
City of Cincinnati
Council

Office of the Clerk

Melissa Autry, CMC
Clerk of Council

801 Plum Street, Suite 308
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Phone (513)352-3246
Fax (513) 352-2578

August 30, 2021

Sheiry Poland, Director
Hamilton County Board of Elections
4700 Smith Road

Cincinnati, Ohio 45212

Dear Ms. Poland:

I have received petitions from Tom Brinkman for a Charter of the City of Cincinnati
amendment to be placed on the November 2, 2021 ballot to: 1.) Require approval of
coimcil to commence litigation, 2.) Establish and adjust council salaries on annual basis
to the median household income for the City. 3.) Require a one-year residency within the
city to run or serve as mayor or member of council. 4.) Eliminate filling a vacancy on
council by a designee for the former member of council. 5.) Provide that a vacancy on
council IS filled by the person who is not serving or has not served on council but who
received the next highest total numbers of votes at the most recent municipal election. 6.)
End the so-called" pocket veto by the mayor. 7.) Provide individual liability for certain
violations of open meeting or public record laws. 8.) Provide for the recall of the Mayor.
We are requesting that the Board of Elections verify the petitions and certify the
signatures received.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerel}^

Melissa Autry, CM
Clerk of Council

www.cincinnati-oh.gov Equal Opportunit)' Employer
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Council
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Office of the Clerk

August 30, 2021

Melissa Autry, CMC
Clerk of Council

801 Plum Street, Suite 308
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Phone (513) 352-3246
Fax (513) 352-2578

To Whom It May Concern:

The City of Cincinnati, Cierk of Council's Office received 277 petitions from Tom Brinkman on
Monday, August 30, 2021 regarding an amendment to the Charter of the City of Cincinnati to:
1.) Require approval of council to commence litigation, 2.) Establish and adjust council salaries
on annual basis to the median household income for the city, 3.) Require a one-year residency
within the city to run or serve as mayor or member of council, 4.) Eliminate filling a vacancy on
council by a designee for the former member of council. 5.) Provide that a vacancy on council is
filled by the person who is not serving or has not served on council but who received the next
highest total numbers of votes at the most recent municipal election. 6.) End the "so-called"
pocket veto by the mayor. 7.) Provide individual liability for certain violations of open meeting
or public record laws. 8.) Provide for the recall of the Mayor.

Mellss^Autry, CMC
Clerk of Council

City of Cincinnati

www.cincinnati-oh.gov Equal Opportunity Employer



RECEIPT OF PETITION

I certify that on August 30,2021,1 received a petition proposing various amendments to
the Cincinnati City Charter.

Said petition consisted of:

277 part-petitions and purporting to contain 11,821 signatures.

Melissa Autry
Clerk of Council, City of Cincinnati



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his own,
or signs when not a legal voter, is liable to prosecution.

PETITION

, ̂ , For submission of Proposed Amendments to the
. - j .1 - ̂  Charter of the City of Cincinnati

To the Council, the legislative authority of the City of Cincinnati, Ohio;

We, the undersigned. Electors of the City of Cincinnati, Ohio, petition your honorable body to forthwith provide
by ordinance, for submission to the electors of the City of Cincinnati, the following proposed Amendments to
the Charter of the City.

AMENDMENTS

TITLE: AMENDMENTS TO THE CHAPTER OF THE CITY OF CINCINNATI TO:
1) require approval of council to commence litigation
2) establish and adjust council salaries on an annual basis to the median household income for the city
3) require a one-year residency within the city to ran or serve as mayor or member of council
4) eliminate filling a vacancy on council by a designee of the former member of council
5) provide that a vacancy on council is filled by the person who is not serving or has not served on council

but who received the next highest total numbers of votes at the most recent municipal election
6) end the "so-called" pocket veto by mayor
7) provide individual liability for certain violations of open meeting or public record laws
8) provide for the recall of the mayor

TEXT: BE IT RESOLVED by the people of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio, that Sections 3, 4,4a, 4b,
and 5 of Article n, "Legislative Power," Section 2 of Article IE, "Mayor," and Section 11 of Article IV,
"Executive and Administrative Service," and Sections 2c of Article K, "Nominations and Elections," of the
Charter of the City of Cincinnati be amended as follows:

Section 1. Section 3 of Article H, "Legislative Power" of the Charter of the City of Cincinnati is amended by
adding a new sentence at the end of the existing section, as follows:

The affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the council shall be required to authorize the
commencement of any litigation on behalf of the City of Cincinnati or any of its officials.

