensure roots have a
place to grow. These type of streetscape designs minimize maintenance and repair of
sidewalks, while also protecting and expanding Cincinnati’s urban tree canopy.

Attachments: A — 1997 Council Report
B — 2009 Council Report
C — 2014 Council Report
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D — Resolving Tree Sidewalk Conflicts
E — Trees and Sidewalks

cc: Jason Barron, Parks Director
Greg Long, Transportation & Engineering Director
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06/04/97

Mayor and Members of Council

John H. Hamner, Director of Public Works

J. Hamner, D.P.W.; J. Charleton, Dep. D.P.W.; P. Garg, C.E.; Section Heads; J.
Ginocchio, Law; DWR/JFD/SME:GES Files, 6SSPWHAA.SSP; Adm. Files;
PKG-EDF

Sidewalk Policy

Document #199700915

At the Public Works and Utilities Committee meeting on May 19, 1997, the Chairman
requested additional information on four issues:

¥
°

< Reconciliation of the ASRA recommendation with the recommendations of
the Infrastructure Commission.

<% Possible use of Forestry Assessment funds to repair sidewalks damaged
by tree roots.

% Integration of sidewalk repair into other existing programs

< Position on Assessment Basis

Infrastructure Commission Recommendation vs. Annual Sidewalk Repair
Assessment

Infrastructure Commission (IC) Recommendation #11 states:

Since most sidewalks ultimately need repair, change the process for funding this
work. Charge every property owner a small annual assessment of 7¢ per front
foot, to be collected with county taxes. This will raise $600,000 annually, partially
offsetting the expense of sidewalk repair.

Safe Sidewalks, submitted to City Council on May 7, 1997, recommended several
alternatives to improve sidewalk conditions. Among these alternatives, an Annual
Sidewalk Repair Assessment (ASRA) is identified. The ASRA is proposed at a rate
of $0.86 per foot of property frontage to permit us to repair sidewalks on a thirty-year
cycle.
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The basis of the IC recommendation was to provide an alternative funding
mechanism to repair sidewalks af the rate being repaired at the time of the
recommendation. The IC recognized that the existing system of City-prompted
repair was labor-intensive, inefficient, and an ineffective way to maintain safe, public

sidewalks.

However, the level of funding identified by the IC falls well below that required to
keep public sidewalks in good repair. As shown in the report, the asset value of the
improved sidewalk space is approximately $215 million. If replaced on a thirty-year
cycle, more than $7.1 million is needed annually for sidewalk construction. The
proposed IC funding level provides only $600.000 each year. Figures 3 & 4 in Safe
Sidewalks are provided to show the impact that level of repair has on the condition of
sidewalks in Cincinnati.

Another comparison, contained in the Safe Sidewalk report, provides further insight
into the seriousness of this shortfall. A typical 50 foot wide residential frontage costs
$1,370 to replace. If the IC assessment level ($0.07 per front foot) were adopted,
$3.50 would be generated annually by that property, or $350 every one hundred
years. It would take more than three hundred years to generate the funding required
to replace this frontage.

The ASRA rate is based upon the City assuming the responsibility for sidewalk repair
with adequate financial resources to perform the work. In place of the current
practice of charging abutting owners with large, lump sum bills, the cost of the work
is spread out over the projected life of the sidewalk.

While economies:of scale help the City obtain better prices on sidewalk construction,
the assessment does not substantially change the construction cost of sidewalk.
This method is proposed as a more equitable, responsive, efficient, and effective
means to maintain City sidewalks in a safe condition.

Finally, another distinction is that the ASRA is proposed for properties with improved
sidewalk frontages. Other programs, including the Forestry Assessment and the IC
recommendation, have been based on all property frontages, regardless of the
potential for the program to impact their specific frontage.

Use of Forestry Assessment Funds to Repair Defective Sidewalks

The question of whether Forestry Assessment funds can be used for sidewalk repair
has been long debated and the subject of several, conflicting legal opinions.
Regardless, the following discussion may be helpful when considering the potential
use of assessment funds.

The current Forestry Assessment provides approximately $1.2 million annually.
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Based upon our estimate that 20% of existing sidewalk damage is caused by tree
roots and our 1996 estimate of needed sidewalk repair, this amounts to nearly $8.8
million in backlogged repairs. The Forestry Assessment, at its current rate, could not
support a substantial unable to fund this level of repair and maintain its mission.

Most of the mature trees causing damage to the sidewalk space at this time were
planted well before the Forestry Assessment came into existence. These trees were
presumably planted by developers and homeowners. This principle has provided a
“common sense” basis for legal requirements for holding property owners
responsible for repairing sidewalks damaged by these trees.

However, certain other practices have been particularly difficult for property owners
to understand. If the property owner wishes the tree to be removed (and the City
finds that the tree is healthy and will not be adversely impacted by the sidewalk
work), the property owner must first reimburse the City for the value of the tree in
addition to paying for the tree’s removal. This expense can be significantly more
than the cost of the sidewalk work itself.

When trees are uprooted during storms, property owners are left with the
responsibility for repairing damaged sidewalks. Similar damages caused by
uprooted utility poles, main breaks, etc., are covered at the expense of the utility
company and not charged to the property owner.

A suggested strategy to minimize this damage is the responsible selection of
planting areas and tree species. Trees planted in narrow sod strips or sidewalk
cutouts continue to exacerbate this problem. Opportunities for reforestation of areas
behind the sidewalk space should be further explored to enhance both the public
space and property values.

