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Memo To: Mayor and City Council

Re: Corban Early Learning Center Offerto Purchase 2010 Auburn Avenue

Date: 2/5/19

Dear Mayor Cranley and Members of Council:

For the last three years Corban Early Leaming Center located in Mt. Auburn, an MBE and WBE
with a Five Star quality rating, has been in catch-22 negotiations with the City Administration to
purchase the building in which we Operate our business.

After complying with all the City's extensive requests for financials, P&L slatements, proof of
funds to purchase, o

rganizationa| documents and evidence of improvemenis, we expected to
move forward with the purchase of the buildin

For reasons we have documented and Previously explained, we were presented with an

unexpected substantial ta bill from the City, which has continued to accrue, as we have been

waiting for the City administration lo present us with the necessary Purchase Agreement. This
th

is the lynch pin to freeing up the funds, already approved, for us o pay the entire amount of real
estate taxes due.

Thank you so much for your help and support.
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Olivia Darks
President
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Parent Testimonials

Olivia Darks, Owner, (top right), Ary Underwood-Grant,
Director (bottom center) and the teaching staff at
Corban Early Learning Center in Mt. Auburn
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My husband and | both work full time and we visited every daycare in the downtown Cincinnati
area and just couldn't find a place where we felt like it would be a good second home for our
child. Because that's the thing - a daycare is a second home for the children. Or at least it
should feel that way,

During a walk one spring day, we passed
by what would soon be Corban Learning
Center and we noticed a sign advertising
as such. We knocked on the door and
luckily Olivia was there. Within five minutes
of meeting her, we knew this would be the
Place for our daughter. It was the most
unofficial tour - the center was not open
yet, Olivia was still setting up the rooms
and we did not make an appointment. But
she opened the door to us and it felt more
like visiting someone at their home than
visiting a place of business. Afier our visit,
we were so thrilled to find a place that felt
S0 perfect, we passed the information
along to our friends who were expecting a
child sooner than we were and also lived
close to downtown and were at a loss for finding a good daycare for their child. Quinn Kutcher
ended up being one of the first children at Corban Learning Center when it opened and | know
the Kutchers would also speak highly about their experience at Corban,

And once the center did Open, we went back and visited a couple of times - the center is
located about two blocks from where we lived at the time and we frequently went on walks
around the neighborhood. Every time we stopped in, we felt welcome and it felt authentic. We
never felt like anyone was trying to hide anything from us or create a special environment just
because there were guests in the building. Juniper started attending daycare there in
November 2014.

And the office door was always open. If we ever had a Question, request or concern, | always
felt comfortable talking to anyone at Corban about it, especially Olivia. She was perpetually
working on making that place the best place it could be for all of the children.

We moved to Blue Ash in November 2016. Juniper now goes to a different daycare because
the drive to Corban each day just wouldn't make sense logistically. But we loved Corban and

it you ever have any questions or would like to discuss our experience any further, please do
not hesitate to contact me at 513-
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Dear C.E.L.C Staff,

I'want to take the opportunity to thank you for caring for my child before her
transition into Cincinnati Public School Pre-school. She has blossomed so much
with your team of caregivers, it is simply amazing. | appreciate each and every

staff member that she has come in contact with. I have had nothing but positive
experiences with them.

When she first began, it took some lime to adjust as a parent. She had been
with her grandmother and ] knew that would be a difficult transition for both she
and . But you guys made it seamless! Once she was comfortable with her peers
and teachers she was able to be herself You all have protected my child, educated
my child, and loved on my child as if she were your own and [ am forever grateful
for that. Corbin has prepared her for the second leg of many educational journeys,
pre-school being one, and to my relief, that went off without a hitch.

I'have nothing but great things to say about Corbin Early Learning Center.
Your location is prime for students and working families and | have already
recommended families to your establishment and will continue to do so. You guys
are exceptional and deserving or more funding/assistance from our state and local

£oV’t to make your program a more successful program. I wish you and your team
the BEST!

Keep up the good work!
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E Ty 13, 2018

A Letter in Support of Cerban Learning Center.

