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Phone (513) 352-3250
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Email: John.Cranley(@cincinnat-oh.gov

October 12, 2020

MOTION

I MOVE, in light of the attached report highlighting cases where arbitrators overturned police
disciplinary decisions, that the Administration prioritize efforts to reform the arbitration process.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Administration work with the Fraternal Order of Police on
arbitration reforms in upcoming contract renegotiations. Proposed provisions should work to
preserve due process, while also removing barriers to police accountability. Any reform
measures should make it easier, not harder, for the Chief to appropriately discipline officers.

é Mayor John Cranley E’
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Up Front

Must reads inside
today's Enquirer
Fuel prices strike
at Amish wallets
}‘mmhum-ﬁvund
tad trips 1o

Thorse feed,
even the Amish are fecling
the gas-price pinch.
LOCAL B1

Reds romp over
Cleveland 5-0
Paul Bako snapped a cold

streak to give the Reds
three of thelr five runs.
SPORTS C1

“Who said modem
art was easy?

It's boen one tumulivous
year since Raphacts Pla-
tow took the Contempo-
rary Arts Center's helm.
AREDL

Outer Banks offer
seaside sanctum

These windswept islands
stretching along the North
Carolina coust bosst rustic
cottages and mouth-
watering seafl

TRAVIL F1

High court ends
term with a growl
From guns to Guantana.

1moa to child rape, the final
weeks reveal divisions fn

Fired cops often return to force

City's record poor when dismissals go to arbitration

By Dan Norn
drortonguirer com

The Cincionati Police Department
tried and failed 19 times 1o fire officers

Alzhei:
mér's patient, ressilting in & S700,000 settle-
ment. Another was accusad of shooting a
wuaman with a Tser and then tunting ber.
Two ofliers drose 3 dranken woman home
and had sex with her while on duty,

Police administratars fired all the offi-
cers, incloding one who was fired twice,
mi&mmn{lhrmmhark at work lo-

¥

| A ¢ analysis of personnel
e o 35 police firing cases
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Cincinnati Con: View video from WLWT-TV
showing offices Robert Hifl tackling an un
amed Altheimer's patient at an ioe
cream counter and read arbitrators' deci-
slons from past cases. Search: tops

have been resolved since 1998 The fir-
ings stuck with 16 fficers, but 11 of those
cases mvolved criniinal charges that
mude it difficult or, in gome cases, impos-
sible for the alficers 1o retum to work,
The other five did not appeal their fir-
ings, lost thelr appeals or resigned.

The 19 remaining cases ended with a ’\1:::

settlement or an erbitrator’s ruling that
returned the fired officers to the job.

The sppeals process is the main rea-
son $0 many officers come back. Inde
pendeat arbitrators ruled sgainst the city
and reinstated fired officers in 16 of the 18
cases they Md in the past 10 years.

that
huwnwurtmdumbminﬂudm

by arbitrators.” said Police Ctied Tom
"1 think citizens have & right to de-
wand total honesty froma police oficer.”

Cincianat] Police Chiel Thomas Strelcher
‘says reinstating fired officers has un
dermined public trust.

Inside
Forum
W Anbitiators
ruled against
the city In
16 of the 18

rehited. E4-5

A year of natural disasters and weather extremes

Are We Due?

RECENT WEATHER EVENTS

By Tom Lang
Hanienguives rom

ust this year, an earth-
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NATION & WORLD A2 Hlﬂﬂml.hﬂlum
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mlMaﬂm#L\w whelmed at least 35 levees
turian creales a new home along the Mississippl and
bithed In warm woods. okt riiers, Cassing
L h‘mmhhd':m
generation of Racey b o sgny.
GMWhid_Hilﬂ:ldﬁn: mmmu\dm
w“”“’g‘"“"‘ wide in suich & shart time.
With all the calamity
A band geek. a elsewhere, are we due for &
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Tre Asuocusind SresaLon Metmen

touches down m:wmotmm lowa, Lorl Mehmen of Drchard, who took the.
mmmmwmonw ‘sald the tomade came near the ground, then went back up into
the clouds, The twister caused tree and crop damage, Mmmmw

overflowing Codar River ficoded downtown Ce
dar Rapids, lowa, earfier this month, A socalled

Tood” In seven states caused bil-

Bush calls
for tougher
action on

Zimbabwe

Criticism of one-man
election grows louder

By Angus Shaw
The Amocsated Fres

HARARE, Zimbabwe - Zimbabwe
came under threat of further sanctions e
Saturday as President Bush said the US.
mmlﬂwwnﬁwmvmwdﬁm

“We will press for strang action by the
United Nations, inchuding an arms ermbargo
and trave] ban on regime olfi

Friday's runoff election was widely co
demned by Alrican and other world leaders
Mugabe was the only candidate and obser-
et said the few Zimbabweans who went to
the polls did 80 only eut of fear,

“The international comamunity has con

‘voice that makes clear that yesterday's elec
tioo was in 0o way free and fair,” Bush ssid.
According to human rights groups, at
Teast 865 people died and some 200,000 were
forced from their hames, Most of the vio-
lrnrr was blamed on police, soldiers and
Jugabe militants.