Integration of Sidewalk Repair into Other Programs

Many existing capital programs currently integrate relatively minor amounts of
sidewalk replacement incidental to their specific program goals without charge to the
property owner (e.g., street, bridge, wall, walk, and hillside step rehabilitation
programs),. Other capital programs replace significant amounts of sidewalk within a
focused project area but have only a minor impact on the sidewalk infrastructure as a
whole (e.g., street improvements, downtown and neighborhood streetscape
improvements, etc.) Finally, utility improvements and maintenance activities
annually replace sidewalk incidental to their work.

These programs each have specific targeted objectives and already replaced some
walk and driveway . Redirection of more of these funds for sidewalk repair will push
accomplishment of these goals further into the future and ultimately result in
increasing deterioration of these infrastructure assets. Using the street rehabilitation

42



o
0’0

program as an example, this program has an annual target of 115 rehabilitated lane
miles to keep the overall condition of roadways from deteriorating. Funding during
1996 enabled us to rehabilitate 102 lane miles (95% of target). If street rehabilitation
funds were used to repair defective walk and driveway along with the street work,
our program would be reduced to 80 lane miles (70% of our target). And, if these
funds were used to repair all walk and driveway along with the street work, this
program would be reduced to 44 lane miles (38% of target).

Street improvements currently replace most, if not all, sidewalk within their project
limits without charge to abutting owners. These projects, however, represent only a
minor fraction of the sidewalk space throughout the city. The exception occurs
where the improvement does not absolutely require the sidewalk to be replaced to
construct the improvement. In an attempt to minimize construction cost and
maximize program impact, city engineers regularly evaluate these issues. Our past
practice in these cases was to charge property owners only for repairing sidewalks
that were defective prior to construction and not required to be removed by the
project. This practice is currently undergoing further review.

Finally, utility construction and maintenance activities replace about 50,000 square
feet annually. This figure represents less than 3% of the sidewalk to be replaced
annually. In addition, these functions are not directed at defective sidewalk, and
often replace walk in good condition.

The ASRA amount was predicated on having a neutral effect on other programs and
funding sources. Utility companies would still be required to repair walks damaged
by utility work. Budgets for street improvements should also still include sidewalk
replacement costs. The ASRA amount was simply based on changing the financing
structure of sidewalk repair while making it more manageable and effective.

Position on Assessment Basis

Two methods of providing funds for sidewalk repair through assessment are
presented in the report: a front footage basis (FFA) and a property value basis
(PVA).

Under an FFA based program, a standard charge per foot of property frontage
would be assessed (similar in concept to the existing Forestry Assessment).
The FFA method more closely resembles the existing system, charging
property owners in proportion to the amount of sidewalk abutting their
frontage. Under such a program, the assessment would be based on the
amount of frontage that a property owner has on a public street (the property
owner is currently responsible for maintaining sidewalks on that frontage).

Under a PVA based program, the required annual assessment would be distributed
among property owners in proportion to the value of their property. Because of the
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number of vacant parcels with abutting walks, the “land” value should be considered
as the basis for calculating this assessment, and not the improved value.

Both methods provide a fundamental improvement over the existing system in that
the cost to repair abutting walks and driveways is spread over many years and all
the owners of that property. These methods of funding repairs over the life of the
asset provide an effective means for owners to budget repair costs on an annual
basis, rather than more significant lump sums periodically. In addition, each property
owner would participate in this repair cost rather than one owner who happens to
own the property when the work is performed.

The primary concerns with the FFA method are that it is not sensitive to inflation
(without periodic, legislated rate increases) and, like the current system, places
proportionately higher costs on corner properties.

The PVA method provides a more uniform cost allocation to property owners within a
neighborhood. It distributes the additional cost associated with corner properties
and has the ability to increase the assessment as property values increase. These
increases would allow the fund to keep pace with rising repair costs.

However, the PVA method would not provide a benefit in proportion to the
assessment. Property owners with identical frontages in different neighborhoods
would pay significantly different amounts for the same benefit— repair of their
sidewalk space.

Therefore, the report suggests that the FFA method be used to provide funds

" necessary for maintaining public sidewalks. An Annual Sidewalk Repair Assessment

(ASRA) of $0.86 per foot of frontage is identified as the amount needed to repair
sidewalks on a thirty year cycle.

I hope this information is useful. If additional information or clarification is necessary,
questions may be directed to the Office of the City Engineer.

APPROVED:

John F. Shirey
City Manager
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Correspondence Sheet

City of Cincinnati

April 15, 2009

To: Finance Committee

From: £ Milton Dohoney, Jr., City Managery, 20090053 4
Subject: SIDEWALK ASSESSMENTS

The City Council at its session on March 4, 2009, referred the following item for review
and report:

RESOLUTION submitted by Milton Dohoney, Jr., City Manager, on 3/4/2009,
declaring the necessity of assessing for the unpaid cost and expense of
necessary sidewalk, sidewalk area, curb and gutter construction, reconstruction
and repairs estimated to be $100,205.63, made in accordance with Cincinnati
Municipal Code Sections 721-149 to 721-169 for numerous sidewalk
improvements projects.

