801 Plum Street

City of Cincinnati Cincinnati, OH 45202

Agenda - Final-revised

Climate, Environment & Infrastructure

Chairperson, Meeka Owens
Vice Chairperson, Mark Jeffreys
Councilmember, Jeff Cramerding
Vice Mayor, Jan-Michele Kearney
Councilmember, Seth Walsh

Tuesday, May 9, 2023 10:00 AM Council Chambers, Room 300

PRESENTATIONS

NRDC Food Matters Initiative: Food Waste Reduction Recommendations in Cincinnati

Madeline Keating, City Strategist, NRDC
Yvette Cabrera, Director, Food Waste, NRDC

Our Regional Food System, with a Focus on Urban Agriculture in Cincinnati

Maddie Chera, Ph.D., Director of the Greater Cincinnati Regional Food Policy Council,
at Green Umbrella

AGENDA

1. 202301316 RESOLUTION, submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, Councilmember Owens,
Vice Mayor Kearney and Councilmembers Cramerding, Harris and Walsh,
from Emily Smart Woerner, City Solicitor, EXPRESSING the desire of the
Mayor and Council that the City of Cincinnati continue advocating for
improvements throughout the progressive design-build process that encourage
the shared priorities of minimizing the urban footprint of the Brent Spence
Bridge Corridor Project through further design enhancements.

Sponsors: Mayor, Owens, Kearney, Cramerding, Harris and Walsh
Attachments: Transmittal

Resolution

Attachment A

2. 202301313 ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 5/3/2023,
AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to
cooperate with the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to
facilitate the performance of construction activities for Interstate 75 from
Findlay Street to south of Marshall Avenue including interchanges to the new
Western Hills Viaduct in connection with the Ohio Department of
Transportation’s Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project in the City of Cincinnati.

Sponsors: City Manager
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Attachments: Transmittal

Ordinance
Attachment

3. 202301314 ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 5/3/2023,
AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to
cooperate with the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to
facilitate the performance of construction activities for Interstate 75 from Linn
Street to Findlay Street in connection with the Ohio Department of
Transportation’s Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project in the City of Cincinnati.

Sponsors: City Manager

Attachments: Transmittal
Ordinance
Attachment

4. 202301315 ORDINANCE submitted by Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager, on 5/3/2023,
AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to
cooperate with the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to
facilitate the performance of construction activities for Interstate 75 and the
Brent Spence Bridge and companion bridge over the Ohio River to Linn Street
in connection with the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Brent Spence
Bridge Corridor project in the City of Cincinnati.

Sponsors: City Manager

Attachments: Transmittal
Ordinance
Attachment

5. 202301277 MOTION, submitted by Counciimember Owens, WE MOVE for the City
Administration to submit an application to the Federal Highway Administration
and / or Ohio Department of Transportation to have the City of Cincinnati
formalized as a participating agency. (STATEMENT ATTACHED).

Sponsors: Owens
Attachments: Motion 202301277
Attachment

6. 202301262 MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Jeffreys, WE MOVE that the
Administration report within thirty (30) days on the status of the updates the
City is making to its hillside regulations. This update should include, but is not
limited to, an update on: Funding sources to cover construction mishaps
associated with construction within the hillside district. Regulations associated
with stormwater runoff. Work that is being done to update CAGIS’ Hillside
Overlay District Map.

Sponsors: Jeffreys
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Attachments: Motion 202301262
7. 202301269 MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Jeffreys and Cramerding, WE MOVE,
that the Administration report back to Council within ninety (90) days on the
cost and feasibility of design alternatives that prevent drivers from using a
shared, bi-directional, center turn lane as a passing lane. Specifically, the
Administration should take into consideration improvements that include, but
are not limited to, implementing rumble strips in the center turn lane, using
reflective pylons or concrete to create “islands” in portions of the turn lane, or
paving the center turn lane with alternative materials like cobble stone.
(STATEMENT ATTACHED).
Sponsors: Jeffreys and Cramerding
Attachments: Motion 202301269
8. 202301369 PRESENTATION, submitted by Councilmember Owens from Madeline
Keating, City Strategist, The National Resource Defense Council, titled,
NRDC'’s Food Matters Initiative: Food Waste Reduction Recommendations in
Cincinnati.
Sponsors: Owens
Attachments: Presentation
9. 202301370 PRESENTATION, submitted by Councilmember Owens from Maddie Chera,
Director, Greater Cinti Regional Food Policy Council, titled Our Regional Food
System, with a Focus on Urban Agriculture In Cincinnati.
Sponsors: Owens
Attachments: Presentation
10. 202301371 REPORT, submitted by Councilmember Owens from Maddie Chera Director,
Greater Cinti Regional Food Policy Council, regarding Urban Agriculture.
Sponsors: Owens
Attachments: Report
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Date: May 3, 2023

To: Mayor Aftab Pureval, Councilmember Meeka D. Owens, Vice Mayor
Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney, and Councilmembers Jeff Cramerding,
Reggie Harris, and Seth Walsh

<\ /

From: Emily Smart Woerner, City Solicitor { [ oW

Subject: Resolution — Brent Spence Bridge Vertical Design

Transmitted herewith is a resolution captioned as follows:
EXPRESSING the desire of the Mayor and Council that the City of Cincinnati continue
advocating for improvements throughout the progressive design-build process that

encourage the shared priorities of minimizing the urban footprint of the Brent Spence
Bridge Corridor Project through further design enhancements.

ESW/CNS(dmm)
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CNS

RESOLUTION NO. -2023

EXPRESSING the desire of the Mayor and Council that the City of Cincinnati continue
advocating for improvements throughout the progressive design-build process that encourage the
shared priorities of minimizing the urban footprint of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project
through further design enhancements.

WHEREAS, the historic, bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (“IIJA™) has

supported initiatives that have reconnected communities that were severed by highways in the
1950s and 1960s; and

WHEREAS, the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor (“BSBC”) Project will address issues of
both the past and present around road safety, environmental impact, and climate justice while
emphasizing core themes of equity, sustainability, and job creation; and

WHEREAS, the Central Business District, the West End, and what is now Queensgate
were significantly affected by the initial construction of the Brent Spence Bridge and the Mill
Creek Expressway, which is a part of I-75; and

WHEREAS, the construction of the Mill Creek Expressway was, at the time of its
inception, the second largest so-called “slum clearance” project in the nation and included the total
demolition of the Kenyon-Barr neighborhood and the displacement of over 27,000 people in 9,800
families, 97 percent of whom were Black Cincinnatians; and

WHEREAS, since its construction in 1963, the BSBC has been a pivotal part of the national
network for the transportation of goods such that nearly three percent of the national Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) passes across the Brent Spence Bridge each year; and

WHEREAS, the BSBC Project is a once-in-a-century project that will have a substantial,
long-term impact on the region, and thus should be constructed in an intentional way as to
minimize displacement, correct issues and failures of the past, and ensure the maximum benefit to
the City and the region; and

WHEREAS, intraregional transportation is changing rapidly, leading to an increase in
people commuting to work, school, amenities, and other locations by bike, foot, or bus, which
demonstrates the environmental imperative to build on the need to expand facilities to support
multimodality; and

WHEREAS, improvements made to the BSBC design in 2022 will increase the
connectivity between communities of Cincinnati; and



WHEREAS, encouraging and accommodating increased connectivity between
communities is in line with both the climate action goals set by the 2023 Green Cincinnati Plan
and the federal government’s environmental justice goals set as part of the IIJA and Inflation
Reduction Act; and

WHEREAS, the BSBC Project has been awarded $1.635 billion in funding from the IIJA,
with additional contributions from the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) and
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (“KYTC”); and

WHEREAS, the progressive design-build process adopted by ODOT is an approach that
allows participants and stakeholders, including the Federal Highway Administration (“FHWA?™),
ODOT, KYTC, the design-build team, impacted municipalities, and the local community, to
consider and address major project topics in an open format and create the basis of design, overall
project requirements, and final design intent before substantial work begins; and

WHEREAS, continuing to explore the feasibility of incorporating additional innovative
design concepts into the BSBC Project will place our region on a path towards success and further
economic growth in the coming decades; and

WHEREAS, the City, ODOT, and FHWA have stated their shared commitment to ensuring
that the BSBC Project is a world-class, innovative infrastructure improvement project; now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

Section 1. That the Mayor and Council express their support for the Administration’s
continued advocacy that the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Project design explore all options to
reclaim additional land throughout the corridor; and that the Mayor and Council further encourage
the Administration to advocate for the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) to consider
additional improvements throughout the existing progressive design-build process that could
further reduce the width of the total right-of-way, streamline and reduce the footprint of downtown
entry/exit points, improve existing pedestrian and bicycle access and safety, and potentially return
additional developable land or greenspaces to public use, including reviewing and considering
various innovative concepts submitted to ODOT, while either maintaining or reducing the current

timelines, budget, and construction schedules.



Section 2. That the Administration continue its cooperative relationship with ODOT, while
supporting and encouraging efforts to explore the feasibility of additional proposals with the
understanding that this once-in-a-century infrastructure project will impact the future of
Cincinnati’s growth and development for decades to come.

Section 3. That the Mayor and Council request that the Administration and ODOT report
back to Council on the outcome of ODOT’s evaluation of external proposals, including that shown
on Attachment A and any other public comments submitted for the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor
Project that provide recommendations for achieving the City’s goals.

Section 4. That copies of this resolution be spread upon the minutes of Council and
provided to the Ohio Department of Transportation, Tammy Campbell — ODOT District 8,
505 S. State Route 741, Lebanon, OH 45036, tammy.campbell@dot.ohio.gov; the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet, Stacee Hans — KYTC District 6, 421 Buttermilk Pike, Fort Mitchell, KY
41017, stacee.hans@ky.gov; and the Federal Highway Administration, Laurie Leffler - FHWA

Ohio Division, 200 North High Street — Room 328, Columbus, OH 43215, laurie.leffler@dot.gov.

Passed: , 2023

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk

Submitted by Mayor Aftab Pureval, Councilmember Meeka D. Owens, Vice Mayor Jan-Michele
Lemon Kearney, and Councilmembers Jeff Cramerding, Reggie Harris, and Seth Walsh.
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CINCINNATI &

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

Date: May 3, 2023

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 202301313

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager

Subject: ORDINANCE — ODOT BRENT SPENCE BRIDGE — FINDLAY STREET TO MARSHALL
AVENUE

Attached is an ordinance captioned as follows:

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate
with the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to facilitate the performance
of construction activities for Interstate 75 from Findlay Street to south of Marshall Avenue
including interchanges to the new Western Hills Viaduct in connection with the Ohio
Department of Transportation’s Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project in the City of
Cincinnati.

This ordinance will allow the City to continue to collaborate with the Ohio Department of Transportation

for the projects along the Brent Spence Corridor. This ordinance is specific to Phase I of the project with
limits from Findlay Street to just south of Marshall Ave.

The Administration recommends passage of the attached ordinance/resolution.

Attachment I — Ordinance
Attachment II - Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Projects map

cc: John S. Brazina, Director, Transportation and Engineering
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AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate with the
Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to facilitate the performance of construction
activities for Interstate 75 from Findlay Street to south of Marshall Avenue including interchanges
to the new Western Hills Viaduct in connection with the Ohio Department of Transportation’s
Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project in the City of Cincinnati.

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) has identified the need to
perform construction activities as part of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project including the
reconstruction of Interstate 75 from Findlay Street to south of Marshall Avenue and construction

of interchanges on Interstate 75 to connect to the new Western Hills Viaduct project
(PID No. 114161) (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, except as needed for temporary access, no transfer of City right-of-way is
required for the Project, and no change in the use of City streets is expected to arise from the
Project; and

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio shall provide one hundred percent of the eligible cost of the
Project; and

WHEREAS, ODOT has requested that all necessary rights-of-way in the Project area be
made available for the Project in accordance with current state and federal regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Department of Transportation & Engineering has reviewed and
approved the proposed Project; and

WHEREAS, the extent of City streets and changes in their use are subject to review and
approval by the City Planning Commission, but no changes requiring the commission’s review
have been identified at this stage of the Project; and

WHEREAS, upon completion of the Project, ODOT and the City desire for the City to
continue its existing maintenance responsibilities for the right-of-way in the Project area, as
applicable, and other duties required by applicable state and federal law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

Section 1. That the City of Cincinnati consents to and shall cooperate with the Director of

the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”), on behalf of the State of Ohio, to facilitate the

17



performance of construction activities as part of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project
including the reconstruction of Interstate 75 from Findlay Street to south of Marshall Avenue and
construction of interchanges on Interstate 75 to connect to the new Western Hills Viaduct project
(PID No. 114161) (the “Project”).

Section 2. That the State of Ohio will assume and bear one hundred percent of the cost of
the improvements proposed as part of the Project.

Section 3. That the City shall bear one hundred percent of the cost of those features, if any,
requested by the City that ODOT and the Federal Highway Administration determine to be
unnecessary for the Project; as of the date of this ordinance, no such features have been identified.

Section 4. That the City agrees to make available to ODOT all City rights-of-way required
for the Project, including utility relocation, in accordance with current state and federal regulations
and subject to any additional City approvals required for the encumbrance or acquisition of City
property or change in use of City streets. The City acknowledges that all utility accommodation,
relocation, and reimbursement in connection with the Project will comply with the current
provisions of 23 C.F.R. 645 and the ODOT Utilities Manual.

Section 5. That, from time to time, change orders and extra-work contracts may be required
to fulfill the Project, and ODOT shall provide written notice to the City, which shall process such
as needed and contribute the City’s share of the costs of those items; as of the date of this ordinance,
no such costs have been identified.

Section 6. That, to the extent applicable and unless otherwise agreed, the City upon
completion of the Project shall: (1) provide adequate maintenance for the Project in accordance
with all applicable state and federal law, including, but not limited to, 23 U.S.C. Section 116;

(2) provide ample financial provisions, as necessary, for any City maintenance responsibilities in
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connection with the Project; (3) to the extent required by state and federal law, maintain the
right-of-way and keep it free of obstructions; and (4) hold said right-of-way inviolate for public
highway purposes.

Section 7. That the City Manager is hereby authorized to enter into any agreements and
process any change orders or extra-work orders connected thereto with the Director of ODOT, or
ODOT-prequalified consultants, as necessary to complete the Project in accordance with the terms
of this ordinance.

Section 8. That the City Manager is further authorized to execute any documents, upon the
request of ODOT, necessary to allow ODOT to recover damages or exercise its rights and remedies
under any contracts arising from any errors or omissions of any contractors or consultants.

Section 9. That the City Manager and the appropriate City officials are hereby authorized
to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate with the Director of ODOT to facilitate the
Project.

Section 10. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest

period allowed by law.

Passed: , 2023

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk
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Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

Date: May 3, 2023

. . 202301314
To: Mayor and Members of City Council

From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager

Subject: ORDINANCE — ODOT BRENT SPENCE BRIDGE — LINN STREET TO FINDLAY
STREET

Attached is an ordinance captioned as follows:

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate
with the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to facilitate the performance
of construction activities for Interstate 75 from Linn Street to Findlay Street in connection
with the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project in the
City of Cincinnati.

This ordinance will allow the City to continue to collaborate with the Ohio Department of

Transportation for the projects along the Brent Spence Corridor. This ordinance is specific to Phase 11
of the project with limits from Linn Street to Findlay Street.

The Administration recommends passage of the attached ordinance/resolution.

