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1. Context – Energy & Climate
2. What is Energy Aggregation?
3. Vision for Mercantile Aggregation
4. What is SOPEC Membership?



The 2023 Green Cincinnati Plan 
establishes a commitment and 
pathway to:

• 50% emissions reduction by 
2030 and

• 100% carbon neutrality by 
2050



Cincinnati’s Carbon Profile

60%
of Cincinnati’s emissions
stem from energy use in 
buildings



What is Energy Aggregation?

• Local governments are permitted by Ohio law to “aggregate” their residents into buying groups 
to obtain better utility rates from suppliers

• There are two types of programs:
• Opt-in
• Opt-out

• 390 electricity and gas aggregation programs are registered with the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio

• Programs serve residential and small business customers who use less than 700,000 kWh/yr



Electricity Aggregation Program 
(Community Choice Aggregation)

• 75,000 households
• 100% Renewable Energy
• Average 14.4% less than 

default rate over last 6 years

• Duke Transmission & 
Distribution

• Duke Billing

• Dynegy is responsible for 
electricity generation

• Highland County Solar Array 
contributes to program



Electricity Aggregation in 
Cincinnati

• Cincinnati voters approved an energy aggregation 
program in 2011

• Program servers approximately 75K households

• Dynegy holds the City’s Electric Aggregation 
Program contract through 2030 to provide 
renewable energy to households. 

• The program has delivered 14.4% savings to 
residential and small business participants since 
2019



Green Energy for 
the City

• Located in Highland County 
• Operational in 2024
• 35 MW supports City Operations 

and is delivering net savings 
• 65 MW supports the City’s electric 

aggregation program and is being 
blended in with traditional power



54%
of Cincinnati’s emissions
stem from industrial and 
commercial buildings

Cincinnati’s Carbon Profile



Mercantile 
Aggregation
Concept

• Open an Aggregation Program to serve medium and large commercial and 
industrial users that are too large for the Residential Aggregation Program

• Serve energy users of greater than 700,000 kilowatt-hours (kWh) per year.

• Expand the available options for businesses to buy clean energy

• Decarbonize the Cincinnati’s energy grid



• Opt-in

• Mercantile Customers 

above 700,000 kWh/yr

• Local Renewable Energy • Duke Transmission & 

Distribution

• Duke Billing

Mercantile/Commercial Aggregation Concept 



Mercantile Aggregation
Concept

• Likely Program Features:
• Opt-in program; no obligation for businesses 

to participate

• Provide commercial or mercantile users of 
greater than 700,000 kilowatt-hours (kWh) 
per year with access to Green Energy at 
competitive prices

• Utilize local and regional sources of 
renewable energy

• Competitive pricing



Sustainable Ohio 
Public Energy 
Council (SOPEC)

• A Council of governments that 
manages aggregation 
programs for over 40 member 
governments 

• Current members include: 
Cities of Cleveland, Dayton, 
Athens, and Chillicothe

• A partner to help the City reach 
its ambitious carbon 
emissions reduction goals in a 
new building sector



SOPEC Membership

Membership Benefits
• Join 40 other Ohio cities who benefit from the collective buying options provided

 
• SOPEC has a mission to deliver renewable energy resources to aggregation 

programs

• Membership provides options for the City to consider for mercantile aggregation 
and does not require partnership or limit choice

• Provides access to green energy options at competitive prices for mercantile 
customers who opt in



Becoming a member of SOPEC…
• Is NOT a contract to procure energy from SOPEC
• Does NOT

• Obligate the City to purchase energy from SOPEC
• Prohibit the City from procuring energy from other sources
• Affect the current Residential Energy Aggregation Program or pricing
• Conflict with contracts currently held for energy aggregation

• Does offer the City a new competitive option for bringing new 
local renewable energy to the market



Energy demand and prices on the rise



Questions
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