Sidewalk repair has been a source of controversy and complaint for many years. Part of
the problem stems from the fact that citizens are not aware that they are responsible for
the sidewalks at the front of their property. It is often a shock when property owners
self report problems or are otherwise notified by Department of Transportation and
Engineering (DOTE) that they need to perform expensive repairs. Secondly, sidewalks
have a finite useful lifespan similar to streets, curbs and bridges. DOTE typically needs
to perform major repairs to streets every 15 to 30 years, while sidewalks may be
expected to last 20 to 25 years. Furthering the controversy is the association of tree
roots with damaged sidewalks.

This report will first review the efforts by Councll and the Administration to develop
effective sidewalk policies and funding strategies and then discuss the findings of more
recent studies of the interaction of tree roots and sidewalks.

Sidewalk Policles

In May 1997, the Department of Public Works, Division of Engineering, submitted to the
Public Works & Utilities Commission a comprehensive sidewalk policy paper titled “Safe
Sidewalks” (Document199700915). This report discussed the details and problems with
the City's Sidewalk Safety Program. The administration concluded that the best strategy
to fund sidewalk repairs would be to create an Annual Sidewalk Repair Assessment
program.

The Public Works and Utilities Committee reviewed the report and requested additional

information from the Department of Public Works,  The response to that request,
Document #199700915, dated June 6, 1997, addressed four issues including the

Equal Opportanity Employer




possible use of Forestry Assessment funds to repair sidewalks damaged by tree roots,
(See Attachment 1) In this report the administration recommended against using tree
assessment funds for sidewalk repairs for the following reasons:

1. Conflicting legal reports on the use of the shade tree assessment to repair
sidewalks.

2. The forestry program could not maintain its mission to respond to storm
emergencies like Ike, inspact and prune all trees in 1/6 of the city (6 year
maintenance cycle), remove hazardous trees, remove stumps, and replace every
tree that is removed if its mission becomes sidewalk repairs.

3. Most of the very large trees that contribute to sidewalk damage predate the

. urban forestry program,

4. A better strategy to minimize tree damage is the responsible selection of planting
areas and tree species.

On September 15, 1997 the Public Works and Utilitles Commission requested additional
information on eleven issues related to the report and the Sidewalk Safety Program.
Issue #6 was “Using Tree Assessment Funds for Damage to walk caused by City Trees.”
On October 20, 1997, John Hamner, Director of Public Works submitted the requested
additional information to the Public Works and Utllities Committee. (See Attachment 2)
In response to Issue #6, the Law Department advised that Urban Forestry’s budget may
be used to replace sidewalks. They also stated there may be legal issues related to the
amount of funding provided by Urban Forestry. “Law further advises that there is no
case law on the subject and is, therefore, difficult to state what percentage of the
Forestry assessment funds may be safely spent on sidewalk maintenance.”

In January, 1998, City Council adopted a motion directing the administration to make
changes to the Sidewalk Safety Program (See Attachment 3). There were nine changes
recommended, including Item # 4, “Shall perform at City expense sidewalk repair
necessitated due to City action (i.e., major street improvement) or City utilities (i.e.,
MSD, Water Works improvements, damage by City operations, etc) including sidewalks
needing repair necessitated due to tree roots from trees planted or maintained under
the City’s Urban Forestry Program. Funding should come from the Public Works budget
not from Tree Assessment Funds.”

In response to this motion, the Department of Public Works provided a report dated
August 5, 1998, on implementation strategies and budget requirements. (See
Attachment 4) Item #4 included an estimated cost associated with Public Works
assuming responsibility for “sidewalks damaged by tree roots” and a plan to make the
repalrs as funding permitted. The report stated that it would cost approximately
$426,667 per year to repair tree root damage. However, on January 21, 1999, City
Council approved and flled the report except for Item #4, which they disapproved and
filed, (See attached Cincinnati City Council Items summary for Item # 199801997).

The budget passed on that date did not incude funding for Public Works to make
repairs to sidewalks damaged by tree roots. Since then the Department of Public
Works, (now DOTE) has never recelved funding for repairing sidewaiks due to tree root
damage.
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[ Since Item #4 was not approved and a budget for the repair of sidewalks damaged by
tree roots has not been approved, the responsibility of repairing sidewalks damaged by
tree roots remains with the property owner. Chapter 721 of The Cincinnati Municipal
Code specifies that the abutting property owner is responsible for maintenance of
sidewalks unless the property abuts more than one frontage, then the City funds repairs
on one frontage.

The attached “Guide to Sidewalk Safety” brochure prepared by the Department of
Transportation & Engineering, Division of Engineering, summarizes our current sidewalk
safety policies based on the approved portions of the August 5, 1998 report to council,
This guide states “Sidewalks that are damaged by tree roots are the responsibility of the
property owner.” If an Urban Forester determines that “cutting the root will damage the
tree or make the tree unstable, Urban Forestry may remove the tree as soon as possible
and the contractor can continue with replacement of the sidewalk block.” This brochure
is included with every notice to repair sidewalks. (See Attachment 5)

The “Guide to Sidewalk Safety” brochure also Includes Information on the steps a
property owner can take if they do not agree with our inspector’s evaluation of the
sidewalk. The first step is to meet with the inspector. If the citizen is still not satisfied
they can request a hearing before the Sidewalk Board of Appeals. The board includes
the Director of Transportation and Engineering, the City Engineer, a representative of
the Law Department and two Cltizen Members. The “Sidewalk Improvement Program
Process” is also attached to give a sense of all the steps in the process. (See Attachment
6)

Park Board’s Urban Forestry Sidewalk Related Studies and Policies

Since the adoption of the current sidewalk polices, two relevant studies concerning the
interaction of tree roots and sidewalks have been published. In the January 2000
Journal of Arboriculture, the article titled “Trees Are Not the Root of Sidewalk Problems”
compared incidents of defective sidewalks to soll types in Cincinnati, Ohio. This study
found no difference between the failure rate of sidewalk blocks next to trees and
sidewalk blocks not next to trees. However, this study did show a strong correlation
between age of the sidewalk and the rate of sidewalk defects. The data from this study
suggests that trees have a relatively small impact on sidewalks less than 20 years old.