My husband and 1 loved having our son al Carban He was at Corban from October
2010 November 2017 and only switched to a different childeare center when he was 1F
months old because | was employed at a church with a center that <larted a1 18 monthe

The number one thing that set Corhan apart from the other chuldeare conters we looked
== atwas the continuity of leachers and their genuine care for the work they do. All the '
lead caregivers in the baby room stayed constant while our son was there and | even pot
» to know the teachers in other rooms because Uyey were consistont ton None of the other
centers we looked at that we could afford had anything close 1o the emplovee longevity
- that Corban has. Nor did any of the other wenters have prople who seemed actually
inlerested in engaping with the babics - whereas at Corban 1 could e how much the
teachers just enjoyed the children!

Second, Corban provided care that we could afford And sinee it was aftordable to ue
(two students at the time) and accepts vouchers, we knew our son would be n a
sxioeconomically diverse schood, which is an impartant pronty for our lamily.

Third. ivs important for our family that our son grow up atound children from different
~o races and to have African American women a« authority fipures in his life. Corban has a
racially divers group of children and is led by African American women.

Tinally, ot was important to us that Cothan wac i its curzent location - at the time, m
hushband was a medical student and wee lived barely a mule avav trom the center. Une
ot his colleagues could come to Corban and nurse her baby because the location was wio

clow 1o the hospitals It was the really wonderful how one of the most conveniently
lecated chuldeare centers was also the one with wuch quality care for our son
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Sarah Herweza, 'hi

Webster Groves, MO n3114
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My name is Melissa Revels. My daughter, lvana Revels
attended Corban Learning Center from age five months
to nine months. My husband had recommended this
daycare to me.

As a new parent | was SUPER nervous about leaving my
infant daughter with people | didn't know. Would they
love and protect her as much as | did? Would she learn
anything while she was there? Ms. Airy and her team of
capable staff members eased all of my worries.

They kept the center very clean, the children had plenty
of things to do. They catered to each infant individually.
My daughter fell in love with Ms. Dottie and eventually
didn't want to go home.

I called all the time to check on her and no one ever was
frustrated with me. They were understanding and
flexible. | knew other parents who had children there
and they also remarked how excellent the staff and
facilities were

I hated having to take Ivana out, bul the state wouldn't
approve my voucher request and | couldn't afford the

fees. | would recommend anyone o send their children
to Corbin Learning Center.

If you would like more info, please don't hesitate to call
me at 513 o email me at

Thank you

IMelissz Revels
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July 13, 2018

To Whom it May Concern:

This letter is in reference to my family’
enralled at Corban from their opening
2015,

s experience with Corban Learming Center. My son, Quinn, was
in August 2014 until we moved from downtown in September

The moment | met Olivia Darks with her glowing smile and a Biant hug I knew Corban Learning Center
would be the idezl place with the right team to take care of my newborn. Our experience while we were
enrolled, confirmed that every day. While Ms. Darks is an impressive businesswoman (Corban was

exceptionally well-run), her compassion and enthusiasm for children i what permeates through the
school.

In terms of child development, the team at Corban was a godsend for first time parents like my husband
and me, guiding us through the process of helping Quinn grow. We were thrilled when Quinn would
return home having learned new animal sounds, sign language signs, or colors, Moare importantly, my
son adored his teachers at Corban - and they adored him. It's difficult to leave your child with someone

else while you work, but | always felt confident that s Olivia and her team were there 1o help my child
- and every other child 5t Corban - thrive.

We left Corban when our family relocated from the west End to Blue Ash. While we still have excellent
childcare, | often miss the energy and community of the school. Carban truly is 2 special place

have recommended Corban Learning Center countless times since then to fellow moms seeking
childcare near downtown. | am now thrilled to provide this letter of recommendation as well

Pleaze don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions 1 513.

. Al com.,

Kind regards,

Erin McCloy Kutcher




1o Whom It May Concern

I'would like to provide a recommendabion for Olivia Darks for the
purchase of the building for Corban Learning Center

My son, Kendal. attended Corban Learning Center for just over a year
from May 2015 through June 2016 During his preschool year there we
had a wonderful experience

Ihe staff was generous, kind and loving to the children They provided
an excellent learning environment and | watched Kendal's growth and
development as he was excited 1o go to "school” every day

Ohvia was extremely accommeoedating and allowed us to have a flexible
schedule at the center that would blend with our work schedules I 1s
very difficult to find an affordable location for child care that 1s
convenient and willing to be flexible with parents - Corban Learning
Center does all of that

The facility was clean and inviting, and the staff was well-prepared and
helpful in every capacity

Purchasing of the property will allow them to grow and become a stable
location in a community that is in need of great child care services

Jaime Love, M Ed | CHES
Frogram Officer

INTERACT

HEATH
3805 Edwards Road, Suite 500
Cmeoinnat. OH 45209

(513) 458-68615
(513) 458-6610 fax



bl R R R R R R R R R R TR Y Y O

: Srw Seriickiet Wouina
w 5% 1L Elifian Ave

- - 24
Ueritm ;_:i,-b}lqgﬁ?