'!M US. already has financial and truvel
penaltiesin more than 170 dti-
zens and entities with tics to Mugabe, White
spokesw L gwritore

“From
looks like & chear win for our president.” he
waid.

Inside, A14
B Mugabe, 070t @ liveration hero, also has
along hisory of brutaly.




BACK ON
THE JOB:
THE CASES

incinnati has rehired 18 fired po-

lice officers and police dispatch-

ers in the past 10 vears. Most re-

@ turned after arbitrators ruled

their firings were unjustified, and a few
reached settlements with the city that
allowed them to return to work. One of-
ficer, Eric Schneider, was fired and re-
hired twice. The following is based on
personnel files, court records, police in-
ternal investigations records and the
Enquirer archive.

Sgt. Barry Carr

[Fired November 1999, reinstated March 2000

W Wy fired: Corr was fied for repested wage gamish-
mems, which A assessad 1o paychicks whan someane
s 3 debt he & unistie 10 pay. Debt s Considered a prod-
lem bacause 1 cORic afiow putsiders b infiyence an officer.
Can recened 15 gamistiments in & thee-year peviod. He
WS Suspended and, whert The gamisenents continued,

fiend in 1999 hmmmﬁmw
Buty 1 three $e0arpte incidents rptated 1 job performance
W Wy rehired: Rerstated by settiement agrmement
with e city.

W Performance since retum: He received ot least fve
wage gamighiments since he retumied to work and was. |
suspended twice because of them. He has received repd- |
mands for faiting to bAng i & GCtors excuse, fafiing to
tum i paserwork on time and failing 10 process 8 G-
2606 complaint. He 8iST wes wamad sbout missing &

Sgt. Patrick Caton

Fired February 2003, reinstated April 2006

I Why fired: Calon was charged and

| acquitted of £533ult in the death of Rog-
et Owensdy Jr. in 2000, Pelice said Ow-

6.5 mullion setbement 1o Owensby's reigtves. R is the
s7gest such settiement in ety history, In 2002, Caton
was $s80¢nded for usng & racial e while the intemal
ewpstgation inth the Owensdy case contingéd. No one
heard the slur directly, but i was cught on bis cruisers
recorder 3nd brought 1o the attention of supenison.

I Why rehired: Feinstated by an adiator, upheld by
roun order. The arofsior concluded that C2ton faked o
e frst aid 1o Owenshy and falled t notify 3 supenisr
o e use of foroe, but thart evidence was contadiclary

yeir sfter pOSURE 3 g00d SC0ME 0N the ol servios sam.

Officer Terrance Dobbins
B Why fired: Dobbins was fired for dis-
R ronesty, inmboninston s fekts of

soven reprimands and a 16-hous suspension for offenses
Such a8 insubordination, faiing 1o folow oeders, missing
‘courl appadrances and fimg an imgroper offense repor.
W Why rehired: Felnstated by an adtratar.

M Performance since return: He was amested in De-
cember on charges of conducting an unauthonzed stnp
search of 8 woman who was in custody. He Oenies the
allegation. His police powers have been suspended
panding the outcome of his case in municiosl court. He
50 was reprimanced 1 2006 for conducting an Improp-
¢ gaarch. In that case, police officia's say, Dobbing
placed @ woman in the back of his cruser without justi-
mmmwhmwmmmm

i a0 Inelient, hardworking offcer”
Officer Andre Ewing

Fired April 1994, reinstated August 1959
W Why fired: He was fred gher thres women accused
him of asking them for sex. They ciaimed he made inap-

104 SUPPOR the wamen's clams of hie dsmssal.
W Purformance since retura: HiS teo most fecent eval-
wauons founc he *mests slandants” i most 8%l and




3rds AN % 40 IEMEEnt, nam-wonong omcee.”