Attachment I — Ordinance
Attachment II - Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Projects map

cc: John S. Brazina, Director, Transportation and Engineering
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AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate with the
Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to facilitate the performance of construction
activities for Interstate 75 from Linn Street to Findlay Street in connection with the Ohio
Department of Transportation’s Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project in the City of Cincinnati.

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) has identified the need to
perform construction activities as part of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project including the
reconstruction and widening of Interstate 75 north of the Linn Street overpass to the northern limits
of the bridge over Findlay Street; the replacement of the Linn Street overpass with Interstate 75
and reconstruction of Gest Street from Freeman Avenue to U.S. Route 50; the elimination of the
roadway connection from Gest Street to Linn Street; the replacement of pedestrian access from
Gest Street to Linn Street; the replacement of the Ezzard Charles Drive bridge over Interstate 75;
the reconstruction of portions of Western Avenue and the West Court Street cul-de-sac; and the

construction of new Interstate 75 ramps to and from Freeman Avenue, Western Avenue, and Ninth
Street (PID No. 113361) (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, except as needed for temporary access, no transfer of City right-of-way is
required for the Project, and no change in the use of City streets is expected to arise from the
Project; and

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio shall provide one hundred percent of the eligible cost of the
Project; and

WHEREAS, ODOT has requested that all necessary rights-of-way in the Project area be
made available for the Project in accordance with current state and federal regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Department of Transportation & Engineering has reviewed and
approved the proposed Project; and

WHEREAS, the extent of City streets and changes in their use are subject to review and
approval by the City Planning Commission, but no changes requiring the commission’s review
have been identified at this stage of the Project; and

WHEREAS, upon completion of the Project, ODOT and the City desire for the City to
continue its existing maintenance responsibilities for the right-of-way in the Project area, as
applicable, and other duties required by applicable state and federal law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:
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Section 1. That the City of Cincinnati consents to and shall cooperate with the Director of
the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”’), on behalf of the State of Ohio, to facilitate the
performance of construction activities as part of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project
including the reconstruction and widening of Interstate 75 north of the Linn Street overpass to the
northern limits of the bridge over Findlay Street; the replacement of the Linn Street overpass with
Interstate 75 and reconstruction of Gest Street from Freeman Avenue to U.S. Route 50; the
elimination of the roadway connection from Gest Street to Linn Street; the replacement of
pedestrian access from Gest Street to Linn Street; the replacement of the Ezzard Charles Drive
bridge over Interstate 75; the reconstruction of portions of Western Avenue and the West Court
Street cul-de-sac; and the construction of new Interstate 75 ramps to and from Freeman Avenue,
Western Avenue, and Ninth Street (PID No. 113361) (the “Project”).

Section 2. That the State of Ohio will assume and bear one hundred percent of the cost of
the improvements proposed as part of the Project.

Section 3. That the City shall bear one hundred percent of the cost of those features, if any,
requested by the City that ODOT and the Federal Highway Administration determine to be
unnecessary for the Project; as of the date of this ordinance, no such features have been identified.

Section 4. That the City agrees to make available to ODOT all City rights-of-way required
for the Project, including utility relocation, in accordance with current state and federal regulations
and subject to any additional City approvals required for the encumbrance or acquisition of City
property or change in use of City streets. The City acknowledges that all utility accommodation,
relocation, and reimbursement in connection with the Project will comply with the current

provisions of 23 C.F.R. 645 and the ODOT Utilities Manual.
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Section 5. That, from time to time, change orders and extra-work contracts may be
required to fulfill the Project, and ODOT shall provide written notice to the City, which shall
process such as needed and contribute the City’s share of the costs of those items; as of the date of
this ordinance, no such costs have been identified.

Section 6. That, to the extent applicable and unless otherwise agreed, the City upon
completion of the Project shall: (1) provide adequate maintenance for the Project in accordance
with all applicable state and federal law, including, but not limited to, 23 U.S.C. Section 116;
(2) provide ample financial provisions, as necessary, for any City maintenance responsibilities in
connection with the Project; (3) to the extent required by state and federal law, maintain the
right-of-way and keep it free of obstructions; and (4) hold said right-of-way inviolate for public
highway purposes.

Section 7. That the City Manager is hereby authorized to enter into any agreements and
process any change orders or extra-work orders connected thereto with the Director of ODOT, or
ODOT-prequalified consultants, as necessary to complete the Project in accordance with the terms
of this ordinance.

Section 8. That the City Manager is further authorized to execute any documents, upon
the request of ODOT, necessary to allow ODOT to recover damages or exercise its rights and
remedies under any contracts arising from any errors or omissions of any contractors or
consultants.

Section 9. That the City Manager and the appropriate City officials are hereby authorized
to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate with the Director of ODOT to facilitate the

Project.
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Section 10. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest

period allowed by law.

Passed: , 2023

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk
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city of

CINCINNATI &

Interdepartment Correspondence Sheet

Date: May 3, 2023

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 202301315
From: Sheryl M. M. Long, City Manager

Subject: ORDINANCE — ODOT BRENT SPENCE BRIDGE — BRENT SPENCE BRIDGE (KY) TO
LINN STREET

Attached is an ordinance captioned as follows:

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate
with the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to facilitate the performance
of construction activities for Interstate 75 and the Brent Spence Bridge and companion
bridge over the Ohio River to Linn Street in connection with the Ohio Department of
Transportation’s Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project in the City of Cincinnati.

This ordinance will allow the City to continue to collaborate with the Ohio Department of Transportation

for the projects along the Brent Spence Corridor. This ordinance is specific to Phase III of the project
which within the City of Cincinnati, consists of the State of Kentucky to Linn Street overpass.

The Administration recommends passage of the attached ordinance/resolution.

Attachment I — Ordinance
Attachment II — Brent Spence Bridge Corridor Projects map

cc: John S. Brazina, Director, Transportation and Engineering
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AUTHORIZING the City Manager to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate with the
Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation to facilitate the performance of construction
activities for Interstate 75 and the Brent Spence Bridge and companion bridge over the Ohio River
to Linn Street in connection with the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Brent Spence Bridge
Corridor project in the City of Cincinnati.

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) has identified the need to
perform construction activities as part of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project including the
construction or reconstruction of the Brent Spence Bridge and the companion bridge over the Ohio
River from the State of Kentucky to Linn Street in the City of Cincinnati (PID No. 116649)
(the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, except as needed for temporary access, no transfer of City right-of-way is
required for the Project, and no change in the use of City streets is expected to arise from the
Project; and

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio shall provide one hundred percent of the eligible cost of the
Project; and

WHEREAS, ODOT has requested that all necessary rights-of-way in the Project area be
made available for the Project in accordance with current state and federal regulations; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Department of Transportation & Engineering has reviewed and
approved the proposed Project; and

WHEREAS, the extent of City streets and changes in their use are subject to review and
approval by the City Planning Commission, but no changes requiring the commission’s review
have been identified at this stage of the Project; and

WHEREAS, upon completion of the Project, ODOT and the City desire for the City to
continue its existing maintenance responsibilities for the right-of-way in the Project area, as
applicable, and other duties required by applicable state and federal law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

Section 1. That the City of Cincinnati consents to and shall cooperate with the Director of

the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”), on behalf of the State of Ohio, to facilitate the
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performance of construction activities as part of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor project
including the construction or reconstruction of the Brent Spence Bridge and the companion bridge
over the Ohio River from the State of Kentucky to Linn Street in the City of Cincinnati
(PID No. 116649) (the “Project”).

Section 2.  That the State of Ohio will assume and bear one hundred percent of the cost
of the improvements proposed as part of the Project.

Section 3. That the City shall bear one hundred percent of the cost of those features, if
any, requested by the City that ODOT and the Federal Highway Administration determine to be
unnecessary for the Project; as of the date of this ordinance, no such features have been identified.

Section 4. That the City agrees to make available to ODOT all City rights-of-way required
for the Project, including utility relocation, in accordance with current state and federal regulations
and subject to any additional City approvals required for the encumbrance or acquisition of City
property or change in use of City streets. The City acknowledges that all utility accommodation,
relocation, and reimbursement in connection with the Project will comply with the current
provisions of 23 C.F.R. 645 and the ODOT Utilities Manual.

Section 5. That, from time to time, change orders and extra-work contracts may be required
to fulfill the Project, and ODOT shall provide written notice to the City, which shall process such
as needed and contribute the City’s share of the costs of those items; as of the date of this ordinance,
no such costs have been identified.

Section 6. That, to the extent applicable and unless otherwise agreed, the City upon
completion of the Project shall: (1) provide adequate maintenance for the Project in accordance
with all applicable state and federal law, including, but not limited to, 23 U.S.C. Section 116;

(2) provide ample financial provisions, as necessary, for any City maintenance responsibilities in
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connection with the Project; (3) to the extent required by state and federal law, maintain the
right-of-way and keep it free of obstructions; and (4) hold said right-of-way inviolate for public
highway purposes.

Section 7. That the City Manager is hereby authorized to enter into any agreements and
process any change orders or extra-work orders connected thereto with the Director of ODOT, or
ODOT-prequalified consultants, as necessary to complete the Project in accordance with the terms
of this ordinance.

Section 8. That the City Manager is further authorized to execute any documents, upon the
request of ODOT, necessary to allow ODOT to recover damages or exercise its rights and remedies
under any contracts arising from any errors or omissions of any contractors or consultants.

Section 9. That the City Manager and the appropriate City officials are hereby authorized
to take all necessary and proper actions to cooperate with the Director of ODOT to facilitate the
Project.

Section 10. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest

period allowed by law.

Passed: , 2023

Aftab Pureval, Mayor

Attest:

Clerk
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801 Plum Street, Suste 348
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Phone: (513) 352-3466

Email: meeka.ow em((I cineinnati-oh. gov

City of Cincinnati

Web:  www.cincinnati-oh.gov

200501277

Meeka D. Owens

Cincinnati City Conncil
April 25, 2023
MOTION
WE MOVE for the City Administration to submit an application to the Federal Highway

Administration and / or Ohio Department of Transportation to have the City of Cincinnati
formalized as a participating agency.

Councilmember Ag;l—\

wens

STATEMENT

The City of Cincinnati has long been involved in the reconstruction of the Brent Spence Bridge
Corridor (BSBC) project, which runs through the urban heart of Cincinnati. Through the project
development from 2005 to present, City staff has engaged with the Ohio Department of
Transportation and provided feedback and guidance as to how the project impacts the local
transportation network and residents™ quality-of-life.

Federal Highway Administration regulations require that any Federal, state, tribal, regional, and
local government agencies that may have an interest in a project must be invited to serve as
participating agencies (see Attachment A (Letter from ODOT) and Attachment B (23 U.S.C.
139(d)(2))). The intent of a participating agency’s role is to enhance interagency coordination,
ensure that issues of concern are identified early, and encourage governmental agencies at any
level with an interest in the proposed project to be active participants in the NEPA process.

Tammy K. Campbell, ODOT District 8 Deputy Director, took the important step to invite the City
of Cincinnati to participate beyond the role of a traditional participating agency. We appreciate
this new, innovative way to include local government stakeholders at the table.

However as one of Ohio’s most populated metro areas, the City of Cincinnati has a major interest
in the development in the BSBC project. Therefore, we believe it to be in the best interest for the
City to formalize its role in the project as a participating agency. Taking this step expresses the
City’s commitment building the best bridge possible, and the promises we have made as a Council
to our residents.
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OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Mike DeWine, Governor Jack Marchbanks, Ph.D., Director

District 8

505 S. State Route 741, Lebanon, OH 45036
513-933-6568

transportation.chio.gov

September 13, 2022

Mayor Aftab Pureval

City of Cincinnati

801 Plum Street, Suite 150
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Dear Mayor Pureval,

| am writing to thank you and your team at the City for your continued support and input into the efforts to
complete the reconstruction of the Brent Spence Bridge Corridor (BSBC) within the City. The City’s
partnership on this project has been a tremendous benefit to us. Throughout the project development from
2005-present, City staff has engaged and supported our efforts by providing feedback and guidance with
respects to the project and specifically how it impacts their transportation network.

FHWA’s regulations require that any Federal, State, tribal, regional, and local government agencies that
may have an interest in the project must be invited to serve as participating agencies. [23 U.5.C.
139(d)(2)]. The intent of a participating agency's role is to enhance interagency coordination, ensure that
issues of concern are identified early, and encourage governmental agencies at any level with an interest in
the proposed project to be active participants in the NEPA process. As one of Ohio’s most populated metro
areas, the City of Cincinnati’s input into the BSB project is vital not only for Cincinnati’s success, but for
0ODOT's as well. ODOT’s view of the City goes beyond just a participating agency. ODOT considers the City
of Cincinnati as a primary stakeholder and a vital partner in the development of this project.

FHWA expects the roles and responsibilities of participating agencies to include:

« Participating in the NEPA process at the start of the NEPA scoping process when participating agency
identification occurs and invitations are sent. Agencies should provide input with regard to the
development of the purpose and need statement, range of alternatives, methodologies, and the level
of detail for the analysis of alternatives. The City was involved in this process beginning in 2005 until
2012 when the NEPA document was approved.

« Carrying out the agencies' obligations under other applicable laws concurrently with the review
required under NEPA, unless doing so would impair the ability of the agency to carry out those
obligations. (23 U.S.C. 13%(d)(7)(A))

« ldentifying, as early as practicable, any issues of concern regarding the project’s potential
environmental or socioeconomic impacts.

Providing meaningful and timely input on unresolved issues.

Reviewing any proposed project schedule provided by the lead agencies and providing either
concurrence and/or comments when a schedule is developed as part of the project's coordination
plan or when a schedule is developed as part of enhanced technical assistance.

« Reviewing draft environmental documentation as established in the project coordination plan.

Excellence in Government
ODOT is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider of Services
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Mayor Aftab Pureval
September 13, 2022
Page 2

To go beyond the traditional role of a participating agency, ODOT is looking for the City’s continued
cooperation as a true partner in the development of the BSBC project. ODOT’s goals for the project are
consistent with the City’s previously expressed goals to improve pedestrian and bicycles access and safety as
well as looking for opportunities for the use of green spaces and rectaimed land. Having the City’s thoughts
and expertise involved throughout the project development process is vital to the further development and
accomplishment of these goals. Whether we are discussing aesthetics or providing thoughts on the selection
of the Design-Build team, the City’s expertise will help to ensure that this project is poised to meet the
City’s current and future goals for their community as well as ODOT's.

Again, thank you for your continued support on this vital project.
i}ciely,

Tammy K. Czpbell, P.E.

District 8 Deputy Director
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23 USC 139: Efficient environmental reviews for project decisionmaking and One Federa: Decision
Text contains those laws in effect on April 17, 2023

From Title 23-HIGHWAYS
CHAPTER 1-FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS
Jump To:
Source Credit
Miscellaneous
References In Text
Codification
Prior Provisions
Amendments
Effective Date
Executive Documents

§139. Efficient environmental reviews for project decisictimaking and G2 Federal
Decision

(a) DeFinITIONS.-In this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) AGeNcY.-The term "agency" means any agency, department, or other unit of Federal, S22 laca' o7 nzan
tribal government.

(2) AUTHORIZATION.-The term "authorization" means any environmental licanse, pe mit 2
administrative decision related to the environmental review process that is requirec unde:
construct, or reconstruct a project.

(3) ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT.-The term "environmental document" includes an environmental assessment,
finding of no significant impact, notice of intent, environmental impact statement, cr racors ¢f decision undar the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

(4) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT.-The term "environmental impact statement’ means tne detzilec siztement
of environmental impacts required to be prepared under the National Environmenrta! Paiics Ao 27 1952 (42 1).3.C.
4321 et seq.).