The second study published in the November 2002 edition of Journal of Arboriculture
titled “Which Came First, the Root or the Crack” looked at the interaction of roots and
sidewalk cracks. Although the study did not definitively answer the question posed in
the titie of the paper, it did show where open cracks allow higher oxygen levels In the
soll, tree roots are more likely to occur. The cracks appear In walks near the end 25 year
sidewalk design and allow roots to grow beneath the walk. When the roots expand in
diameter it causes the walk to become offset.

Urban Forestry distributes a guide paper (attached) that supplements the DOTE Guide
to Sidewalk Safety titled "Resolving Tree-Sidewalk Conflicts.” This guide offers further
information about steps owners can take to maximize the life of their new sidewalk by
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recognizing the impact of the soil type and designing the sidewalk to withstand the
limitations of the soil. It also suggests methods to protect high value trees, (See
Attachment 7)

Where sidewalks are damaged as a result of storms, Urban Forestry will fund the
repairs. This is done because of the very dangerous nature of uprooted trees, driveway
aprons, and sidewalks to public safety. Under this program Urban Forestry usually
spends about $5,000 annually in funds provided through a special damage and
compensation fund, not through the speclal urban forestry assessment. In addition,
Urban Forestry holds its contractors responsible for any damage to walks, curbs, or
driveway aprons that occur during tree removal work. This is usually also about $5,000
annually.

Urban Forestry Installs new trees generally at the request of the community council or
the homeowner. Everyone is notified in writing when a work order is written and
assigned to a contractor to plant. Owners have veto power (a tree is not planted if the
property owner objects) unless it is part of a streetscape project in a business district.

The City has the legal responsibility to maintain safe rights-of-way. This not only
indudes the maintenance of streets and sidewalks but also the maintenance of public
street trees. If it is determined that the use of street tree assessment funds to fund
sidewalk repairs is legal and a proper expenditure then the funding would most likely be
diverted from the planting budget.

It is important to the City aesthetically and environmentally to continue to plant street
trees. The Cincinnatl urban forest canopy provides a direct value to taxpayers by
providing over 20 million dollars in annual benefits through reduction of pollution,
stormwater, and energy costs. For example, the average street tree provides a savings
of $56.00 annually to the abutting household through energy savings by avolding air
conditioning costs. In spite of these benefits, 20 of the city’s 52 communities do not
meet tree canopy goals. The Park Board has plans in place to meet these standards if
the planting budget remains intact.

Attachment 1: Document#199700915 Safe Sidewalks — Information Supplement
Attachment 2: Document#199701987 Safe Sidewalks — Information Supplement
Attachment 3: Document#199800107 Sidewalks Motion

Attachment 4: Document# 199801997 Sldewalk Safety Program Changes

Attachment 5: The Guide to Sidewalk Safety

Attachment 6: Sidewalk Improvement Program Process

Attachment 7: Resolving Tree-Sidewalk Conflicts

!
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cc: Michael R. Moore, Interim Director, Transportation and Engfneering

Willie Carden, Park Board

David Gamstetter, Park Board

Tim Jamison, Transportation and Engineering
Mike Niswonger, Transportation and Engineering
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city of

CINCINNATI &

Interdepartmental
Correspondence Sheet

May 14, 2014
TO: Mayor and Members of City Council
FROM: Scott C. Stiles, Interim City Manager

SUBJECT: City’s Sidewalk Repair Policy

Reference Document #201400492
City Council referred the following item for report:

MOTION, dated 4/16/2014 submitted by Vice Mayor Mann, that the
Administration review and report to Council on the fairness of asking
property owners to pay for repairing sidewalks which are damaged by
trees planted by the city.

Attached to this communication is Council Report #200900534 which provides a review of the
efforts of City Council and the Administration to develop sidewalk policies and funding strategies
for sidewalk repairs both adjacent to, and not adjacent to public trees.

The Urban Forestry Street Tree program began in 1981. The first trees were planted in 1982 and the
planting policy between 1982 and 1993 was for staff to coordinate tree planting with community
councils based on their priority and input. Staff scheduled the tree planting where adequate space
was present along public streets. If a property owner objected to the planting, they were provided
with information on how to submit their objection by filing an appeal with the Urban Forestry
Advisory Board (UFAB). This board is appointed by the City Manager, and authorized by Chapter
743 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code (CMC). If the UFAB ruled in the property owner’s favor the
tree was not planted. If the ruling went against the property owner, they could appeal to the Board
of Park Commissioners. Under 743 of the CMC, the decision of the Park Board is final.

During 1993 the policy was changed. Individual property owners were given “veto power” so that
no tree would be planted against their approval. Where trees are wanted, park staff works with
property owners to plant species that are the right tree for the space, and meets criteria valued by the
property owner. This policy continues in 2014.