Officer Andre Ewing

TFired April 1999, reinstated August 1999

W Why fired: Ha was fired after three women accused
nim of asking them for sex. They claimed he made inap-
propriate comerts and asked tham how much they
would chargs him, Ha alss was accused of sending inap-
propriate commeants to & pofica dispatcher and ghing
cortradictory stataments 1o police when ashed about
speciic incidents. Ewing deried the allegations.
previously meaived twa reprimands for neglect of duty,
W Why rehired: Reinstated by an arbitrator. An arbirator
detided Ewing violated depariment, policy by cafling one of
The wornen a derogatory word, but that the svidence dd
not support the women's claims o his damissal

B Perfe since return: His two most
uations found he meets sandands” it most areas and
has 2 positive atttude, Bt be needs improvenent io 8f-

tendance and work product. He mosved a morimand this |

year for missing three court appeacances and ancther in
2005 for bawng absent withoul pemnission,

Sgt. Robert Hill

Firnd July 2000, relnstated January 2001

W Why fired: Hill was fired for subdu-

ing 2 68-pear-old Arheimer's patient

09 aggressively at 2 Madisonvile

M convenience store. The incident was
S| captured on vided, which shows HIt

gravbing and forcing Robert Witten-

berg to the fioar, Wittenbarg's dector

said he suffered fractured ribs, @ punciured lung and

a5 an afficer. His persoaned file kists a string of procedur-

‘ports on time and failing to care for department equip-
ment. He was suspended three times and reprimanded
five timas before his filng.

W Why rehired: Reinstated by settiement agreement
with city.

[ ] mnmmmmwﬁmﬁw

. m-unnmmunmgu-.
peniSOr who “Saives 25 8 FESOIACE 10 young officens.” He:
ias received o discipling since bis retum.

Officer Stephen Hoerst
2008,

Hoerst received an £0-

wanton dissegard of safety on & highway. He was then
eomvictad of that charge, He has rosived no other disci-
pline sinoe retuming to work,

‘Officer Lisa Johnson

Fired Dctober 1999, relnstated August 2002

W Wy fired: Johnson was fired after she was charged

with misderneanct theX for imoherent in an aliogad -
that nered 14 from  Kroger store, Het

E B Why fired: Hoerst was fired for and

L tallure of good hehavior sher his supenison said be was

| abeent without permicsion from his work station at the
telephone crime reporting Unit. They aiso said he disre-

|
|; Hting in 2003 after he was sccused of offedng 3 woman
|

harge later was dropped, Hoert pad & fine on & misde-
J maariar sararty sondiact tharge and COnLLed T WOk

tourt record and personnel file appaar 1o have been er-
punged, 35 na information i svailabie on how the case
wag resobved.

N Wy by setdement agr
with chy.

L U f luations sty
she meets standards and fs an active beat officer who
can b counted oA by her feliow officars. She has re-
‘catend o discipline since retming 10 work.
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of exceeds standards in most areds and describe.
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Officer Joshua Phillips

Fired February 2003, reinstated March 2004

B Wy fied: PHlips was nocused of ing sbot his -
in 2002, Police offcisls

mmmmmmmumn-w o ol

sonsl eidis.”

Officer Robert Kidd

|| 0wy e widd and his partrer, Robent Jodnson, -

previously had been reprimanded
pearances and had been wamed about making an amest
without probable cause.

Officer Anthony Plummer

Fired August 2006, reinstated September 2007

W Why fired: Plummer was fred for violating procedures
during 8 2006 “family trouble” incident. Police investiga-
mmﬂmmﬂamﬂﬂmmm
£00d reason and unnacessariy escalated 8 situation that
fad been under control. it was the second time in three

since retur: Ha has d no discl-
WMMMNMBM‘FMMM
he meets standands and is a good beat officer,

Sgt. Eric Schneider (first firing)

MMMMMM

W Why firsd: Ha was indicted on theft in office and

tampering with racords charges in 2003 after city offi-

cials aceused him of filing false time sheets that

charged the city $2,200 for hours he didn't work. His
dtrs also said he was ot property prpared for

uumnnmunmwmutm
evaluation says e meets standards and works well with
Mnhmbmhm\nﬂrm

‘appaaances.

coun appearances. He was acquitted of the ciminal
chatges, A review priof to his firing deecribed him as 3
“quality supervisor.”

W Why rehired: Reinstated by settiemant agreement



With ity that resufted in & teauction of hs punishment
from dismissal to 8 320-hout spension,

IR 'Why fired: Police officiais fired him sher finding thit
e allowed two officers he supanvises to goof off by
‘watching TV and playing video games when they should
have been patroling the syeets. Union officials calied
the firing excessive and untail.