(5) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS.-

(A) IN GENERAL.-The term "environmental review process" means the process for preparing for a project an
environmental impact statement, environmental assessment, categorical exclusion. or ~thar documant nrarared
under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4221 et sec.).

(B) INcLUSIONS.-The term "environmental review process" includes the process and schedule, inciuding 2
timetable for and completion of any environmental permit, approval, review, or study required for a project under
any Federal law other than the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 1) S.C. 4327 % sec.).

(6) LEAD AGENCY.-The term "lead agency" means the Department of Transportation ani. if azslcakle, amv Ztate or
local governmental entity serving as a joint lead agency pursuant to this section.
(7) MAJOR PROJECT.-
(A) IN GENERAL.-The term "major project’ means a project for which-
(i) multiple permits, approvals, reviews, or studies are required under a Federal law other inan the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);
(ii) the project sponsor has identified the reasonable availability of funds sufficient to complete the project;
(iii) the project is not a covered project (as defined in section 41001 of the FAST Act (42 U.S.C. 4370m)); and
(iv)(1) the head of the lead agency has determined that an environmental impact statement is required; or
(1) the head of the lead agency has determined that an environmental assessment is reauired. and the
project sponsor requests that the project be treated as a major project.

(B) CLARIFICATION.-In this section, the term "major project” does not have the same meanirg as the term "major
project" as described in section 106(h).

(8) MuLTIMODAL PROJECT.-The term "multimodal project” means a project that requires ‘he appreval of meré than
1 Department of Transportation operating administration or secretarial office.
(9) PROJECT.-

(A) IN GENERAL.-The term "project” means any highway project, public transportation capital project, or
multimodal project that, if implemented as proposed by the project sponsor, would require approval by any
operating administration or secretarial office within the Department of Transportation.

(B) ConsIDERATIONS.-In determining whether a project is a project under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall
take into account, if known, any sources of Federal funding or financing identified by the project sponsor, including
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any discretionary grant, loan, and loan guarantee programs administered by the Depar:ment ¢f iransporiaton.

(10) PROJECT SPONSOR.-The term "project sponsor” meens the agcency o~ othe- eniity. nzludng ary arivatz or
public-private entity, that seeks approval of the Secretary for 2 preject.
(11) STATE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT.-The term "State trensrortation depz-imert’ ~eors: an - wigrgne s

agency of a State with responsibility for one or more modes of transportatior.

(b) APPLICABILITY.-

(1) IN GENERAL.-The project development procedures in this sectior ara zop!cable to a'! prejects. including major
projects, for which an environmental impact statement is prepared under the Nationa' Enviror " olicy Aot (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) of 1969 and may be applied, as requested by a project spamsc and 2t ¢ @ “dates ned
appropriate by the Secretary, to other projects for which an environmental document is przparad pu rsiuant to such
Act.

(2) FLexiBiLITY.-Any authorities granted in this section may be exercised, and any requiremenis established under
this section may be satisfied, for a project, class of projects, or program of projects.

(3) PROGRAMMATIC COMPLIANCE.-

(A) IN GENERAL.-The Secretary shall allow for the use of programmatic apprcaches o consct ervironmental
reviews that-
(i) eliminate repetitive discussions of the same issues;
(i) focus on the actual issues ripe for analyses at each level of review; and
(ii) are consistent with-
(1) the National Environmental Policy Act of 1959 (42 U.S C. 4221 at sec.) and
(I1) other applicable laws.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.-In carrying out subparagraph (), the Secretary shall ensure tha: oregramma’ic reviaws-
(i) promote transparency, including the transparency of-
(1) the analyses and data used in the environmental reviews:
(1) the treatment of any deferred issues raised by agencias or the pugiic: and
(1) the temporal and spatial scales to be used {0 analyze issues under subclaus:

(i) use accurate and timely information, including through establishment of-
(1) criteria for determining the general duration of the usefulness of the review; z. 2
(1) a timeline for updating an out-of-date review:

(iii) describe-
(1) the relationship between any programmatic analysis and future tiered anaiysis: ard
(I1) the role of the public in the creation of future tiered analysis;

(iv) are available to other relevant Federal and State agencizss indian tribes znd . ~= p el an:
(v) provide notice and public comment opportunities consistent with appiicable ran: rasaps

(c) LEAD AGENCIES .-
(1) FEDERAL LEAD AGENCY.-
(A) INn GENERAL.-The Department of Transportation, or an cperating admiristration tharar Jacioparad = the
Secretary, shall be the Federal lead agency in the environmental review nrocz3ss fora ~oies
(B) MODAL ADMINISTRATION.-If the project requires approval from more than * modal ardnrimist-nfine yatih- the
Department, the Secretary may designate a single modal administrztion to serve as the Fecdzrz! ez 2gancy for
the Department in the environmental review process for the project.

(2) JoINT LEAD AGENCIES.-Nothing in this section precludes arother agency © naing ool
accordance with regulations under the National Environmental Policy Act of 19”@ mz UsSC 32
(3) PROJECT SPONSOR AS JOINT LEAD AGENCY.-Any project sponsor that is & State or 122! ¢< nartal o ity

receiving funds under this title or chapter 53 of title 49 for the project shall serve as a jOlnI lead zgency wur the
Department for purposes of preparing any environmenta! document under the National £:virer neata’ 2alicy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and may prepare any such environmental documant reguirzd in surpari of 2 -y action
or approval by the Secretary if the Federal lead agency furnishes guidance in such prepa ztic 1 :nd indepcndently
evaluates such document and the document is approved and adopted by the Secretary prior to the Secretary taking
any subsequent action or making any approval based on such document, whether or not ‘he Secretary's acticn or
approval results in Federal funding.

(4) ENSURING COMPLIANCE.-The Secretary shall ensure that the project sponsor compliss with all design and
mitigation commitments made jointly by the Secretary and the project sponsor in any environmenta! documen;
prepared by the project sponsor in accordance with this subsection and that such document is appropriateiy
supplemented if project changes become necessary.
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(5) ADOPTION AND USE OF DOCUMENTS.-Any environmeantal docy aant prepared in ¢ &acee
may be adopted or used by any Federal agency making any approval ic the sanws 2020
could adopt or use a document prepared by ancther Federzl agzncy
(6) ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITY OF LEAD AGENCY.-With respect to the environmental review process for any
project, the lead agency shall have authority and responsibility-
(A) to take such actions as are necessary and proper, within ‘he authority 2/ tha =ac 25e v, 5 echitae he
expeditious resolution of the environmental review process fo- 1= project
(B) to prepare or ensure that any required environmental impact statement or othar ¢ LCLmEnt e tirer t7 be
completed under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 e: seq | is 2o eed in
accordance with this section and applicable Federal law;
(C) to consider and respond to comments received from participating agencies ¢1 maiters vithin ire spesial
expertise or jurisdiction of those agencies: and
(D) to calculate annually the average time taken by the leac agency to compieie aii e »vironmenis: doo. ~ants
for each project during the previous fiscal year.

82 IeNncY

(7) PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS FOR PROJECTS.-
(A) IN GENERAL.-The Secretary shall review-

(i) existing practices, procedures, rules, regulaticns, and zoplicable ‘2we (0 ident™ prcimanis o - =siing
the requirements applicable to projects under this section: and
(ii) best practices, programmatic agreements, and potential changes 1 intzrrz. gz 7 woova 7oaces C s that

would facilitate an efficient environmental review process for orojects.

(B) CONSULTATION.-In conducting the review unde- sutparacaph (A e Seors o - ;z" sl 4
appropriate, with the heads of other Federal agencies that partizipate in the envicc me = roe pr

(C) RepoRT.-Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of the Surfacs Trans
Act of 2021, the Secretary shall submit to the Commitiee on Envircnmen: and Pub’c by i

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the “ouse of Represe~iatriaz 2 ranc bl inovdas.
(i) the results of the review under subparagraph (A); and
(ii) an analysis of whether additional funding wou'd balb tha Sacretar mect fhe rac ire masio zeniics o g

projects under this section.

(d) PARTICIPATING AGENCIES.-
1) IN GENERAL.-The lead agency shall be respeonsibic forinvitig and des'gnain. 2310 Lng acencies
p g d gag
accordance with this subsection.

(2) InviTATION.-Not |ater than 45 days after the date of puliiceton .t D : "nental
impact statement or the initiation of an environmental assessmani, ii 2!z g il o zderal
and non-Federal agencies that may have an interest in the project. and shzii inwite st ,h zenc
participating agencies in the environmental review process for the oroject. The myiiation « “ar

responses to be submitted. The deadliine may be extended by the \ead agency for gcod cause
(3) FEDERAL PARTICIPATING AGENCIES.-Any Federal agercy that is invited by the lead agericy o paricipaie 0 the

environmental review process for a project shall be designated as a participating agercy bv the iead agency nless
the invited agency mforms the lead agency, in writing, by the deadline specified in the invi:ation that 'he invited
agency-

(A) has no jurisdiction or authority with respect to the rrejec::

(B) has no expertise or information relevant to the project; and

(C) does not intend to submit comments on the project.

(4) EFFECT OF DESIGNATION.-
(A) REQUIREMENT .-A participating agency shall comply with the ~squiremants 2fthiz <z

(B) ImpPLICATION.-Designation as a participating agency under this subsectior shzif r ‘hntnae
participating agency-
(i) supports a proposed project; or
(i) has any jurisdiction over, or special expertise with respect to evaivation af e trojec
(5) COOPERATING AGENCY.-A participating agency may also ke designated by = lezt aQ 0 0% ITous Seng

agency" under the reguiations contained in part 1500 of title 40, Codz of Federai Rag
(6) DESIGNATIONS FOR CATEGORIES OF PROJECTS.-The Secretary may exercise the authorities gran-ed urcer this
subsection for a project, class of projects, or program of projects.
(7) CONCURRENT REVIEWS.-Each participating agency and cooperating agency shati-

(A) carry out the obligations of that agency under other applicable law concurrently. and in
review required under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4327 et seq. Salel-To)
would impair the ability of the Federal agency to conduct needed analysis or otherwise zarry out: hose onliyations;
and
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(B) formulate and implement administrative, policy. and prosedurai mashanamrs
completion of the environmental review process in a timely. coardirated, and enyvire

>3
3
o
J
—

2 > =nsure
e e S' 2 ~anner.

(8) SINGLE ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT.-

(A) In GENERAL.-Zxcept as inconsistent with parzgraph (7% 24 2x. g2t o0 o the
maximum extent practicable and consistent with Feceral law. ail Federai ot e )ject
shall rely on a single environmental document for eacn kind of & v rerme 1a1 ioc B L
National Environmental Policy Act of 1962 (42 J.S C 4321 el zac  undarthe =2 &l " fond ager

(B) USE OF DOCUMENT.-

(i) IN GENERAL.-To the maximum extent practicable. the lead zgency chzll daveion 5oy - -0 roo —onts
sufficient to satisfy the requirements for any Federa’ a~orov=! o- ottar Fege 20~ 0 a0 d o s oot
including authorizations by other Faderal agencies

(i) COOPERATION OF PARTICIPATING AGENCIES -Other particinating agan Pole oz i the ad
agency and provide timely information to help the lead 2gency carry out th IS EIT
(C) TREATMENT AS PARTICIPATING AND COOFERATING AZENC B3 oooozioow proval

or take an action for a project, as described in subparagraps T 0w SENEN ©omote reect to
ensure that the agency making the approval or taking the acti- st 22zl @s "=, W00 < - e a0
cooperating agency for the project.

(D) ExcepTiONS.-The lead agency may waive the appiication of subpa-agrain act ¢ 2 pre ootif-

(i) the project sponsor requests that agencies isste separate anvirormenia

(ii) the obligations of a cooperating agency or pariicipating zgercy under th licy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) have already bean sztisiat win o : e

(iii) the lead agency determines that reliance on a single envirormer:al gcourent -
subparagraph (A)) would not facilitate timely complaticr 0f “he snvirnare~in -= 2y :ot.

(9) PARTICIPATING AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.-An agency participating in the environme: . al teview sirose
this section shall-
(A) provide comments, responses. studies, cr methodo'ogzias or thoss sress v o e e et o o
jurisdiction of the agency; and
(B) use the process to address any environmental :ssuas of cornarn i ba -~

(10) TIMELY AUTHORIZATIONS FOR MAJOR PROJECTS.-

(A) DEADLINE.-Except as provided in subparagraph /T, ail stthc s
construction of a major project shall be completed by rot late- thzn
record of decision for the major project.

(B) DETAIL.-The final environmentai impact statement o7 2 rogicr drorect s~ b 7 o zhiat 20 a0s of detail
to inform decisions necessary for the role of the participating acercing and 2c10 > Coer
environmental review process.

S
e R TN =}

(C) EXTENSION OF DEADLINE.-The head of the lead agency may extend the c‘cacuns 20 iA) if-
(i} Federal law prohibits the lead agency or another agency from issuing 2n aporo s e
period described in that subparagraph:
(ii) the project sponsor requests that the permit o~ anproval follow 2 Aiffera-? tinatra: o
(iii) an extension would facilitate completion of th= envircnmert2| revievy = F snong
maijor project.
(e) PROJECT INITIATION.-

(1) IN GENERAL.-The project sponsor shali notify the Szcoatan iz bne clv sl =0 5
location of the proposed project (including any adiditional ir"armation tr at ‘[ QOGS L R
important to initiate the process for the proposed project}. together with a sizternent - Al a2
anticipated to be necessary for the proposed project. for the purpose of mfc Tang che Detomers e
environmental review process should bz initiated.

(2) SuBMISSION OF DOCUMENTS.-The project sponsor may satisfy the requiremeri wnoirpzzirann 4o
submitting to the Secretary any relevant documents cor‘aining the iv"ormaiion Jesn Lz IR 11 iuding
a draft notice for publication in the Federal Register anncuncing the greparation of an anvi-onmanta review: or the
project.

(3) REVIEW OF APPLICATION.-Not later than 45 days after the date on which the Secra
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall provide to the project sponsor a written responss {hz:
(A) describes the determination of the Secretary-

(i) to initiate the environmental review process, ircluding 2 timeline end an evyect=u ce.e o e puvicationin
the Federal Register of the relevant notice of intent: or
(ii) to decline the application, including an explanation of the reasons for that Jzciz o) ¢
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(B) requests additional information, a2nd provides to the project ssonsor 21 ¢ scownur
documentation is necessary to initiate the environmental review process.

(4) REQUEST TO DESIGNATE A LEAD AGENCV.-

(A) IN GENERAL.-Any project sponscr may submit to the Jecretsry arecues o 7 s
administration or secretarial office within the Department of Tra nspoﬁatic nwith ine 2
project to serve as the Federal lead agency for the projec:

(B) SECRETARIAL ACTION.-

(i) IN GENERAL.-If the Secretary receives a request under subparagraph (4). th: 3- oisiz 5« &5 (o the
request not later than 45 days after the date of receint.
(i) REQUIREMENTS.-The response under clause {i) shall.
(I) approve the request;
(I1) deny the request. with an explanation of the reasons for “he denigi: o
(1) require the submission of additiona! information.

ot 2d

(ii) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.-If additional information is stibn

HEG N ecosioann SoLavs o,z

Secretary shall respond to the submission nct later than 45 days afizr the dziz <7z
(5) ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST.-

(A) DeEVELOPMENT.-The lead ager:zy for 2 pro, 2ol i curs. i"g‘*v L PR T FE O A E R W13
appropriate, a checkiist to help project sponsors icdenis notent N R e T 1]
area of the project.