Juoe 20, 2008

Tovbum i mey concan:

Cur som, Wby, currecdh snenels the Corbas Lezmming Ceaner. We enrolled Lim m [aizene of 2018
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July 20, 20116

To Whem It HAay Concem:

Fanjoy my chitd bsing 2 Corban Leamiing Center, begaise tey teke their Hme with Naami who
is lwo yesrs ofd. She krows her calors and alphabst,

The stafl &t Corhan ie amezing. They &6 nice, and streightionwerd I the care of the children.

When my daughies eledsd echiol, like any parent | was gervous. | quidkly saw thel Naemi wee
comiertebia and thet filled my heant with joy.

| spprecinte Corben Leaming Center becauss my parsnts are passed, and this is my first
experieacs with & daycsre.

Neoml's leacher is amazing she hae lavaht ber how Lo recognize colore, sumbare, the slphabst
ond pigy lengusge. Evetything thet ehe leorns of hor eches! is roelnforeed & home

Overell, | thetk God for the senuins cere thie stefl hae given my child

Thenk you =f go much for erening Corban Early Learning Center
Siwceraly,

e, Angel Kenpeoy
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I'enrolled my 2 sons into Corban when the doors first opened. My son was only 6
weeks old we were the first family 1o enroll.

Being a single mom living in the
neighborhood and that it was in walking
distance was a plus for me. 1 remember
coming for a tour and the staff greeted me
with a hug and a smile ] knew right at that
moment this was where I wanted my sons
to be. Corban has been like a family to me
and my boys, the staff and Mrs. Darks have
given me and my son’s so much support
and showed us so much love.

My son who was 2 years old had to have
open heart surgery, Mrs. Darks did not miss
a day coming 1o the hospital after she had
worked a full day at Corban 1o sit with me
and offer support. There were nights |
would have to kick her out she would fall

asleep but, she would insist on staying she didn’t want me 1o be alone. My son
today calls her grandma | think kids can feel when they are loved and cared for.

My son Is leaving this fal] going to kindergarten which makes me sad if I could |
would keep him at Corban untj] he was in the 12 grade. T can say with confident
Corban has given my boys the tools they need socially and emotional to give them

the confident they need to succeed in school. 1 feel blessed 1o have the Corban
family in me and my son’s lives.

Latoya
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July 2018

Fenrolled my son Alex at Corban Learning Center in January 2016 at the recommendation of a
work acquaintance whose son attended. We were first time parents, and | as a working mom
harbored some guilt about leaving my 3 month old son in daycare. However, with amount of
love and attention Alex received, my concerns quickly abated.

From day one, I was encouraged to call and check on
Alex whenever | wanted. | work in the neighborhood
and was welcome to come visit Alex if | had the spare
time. Alex very clearly loved his caregivers and we
grew very fond of them as well. | appreciated that
Ms. Lvelyn always kept things very tidy and
organized and communicated with us when Alex
needed more diapers. wipes, etc. Ms. Dottje was
consistently full of cheery greetings and excited
updates on Alex's progress. Many of the support staff
would insist on a hug from Alex before we would
leave for the day.

Atone point. Alex was having some difficulty
making it through the full work day with the amount
of breast milk 1 could pump. Everyone was very
supportive in helping find & solution that worked for
all of'us - they let me use the management office to
nurse Alex in the morning which helped him be abie
to make it through the day. I was incredibly grateful to have their support as a mom dedicated to
exclusively breastfeeding.

In Junc 2017, my husband changed Jjob locations away from downtown Cincinnati. | was also
pregnant with our second child at the time. It no longer made logistical sense to have our
children in daycare only near my workplace, so we moved Alex to a center closer to our home in
October 1o be settled in before his baby brother arrived in December.

I would highly recommend Corban Learning Center for infant care. bt
e - . “ n . Y3
They provide a very loving and nurturing environment. | wish them F si
all the best! I

Liz Whitaker