W Why rehired: Reinsiated by setement agreement
with eity. Ctty oficials had hoped to uss detaits of his
first firing at Schneider's arbiation bearing, but they
feared the amitrator would not allow it and settled for &

20-0ay suspension
W Performance since retum: Retumed to work four
weeks ago.

Sgt. John Sess

Fired 1997, relnstated November 2001

M Why fired: Sess was fired after ad-
miting he planted crugs on & suspsct B
trick him inta confessing ta a real crime.
i Courts have ruled deception may be
uséd 1 induce 3 confession, but Sess’

H for a potential transfer to a narcotics
unit. He said he was “fired Unjusty.”

W Wity rehired: Relnstated by an arvitrzior, The ari-
trator found Sess should get his job back becauss the
drugs he planted were not used 12 get A conviction
and because his actions were part of a legitimate ma-
neuver o get a confession, The arbitrator also found
thet Sess’ admission that he smoked marijuana once
while off-duty did not warrant a harsh penalty because
two other officers who had smoked pot with him were
not punished,

W Performance since return: He received good revews
and ng disciplinary acvon afier his retum. The Citizen
Complaint Authority found that hie tried to cover up the
fact that enather officer pushed a man down some stalrs
during an amest in 2004, but that allegation did not lead
10 discipline. Sess retired in 2005,

Officer Freddie Vincent
Fired January 2000, reinstated July 2000
W Why fired: He was caught speeding

dishonesty, negiect of duty, fatlure of
¥ good behavior and six negiigent ecci-
Vincent dents In 8 police cruiser. He was fired in
1962 because he failed probation s 8
few officer. He was remstated a8 & recrut in 1995 and
became an officer.
W Wiy rehired; Reinstated by an aitrator
B Porformance shice retum: He was ordered o take &
remedia] course a1 the police academy In 2003 after he
‘aecidentally cischarged his gun while making an emest.
He was courseied by his supenvisar in 2007 afier at-
tempting 10 buy sTolen propenty whie In uniform, Recent
evalustions say he frequently equests time off ot shon
notice and needs Lo increase his productivity, Vincent

cet behing @ car and out of the fine of fire dudng & gun-
fignt with & suspect.

Sgt. Bradley White
Fired June 2005, reinstated December 2005
W Why fired: White was fired after pointing the red laser

then dischargng the weapan into the celing. White
claimed the discharge was *an equipment malfunction.”
but other officers sald he was “norse piaying ” He previ-
ously had been counseled for falling to take 3 citizen
compiaint and for falling to conduct a proper investigs-
ion

W Why rehired: Reinstated by an arbiuator,

L] since return: White wai reprimanded in
2007 for failing to submiz severa) reports in a timely
manner. His most recent redew says he meets stangards
and is 2 "calming influgnce” on other officers, but 1 also
Gites problems, such as not reporting for duty on tme
and requesting time off cn short notice.

Eugenia Boiman, 911 dispatcher
Fired 1998, rolnstated 1995
" mmsnwmmmﬁmmunu Gib-
500, 8 911 dispatchér who aiso was fired afier het
bosses said she mishandled calls related to the fatal
of officers Daniel Pope and Ronald Jeter in
1897, City officials concluded Boiman miskandied the
situation and canceled one of the first calls for heip,
contributing 1o & 47-minute delay In finding the offi-
cers.
W Wy rehired: Reinstated by an arbiirator, As In Gio
son's case, an arbityator found the police officers did nat
foliow procedures that night and the dispatchers were
not o biame for atl of the confusion
W Performance since retuts; She recened a reprimand
for in 2005, bt het
since then hawve been good. Her most recent review
states thal she *exceeds expectations.” She recaived
three commendations and no complaints during the eval-
uation period.

Angela Gibson, 911 dispatcher
Fired 1998, reinstated 1899

W Wiy fired: A civlian 311 operator, Gison was fired
et ity officials concluded she mage critical mistakes
that delayed pulice fesponse 10 the fatal shootings of of
ficers Danie! Pope and Ronald Jeter. An eariier response
might not have saved the oficers, but emacs and cenfu:
sion at the communications cente ied to a 47-minute
delay in finding the officers.

W Why rehired: Renstated by an arbltrator. A amitia-
tor said Gibson should nol be discipinad and found the
officers falied 10 call for back-up ot notily dispatch of
their location that night.

= i Her most
Tions describe her as a “valued empioyee.” She
& commendation from Chief Streicher in 2004 for & “con-
nuows display of excelience’ and anoiner ia 2005 for

omirgency. In 2005, she was counseled for shree proce-
dural viotations, including one that ied ta @ medica re-

e — Compiled by Dan Horn
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