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION
IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his own,
or signs when not a legal voter, is liable to prosecution

Section 2. Section 4 of Article n, "Legislative Power" of the Charter of the City of Cincinnati is hereby
repealed, and new Section 4 of Article n, "Legislative Power" is hereby enacted as follows:

Article n. Legislative Power
Section 4. Subject to the terms of Article DC, Section 1 of this charter, a council of nine members shall
be elected for a term of two years, commencing on the first Tuesday after January 1st next after their
election and shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified. Each member of councd shaft
receive amual compensation in an amount equal to the median household income for the City of
Cincinnati as reported in the American Community Survey 1-Year Report as published by the United
States Census Bureau for the year prior to the beginning of each calendar year. The annual
compensation payable to each member of council shaft not increase or decrease during any calendar year
once such compensation is established, but the annual compensation payable to a member of council
may increase or decrease from one calendar year to the next. Such compensation shaft be payable semi
monthly. ^

Section 3. Section 4a of Article n, "Legislative Power" of the Charter of the City of Cincinnati is herebv
repealed, and new Section 4a of Article E, "Legislative Power" is hereby enacted as follows:

Article n. Legislative Power
Section 4a. No person shall serve as mayor or a member of council unless such person shall have been
a ̂sident of the city for at least one year prior to assuming office, either through election or otherwise,
and such person shall continue to be a resident of the city and a qualified elector thereof. Any person
serving as mayor or member of council who should cease to possess any of said qualifications, or Lves
from the city, shall forthwith forfeit the office. e j- h canons, or moves

Section 4. Section 4b of Article H, "Legislative Power" of the Charter of the City of Ciiv-innat; herebv
repealed, and new Section 4b of Article H, "Legislative Power" is hereby enacted as follows:

Article 11. Legislative Power

Ssfntmh^ nf °f council dies, resigns, or is removed, then the person who received the
HpHjj h i * a ° f®'' election to council at the most recent municipal election but who was notdeclared ejected to council at such election and who is not otherwise already serving or has
the. rem*^ ° counci since the most recent municipal election shall be the successor to hold the office for

municipal election. Position as a member of council at any time since the most recent

Upon the deaA, resignation, or removal of a member of council, the clerk of council shall immediatelv
notify mwntmg the peison designated herein as the successor if such peison'StiemenTT^sS
person designated herem as the successor shall certify in writing to the clerk of council that he or she

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION
IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his own
or signs when not a legal voter, is liable to prosecution '

accepts the positiott

ff the person designated herein as the successor shall fail to provide the written certification to the clerk
of councd as pmvtded herein or shall have previously failed to accept the positior^ a S

acre municipal election, then such person shall be deemed to havenot accepted the position as a member of council and the person who received the next highest number
rnn elretion to council at die most recent municipal election but who was not declared elmed tocouncil at such election and who is not otherwise already serving or has served ac a r^f i
smce the most^nt municipal election shall then he considered the successor to hold the office f^lhe
reader of the ̂ expired term of the member of council who dies, resigns. orTremoS aS^ Se
clerk of council sM proceed to provide notification to such person as provided for herein Lid such

Ser SoS certification as required herein, until a successor assumes the office of as a

Sn Inf of Cincinnati is hereby repealed, and newSection 2 of Article HI, Mayor is hereby enacted as follows:

Article in. Mayor
Section 2.

The mayor sh^ preside over all meetings of the council but shall not have a vote on the council. The

Artnl'n tL ^ "council. The mayor shall exercise the veto power as provided in^cle n. TTie mayor shall appomt and may remove the vice-mayor and the chair of all committees of
the council without the advice and consent of the council. The mayor shall assign all legislative
proposes to fte appropriate committee for consideration no later than 30 days after such proposed
legislation is filed with the clerk of councU. No later than 30 days after such proposed legislation is
reported out of committee, the mayor shaU place such legislative proposal on the Menda for
const eration at the next meeting of council. The mayor may propose and introduce legislation for
council consideration. ® lui

The ma.yor sh^ be recognized as the official head and representative of the city for all purposes, except
as provided otherwise in this charter.

The mayor shall appoint the city manager upon an affirmative vote of five members of the council
toUowing the mayor's recommendation for appointment. Prior to the vote, the mayor shall seek the
a vice o council, to include the opportunity for council to interview the candidates considered by the
mayor. o d the council not approve the recommendation of the mayor, the mayor may submit
another recommendation or institute a new search. The mayor, with the advice of council, shall have the
authonty to imtiate and recommend to the council the removal of the city manager, provided that such
remov s require an affirmative vote of five members of the council. A temporary appointment to
toe position of city manager that may be required by reason of a vacancy in the office shall be submitted
by toe mayor to the council for its approval prior to the appointment.

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION
IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his own,
or signs when not a legal voter, is liable to prosecution

The mayor shall deliver an annual address to the council and citizens of the city reporting on the state of
the city and making recommendations for the establishment and achievement of future city goals.

The mayor shall transmit to the council the annual budget estimate prepared by the city manager. The
transmitt^ shall occur within 15 days after receipt from the city manager and may include a letter
commenting on the proposed budget.