(B) PurpPOSE.-The purposes of the checklist are-

(i) to identify agencies and organizations that can provide informenon abg i nzu s gotral 200 s o g

resources;
(i) to develop the information needed to determine the rarc=
(iii) to improve interagency collaboration to help expedite tre =
participating agencies.

(f) PURPOSE AND NEED; ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS.-

(1) PARTICIPATION.-As early as practicable during the -mvuronmemar revisw proces
an opportunity for involvement by participating agencies znd the nuihcir ¢=firi o f‘v:-- i
project.

(2) DEFINITION.-Foilowing participation under paragranh (1). the .es¢ sgercy s o L rs oo o se and
need for purposes of any document which the lead agency is rasponsivie o orea e ¢ o 0w o

(3) OByeECTIVES.-The statement of purpose and need shalt include a clear staterneni o e oujectives iz e
proposed action is intended to achieve, which may include-

-, arovide

(A) achieving a transportation objective identified in an applicakic statewide or - oo =D - nlan;
(B) supporting land use, economic development. or growth obje@nxrc asiayicne o tate,
local, or tribal plans: and
(C) serving national defense, naticnal security, or other nationa anwtves Ss gsiny oo e o e
plans, or policies.
(4) ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS.-
(A) PARTICIPATION -

(i) In general.-As early as practicabie during the 2nvicormz="3 20 0> o1 3 A suide
an opportunity for involvement by participating agencizs anc the public - cerz e o0 B v oo -atives
to be considered for a project.

(i) COMMENTS OF PARTICIPATING AGENCIES.-TO the maximum extent oractiain: =+ ¢~ Lo anvlicable
law, each participating agency receiving an opportunity for involvemen: under craus: 1 s o 3l a2 o - ments
of the agency to subject matter areas within the speciz! exoartiss or jurizteinn otor s o- ’

(iif) EFFECT OF NONPARTICIPATION.-A narticipating 2gency *aat dantiras tn wapro s 2 m o co oo - of the
purpose and need and range of alternatives for a project shall be requirad tc corzy i i e oo auia
developed under subsection (g)(1)(B).

(B) RANGE OF ALTERNATIVES .-

(i) DETERMINATION.-Following participation under subpaieg R j
range of alternatives for consideration in any docuir.eni wric! © o anariog for
the project.

(i) Use.-To the maximum extent practicable and consistent with Federal law. tha r:
determined for a project under clause (i) shall be used for all Federal environmentai
processes required for the project unless the alternatives must be medified-

(1) to address sngnufcant new mformatnon or circumstancss. and the leaw

YOO e DTG o2ncies
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(I1) for the lead agency or a participating agency to fulfi ins responsitilities
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U S.C. 43214 2t s2q.) i» 2 fHimaly 2

(C) MeTHODOLOGIES.-The lead agency also shall ceiz/ming. i colishoration vith paraing g
appropriate times during the study process, the methcdciogies o be used end the lsvei of dets
analysis of each alternative for a project.

(D) PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE.-At the discretion of the lead agency. the nreferred a
being identified, may be developed ic a higher level of datail than cther 2'w@irstves
development of mitigation measures or concurrent compliance wiir otrer apolizable iz,
determines that the development of such higher leve! of detail Wil 2t vepant s lagd
impartial decision as to whether to accept another alternative which is heing considers
review process.

{E) REDUCTION OF DUPLICATION.-

(i) IN GENERAL.-In carrying out this paragraph, the lead agency shall reduce dupiication. "o the maxn 1
extent practicable, between-
(1) the evaluation of alternatives under tha Naticnal Envirormenial Policy Aot af “980 (4211 S 0O A5 ef
seq.); and
(1) the evaluation of alternatives in the metropolitan transporiatior planring nrocss
an environmental review process carried out undar Stats izw fraferred t¢ in t- )
environmental review process")

(i) CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES.-The [2ad agercy may el
alternative proposed in an environmentzal imgact statementiagzrd’
agency-

(1) the alternative was considered in a mietropoiitan planring proczss o 2 3tale e
process by a metropolitan planning orgenization or 2 State or tocal i ansporaton £gan

(I) the lead agency provided guidance to the metropolitan planning organizatior or 8
transportation agency, as applicable, regarding analysis of alternatuves in the metrop oluan o!:mmng DINCEss
or State environmental review process, including uidanca or he recuirenenis 97 e Netions! S o mental

Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and any othar Fe:l*:a. lzvw necessary for ago o ! of .m,_ v ');ect

(lll) the applicable metropolitan planning process or State environmenial review process included
opportunity for public review and comment:

(IV) the applicable metropolitan planning organization or State oF 0Cai 2SR TEICH L8 Ly "&ecias fhe
alternative after considering public comments;
(V) the Federal lead agency independently revieved the aliermetive evelial 30 2 3vn a0 oy g @000 sable

metropolitan planning organization or State or iocal iransportation agency ™ zne’
(V1) the Federal lead agency determined-

(aa) in consuitation with Federal participating or cooperating agencies. that the zitematie ':
eliminated from consideration is not necessary for compliance with the Naticnal Znvirenmeni:
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); or

(bb} with the concurrence of Federal agencies with jurisdiction cver # pamyit o- ang-vgd reo
project, that the alternative to be eliminated from consideration is not necaegsary fargr nerr !
under any other Federal law.

(g) COORDINATION AND SCHEDULING.-
(1) COORDINATION PLAN.-
(A) IN GENERAL.-Not later than 9C days after the date of publicaiion of & nciice of :n‘ : naTE En
environmental impact statement or the initiation of an envirenmsantal assessmant, the Gy sl establish
avisy orgr =35 fora
faode o oding.

a plan for coordinating public and agency participation in and comment on the environ
project or category of projects. The coordination plan ragy he inceoiated inte »inan e
(B) SCHEDULE.-

(i) IN GENERAL.-The lead agency shall estsblish as part of such ccerdination pian, afler corsuitation vitiy and
the concurrence of each participating agency for the project and with the State in which the preiectis locsied
(and, if the State is not the project sponsor. with the project sponsor). a schedule for compiztion ¢7 the
environmental review process for the project.

(i) FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION.-In establishing the schedulz, tha l2ad eganc, shai sensid o eters tuch
as-

(1) the responsibilities of participating agencies under applicable lsws:

(11) resources available to the cooperating agencies;

(111) overall size and complexity of the project;

(V) the overall time required by an agency to conduct an environmentai review and mzie decisions under
applicable Federal law relating to a project (including the issuance or denial of a permit o« licerise) ane ‘he
cost of the project; and

(V) the sensitivity of the natural and historic resources that couid be affectad by the orojeci,

on

40



(iii) MAJOR PROJECT SCHEDULE -Tc the meximur exient practizal e end ~onalvas e onrasiia
law, in the case of a major project, the lead agency shali deveiop, in conclirrence wills the -wroy ct sponses
schedule for the major project that is consistent with an agency averags of not more ihar 2 vears “r ths
completion of the environmental review process for major nro‘ects. 25 massiman o 3z u-

(1) the date of publication of 2 notice of intent to nrepare an envirenmenial impats siztae
decision: or

(1) the date on which the head of the lead agenav defarminas tha an a=virgame 12’ reseusrerd
required to a finding of no significant impact.

e

(C) CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER TIVE PERIODS.~A schedule unda: subnzrs
other relevant time periods establishad under Fedaral iz,
(D) McDiFICATION.-
(i) In GENERAL.-Except as provided in clause (ii). the lead sgency My e »e v iz zosohedy o
established under subparagraph (3) for good cause.
(i) EXCEPTIONS.-
() MAJOR PROJECTS.-In the case of a major project, the lead agancy may lengite
(i) for a cooperating Federal agency by noi more than 1 yazr afia- th= intaci dezdi -z
project by the iead agency.
(1) SHORTENED SCHEDULES.-The lead agency may nct sho=er a scheduls under clavse (4 §F doing 20
would impair the ability of a cooperating Federal agency to conduct necessary ane:
relevant obligations of the Federal agency for the project.

o)
oy
)
.
oy
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(E) FAILURE TO MEET DEADLINE.-If a cooperating Federal agency fiis 1o masi 3 deati = astebisnad ey
subparagraph (D)(ii)(!)-
(i} the cooperating Federal agency shall submit to the Secretary a repor: izt descrines e rezsons wihy the
deadline was not met; and
(ii) the Secretary shall-
(1) transmit to the Committee on Environment and Public Werks of the ¢ ,e ate and the Corvmdtes o
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives 2 cory ~f the mernr Under gizuse - and
(1) make the report under clause (i) publicly available on the internet.

(F) DisseMINATION.-A copy of a schedule under subparagraph (8). and of ¢y madifalions o e s e,
shall be-
(i) provided to all participating agencies and to the Stat
project is located (and, if the State is not the project spors
(i) made available to the public.

ate depariczy ~fie Stata nah, the
Q

t

(2) CoMMENT DEADLINES.-The lead agency shall establish the following deadiines for comment during the
environmental review process for a project
(A) For comments by agencies and the public on a draft environmental impact statermsni. s peniod of not nore
than 60 days after publication in the Federal Register of notice of the datz of pubiic availabiity of such drsument,
unless-
(i) a different deadline is established by agreement of the lead agency, the project sponacr, a6 all
participating agencies; or
(ii) the deadline is extended by the lead agency for good cause.

(B) For all other comment periods established by the lead agency for agency or public cemments in thr
environmental review process, a period of no more thar 30 dovs frorm availahilite of tho mz iy
comment is requested, unless-

(i) a different deadline is established by agreement of the 'ead agency, thz prcjent enomanr o af
participating agencies; or
(i) the deadline is extended by the lead agency for good cause

(3) DEADLINES FOR DECISIONS UNDER OTHER LAWS.~In any case in which z dession undar oy F:
to a project (including the issuance or denial of a permit or license) is required to be made by 12 later of the vate
that is 180 days after the date on which the Secretary made all final decisions of the lead agency wiih respec: to the
project, or 180 days after the date on which an application was submitted for the permit or licensea, the Sacrsfary

shall submit to the Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate and the Commitiee on Transportation

and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and publish on the Internet-
(A) as soon as practicable after the 180-day period, an initial notice of the failure of the Federa’ agency o make
the decision; and

oo ine enerd of

vne 2 clause
2t fe 2 major

¥S835 Or oinerwise carry out
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(B) every 60 days thereafter until such date as all ceaisions ciffie Feasig: o0 v 220 L = (G ave
been made by the Federai agency, an additionai notice that dasci TE LTI ST T SR
agency that remain outstanding as o1 the date of the =dationa: no ce.

(4) INVOLVEMENT OF THE PUBLIC.-Nothing in this subsention -2l radige 20 : v
comment in the environmental review process under exicting Fedarai oy S s
(R) ISSUE IDENTIFICATICN AND RESOLUTCN -

(1) CooreRrATION.-The lead agency ard 't a participutr ¢ zgs T SR .~ this
section to identify and resolve issues that cculd delay moletio* o envorments! e taw oo res o0 T result
in denial of any approvals required for the project unde spglicat’s 248

(2) LEAD AGENCY RZSPONSIBILITIES. - he leac zgendy shall mzxe s . ‘ N
agencies as early as practicable in the srvircnae vVal o ew oo o
socioeconomic resources located within the project 2- i €2 I
consideration. Such i~formation may bz basad on R T - T 2o s a2ms
mapping.

(3) PARTICIPATING AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES -Eas d on nfcrmaticr recely ngoad noen .dng
agencies shall identify, as early as pract 'cabl any issugs o ccneeri 2 'S . nental
or socioeconomic impacts. In this paragrapt, isstzs of ccreem inch & ayor
prevent an agency frorm granting a perit ¢~ otnc pprcetthal s cad

(4) IsSUE RESOLUTICN.-Any {ssue rescived by the leac a agency with ihe coac. werce of tzoooetitr age i3 may
not be reconsidered unless significant new inferma®on o+ tircumstancas 2 =

(5) INTERIM DECISICN ON ACHIEVING ACCELZRATED DECISION VA N3 -

(A) IN GENERAL.-Not later than 30 days after the cloee of the ouohc cormment fw od o a ovalt anvroriental
impact statement, the Secretary mey convena a mgatvg will Te vy ot : 3
agencies, and any relevant State agzncies to erzurz ERS ! P

decisions to be made regarding the project.

(B) DEADLINES.-The deadlines referred to in subparagraph (A) shall he inoss
or any other deadlines established by the lead a2gency. in consuliation wii ihe 9i
agencies.

(C) FAILURE TO ASSURE.-If the relevant agencias camror aror w2 sazap- 23 S
described in subparagraph (B) will be met. the Secretary mav m dewmheiisae rese
described under paragraph (8) before the completion of the rencrd of dec s

(6) ACCELERATED ISSUE RESOLUTION AND REFEFRRA. -
(A) AGENCY ISSLE RESOLUTION MEETING -
(i) IN GENERAL.-A Federal agency of jurisciction, nro i soarenr arie o o o @ ooa e e s ooroject
is located may request an issue resolution meetmg to be conducted bv the weac ogaes

(i) ACTION BY LEAD AGENCY.-The lead agency shall conyans aqissye ean’ 000 20 Ywith
the relevant participating agencies and the proiect snonsor inclucing the 2o aryir o0 Coamssnac e
requested by the Governor, to resolve issues that could-

() delay completion of the environmental review nrocess: o~
(1) result in denial of any apprevals required for tha nroies: under s aniris <o

(iii) DATE.-A meeting requested under this subparagraph shalide heid v oo o wrwan T deas 380 s date
of receipt of the request for the meeting, unless the lezad zganay qelorn nes et fren s 0 oo e se e dend
the time for the meeting.

(iv) NoTIFICATION.-On receipt of a request 7or a meeting un gignr thelorn zreony oo notify

all relevant participating agencies of the request. including = {
meeting.

(v) DispuTES.-If a relevant participating agency with jurisdiction over an annrova: require:! for & Jroject under
applicable law determines that the relevant information necessary to resolve ihe ssuz has ¢l He=n ob 2 ned
and could not have been obtained within a reasonable time. but the lead agency disegres: ihe resolunc - of the
dispute shall be forwarded to the heads of the relevant agzancies for reso'uticr

(vi) CONVENTION BY LEAD AGENCY.-A lead agency may ccnvenre an issue rasa iio
subsection at any time without the request of the Federal agency of jurisdiciicr »romait s
Govemor of a State.

(B) ELEVATION OF ISSUE RESOLUTION.-

(i) IN GENERAL.-If issue resolution is not achieved by not later than 30 days e,ftfv*
meeting under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall notify the tead agency. ihe
participating agencies, and the project sponsor (inciuding the Governor coniy ftm inita
request came from the Governor) that an issue resolution meeting will be converec.

1 eeting
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(i) REQUIREMENTS.-The Secretary shall identify the issues {o e adriress A at the Hizelng 222 ornvne the
meeting not fater than 30 days after the date of issuance of the noticz.

{C) REFERRAL OF {SSUE RESOLUTION..-
(i) REFERRAL TO COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY.
(1) INn GENERAL.-If resolution is not achieved by not later than 30 davs afer the dzie of ¢
meeting under subparagraph (B). the Secretary shall refer tne ratier to
(I} MeeTING -Mot later than 30 days after the date of recaint of 2 refenra: o
subclause (), the Council on Environmental Quality shall hold an issue resoluion meegting wih ine iead
agency, the heads of relevant participating agencies, and the proiect sporsor incivding tne Govamne anly if
an initial request for an issue resolution meeting came from the Govarmor:.

