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2023GCP Pillars

Sustainability

EquityResilience

The 2023 Green Cincinnati 
Plan should be centered 
on pillars of sustainability, 
equity, and resilience. 
These tenets should guide 
the vision, goals, and 
strategies included in the 
Plan.

Motion



Motion

The 2023 Green Cincinnati Plan should establish a 
commitment and pathway to 50% emissions reduction 
by 2030, and 100% carbon neutrality by 2050.

2023GCP Carbon Reduction Target



Equity Commitment

The Green Cincinnati Plan (GCP) is committed to equity - with an intentional focus on 

addressing the needs of those who experience the burdens of climate change.  We 

acknowledge Cincinnati’s demographic makeup and our history of injustices. We believe that 

we will be better able to create an environment where all Cincinnatians can thrive by explicitly 

centering race in our efforts. The GCP will have an intentional focus on who experiences the 

burdens of climate change and on an equitable distribution of benefits moving forward. 

We commit to embedding racial equity throughout the engagement process, written product, 

and implementation of the Green Cincinnati Plan to ensure accountability and impact.



Attendees: 

300

Recommendations: 

1,100+

Barriers identified: 

150 +



13
Public meetings 

250+ 
Residents

3,000+ 
recommendations received



Climate Safe 
Community Series

• Community conversations 
about the local impact of the 
climate crisis

• Communities selected based 
on climate vulnerability

• Neighborhood-specific 
resilience mapping

• Community members receive 
payment for their engagement

• English Woods, Millvale, North 
Fairmount, South Cumminsville, 
South Fairmount

• Over The Rhine, West End, & 
Camp Washington

• Avondale & Paddock Hills
• Carthage (Spanish)



Climate Safe Community Series: 
Key Themes

• Access: gardens, greenspace, recycling hubs, grocery 
stores, recreation center, drinking fountains

• Investments: spray parks, cooling stations, stormwater 
infrastructure, resilience hub, rainwater harvesting 

• Social Support: wellness checks, power banks, 
community fridge, youth programs, community 
resilience library, neighborhood level climate 
commission 

• Workforce: landscaping and green infrastructure jobs, 
youth program



Community Survey 
Overview
900+ responses and counting! 

GreenCincinnatiPlan.org

o 581 completed online
o 200+ in-person from Community 

Climate Safe Series & Community 
Council Engagement

o Spanish Climate Change Survey now 
available now online

o 140+ City Staff surveys
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Emerging Themes

Advocacy, Education and Outreach
• Advocacy

• Youth Leadership
• Regional Strategy 
• Policy Change 
• Data-based decision making

• Education 
• Curricular Integration
• Infrastructure Investments
• Equipping Teachers and Staff
• Green Job training

• Outreach 
• Educational Campaigns
• Public Engagement Efforts 
• Business Community Engagement

Buildings & Energy
• Business High Performance Buildings
• Building Standards & Planning
• Energy burden and green jobs
• Renewable energy and updating the grid

City Operations
• Transportation

• Fleet Electrification & Charging Infrastructure
• Public transit incentives 
• Pedestrian & Bike Safety
• Hybrid/remote work to reduce commuting emissions
• Expand renewable energy efforts

• Community Engagement
• Increased focus on underserved communities
• Improved communication with the public and 

community engagement
• Expand tree canopy and use of Green Infrastructure 

• Zoning policy to support affordable housing and density



Emerging Themes

Food
• Increase urban agriculture training, education, production, 

distribution, funding & land access 
• Eliminate food deserts 
• Comprehensive food system plans & policies 
• Reduce food waste going to landfill

Mobility 
• Improving public transit to connect residents with jobs and 

amenities
• Investing in infrastructure to support bicycling and walking
• Rethinking the role cars play in our transportation 

infrastructure
• Linking transit solutions and development through mobility 

planning

Natural Environment
• Increase clean and healthy greenspaces for all communities
• Increase tree canopy and health of established trees
• Increase healthy ecosystems
• Improve water quality and water management
• Improve air quality and reduce emissions

Resiliency
• Green Infrastructure for heat and storm mitigation
• Community Planning & Social Cohesion
• Land Use
• Brownfields
• Energy Grid
• Climate Migration

Zero Waste
• Create and Improve Composting Infrastructure
• Improving Recycling Curbside and Beyond
• Support Reuse Infrastructure
• Expand Waste Reduction
• Create a Convenient and Accessible HHW Collection
• Reduce Litter and Illegal Dumping







2023GCP Planned Timeline

2022
– March - Motion to update, funding approval

– April 28 - Steering Committee Convening 1

– Subcommittee Chair Orientation

– May 26 - Steering Committee Convening 2

– May 31 - Mayoral Kickoff at Cincinnati Zoo

– June-September – Community & Subcommittee meetings to establish 
recommendations

– September- Steering Committee Convening 3

– September-October – Final Subcommittee Meetings

– September-December - Analysis of recommendations

– October-December - Draft Plan developed

– November/December - Steering Committee convening for 
endorsement of Plan recommendations

2023
– January-February - Focused internal stakeholder engagement

– January-March Focused external stakeholder engagement

– January-March - Document Design

– March- Presentation to Planning Commission

– April - Presentation & Adoption by Council