The mayor shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this charter or as may be imposed by
council, consistent with the office. The mayor shall be recognized as the official head of the city for all
ceremonial purposes, by the courts for the purpose of serving civil process, and by the governor for
military purposes.

In time of public danger or emergency, the mayor may, with the consent of the council, take command
of the police, maintain order and enforce the law.

The mayor shall appoint his or her assistants in the unclassified service and shall fix their salaries Such
assistants shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor and shall constitute the mayoral service. All other
appointments to be made by the mayor shaU be made with the advice and consent of the council except
as otherwise provided in this charter.

S^on 7. A new Section 11 of Article IV, "Executive and Administrative Service" of the Charter of the City
of Cincinnati is hereby enacted as follows:

Article IV. Executive and Administrative Service
Section 11.

The mayor or any member of council shaU be liable to the city for any judgment in, or amount
negotia^ m settlement of, any civil action or appeal, together with any attorney fees and expenses
incurred or expended by the city in defending such civU action or appeal, arising from the violation or
ege vto 2hon by the mayor or meniher of council of state law relating to open meetings or public

recor s, provided that the act or omission giving rise to the civil action or appeal was undertaken by the
mayor or member of council in an effort to ayoid or circumvent the requirements of such state law or
done purposely, knowingly, m bad faith, or in a wanton or reckless manner. The act or omission of the
mayor or meinber of councU giving rise to such liabUity may be established in the civil action itself or in

Md r^over'hic "ty solicitor or by a taxpayer who may bring such civil action
mniioci of fi, attorney fees, only after the city solicitor fails, upon the writtenrequest of the taxpayer, to bnng such civil action.

Section 8. A new Section 2c of Article K, "Nominations and Elections" of the Charter of the City of
Cmcinnau is hereby enacted as follows: v^uuricr or ine city or

Article K. Nominatioiis and Elections
Section 2c.

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION
IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE



NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his own,
or signs when not a legal voter, is liable to prosecution

The mayor may be removed from office before expiration of his or her term. The process and procedure
for such removal shall include, but are not limited to, all provisions of state law providing for removal of
any elective officer of a municipal corporation.

Wie hereby designate the following persons as a committee to represent the petitioners in all matters relating
to this petition or its circulation:

Name Residence

Thomas E. Brinkman, Jr. 3215 Hardisty Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45208
Joseph Murray IV 3552 Kroger Ave #1, Cincinnati, OH 45226
Pete Witte 4319 Ridgeview Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45238

Instructions: You must live in the City of Cincinnati and be registered to vote.
You must use ink.

You must sign your name, date of signing, and give your voting residence.
You must not sign anyone else's name.

Signatures Printed
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Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than
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or signs when not a legal voter, is liabie to prosecution
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of Signinc
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NOTICE

Whoever knowingly signs this petition more than once, signs a name other than his own,
or signs when not a legal voter, is liable to prosecution

^  DECLARATION OF CIRCULATOR
I, (name of circulator of petition), declare under penalty of election falsification

that I am a resident of the State of Ohio and reside at the address appearing below my signature; that I am the

circulator of the foregoing petition containing (number) signatures; that I witnessed the affixing of every

signature; that each signature was made in my presence on the date indicated; that all signers were to the best of

my knowledge and belief qualified to sign; that every signature is to the best of-my knowledge and belief the

signature of the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attome^n fact acting pursuant to section
3501.382 of the Revised Code (i.e., is the genume signature of the pMsroi it purports to be).

Signed.

Address:

(where circulator resides)
nfr

'•^■ 1 ■■ iy'l ^CUci

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION
IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE



City of Cincinnati
Council

Melissa Autry, CMC
Clerk of Council

Office of the Clerk

August 30, 2021

801 Plum Street, Suite 308
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Phone (513) 352-3246
Fax (513)352-2578

To Whom It May Concern:

The City of Cincinnati, Cierk of Councii's Office received 277 petitions from Tom Brinkman on
Monday, August 30, 2021 regarding an amendment to the Charter of the City of Cincinnati to:
1.) Require approvai of councii to commence iitigation, 2.) Estabiish and adjust councii saiaries
on annual basis to the median household income for the city, 3.) Require a one-year residency
within the city to run or serve as mayor or member of council, 4.) Eliminate filling a vacancy on
council by a designee for the former member of councii. 5.) Provide that a vacancy on council is
filled by the person who is not serving or has not served on councii but who received the next
highest total numbers of votes at the most recent municipal election. 6.) End the "so-caiied"
pocket veto by the mayor. 7.) Provide individual liability for certain violations of open meeting
or public record laws. 8.) Provide for the recall of the Mayor.

Mellss^utry, CMC
Clerk of Council

City of Cincinnati

lONHCD iO

www.cincinnati-oh.gov Equal Opportunit}' Employer