(i) REFERRAL TO THE PRESIDENT.-If a resolution is not achisved by rot later than 30 davs zfar the 42 of the
meeting convened by the Council on Environmental Quality under clause (i)(11), the Secreiary shati refer the
matter directly to the President.

(7) FINANCIAL PENALTY PROVISIONS .~
(A) IN GENERAL.-A Federal agency of jurisdiction over ar approval reguived fr a ae2j3ol Lrdes apica™
shall complete any required approval on an expeditious Hasis using the shorest 2xisting @
(B) FAILURE TO DECIDE.-

(i) IN GENERAL.-if an 2gency described in subparagrani (2 fails to raa s
relating to a project that requires the preparation of an envirorme-tal oot ¢ : &
assessment, including the issuance or denial of a permit, license, or other approval b) tne da e describad in
clause (i), an amount of furiding equal to the amounts specified in subslause [ {7 rescindszl rom
the applicable ofiice of the head of the agency, or equivalent office to which the author y for rendering o2
decision has been delegated by law by not iater than 1 day after the applicabie date under clauss (i), anc once
each week thereafter until a final decision is rendered. QUbjF'"I to subpzragraph (-

() $20,000 for any project for which ar annual financial plan is recuired Undsr s sacion o0 o
section 106; or

(1) $10,000 for any other project requiring preparation of ar environmental assessmart or 2nvircnimantal
impact statement.

sion under any Fedwsrn law

S i g

(il DESCRIPTION OF DATE.-The date referred to in clavse i) iz-
(1) the date that is 30 days afier the date for rendering a decisicn as dessrioe 1
established pursuant to subsection (g)(1)(B);
() if no schedule exists, the later of-
(aa) the date that is 180 days after the date on which an application for the perimit. license. or gpproval is
complete; and
(bb) the date that is 180 days after the date on which the Federa! iead acsnay ssuns a deision oo the
project under the National Environmental Policy Act of 196¢ (42 U.5.C. 4377 et seq ), or

2 ponect scheda: 2

(1) a2 modified date in accordance with subsection (g¥(1}(D

(C) LIMITATIONS.-

(i) IN GENERAL.-NoO rescission of funds under subparagreph (R) relating to an mdividve’ "w)jf*c': shall m'*m':l
in any fiscal year, an amount equal to 2.5 percent of the funds made avaiiable fcr th e
(i) FAILURE TO DECIDE.-The total amount rescinded in a fiscal vear g5 a resul’ o7
make a decision by an applicable deadline shall not exceed ar ameunt eguaito 7 pn e

available for the applicable agency office for that fiscal year.

(D) NO FAULT OF AGENCY.-A rescission of funds under *his paragiaph shal not bs v 2ls if the leas agency for
the project certifies that-

(i) the agency has not received necessary information or approvals from ancthzr e1tity. such as the or m..t
sponsor, in a manner that affects the ability of the agency to mset any requirements under Stalz iccel ¢
Federal law; or

(ii) significant new information or circumstances, including a major modifination tc an asrect of the projact,
requires additional analysis for the agency to make a decision on the project appiication.

(E) LimiTaTiON.-The Federal agency with jurisdiction for the decision from which funds are rescinded pursuant to
this paragraph shall not reprogram funds to the office of the head of the agency, or equivalent office. to reimaurse
that office for the loss of the funds.

(F) AupiTs.-In any fiscal year in which any funds are rescinded from a Federal agency pursuarnt to this
paragraph, the Inspector General of that agency shall-
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(i) conduct an audit to assess compliance vith the reciiremarcs of {ive nasagragh oo

(i) not later than 120 days after the end of the fiscal year during wnizihy the resciss
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate and the Commitise on
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a repor: describing the r2as0ns why 1

including allocations of resources.

(G) EFFeCT OF PARAGRAPH.-Nothing in this paragranh effects or imits *ha =2 vicaion <f o 0is
with, any Federal, State, local. or trihzi law

expeditiously made-

(A) adequate resources made available under this Yile shail t
environmental reviews under the Neticnal Environmentz 2
completed on an expeditious basis and thzt tha shortest ek
implemented; and

(B) the President shall submit to the Commitiee on Transpso tation ast’
Representatives and the Committee o Environm ent and Pubiic Works ¢
once every 120 days after the date of enaciment of the MAP-21, & rapor: on
following projects and activities funded under this title with ~ggneci i aomntia
under the Nationa! Environmental Policy Azt of 1969 742 i R ONFACP ef 5

(i) A sample of not less than 5 percent of the projacis :eau:ring prepara’
statement or envircnmental assessment in ezsh Stata

(i) PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT.-The Secretery shall esteb™am 2 sora © me-s
toward improving and expediting the planning and environmental review procass
(i) ASSISTANCE TO AFFECTED STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES -

(1) IN GENERAL.-

(A) AUTHORITY TC PROVIDE FUNDS -The Secretary rizv alicwy a3 public ertity recgiving finansiz] ssaistance fi
the Department of Transportation under this title or chapter 53 of title 49 io provide func's to Federal 2gen
(including the Department), State agencies, and Indian tribes participatirg in -2 ernremena! ray
the project or program.

(B) Use OF FUNDS.-Funds referred to in svhparagresh ‘&) g ba orovien o in avpner =200 e U dir
and meaningfully contribute to expediting and improving ;:em ining and review processes, incuding slanrirg
approval, and consultation processes for the project or program

(2) ACTIVITIES ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING.-Activities for which funds may be previcea under pafﬁ(,mp‘“ {hyincie ‘e
transportation planning activities that precede the initiation of the envirenmeniat revisw process :
related to the environmental review process. dedicated staffing. training of agency persorrel i-izrmaron gai-ering
and mapping, and development of programmatic agreemenis

(3) USE OF FEDERAL LANDS HIGHWAY FUNDS.-The Secretary mav aisc use funds made availan

204 1fora project for the purposes specified in this subsacticn with - spe:f to the environmentat revi
the project.

(4) AMOUNTS.~-Requests under paragraph (1) may be approved only for the acdite-zlz waur s
determines are necessary for the ~ederal agencizs, State agercies, or Indizn tribes p?rlr'oqt'r girihe
environmental review process to meet the time limits for environmenta! review.

(5) ConpITION.-A request under paragraph (1) to expedite time limits for envirenmental review mav e approved
only if such time limits are less than the customary time necessarv for such review

(6) AGREEMENT -Prior to providing funds approved by the Secretary for decicated siaffing at
under paragraphs (1) and (2), the affected agency and the requesting public antity shalt e~tar
establishes the projects and priorities to be addressed by the use of the furcs.

“ oty
SN Y

ied zczncy

gree ~unt that

(k) JubiciaL REVIEW AND SAVINGS CLAUSE.-
(1) JubiciaL REVIEW .-Except as set forth under subsection (f), nothing in this section shall affect the raviewaility of
any final Federal agency action in a court of the United States or i (e cour! of any Stzie
(2) Savinas crause.-Nothing in this section shall be construed as suparsading, amending, > redifing e
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 &t seu.) or any cther Federal environmeaniz! stzuute or
affect the responsibility of any Federal officer to comply with or enforce any such statuie.
(3) LimiTaTions.-Nothing in this section shall preempt or interfere with-
(A) any practice of seeking, considering, or responding ic public comment: or
(B) any power, jurisdiction, responsibility, or authority that a Federal, State, or locai governmen:
metropolitan planning organization, Indian tribe, or project sponsor has with respect to carrying out
any other provisions of law applicable to projects, plans, or programs.

2Gency.
. proieci or
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() LimitaTions oN CLAaIMS.-

review of a permit, license, or approval issued by a Federai agency for a vy
project shall be barred unless it is filed vithin 150 davs aftar publication 254 o
announcing that the permit, licensa, or zzproval is finzgl ¢
unless a shorter time is specified in the Fadarai l2w purs:
subsection shall create a right to judicial review or plaoe any it o
terms of a permit, license, or approval.

(2) NEw INFORMATION.-The Secretary shail consider new information recaived afier the close of 2 cemmsen period
if the information satisfies the requirements for 2 supplementa! envircnmentia! imnact slat\ me-ri hle
771.130 of title 23, Code of Federal Regulaticns. The granaration of a sunn :
when required shall be considered a separate final agercy action ard thea deadh
review of such action shall be 150 days zafter the date of publication of a netics i~
such action.

el ey

j=claiming. e

(m) ENHANCED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND ACCELERATED PROJECT COMPLE
(1) DEFINITION OF COVERED PROJECT.-In this subsection, the tarm "covers
(A) that has an ongoing environmental impact statement under the Nzt
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); and
(B) for which at least 2 years, beginning on the date on which & notice of intent is issuad, have slzosea without
the issuance of & record of decision.

ot o7 1069

(2) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.-AL the reguest of a project sponsor or the Governor of 2 State
located, the Secretary shall provide additional technical assisiance o “esoivs fo- 2 tover=2 promel
issues and project delay, including by-

(A) providing additional staff, training. and expertise;
(B) facilitating interagency coordination:

{C) promoting mere <fficient collaboration; and

(D) supplying specialized onsite assistance.

z proiact is
Heianding

(3) ScOPE OF WORK .-

(A) In GENERAL.-In providing technical assistance for a covered project under this suosection. the Secreiary
shall establish a scope of work that describes the actions that the Secretary wili take to rescive the outstanding
issues and project delays, including estabiishing a schedule under subparagraph {2}

(B) SCHEDULE -

(i) IN GENERAL.-The Secretary shall establish anc mest a s“i oo
review, or study, required for the covered project by the cata ‘.1:.: 3 notiaisr har L ovears &

a notice of intent for the covered project is issued.

(i) IncLusions.-The schedule under clause (i) shall-
(I) comply with all applicable laws;

(1) require the concurrence of the Council on Envirormentai Quality are sach nurticis =ting 2o :pov for the
project with the State in which the project is located or the nroject spensor as ans
(1) reflect any new information that becomes availahle and any changes in ¢ircurstances that may result
in new significant impacts that could affect the timeline for completion of any permit. approvz!, raview. or study

required for the covered project.

e of

- aermit. anproval,
- thie date sn which

N-m(‘ A

(4) CoNSULTATION.-In providing technical assistance for a covared project undaer
shall consult, if appropriate, with resource and participating agancies on all mzinc
outstanding issues and project delays for a covered projeci 25 expeditiously as possible.

(5) ENFORCEMENT.-

(A) IN GENERAL.-AIl provisions of this section shall apply to this subsection, noiuding the financial penalty

provisions under subsection (h)(6).

(B) ResTRICTION.-If the Secretary enforcss this subsecticn under subsestior ()

date included in a schedule under paragraph (3)(B) that is created nursuant to

subsection in lieu of the dates under subsection (h)(6)(B)(ii).

(n) ACCELERATED DECISIONMAKING IN ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS.-

(1) IN GENERAL.-In preparing a final environmental impact statement under the Mationz! Snvirenmisrai Policy Act
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), if the lead agency modifies the staiement in response 1o convrents (nat arg minor
and are confined to factual corrections or explanations of why the comments do not wairan: 2ddition i
response, the lead agency may write on errata sheets attached to the statement instead o1 rewriting ¢
statement, subject to the condition that the errata sheets-

(A) cite the sources, authorities, and reasons that support the position of the agency. 2nc
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(B} if appropriate, indicate the circumstances that wouid frigger agency reannraind ¢ Ut o reseoras

(2) SINGLE DOCUMENT.-T0 the maximum exteni practicable. the p e eingle
document that consists of a final envirormental impact <‘91~m::n‘ anc
(A) the final environmental impact statement makes suastantia! oh : levant

to environmental or safety concerns; or
(B) there is a sigrificant new circumstance or information raleyaai 10 a~vipaneereal o oaegrag cha
proposed action or the impacts of the proposed action.

~nthe

(3) LENGTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT,
(A) IN GENERAL.-Notwithstanding any other provision of [aw and except as srovded aragresh (B). ‘o the
maximum extent practicable, the text of the itams described in paragraphs (4) through {3) of section 1502 w(a) of
title 40, Code of Federat Regulaticns (cr successor msgulations) of sq spurann s mnant Lfak St
project shall be 200 pages or fawer.
(B) EXemPTION.-An environmental impact statement for a projact may axsesd 200 negas 7
establishes 2 new page limit for the envircnmentai imp22t staten-ent for that proiact

(0) IMPROVING TRANSPARENCY IN ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS -
(1) IN GENZRAL.-Nct later than 18 months after the daia of enac’msnt cfthis sotsestion tha Seoraiey am i
{A) use the searchable Internet website mzaintainec under section L1003(L . f the FAS
(i) to make publicly available the status and progress of pro;ec S requiring an &nvircan
environmental impact statement with respect 0 compliance vtk appiicebls requiremenis of i
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and ary other Fzderal. Sizie. o fuc:;;‘ ::,ODIO\‘EI
required for those projects; and
(i) to make publicly available the names of participating 2gencies not pariicinating in the devslcomeni of a
project purpose and need and range of aiternatives under subsection (f): and

(B) issue reporting standards to meet the requirements of subparagraph (A}

(2) FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL AGENCY PARTICIPATION.~

(A) FEDERAL AGENCIES.-A Federal agency participating in the environmenta! revisw & pervitting process for a
project shall provide to the Secretary information regarding the status anc prong f‘zne a "mva! of the ©roj
for publication on the Internet website referred to in paragraph (1}(A), consistent with th: einndaris aswebi=ed

under paragraph (1)(B).

(B) STATE AND LOCAL AGENCIES.-The Secretary shall encourzge State and icoz! agercies participaiing in the
environmental review permitting process for a project to provide information regarding the sitatus and prograss of
the approval of the project for publication on the Internet website referred to in paragraph (1}(A).

(3) STATES WITH DELEGATED AUTHORITY.-A State with delegated authority ‘or responsibiities incer e Motonal
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) pursuant to section 327 shall be reg.,unsibve for stpplying
to the Secretary project deveiopment and compliance status for all applicable proiects

{p) ACCOUNTABILITY AND REPORTING FOR MAJOR PROJECTS.-
(1) IN GENERAL.-The Secretary shall establish 2 performance accountability system te track each maior preject.
(2) REQUIREMENTS.-The performance accountability system under paragraph (1) shall. for ezch major project,
track, at a minimum-
(A} the environmental review process for the major project, including the preiect schecule:
(B) whether the lead agency, cooperating agencies, and participating agencies are meeting tha schedu.a
established for the environmental review process; and
(C) the time taken to complete the environmental review process

() DEVELOPMENT OF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS.-

(1) IN GENERAL.-Not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of this subseaction, and every < years iereafter,

the Secretary shall-

(A) in consultation with the agencies described in pacagraph (2}, identify the categorical exciusions desciibed in
section 771.117 of title 23, Code of Fedearal Regulations (or successor reguiations), that would acceleraie celivery
of a project if those categorical exclusions were available to those agencies:

(B) collect existing documentation and substantiating information cn the categoricai exciusions describ<s in
subparagraph (A); and

(C) provide to each agency described in paragraph (2)-

(i) a list of the categorical exclusions identified under subparagraph (A); and
(ii) the documentation and substantiating information under subparagraph (3).
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(2) AGENCIES DESCRIBED.-The agencies referred to in paragrzph (1) are-

(A) the Department of the Interior;

(B) the Department of the Army;

(C) the Department of Commerce;

(D) the Department of Agriculture;

(E) the Department of Energy;

(F) the Department of Defense: 2nd

(G) any other Federal agency that has participated in 2n environmeantal re
determined by the Secretary.