A 2010 study of Cincinnati’s tree canopy found that the average street tree saves the property owner
$94.12 annually by abating stormwater, pollution, and reducing home cooling costs. The average
sidewalk is designed to last 20-25 years, and the cost for replacing 1 block is approximately
$150.00. Over the 20 year design life of a sidewalk, the tree will provide $1,882.40 in benefits
which would offset the cost of replacing 12.5 sidewalk blocks.

Attached for your information is a typical response to a homeowner concerning tree/sidewalk
issues. Also attached are four previous City Council reports, prepared in conjunction with the
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Department of Transportation and Engineering, which relates to the policy and decisions regarding
sidewalk repairs.

Cc: Willie F. Carden, Jr., Director of Parks

Attachments: Council Referral #199700915
Council Referral #199701987
Council Referral #199800107
Council Referral #200900534
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CINCINNATI

RESOLVING TREE-SIDEWALK CONFLICTS W”E
Big trees. Sidewalks. In many areas they work just fine together, making life nicer underfoot and

overhead for everyone walking by. In other areas they just can’t seem to co-exist without the walks
cracking, buckling, and getting way out of line. PARKS

Why?

Most people believe that tree roots just get too big, raise the concrete, and cause the blocks to fail.
While tree roots can contribute to defective walks, the underlying soil is most often the primary reason
for sidewalk failure. Where the underlying soil type is one that shrinks and swells as moisture content
changes, stronger sidewalk construction may be necessary to prevent lifting and shrinking. This might
include mechanically compacting the soil or using thicker concrete. This adds to the cost but it will
prolong the life of the sidewalk even when tree roots are not present.

The same soils, which cause sidewalk failure, also compound the problem by increasing the
involvement of tree roots. These soils typically contain fine clay particles, which displace oxygen in
the soil causing the tree roots to grow near the surface where oxygen is available. When these surface
roots grow beneath a cracked or raised sidewalk, they become established and grow in diameter,
causing the sidewalk to buckle.

Who pays for the repair of city-owned sidewalks?

Chapter 721 of the Cincinnati Municipal Code requires that the maintenance and repair of sidewalks
are generally the responsibility of the abutting property owner. For residential property, if the property
abuts 2 or more public streets, the property owner is responsible for repairs on only 1 frontage. That
frontage is determined by:

a. the parcel frontage containing the driveway; or

b. where either both or neither property frontage contains a driveway, the parcel frontage upon which
the street address is based.

c. if neither subsection (a) or (b) apply, as determined by the City engineer based upon typical
frontages for other parcels in the subdivision

To report a hazardous sidewalk location, contact the Department of Engineering and
Transportation at 352-4503 or the City’s General Information Number 591-6000.

How can | prevent future conflicts?

¢ Contact the Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District at 772.7645 to find out
what type of soil underlies your property. If the soil is weak, then your new sidewalk, patio or
driveway should be built to withstand the limitations of the soil.

¢ Under special conditions, it may be advised by Parks and the Department of Transportation and

Engineering to move the walk away from high value trees. A street opening permit may be necessary
to relocate the sidewalk.

What about the tree?
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The Cincinnati Park Board will only remove a tree if it is dead, diseased, or dying, or structurally
unstable. To report a dangerous or dying tree, please call the Park Board’s Natural Resource
Management Section at 861.9070.

When notified by the Department of Transportation and Engineering to repair a sidewalk and the work
is within 15 feet of a public street tree, you should acquire a permit and choose a contractor from their
approved list of available contractors and make sure that the contractor does the following work:

1.  Carefully remove the defective sidewalk blocks without damaging the tree.
2. The contractor may remove, from under the walk area, any roots_less than 4 inches in diameter.

These roots must be cut off completely on both sides of the sidewalk. A suitable base material must
then be compacted into the area formerly occupied by the roots.

3. If the contractor finds roots larger than 4 inches in diameter, they must barricade the area and
call the Natural Resource Management Section at 861.9070 for an immediate inspection. In most cases
a forester will respond within 2 hours.

4. A forester will inspect the roots and the tree. If the tree is hazardous or will become hazardous by
cutting the large roots, the tree and stump will be removed as soon as possible to allow the sidewalk to
be repaired.

5. If the tree is not in danger, the contractor will receive written instructions about which roots to
remove and how to remove them.

NOTE: If large roots are cut without approval, or if careless work damages the tree, the contractor
will be held liable for damages if the tree dies or falls.

* Between four and eleven
Major Woody Roots *
originate from the root
collar and grow horizon-
tally through the soil.
These major roots branch
and taper over a distance
of three to fifteen feet
from the trunk to form an
extensive framework of
long, rope-like roots
which are /4 to one inch
in diameter. These are
important structural roots,
supporting the tree against
wind, ete.

* The Framework of ma-
jor roots usually lies less
than eight to twelve
inches below the surface
and often grows outward
4\ to a diameter one to two
Y times the height of

A the tree.

¢ The Root Collar is usu-

\ ally at or near the ground-
line and is identifiable as a
=R 9 marked swelling of the

" (‘l tree .trunk.

Y
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The first step to repairing a sidewalk damaged by a tree is to enlarge the tree pit.
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Many sidewalks are far wider than they need to be. Enlarging a tree pit not only gives
tree roots more room to grow, increasing the amount of pervious surface allows more
rainwater to percolate into the ground.
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Here, damaged sidewalks are repaired simply by enlarging the tree
pit.

