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WHAT IS A SID?

• A Special Improvement District is a structured method of 
raising funds in a geographical area in order to manage 
and deliver critical services above the level of services 
provided by local government. 

• Funded by property owners within the boundary through 
an assessment (paid semi-annually with property taxes)

• Services and SID Boundary to be determined by property 
owners – outlined in a Service Plan

• Service Plan + Assessment must be approved by 60% of 
property owners per Ohio law (linear front footage)
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HOW DO OTHER CITIES DO IT?
• In Cincinnati, the Downtown Cincinnati Improvement 

District (DCID) has been in place for 25 years

• DCID covers most of the Central Business District. Its 
boundaries are Eggleston Ave. on the east, Central 
Parkway on the north, Central Avenue on the west, and 
the river on the south (excluding the two stadiums)

• Over 1,000 U.S. cities and towns have SIDs

• NYC alone has 74 separate SIDs, including 39 in low-to-
moderate income neighborhoods
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CREATING A SID

a safer & cleaner OTR

Public Feed-
back

Services Plan 
Proposed

Petition 
submitted to SID 
property owners

City Council votes 
to approve SID 

authority

Property 
owners vote 
on SID board 

members

Must be signed by 

property owners 

representing 60% of front 

footage



SID IS NEEDED IN OTR
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LEVEL OF SERVICE
SID Services Include:
• Weed abatement

• Litter, leaves, & debris removal

• Graffiti & sticker removal

• Short-dump garbage removal

• Trash bag removal / trash receptacle cleaning

• Special cleaning projects

• Business contacts/interactions

• Pressure washing/hosing

• Panhandling interactions

• Window washing

• Landscaping/maintenance of flowerpots, in conjunction with Cincinnati Park Board

• Serving as extra eyes and ears for the Cincinnati Police Department by strategically deploying a trained 
Ambassador staff to serve as a highly visible street presence throughout the District

• Partnering with the GeneroCity 513 initiative to deliver coordinated outreach to help individuals who are 
panhandling, experiencing homelessness, or suffering from addiction or mental illness
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COST TO PROPERTY OWNERS

• Committee estimated a $775,000 budget for SAFE & 

CLEAN focused services 

• The total assessment of $650,000/year in 2021-22, and 
$700,000/year in 2023-24, is comprised of contributions 
from both private and public property owners. 

• Property assessments will be supplemented by 3CDC and 
its Community Partners, which should generate $125,000 
annually.
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BUDGET
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