(3) ADOPTION OF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS -

(A) IN GENERAL.-Not later than 1 year after the dale on which the Secretary provides - g agraph (1)
(C), an agency described in paragraph (2) clﬁ"“ publish a notice of proposa 2ki e any
categorical exclusions from the list applicable to the -ageney subject to the condition th tegoric usion
identified under paragraph (1)(A) meets the criteria for a ca*egoricz! exclusior ; ; 1 9
Code of Federal Regulations (or successor regnlanorﬂ
(B) PuBLIC COMMENT.-In a notice of proposed rulemaking under subpzragraph (A), the appiic age may
solicit comments on whether any of the proposed new categorical rxc\um >ns meet the criteria for a categorical
exclusion under section 1508.1 of title 40, Coda of Federal Regulations (or successor recul }
(Added Pub. L. 109-59, title VI, §6002(a), Aug. 10, 2005, MG Stat. 1857 ; amended P div. A, title I,
§§1305-1309, July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 533-539 ; Pub. L 94, div. A, title |, §1304(a)—(1)(1) Dec. 4, 2015, 12 utat.
1378-1385 ; Pub. L. 117-58, div. A, title |, §§11301(a) 11525(h) Nov. 15, 2021, At 607
EDITORIAL NOTES

REFERENCES IN TEXT
The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, referred to in subsecs. (2)(3)~(5), (7)(A)(). (b)(1) (3)(A)
(iii)(1), (c)(2), (3), (6)(B), (d)(7)(A), (8)(A), (D)(ii), (f)( 4)\*1 lm \h)(u(l (YD, (v)(aa), ()(T)(B)(i I1)(bb),
(8), (K)(2), (M)(1)(A), (N)(1), and (0)(1)(A)(i), (3), is Pub. L. 91190, Jan. 1, 1970, &5 Sta: £57 h is
classified generally to chapter 55 (§4321 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Hps'm and \n-eﬁ?--' ~or complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec | of Title d Table

The date of enactment of the Surface Transportation Reauthorization of 2021 and the date ¢
enactment of this subsection, referred to in subsecs. (¢)(7)(C) and (qg)(1), are the date of enactment of
div. A of Pub. L. 117-58, which was approved Nov. 15, 2021

The date of enactment of the MAP-21, referred fo in subsec. (h)(8)(B), is deemed to be (_) 1, 2012,
see section 3(a), (b) of Pub. L. 112-141, set out as Effective and Termination Dates of 2012 Ame v;':nent
notes under section 101 of this title.

Section 204 of this title, referred to in subsec. (j)(3), was repealad and a new section 204 enacted by Pub.
L. 112-141, div. A, title |, §1119(a), July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 473 , 489.

The date of enactment of this subsection, referred to in subsec. (0)(1), is the daie of enaciment of Pub.
L. 114-94, which was approved Dec. 4, 2015.

Section 41003(b) of the FAST Act, referred to in subsec. (0)(1)(A). is section 41003(L of Pub. L. 114-94,
known as the FAST Act and also known as the Fixing America's Surface Transporiation Act, which is
classified to section 4370m-2(b) of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

CODIFICATION

Section 6002(a) of Pub. L. 109-59, which directed that this section be inserted after section 138 of
subchapter | of chapter 1 of this title, was executed by adding this section afier section - chapter
this title, to reflect the probable intent of Congress and the amendment by Pub. L. 109-52, §1602(b)(6)(A),
which struck out the subchapter | heading preceding section 101 of this title.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 139, added Pub. L. 90-495, §16(a), Aug. 23, 1968, 82 Stat 823 ; amended Pub. L. 91-605,
title 1, §§106(b)(1), 140, Dec. 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 1716 , 1736; Pub. L. 94-280, title |, §125, May 5, 1976, 20
Stat. 440 ; Pub. L. 97-134, §10, Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1702 ; Pub, L. 97-424. title 1, §116(a)(3) Jan. 6, 1983,
96 Stat. 2109 ; Pub. L. 98-229, §8(a), Mar. 9, 1984 98 Stat. 56 , related to adri.ur“na to the Interstate System,
prior to repeai by Pub. L. 105-178, title |, §1106(c)(2)(A), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 13¢

AMENDMENTS
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2021-Pub. L. 117-58. §11301(a)(1), substituted 'decisap =20 o o =0 |
"decisicnmaking" in section catchline.

Subsec. (a)(2) to (5). Pub. L. 11755 §11201 (2715 7 cnsad s T 307 ad
former pars. (2; and (3) as (4) and (£), respeciivaly. Fopan: mare (40 a0 BOIGY a3,
respectively.

Subsec. (a){5)(B). Pub. L. 117-58 §11301{2 (2 subs. ~ e oemoans .
timetable for and completion of any environmental permi’ o wrocess i 200 LoulAany
environmental permit”.

Subsec. (a)(6}. Puk. L. 117-58, §11301(a)2WF 1. renes s 70 war iy a0 i3, =0 one
redesignated (9).

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 117-58. §11301(a)2)(D). addac o (7). Fore oo 07 e e 0

Subsec. (a)(8) to (11). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(a)(<} A, redssignaies v > 4 b6 200 &y -+, and
(11), respectively.

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 11758, §11525(h){"), inserad (a7 | &3 1305 oo ar oaBne

Pub. L 117-58, §11301(2)(3), inserted " including mejo, o s " a'ie yenots Losreo sted
by a proiect sponsor and" after "applied,".

Subsec. (€). Pub. L. 117-58, §11525(h)(2), irsertes 47 1. 37 4321 et saq " 2ias A% 51~ 29 waliever
appearing.

Subsec. (c)(6)(D). Pub. L. 117-58. §11321(ay M) a2des o ~nas (1

Subsec. (c)(7). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(2)(4Y(E). acaec nz-

Subsec. (d)(8). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(a)(5)(A)i), substitcnea eqvirsrmand™ for "N 70 higacag.

Subsec. (d)(8)}(A). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(a)(5) Ajfiis. inse 'ang excsRtes o ooviael i Foe G Jraph
(D)" after "paragraph (7)" and substituted "avthorizatiors" 2arMits™ ar i sipan @i, ‘
document for each kind of environmental document” for "sing:e envirenr e m o e

Subsec. (d)(8)(B)(i). Pub. L. 117-58. §11301(a)}(5)(AMi. cubstianes “zrvro s wal - o0 =2 70 "an
environmental document" and "authcrizations” for "permiis. wsusc

Subsec. (d)(8)(D). Bub. L. 117-58, §11301(2)(5)(A)(iv) addad subpzr (7

Subsec. (d)(10). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(a)(5)(B), added par /10).

Subsec. (g)(1)(B)(ii)(IV). Pub. L. 117-58. §11301(a)(6yA) supstituted ™ir e reciires v 2 age
conduct an environmental review and make decisions under aonlicahle recaallzy e =i 9 g
(including the issuance or denial of a permit or licens<) anz e cost of {0 suracue o oo 20si

Subsec. (g)(1)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(a)(6)(A)(i}, zadead ci. i),

Subsec. (g)(1)(D). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(a)(6)(B). addec sukoar. (D) anc 2 un o r. (D).
Prior to amendment, text read as follows: "The lead agency may-

"(i) lengthen a schedule established under subparagraph (B) for good causs; oo
"(ii) shorten a schedule only with the concurrence of the affectec ~oecom st g - 20 ¢

Subsec. (g)(1)}E), (F). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(a)(6)(T). (1) added svknar. = end raresig: 376 inrmer
subpar. (E) as (F).

Subsec. (k)(2). Pub. L. 117-58, §11525(h)(3), inserted "(42 U.S.C 4321 2t zex. " aliar "ol -7 365

Subsec. (n)(3). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(a)(7). added par. (3)
Subsecs. (p), (q). Pub. L. 117-58, §11301(2)(8), added suihzecs (p) ard o

2015-Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(a)(1), added nar {3) and sirucy ol 5e pat
amendment, text read as follows: "The term 'multimocai projact’ means 2 aroisct “poac 7 whoie o
part, under this title or chapter 53 of title 49 and involving the carticipation of mors i-ar o-e Jwnz - ant of
Transportation administration or agency."

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(a)(2), added par. (€) and sruck ouiiorme 267 5 Fruer .
amendment, text read as follows: "The term 'project' means any highwey tioizel ©olfsminoos s on
capital project, or multimodal project that requires the approval of the Secretary.”

Subsec. (b}(3)(A). Pub, L. 114-94, §1304(b)(1), struck ou* "initiate a rulsmaking i7" =721 "siali” »
introductory provisions.

Subsec. (b)(3)(B). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(b)(2). added subpar. (B and gt gu aroer oo )
which related to programmatic compliance requirements.

Subsec. (C)(1)(A). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(c)(1). inserted " or an operating acgmin sU#003 harec!
designated by the Secretary," after "Department of Transoortation”

Subsec. (c)(6)(C). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(c)(2), added subpar. (C).

Subsec. (d)}(2). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(d)(1), substituted "Not iater than 45 davs == e Ja.a ¢
publication of a notice of intent to prepare an environmentz! impact staternen: or e vz on of
environmental assessment, the lead agency shall identify” for "The leac eg2ncy saai var.if gs «-rly as

practicable in the environmental review process for a project,”.
Subsec. (d)(8), (9). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(d)(2), added pars. (8) and (9).
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Subsec. (e)(1). Put. ' 114-94 §1°O<~(e\«“) wcﬁrrrﬁ S e e e T P
project sponqor con° ders to be imporiart poomtints e or o s e g v e rt SR sargl

location of the vroposed project”

Subsec. (e}3) to( ). Pub. L. 114-C4. ; 30402M2) sodee e Fon (O

Subsec. (f). Pub. L 114-94, §1304:% 1} inseren ™ A0 s wtgiees o s as T T

Subsec. (f)(4)(A) Pub L. 11494, §|V04 DZHA Gacat e spar G ander oo D0 e i A,
Prior to amendment, textread as fehows  "As early as nra 0w w Turing e oo o e
process. the lead agency shall provius ar oppertunity for o SEUR ST the
public in determining the range of alizmatives fo he consit Paorpct

Subsec. (H(4)(B). Pub. L. 114-94 §1204(f)(2)B), 25/ SN OGS L L s :
heading. substituted "Following particination urder suncz carany (A 0 2o s e dan Lo der
paragraph ()", and added cl. (i}

Subsec. (N(4)E). Pub. L 114-94, §1:204(f(2)/CY addded s 5

Subsec (g)(1)(A). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(g)(1)(A). stostiival Mt R O - : of
publication of a notice of intent tc prenare an environmen OF TrE Trdiat a ol o
environmental assessment. the lsad azency" for ""nz lesn e oy

Subsec. (g)(1)(B)(1). Pub. L. 114-94, §13 04(9,\|) 3), supsiiuie: ORI P T N U SRt o)

coordination plan” for "may establish 2s rart of the coc-d e vo
Subsec. (g)(3). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(g)(2), inserted an: il s,
Representatives" in introductory provisions.
Subsec. (h)(4). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(h)(")(E
Subsec. (h}(5). Pub. L. 114-94 §1204(1)(A
redesignated (6).
Subsec. (h)5)(C). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(h)(2Y sHbsti oo " prrasran - 0 war Maapacians | o) o
Subsec. (h)(B). (7). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304/h)(1)(A) renes’ sraien pats (e (0 pe v 00
respectively. Former par. (7) redesignated (8.
Subsec. (h)(7)(B)()(}). Pub. L. 114-94 §1304 h)(2:/6) subatlfure meper Sre -0 de sana G or (i)
of section 106" for "under section 106(i) is required”

RY. added nar (4Y, Formygoar 4y redes e e (O
). TECESIGNE.S0 Ual () &3 o). wines o

5}

Subsec. (h)(7)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 114-¢4, §1304(h}(3)(B). addeci ¢ i) ¢ 210 507 o Quiforrsr o Erorto
amendment, text read as follows: "The dete referred to i < s R
"(I) the date that is 180 days after the date on wihich =~ =nrticeion inr oz 3 v 1 oe 3w
approval is complete; and
“(11) the date that is 180 days after the cate on wiuch e Feaeral ez LLpeTaY eEs d=rizion on

the project under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1959 (42 L 5 0 w227 2 2o

Subsec. (h)(8). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(h)(1)(A), redesigna icvi nar (7) as 8\

Subsec. ()(1). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(i)(1), added par. /1) and struce s o ar .
amendment, text read as follows: "For a project thaf is suoeci {0 e =navi anmar @i re v ¢ anae
established under this section and for which funds zre madz available o > Siela wncas nis wo€ of Lhapter
53 of title 49. the Secretary may approve 2 reguest b*/ the Sigie o provics U w3 rosce svs ‘gt onder
this title or such chapter 53 to affected Federal agencies (including the Deparimen: of 'i‘fan:fm auon),
State agencies, and Indian tribes participating in the envirormentai roy 2w pinness for e niojeniz in that
State or participating in a State process that has been apgproved by tha waavar 3 L~ e S0
funds may be provided only to support activities that direct'y and meaningiully coriniiie in axpedcitng
and improving transportation project olanning and delivery “or oroiects ir that Stafa"

Subsec. (j)(2). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(i)}(2), inserted "activities directly relaied 10 e civionmear .z
review process," before "dedicated staffing,".

Subsec. (j)(6). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(i)(3), added par. (6) and siruck cui “oie m2r *} inrte
amendment, text read as follows: "Prior to providing funds approvead by the Sacreiary or cet-cae
staffing at an affected Federal agency under paragraphs (1) and (2), the affecied Feder 9| agency ~1d the
State agency shall enter into a memorandum of understanding that establishes the rrofzcis znd oriorities
to be addressed by the use of the funds."

Subsecs. (n), (0). Pub. L. 114-94, §1304(j)(1), added subsec (n) and (o)

2012-Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 112-141, §1305(a)(1). inserted ", and any recuirements =iz izhec tader
this section may be satisfied," after "exercised".

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 112-141. §1305(a)(2), added par. (3).

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 112-141, §1305(b)(1), designated existing provisions as suboz: (A). inserted
subpar. heading, and added subpar. (B).

Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 112-141, §1305(c)(1), added par. (4) and struck out former per (<. Zrior ic
amendment, text read as follows: "Designation as a participating agency under this subsection shai not
imply that the participating agency-

"(A) supports a proposed project; or

-J \/
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"(B) has any jurisdiction over, or special expertise with respect to evaluation oi. the ec
Subsec. (d)(7). Pub. L. 112141, §1305(c)(2), added par. (7) and struck out farmer par. (- il

amendment, text read as follows: "Each Federal agency shzall, to the maximum exient oracticable-
"(A) carry out obligations of the Federal agency under other applicable law concurrently, and in
conjunction, with the review required under the Nationz! Environmeniz! Policy Aci 969 (42 USC.
4321 et seq.}, unless doing so would impair the ability of the Faderal agency to carry cut those
obligations; and
"(B) formulate and implement administrative, policy, and procedural mechanisms to enable the

agency to ensure completion of the environmental review process in =

environmentally responsible manner."

Subsec. (). Pub. L. 112-141, §1305(d), designated existing provisions as par. (1), inserted par. heading,
and added par. (2).

Subsec. (g)(1)(B)(i). Pub. L. 112-141, §1305(e). inserted "and the concurrence of" after "consuliation
with".