The enlarged pit can then be filled with gravel, mulch, grass, or
other ground cover.
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Many older towns have far more impervious surface than necessary. Excess
concrete can be removed to create planting strips and still leave plenty of room
for pedestrians.
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This planting strip accommodates 60-year-old plane trees.



09

T T A

This tree pit has been enlarged, but there is still a raised portion of the sid
to be repaired. Rather than replace sound concrete, it is often more cost
effective to remove the tripping hazard.
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In fact, about two-third of
sidewalk damage consists of
concrete panels that can be
remediated without
replacing them.

Concrete panels are
typically 4 inches thick. If
a panel is lifted, up to 2
inches can be removed
with a special saw to
provide a smooth walking
surface without
compromising the
integrity of the concrete.
Beveling uneven concrete
panels is about a quarter
of the cost of replacing
them.
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The bevel provides a suitable
surface for wheelchairs and is ADA
complaint.

The special beveling work is
performed in Pennsylvania by a
company called Always Safe
Sidewalks. The same service is
offered nationwide by affiliates of
Precision Concrete Cutting Inc.




€9

Several
hundred

sidewalks have

been

remediated in
Pottstown using
special saws.

In recent years,

this method

has been used

throughout

Pennsylvania.

POTTSTOWN

John Stricklel/'r he Mercury
A carved sldewalk on Chestnut Street In Pottstown.

Sidewalk repairs may
be on the cutting edge

By Evan Brandt
ebrandi@poltsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN — A plan
to address buckled side-
walks in town that borough
council recently agreed to
examine is quite literally
on the culting cdge.

The common rub in Pott-
stown is that many sidewalks
are buckled by tree roots.

And that’s true.

But more than half the
buckled sidewalks in town
gol that way for reasons
that have nothing to do
wilh trees, according to a
recent study.

In either case, the fix is
usually the same, pull up
the concrete, address the
underlying problem, and
put down more concrele.
But that gets expensive.

Tom Sweitzer, co-found-
er of Always Safe Side-
walks, recently told bor-
ough council that there are
nearly 3,000 trip hazards
amid the borough's dilapi-
dated sidewalks that are
“not beyond repair.”

Fixing them all the con-
ventional way would cost
about $890,000.

But there is another
method, one that would
only cost about $210,000,
and that is 1o use a special
saw 1o trim the concrete
down to the point that the
trip hazard is eliminated.

Sweitzer said he began
his precision  concrete
cutting company in 2007
and has done work in Lan-
caster, York, State College,
and the University of Penn-
sylvania, Drexel and Penn
State and that his crews
can address “50 hazards
per day.”

“Essentially, Potistown
has too much sidewalk and
overall, they're in very poor
condition,” he said, esti-
mating that “50 percent is
beyond any lype of repair.”

He added that “trees
definitely play a role, but
they are not, by far, the
only rcason” for sidewalk
problems.

Please see SIDEWALKS on A4
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Pottstown sidewalk repairs
may be on the cutting edge

SIDEWALKS, from Al

The cuts are usually no more than two
inches, but smooth out bumps enough to
not only eliminate tripping hazards, but
also to meet federal Americans with Dis-
abilities Act regulations, Sweitzer said.

The procedure also causes no structur-
al damage to the sidewalk, an assertion
supported by Doug Yerger, Pottstown's
public works director.

The cost to property owners, who are
legally liable for the conditions of the
sidewalk in front of their property, can be
as low as $50, $70 for wider sidewalks,
Sweitzer said.

“It seems like a very viable, cost<f
fective solution,” Council Vice President
Jeff Chomnuk told Sweitzer following his
presentation.

“It looks like a good idea to me,” sec-
onded Councilman Jody Rhoads. “I don’t
think there’s a problem with it.”

The idea Rhoads endorsed was brought
to Potistown by foyiner shade-trf& com-

<mission chairman Thomas Hylton.

Hylton said he discovered the sidewalks
where work had been done completely by
accident while walking in places like Frank-
lin and Marshall College, University of
Pennsylvania, Drexel University, and the

Morrisville School District.

He received permission from Borough
Manager Jason Bobst to try the pro-
cess on some “demonstration projects”
in down on sidewalks damaged by tree
roots, using $7,500 from Trees Inc., the
non-profit organization which does some
tree maintenance in Pottstown.

“It's less expense and it's a lot easier
than replacing the sidewalk,” he told
council in introducing Sweitzer.

*I just wanted people to be aware of
this alternative,” he said.

Council President Stephen Toroney
appointed Councilman Mark Gibson,
along with Rhoads and Chomnuk to form
a committee to “identify what areas in the
borough would be addressed” in a further
demonstration project, Bobst wrote in an
e-mail'to The Mercury.

Toroney “appointed these three Coun-
cilors since the majorily of the areas iden:
tified in Tom's study are in the first, thifd"
and budhhWards. Council seem$™ very
suppastive of the concept and hopes. it
can address our sidewalk concerns where
applicable,” Bobst wrole.

Follow Evan Brandt on Twitter @Poti-
stownNews



However, some sidewalks are so damaged they need to be replaced. Asphalt makes a
much better replacement material than concrete.
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After the concrete is
removed, it is occasionally
necessary to grind down
surface roots.

However, unlike concrete, it
is often possible to ramp over
tree roots with asphalt rather
than remove them.
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Unlike concrete, asphalt does not need
time to cure.

Once it is spread out and tamped
down, it can be used immediately.
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Enlarging the tree pit should always be part
of repairing a sidewalk.
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Although many communities leave their asphalt sidewalks
untouched, an epoxy coating is available to color asphalt.

New York City, for example, uses beige and lime green coatings
for its bike lanes and sitting areas that have been reclaimed
from travel lanes, such as Broadway in Manhattan, right.
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Seravegically placed planters, weighing 800 to 1000 pounds, help protect people on an esplansde from wayward traffic,
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Front-Row Seats on Broadway, if You Dare

Warming to an Esplanade, With a Wary Eye on Traffic

By WILLLAM MEUBEAN
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Www pavementimprassionsinc.cam

Trees Inc. covers its asphalt
sidewalks with the same epoxy
coating used in New York City.
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The gray color used

poured concrete, below.
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Asphalt makes it possible to repair even badly lifted sidewalks. Although the sidewalk
above is ramped, the slope still conforms to ADA standards.
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Using the computer program
developed by the U.S. Forest
Service, it is possible to calculate
the benefits of individual street
trees.

That way, a cost/benefit analysis
can be performed for a single tree
or small groups of trees.

O sStarmeeeater O Property Yalue
@ Electricity O rMatural Gas
B ir Quality E oz

$70.33

§20.56 . _

f21m

2274

$17.62
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Sidewalk remediation
Cost/benefit analysis
For Downtown Pottstown
Using i-Tree benefits calculator

The Pottstown Downtown Improvement District Authority was created in 1987 to
provide special services in the downtown area, supported by a special fee assessed on
134 properties. The following year, the borough and Trees Inc. planted 115 trees in
the downtown district along with installing new sidewalks, benches, and street lights.
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Sidewalk remediation
Cost/benefit analysis
For Downtown Pottstown
Using i-Tree benefits calculator

o
=

JETMENT OF AGRCOS

Twenty-five years later, the panels of some
sidewalks had been lifted by tree roots. Using a
specialized saw, contractors for Trees Inc.
beveled the edges of the lifted panels to

remove the trip hazards. The sidewalks are Ulie Gesii o rEmeelFing e slhenells,
) $1,554, was less than 15% of the

T EDER EME -1t @ompl It annual benefits provided by the 115

Total cost = $1,554. P y

trees, $13,336.
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Sidewalk remediation
Cost/benefit analysis

200 block Walnut Street

15 honey locusts
Total annual benefits: $3,561

Cost to remediate sidewalks:
S11,214

Years to amortize cost: 3.3

O stormester O Property Yalue

[ Electricity O Matural Gas
& air Guslty M coz

$45.96

$44.22

$10.59
112
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Callery pear trees along Hill School
High Street
Sidewalk remediation
Cost/benefit analysis

In 1985 and 1996, Trees
Inc. planted 48 callery pear
trees along High Street
adjacent to the Hill School.

As the trees grew, by 2012,
a number of concrete
sidewalk panels had been
lifted by tree roots.

O Stormweater O Property Value
H Electricity O Matural Gas
E air Quality Ecoz

17398

$20.80

$20.68
$64.11

Using the i-Tree calculator
developed by the US Forest
Service, Trees Inc. calculated
the annual benefits of the
trees ranged from $44 to

Using a specialized saw, contractors for Trees

Jie. Davelee the edges ofthe Iifted panels to $308 annually, for a The cost of remediating the sidewalks, $2,043,
FETIENE D2 D hazards. s stieleiiiel s are e combined total annual benefit was less than half the annual benefits provided by
code and ADA compliant. Total cost = $2,043 of $5 651 the 48 pear trees, $5,651
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Northern red oak tree
1153 High Street

Sidewalk remediation
Cost/benefit analysis

Annual benefits: $232
Cost to remediate sidewalk: $911

Years to amortize cost of remediating sidewalk:
3.9 years
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London plane tree
762 High Street

Sidewalk remediation
Cost/benefit analysis

Annual benefits: $296
Cost to remediate sidewalk: $690

Years to amortize cost of remediating sidewalk:
2.4 years
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Callery pear trees along North Charlotte Street at
Grace Lutheran Church

Sidewalk remediation
Cost/benefit analysis

In 1985, Trees Inc. planted
13 callery pear trees along
North Charlotte Street
adjacent to Grace Lutheran
Church.

As the trees grew, by 2012,
a number of concrete
sidewalk panels had been
lifted by tree roots.

e

Using the i-Tree calculator developed by the US Forest Service, Trees Inc.
calculated the annual benefits (energy savings, air quality, stormwater reduction,
property value) of the trees ranged from $135 to $308 annually, for a combined
total annual benefit of $2,878.

E Stormwester 0 Property Yalue
[ Electricity O Matural Gas

The cost of remediating the o cuaity  Hco2
sidewalks, $1,248,

was less than half the annual
benefits provided by the pear
trees, $2,878 $18.61

$2.46
$16.59

$148.45

$17.95
$53.18
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It is commonly believed that street trees
should not lift concrete sidewalks.

But the larger the tree, the more
environmental and economic benefits it
provides. Brick and asphalt sidewalks can co-
exist with large trees much better than

concrete.