Subsec. (h)(4) to (7). Pub. L. 112-141, §1306, added pars. (4) to (7) and struck out former par. (4) which
related to issue resolution.

Subsec. (j)(6). Pub. L. 112-141, §1307, added par. (6).

Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 112-141, §1308, substituted "150 days" for "180 days" in pars. (1) and (2)

Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 112-141, §1309, added subsec. (m)

STATUTORY NOTES AND RELATED SUBSIDIARIE

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2021 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 117-58 effective Oct. 1, 2021, see section 10005 of Fub. 58, set out as a
note under section 101 of this title.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDME
Amendment by Pub. L. 114-94 effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114--94, sef out as a
note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 112-141 effective Oct. 1, 2012, see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112-141. szt ol as an
Effective and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note under section 1071 of this Hte.
IMPLEMENTATION OF PROGRAMMATIC COMPLIANCE
Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title |, §1304(k), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1386 , provided that:

"(1) RuLemaking.-Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 4. 2075] the
Secretary [of Transportation] shall complete a rulemaking to implement the provisions of saction 132/H)(3)
of title 23, United States Code, as amended by this section.

"(2) ConsuLtaTion.-Before initiating the rulemaking under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consult with
relevant Federal agencies, relevant State resource agencies, State deparimenis of transporiation, Indian

tribes, and the public on the appropriate use and scope of the programmatic approaches,
"(3) ReauirReMENTS.-In carrying out this subsection, the Secretary shall ensurz that the rulemaking
meets the requirements of section 139(b)(3)(B) of title 23, United States Code, as amended by this section.
"(4) CommenT PERIOD.-The Secretary shall-
"(A) allow not fewer than 60 days for public notice and comment on the proposed rule, anc

"(B) address any comments received under this subsection."

EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FROCESS
Pub. L. 109-59, title VI, §6002(b), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1865 , provided that: "Nothing in this seciion
[enacting this section and repealing provisions set out as a note under section 109 of this title] 2fects any
existing State environmental review process, program, agreement, or funding arrangement approved by
the Secretary [of Transportation] under section 1309 of the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century
[Pub. L. 105-178] (112 Stat. 232; 23 U.S.C. 109 note) as such section was in effect on tne day preceding the
date of enactment of the SAFETEA-LU [Aug. 10, 2005]."

EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS

MEMORANDA OF AGENCY AGREEMENTS FOR EARLY COORDINATION
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Pub. L. 112-141, div. A, title |, §1320, July 6, 2012, 126 Sta". 55° | provices -
"(a) In GeneraL.-It is the sense of Congress that-

"(1) the Secretary [of Transportation] and other Federal “geraies . i s o7 G 00 he
environmental review process should cooperate with eanh citrer ang o er =pe izt = = o0 - antal
review and project delivery activities at the earliest pract s bia time to -« g oo L oo oaof
effort later in the process, head off potential conflicts, anc ersure thin oo g .
development decisions reflect environmental values- anc

"(2) such cooperation should include the deavalopment ¢v policies =100 = = = - that
advise planning agencies or project sponsors of studies or otner informaiio e Corones e for
later Federal action and early consultation with emaroo'i«' Statsanc o0 e oo 0 TE oes,
"(b) TecHnicaL AssisTANCE.-If requested at any time by a Sizate or local niae wg v ‘

and other Federal agencies with relevant jurisdiction in the environmernz: @v 2y s L
extent practicable and appropriate, as determined by the agsncies provics tanns
State or local planning agency on accomplishing the eariy cooidination acov Jes 280
(d).

"(c) MEMORANDUM OF AGENCY AGREEMENT.-If requested at & Nyt
the lead agency, in consultation with other Federal 1qenc19

(u
[
149
¢

s ssction

SR A
.

environmental review process, may establish memoranda c AGrEEMIE. /17 02 s B0 A
and local governments and other appropriate entities to accomplish the 2 o rne fr o s
described in subsection (d).
"(d) EarLY CooroinaTION AcTiviTies.-Early coordination activities shail incuce o a0 —e ot
practicable, the following:
(1) Technical assistance on identifying potential impacts and musaac - a0 w0 o s =d
fashion.
"(2) The potential appropriateness of using pianning proaucts arc coocions o e aoviroamental
reviews.

"(3) The identification and elimination from detailed studv in the envirome i =
the issues that are not significant or that have been covered by prior 2 rermenisi
“(4) The identification of other environmental review and copsultaiion requiramen te = thet e lead
and cooperating agencies may prepare, as appropriate. niner reauired anaivses a7 stndias
concurrently with planning activities.
*(6) The identification by agencies with jurisdiction over any permits reiatec to i~z proizct < any
and all relevant information that will reasonably be required for the proje sl
"(6) The reduction of duplication between requirements under t Lne clativaal Do
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) end State and lozal pizring and =iv i nesta -
requirements, unless the agencies are specifically barred from doing 30 by apriicahis
"(7) Timelines for the completion of agency actions during the planning anu =y i
processes.
"(8) Other appropriate factors.”

g 0ro s s of

2 olicy

DELEGATION OF A REPORTING AUTHOV

Memorandum of President of the United States, Jan. 31. 2013, 78 F.R &357 provinas:

Memorandum for the Secretary of Transportation

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the - z*&.‘ sintes
including section 301 of title 3, United States Code, | hereby delegate to you the functions 2ng auhony
conferred upon the President by section 1306 of the Moving Ahead for Progress 17 ths 21t er-iv,.‘r/ Act
(MAP-21), Public Law 112-141, to make the specified reports to the Congress.

You are authorized and directed to notify the appropriate congressionai commitises znd publish ihis
memorandum in the Federal Register.

Ban:s o O8LVA,

1 See References in Text note below.
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801 Plum Street, Suste MHOA
" . e e Cincinaty, Oluo 45202
Clty Of (:1ﬂC1ﬂﬂatl A
Email:  madk jelive VA CNCH At n:w,:-n.
Webs www.cmncmnnats- oh.gov

2023020 2~

Mark Jeffreys

f ,
Counalmember

April 25,2023
MOTION

Hillside Districts

WE MOVE that, the Administration report within thirty (30) days on the status of the updates the
City is making to its hillside regulations. This update should include, but is not limited to, an
update on:
e Funding sources to cover construction mishaps associated with construction within the
hillside district.
e Regulations associated with stormwater runoff
e Work that is being done to update CAGIS’ Hillside Overlay District Map

Couné‘le%ﬁark Jeffreys
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801 Plum Street, Sunte 346A

Cincnnaty, Oluo 45202

City of Cincinnati

Email  madk el reyslid cancinnat oL gon

Web wwwomcmnaty oh.gov

20730207

Mark Jeffreys

Councilmember

April 25, 2023
MOTION
Pedestrian Safety and Traffic Calming

WE MOVE, that the Administration report back to Council within ninety (90) days on the cost
and feasibility of design alternatives that prevent drivers from using a shared, bi-directional,
center turn lane as a passing lane. Specifically, the Administration should take into consideration
improvements that include, but are not limited to, implementing rumble strips in the center turn
lane, using reflective pylons or concrete to create “islands™ in portions of the turn lane, or paving
the center turn lane with alternative materials like cobble stone.

STATEMENT

The Administration has been working to “right-size™ many streets throughout Cincinnati as a
part of its multi-year effort to calm traffic and make our streets safer for all road users. A typical
method used to calm traffic is reducing the number of travel lanes. On streets like Glenway and
Montana, this has meant reducing the number of travel lanes from four to three, with one shared,
bi-directional, center turn lane. Unfortunately, some road users have used this center turn lane as
a passing lane—a dangerous maneuver that puts all road users at risk. This motion hopes to give
Council a better understanding of the costs and feasibility of different design choices that can be
implemented to prevent certain road users from using the turn lane as a passing lane.

...Lsr’ i
7 Cemerorme 068 fosrs
Councilmember Jeff Cramerding Councilmé‘x(d?):r Wffreys
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NRDC’S FOOD
MATTERS
INITIATIVE

Food Waste Reduction
Recommendations in
Cincinnati

ommittee Meeting

May 4, 2053



NRDC
*@
The Natural Resources Defense Council works to safeguard the earth:

its people, plants and animals, and the natural systems on which all life depends.

Our work includes fighting climate change; eliminating toxic chemicals from the food
we eat, the water we drink, and the air we breathe; protecting endangered species and

wild places; and advancing urban sustainability and healthy cities.




REDUCING FOOD WASTE

in Project Drawdown’s list of the TOP 100
most impactful interventions

TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE

38-10%

Food Waste of global GHG
emissions

Source: UNEP

Reduced

Source: Project Drawdown
Analysis, www.drawdown.org

*#1 most impactful solution in scenario 1 (2 degrees C temp rise by 2100), and #4 in scenario 2 (1.5 degrees
C temp rise by 2100)

%/ NRDC/FOOd Mattors ///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////7/ //
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FOOD RECOVERY HIERARCHY

MOST SOURCE REDUCTION
PREFERRED Reduce the volume of surplus food generated

FEED PEOPLE
Donate extra food to food banks, soup kitchens, and shelters

FOCUSING HIGHER
FEED ANIMALS UP ON THE

Use food scraps to feed livestock

INDUSTRIAL USES HIERARCHY
Provide waste oils for rendering and fuel conversion BRINGS GREATER
and food scraps for digestion to recover energy
ENVIRONMENTAL,
COMPOSTING
Create nutrient-rich soil amendment CLIMATE9
ECONOMIC, AND
LANDFILL/INCINERATION SOCIAL BENEFITS
Last resort disposal

y

LEAST
PREFERRED

% ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// s/ /
// NRDC/Food Matters //
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NRDC’S FOOD MATTERS INITIATIVE

INTENDED OUTCOME

Work with cities and counties to
influence large-scale change around
food waste across sectors, by
implementing innovative policy and
program solutions and promoting

peer-to-peer knowledge sharing o

Cities we have engaged with:
Asheville | Atlanta | Austin | Baltimore |
Chicago | Cincinnati | Columbus |
Denver | Detroit | Jersey City | Madison |
Memphis | Nashville | Oakland |
Orlando | Philadelphia | Phoenix |
Pittsburgh | Washington DC

%/ NRDC/FOOd Mattors ///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////%///
W////////////M////////M//////////////////////////////////////




CINCINNATPIS FOOD WASTE
PREVENTION GOAL
e

In the Green Cincinnati Plan, Cincinnati committed to

50% reduction in food going to landfill
by 2030

Consistent with the UN Sustainable Development Goal

Target 12.3 and the U.S. Food Loss and Waste Reduction
Goal




MUPFPP is an international
agreement of Mayors
aimed at tackling food-
related issues at the urban

b
]

voUTC=

CINCINNATYPS LEADERSHIP TO DATE

=

il
£
0"

rooo

QA-Ow-_

—-S50>
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level

Jan/2021 Apr/2021  Oct/2021 Sept/2022

Cincinnati’s Mavor
Preval signs the Milan

US DA Urban. Foqd Policy Pact,

_— = showing international
_ leadership
Oct/2021
v v
Cincinnati joins NRDC’s Former Mayor Cincinnati wins an Cincinnati receives a
Food Matters Crowley signs a award from USDAfor  gpecial recognition
initiative’s Great proclamationin  the Cincinnati as part of Milan’s
Lakes cohort honor of Stop Food Community annual Pact Awards for
Waste Day Composting their food waste
Collective reduction strategies.
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https://www.nrdc.org/bio/madeline-keating/cincinnati-signs-milan-urban-food-policy-pact
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/madeline-keating/cincinnati-signs-milan-urban-food-policy-pact
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/yvette-cabrera/dispatch-south-america-mufpp-and-c40-conferences
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/yvette-cabrera/dispatch-south-america-mufpp-and-c40-conferences
https://www.milanurbanfoodpolicypact.org/award/
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/madeline-keating/great-lakes-region-joins-nrdcs-food-matters-initiative
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/madeline-keating/great-lakes-region-joins-nrdcs-food-matters-initiative
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/madeline-keating/usda-community-compost-grants-benefit-food-matters-cities
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/madeline-keating/usda-community-compost-grants-benefit-food-matters-cities
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/madeline-keating/usda-community-compost-grants-benefit-food-matters-cities
https://www.nrdc.org/bio/madeline-keating/usda-community-compost-grants-benefit-food-matters-cities
https://twitter.com/CincyOES/status/1387486346168709128/photo/1
https://twitter.com/CincyOES/status/1387486346168709128/photo/1

FOOD WASTE GENERATION IN CINCINNATI

Y 33% RESTAURANTS

tons of food are
landfilled each
year in Cincinnati

18% RESIDENTIAL

comes from the
three highest
generating sectors: O
restaurants, food ° 1% COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
manufacturing 1% K12 SCHOOLS
and residential

3% EVENTS & RECREATION

Source: NRDC’s Baseline Calculator
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) 7



POTENTIAL FOR FOOD RESCUE BY SECTOR

>
A, 2.ma8 -
2.2 <
- AMEITIOUS POTENTIAL SCEM AR -
tons of SllI‘phlS . o w v v MAXIMUM POTENTIAL SCEMARID /)
- (7] o -
z o < -2 =
food that is going =2 =< 3 rows penven
to waste could = 2 w )
potentially be > - - >
rescued E . : E: ..... ;) ..... 5 3 EOD
- w 7)) w
- w w2
: 8 o S Vl'b < 400
< O - (®) o x
. w < - T o w =
total potential = O S W EE
comes from retail i e s S 200
small retail/ H B e - o
corner markets = B P T = Y. = S &
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and small retail
could be focus
sectors for food
scrap collection and
meeting zero waste
goals

BASELINE RESULTS RECOMMENDATIONS

Partner with the county and surrounding communities on household reduction

messaging and outreach.

are a large component of Cincinnati’s total food
waste generation and may be an area of opportunity for food rescue and waste reduction

through

There is high potential for especially from

and . New food donors may need assistance to overcome barriers to
donate additional surplus food. Local rescue organizations likely have information about

what food is currently being donated and from where.

7% VLTI S el /(LI LU
1nc1nna i’s Food Waste
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MUNICIPAL LEADERSHIP ON FOOD WASTE
REDUCTION IN CITY OPERATIONS

Supporting NRDC Key provisions of the model:
resource: » Setting a food waste reduction target
* Designating staffing

« Mandatory best practice for:

« municipal buildings and
properties, including organics
collection

* municipal departments that serve

Lead by example

(1) Can reduce the amount of food
wasted throughout municipal
operations;

Template provides
municipalities with “off-the-

(2) Highlight the importance of shelf” model language and food
reducing food waste to options to lead by example « Special event permit application process
(LBE). * Procurement laws and policies

businesses, residents, and other

] « Employee benefits, education and
community members; and

recognition programs

(3) Demonstrate food waste “Will be released Summer 2023 »  Municipal department strategies
reduction measures that
businesses and other entities
may voluntarily replicate.
Related GCP priorities: ’::

Zero Waste

7% /////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// '6'6'7



Mandatory reporting
ordinance

Policy can require large surplus
food generators to report the

amount of food waste and
surplus food they generate

%i;g;;;?édé@é@éﬂéﬂéﬂéé/
//////////////////

Supporting NRDC
resource:

Template provides
municipalities with “off-the-
shelf” model language that
can be adapted and enacted
by local municipalities to
require reporting of food
waste and surplus food
generation from large food
waste generators

MANDATORY REPORTING FOR LARGE FOOD
WASTE GENERATORS

Key provisions of the model:

Covered entities

Reporting requirements

Methods for quantifying food waste
generation and surplus food donations
Business education and compliance
assistance

Keys to equitable implementation

Related GCP priorities: ’::

Zero Waste

/77777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777//////////7777777//////////////////////////49/ é%;7
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COMPOST PROCUREMENT POLICY

Supporting NRDC Key provisions of the model:
resource: » Purpose
Compost procurement . Mupnnpal and state legal authority and
policy support

* Definitions

* Procurement requirements (e.g.
landscaping, construction, roads and
highways)

Policy can require the use of

Template is easily adaptable
compost products where P y adap

ot with c'zommentary provided « Compost sourcing and quality
appropnatce explaining the benefits of requirements
each provision. « Reporting
ué,
Related GCP priorities: %

Resilience & Climate Adaptation| Natural
Environment Zero Waste

7% ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// '623'7



ADDITIONAL POLICY EXAMPLES

Volume based pricing: Policies that charge residents for the
amount of trash generated and provide recycling and composting

services for free (case study on slide 14).