Leaf Area s
Benefits ——»

Tree Size g

But if sidewalks occasionally need to be
repaired, the cost is more than repaid by the

benefits provided by large trees.




city of “

CINCINNATI [\

Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet

Date: 3/26/2025

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 202500538
From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager

Subject: SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT APPLICATION: Give Back Cincinnati - Reds Opening Day
2025 at Fountain Square

In accordance with Cincinnati Municipal Code, Chapter 765; Michael Young has submitted a
Special Event Permit Application Form to the Chief of Police. The Special Event Permit
Application has been reviewed by the following department(s): (Cincinnati Police Department,
Fire Department, Health Department, Parks Department, Department of Building and Inspections,
Department of Community and Economic Development, Department of Finanace, Department of
Public Services, and Department of Transportation and Engineering). There are no objections to
issuing the Special Events Permit.

The particulars of the requested event are as indicated:

EVENT NAME/TITLE: Give Back Cincinnati - Reds Opening Day 2025 at Fountain Square
EVENT SPONSOR/PRODUCER: Give Back Cincinnati

CONTACT PERSON: Michael Young

LOCATION: Fountain Square - 500 Vine St

DATE(S) AND TIME(S): 03/27/2024 8:00am—03/27/2024 5:00pm

EVENT DESCRIPTION: Reds Opening Day Parade Party on Fountain Square
ANTICIPATED ATTENDANCE: 5,000

ALCOHOL SALES: X YES. []NO.

TEMPORARY LIQUOR PERMIT HOLDER IS: Give Back Cincinnati

cc: Colonel Teresa A. Theetge, Police Chief

Form 17SEPAR (Revised 01/23, Replaces 09/22)
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CINCINNATI 8

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

Date: March 26, 2025

To: Mayor and Members of City Council
202500539

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager

Subject:  Sidewalk Repair Pilot Program

Reference Document #202500110
The Council at its session on January 29, 2025, referred the following item for review and report.

MOTION, dated January 16, 2025, submitted by Councilmembers Albi, Owens, and
Vice Mayor Kearney, WE MOVE, that the Department of Transportation and
Engineering produce a report within 30 days on the feasibility of creating a residential
sidewalk repair pilot program using Cincy on Track funding. The report should
include the following details: process for how the City could take on the cost of
identifying, assessing and repairing residential sidewalks; and identify several target
neighborhoods for the pilot that are underserved and geographically close by to
achieve economies of scale for the pilot.

The following report by the Department of Transportation and Engineering (DOTE) provides details
for a Residential Sidewalk Repair Pilot Program along with several target neighborhoods that are
underserved and geographically close by to achieve economies of scale.

BACKGROUND

DOTE has a program in place for sidewalk repair which follows the Cincinnati Municipal Code
Chapter 721 and Ohio Revised Code Chapter 729. C.M.C. Sec. 721-147 requires the abutting property
owner to maintain the adjacent sidewalk in good condition and free from nuisance.

DOTE’s Sidewalk Safety Program is a complaint-driven program and on average 775 customer
service requests are entered per year reporting condemnable sidewalks. City staff inspect the
sidewalks noted in each request for condition or hazards. If repairs are necessary, a notification is
sent to property owners to begin the sidewalk repair process.

OPPORTUNITY

If a new Pilot Program was funded, DOTE would use Cincy on Track funding to improve existing
sidewalk conditions in several target neighborhoods that have been identified by the City as
underserved. The funds would be used to identify, assess and repair condemned sidewalks for
residential properties in single family (SF) and Residential Mixed (RMX) zones with a preference on
owner-occupied. The Pilot Program does not include repair of driveway aprons which will remain the
responsibility of the property owner.
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Due to existing staffing resources, funding the new pilot program may delay the typical services
provided by the Sidewalk Safety Program city-wide. The Sidewalk Repair Program staff will make
every effort to continue to inspect, notify homeowners, and make permanent repairs city-wide in
addition to the Pilot Program. The proposed Pilot Program is as outlined below.

RESIDENTIAL SIDEWALK REPAIR PILOT PROGRAM

Sidewalk repair requests entered through the existing Customer Service Request Program, 311Cincy,
will be inspected by the Sidewalk Safety Program and rated for condition severity and need. Severely
condemned sidewalk in need of EMERGENCY repair will be funded through this program, as
determined by the Department of Transportation and Engineering, until the available funds allocated
for each funding cycle are expended.

The sidewalk Rating Scale as determined by DOTE inspection is as follows:

1. Good — Minor or no repair necessary.

2. Fair — Condition may warrant some repair or notice to the adjacent property owner of
future needed repairs.

3. Condemned — Severely condemned sidewalk in need of EMERGENCY repair, which is
defined as impassable or hazardous for all users and meets the following criteria:

o Blocks, or portions thereof, having an edge that differs vertically by 2.5 inches
or more from the adjacent sidewalk or top of curb surface, which, in the opinion
of the City Engineer’s representative, presents a safety hazard to the public.

e Blocks adjacent to condemned blocks, which, if left in place, would require the
replaced block to be constructed at an improper grade.

e Blocks, which are severely spalled or holed with loose or missing aggregate,
show signs of rapid deterioration.

e Sidewalk and driveway blocks which, in the opinion of the City’s Sidewalk
inspector, present a safety hazard to the public.

DOTE has identified up to seven (7) adjacent underserved neighborhoods centrally located on the
western side of the city. These neighborhoods are East Westwood, Villages at Roll Hill, South
Cumminsville, Millvale, English Woods, North Fairmount and South Fairmount. The Residential
Sidewalk Repair Pilot Program will identify, assess, and repair hazardous sidewalk throughout the
identified neighborhoods that