Organics ban: Policies that mandate the amount of organics that
can be disposed of and require diversion plans or organics hauling
contracts for certain entities, including businesses (case study on

slide 14).

7% ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// %6//
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ADDITIONAL POLICY EXAMPLES

Mandatory food recovery program: Policies that requires

certain entities to have a plan for surplus food rescue

Local capacity grants for food waste reduction: Programs
that provide small grants and technical support to local
organizations and businesses to support food waste reduction efforts

(case study on slide 15)

7% ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// /76/7
s o vy



DENVER’S WASTE NO
MORE INITIATIVE

Applies to residents in multi-family
buildings and all businesses and
events

Mandated subscription to

composting and recycling services

Applies to food waste producers

DENVER’S EXPANDED
WASTE SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL

* Funding freed up from general fund
« Applies to single family homes and
multi-family up to 7 units
« Up to 100% rebate for low-income
residents
» Free compost and recycling carts
* Volume-based pricing:
* 95 gallon: $21/month

* 65 gallon: $13/month
« 35 gallon: $9/month


https://www.wastenomoredenver.org/official-language
https://www.wastenomoredenver.org/official-language

Source: DSLBD, Food Waste Innovation Grant RFA 10-26[37]_0.pdf

DC FOOD WASTE
INNOVATION GRANTS

Virtual or in-person food waste
assessment

Compost Credit: 100 businesses selected
for $1,000 in credit for food scraps collection
for composting.

Food Waste Innovation Grants: Food
Waste Innovation Grants for a total of
$300,000 for the Fiscal Year 2022.



RESOURCES AND DOWNLOADS

Tackling Food Waste in Cities: A Policy and Program Toolkit

Model Ordinance on Mandatory Reporting for Large Generators (landing page):

Model Ordinance on Mandatory Reporting for Large Food Waste Generators (PDF)

*  Model Ordinance on Mandatory Reporting for Large Food Waste Generators, With Commentaries (PDF)
Mandatory Reporting for Large Food Waste Generators - Background Memorandum (PDF)

Model Ordinance on Mandatory Reporting for Large Food Waste Generators - Presentation (PDF)

*  Model Compost Procurement Policy (landing page):

«  Model Compost Procurement Policy (PDF)

«  Modem Compost Procurement Policy with Commentaries (PDF)

» Model Executive Order on Municipal Leadership on Food Waste Reduction: This resource is forthcoming and we will send to Cincinnati
team upon completion— projected for early Summer 2023.

« Pay-as-you-throw Model Policy: This resource is forthcoming and we will send to Cincinnati team upon completion— projected for early
2024.

» Input with Impact: A Case Study on Equitable and Inclusive Food Waste Grant-Making in Denver and Baltimore- Case Study (PDF)

e The Zero Food Waste Coalition

% ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// /7:/3/7
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https://www.nrdc.org/resources/tackling-food-waste-cities-policy-and-program-toolkit
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/model-ordinance-mandatory-reporting-large-food-waste-generators-and-without-commentaries
https://www.nrdc.org/media/89573
https://www.nrdc.org/media/89576
https://www.nrdc.org/media/89570
https://www.nrdc.org/media/89567
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/model-compost-procurement-policy-and-without-commentaries
https://www.nrdc.org/media/75603
https://www.nrdc.org/media/75546
https://www.nrdc.org/media/54227
https://zerofoodwastecoalition.org/

F M r 5 i Then use these to
Read these reports ood Matters Feeding a City learn about

Reports Report strategies

Implementation tools

\arl(iglli(ies/

Case Studies

Strategic Comms
and Partnership
Guide

Assessing

Progress
aka Metrics

Restaurant Food Rescue Landscape Assessment

Challenge

Food Rescue Client Survey

S20.4Nn0Sad 611_11.17’10-5 SO0.L)

Food Donations from Farms Guide

Engaging Health

Departments
@ Food Scrap Recycling Landscape Assessment

Blogs ~—— RECYCLE Guide for Funding Food Scrap Recycling



https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-matters-beginners-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/tackling-food-waste-cities-policy-and-program-toolkit
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/tackling-food-waste-cities-policy-and-program-toolkit
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-matters-baltimore-denver-and-nashville-case-studies
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-matters-what-we-waste-and-how-we-can-expand-amount-food-we-rescue
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-matters-what-we-waste-and-how-we-can-expand-amount-food-we-rescue
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/feeding-city-food-waste-and-food-need-across-america
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/feeding-city-food-waste-and-food-need-across-america
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-waste-policy-gap-analysis-and-inventory-midatlantic-southeast-and-great-lakes-regions
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-waste-strategic-communications-and-partnership-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-waste-strategic-communications-and-partnership-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-waste-strategic-communications-and-partnership-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/increasing-public-awareness-about-food-waste-prevention-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/assessing-progress-food-waste-interventions-city-level
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/assessing-progress-food-waste-interventions-city-level
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/assessing-progress-food-waste-interventions-city-level
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-waste-restaurant-challenge-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-waste-restaurant-challenge-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/engaging-health-departments-overview-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/engaging-health-departments-overview-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-rescue-client-survey-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-scrap-recycling-landscape-assessment-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-waste-generation-and-food-rescue-potential-baseline-calculator-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/blogs?f%5B0%5D=field_issue_term%3A29
http://www.nrdc.org/foodmatters
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/guide-funding-food-scrap-recycling
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/model-compost-procurement-policy-and-without-commentaries
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/model-compost-procurement-policy-and-without-commentaries
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-rescue-landscape-assessment-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/food-donations-farms-guide
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/guide-making-public-commitment-food-waste
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/guide-hiring-city-food-waste-coordinator
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/model-ordinance-mandatory-reporting-large-food-waste-generators-and-without-commentaries
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/model-ordinance-mandatory-reporting-large-food-waste-generators-and-without-commentaries
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Our Regional
Food System,
with a Focus
on Urban

Agriculture In
Cincinnati

Cincinnati City Council's Climate,
Environment & Infrastructure
Committee

Greater Cincinnati Regional
Food Policy Council

AN INITIATIVE OF

@ Green Umbrella

Presenter:
Maddie Chera, Ph.D., Food Policy Council Director



@ Green Umbrellz

REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY ALLIANCE

facilitates collaboration among non-profits, businesses,
educational institutions, and governmental entities to meet

the environmental, social, and economic needs of today
while preserving the ability of future generations to thrive



Qur
Footprint

(P@} a 10-county region

The Greater Cincinnati Region includes
SW Ohio, N Kentucky, and SE Indiana.




About Us

Greater Cincinnati Regional
Food Policy Council

AN INITIATIVE OF @ Green Umbrella

Riegional Farm ts Sehosl

504 50 o :
Advizory Board Meeting 1 - — o Lt v s g
D Sl 18033 n o

We are a cross-sector collaboration of
organizations and individuals, driving impact
through advocacy and coordinated action.
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IS a resilient

regional food
system.

e T social, environmental, and
e, e economic resilience
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adults experiencing food
insecurity in Cincinnati >30%

farms lost across the tri-state in
the past century >70%

Urgency of the Work
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FPC/City Collaboration

2010

Local Food Action Team forms,
under Green Umbrella, and
begins 10% Local campaign—
volunteer-run, with
administrative support from City
of Cincinnati Office of
Environment and Sustainability
(OES) and others

From the Beginning

2013-2014

State of Local Food Report
provides recommendations, 3-yr
strategic plan leads to creation
of Food Policy Council

2016

partners, including Cincinnati
OES, working on Food Waste
Summit, Good Food Purchasing
Program, and more

2017-2018

contributed to Green Cincinnati
Plan, and regional planning and
advocacy in KY and OH



Who We Are

ERIT Homepage
Tailor Your Search

Implications of Climate
Change

Adaptation Planning
Adaptation Strategies
Case Studies

Tools

Online Training

Funding & Technical
Assistance

Library
Underlying Science

Additional Support

FPC/City Collaboration

to Grow Cincinnati Urban Agriculture

Research Tools & Resources News & Events Support Our Work

Home / ERIT / Case Studies f L)
CINCINNATI URBAN AGRICULTURE ZONING CODE - T

Share Tweet Email

Cincinnati, Ohio Amends Zoning Code to
Support Urban Agriculture

Summary

In 2019, the City of Cincinnati and the Greater Cincinnati Regional Food Policy Council
worked to streamline urban agriculture policies in the zoning code. Prior to the update,
farming regulations were dispersed across multiple chapters. Now there is a single
chapter related to all things agriculture with updates that make it easier for residents and
businesses to establish community gardens and urban farms, compost food waste, and
keep animals for farming purposes. The effort was supported by local Councilmembers,
multiple municipal departments, and an extensive network of stakeholders and

community members.

In 2018, we contributed to
revisions of the municipal code, to
deliver on Green Cincinnati Plan
goals and City Council directives,
and working with several City
offices as well as community
stakeholders.
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2022 Urban Agriculture Report:
Executive Summary

Cincinnati already has a well-established urban agriculture community, as well as a foundation of

resources and expertise to guide and support urban agriculture pursuits of citizens and organizations. Sk

There is growing interest in urban agriculture here, as well as growing need for further support from the
City itself, as we strive to make our regional and local food systems more resilient and equitable in the
face of the urgency of climate crisis, supply chain challengs, and nutritional insecurity.

We Can Lead in
Urban Agriculture

The city and the region have a
long agricultural history and
many institutions and experts
supporting the growth of
urban agriculture.

The City's Program
Addresses Citizens'
Needs

The Urban Agriculture Program
administered by the Office of
Environment and Sustainability
is popular and serving a diverse
range of residents.

Our Goals Push Us to
Keep Growing

Past investment by the City,
along with recent commitments
in the Green Cincinnati Plan
and Milan Urban Food Policy
Pact, support continued
prioritization of urban
agriculture.
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Trader,

French Park.. 4 Cincinnati's OES Urban Ag Program

Kenwood-Country,C

P R I A The Landscape
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Through the latter, the City has financially supported
urban agriculture work since 2010, with small grants
directly managed by OES starting in 2016. Awardees

have included community gardens, market gardens, a

A

farm co-op, food hubs, agricultural businesses and
farmers markets. All awards follow a RFA process and
offer reimbursement limited to site purchase,
improvement, supplies, and equipment (no personnel
costs are allowed).
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1TJWRsbIrFd7HydZcNQIm1vUAw_cXps4&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1TJWRsbIrFd7HydZcNQIm1vUAw_cXps4&usp=sharing

2023 Update:
By the of applicant sites are in low
Numbers

81%
iIncome locations.

/5% of applicant organizations
are BIPOC-serving.

S the average percentage

700/ of low income population
O based on 2022 applicant

garden locations

of 2022 applicants serve

72% more than 50% Black or

POC community members




By the 2023 Update:

OES set a cap at $1200 for

OES received $44,564 in total
Urban Agriculture Mini-Grants requests.

There is great interest in and need for City support.
Program applicants request much more than the program can fund, so there is room to grow.

- Requested - Awarded
$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000 .

_ 1
| N ]

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Numbers requests, due to funding available.
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By the 2023 Update:

On average, OES funds about 7

Numbers new sites per year.

Urban Agriculture Mini-Grants

There is great interest in and need for City support.
The program distributes funds to nearly as many sites as apply, attempting to address that need.

- Applicants - Sites Funded
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40
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2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
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By the Numbers

Over Time

e |ocal Food Production and
Distribution Took a Hit During
COVID-19

Prior to the pandemic, local food had been
enjoying a relative hoom.

e Cincinnati's Urban Agriculture
Program Continues to Grow

Even during COVID-19, OES continued to
address expanding need and to support local
food production and distribution in city
neighborhoods.

Note that this data is drawn from the Central Ohio River Valley Local Food Guide
and is therefore limited by self-reporting of local food businesses and outlets.




Civic Garden Center
of Greater Cincinnati

With the highest population of Hispanic immigrants in
Cincinnati, The Carthage Community Garden has overcome
some barriers of growing your own food in a new country.
Immigrants from Guatemala, Nepal, Mexico, and Honduras
are among the experienced growers at this garden and what
keeps the comradery building is Ann's ability to bring these
communities together as they share the same passion for
growing local food. Educating gardeners who are dedicated
to their own ways of growing food can be difficult, but she
makes a continued effort to not only educate, but to learn
new gardening techniques and cultural crops important to
new Americans.Food brings us together and having the
ability to grow our own is essential.

Spotlights
& Stories

Ann Ivanic

89



Spotlights
& Stories Aiken High School

Agriculture Career Tech
Pathway

Aiken’'s School-Based Community Garden is an
outside classroom laboratory created by students.

The course curriculum includes studies in
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources; Animal
and Plant Science; Global Economics and Food
Markets; and Nursery and Greenhouse Management.




Now we

work

ER WE
uild networks,

Oulld capacity,

amplity stories, and
change policies.
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Farms and
Land Use

Local farms are the
bedrock of our food
system.

Education

The ability to consume

nutritious food is a key

social determinant of
health.

Infrastructure

A strengthened local and
regional food supply chain
will increase resilience and

economic growth for
Cincinnati-area
communities.

Institutions

Institutions create and
expand markets for local
food by vastly expanding

their local food purchases.




Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Governance

Needs & Recommendations

Lead Cohesive Food Systems
Planning & Coordination

Create a role within the City government
focused on aligned allocation of resources
In support of a resilient food system,
including urban agriculture, emergency
food distribution, food business startup
funding, and more. Integrate food metrics
into Cincylnsights.
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Needs & Recommendations

Use City Money to Serve Healthy,
Local Food to City Employees

Adopt values-based purchasing and healthy
catering guidelines, prioritizing the
purchase and service of locally produced
and healthy food products throughout City
operations and include community-
supported agriculture (CSA) in the City's
Healthy Litestyle benefits.

Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Sustainable Diets & Nutrition




Needs & Recommendations

Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Social & Economic Equity




Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Food Production

Needs & Recommendations

Invest in Youth and
Workforce Development

Support young people in training for and
pursuing food production and processing
careers by creating and funding a
workforce development program
specifically for agriculture, which would
also help meet urban agriculture's primary
resource need.
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Needs & Recommendations

Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Food Supply and Distribution

Make Access Easy and
Invest in Infrastructure

Prioritize support of community-driven
projects to increase food access
throughout the city, including hyper-

localized food hubs, increased cold storage,
specialized distribution networks, and ease
of permitting for farmers markets.



Needs & Recommendations

Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:

Food Waste




NeXxt Steps

Build on the foundation we already have and use the City's tools and resources to make our regional food system more resilient.

Expand Existing Programming

Grow the City Urban Agriculture Program

through the addition of support staff and

increased funding earmarked for annual
urban agriculture grants and training.

Track Performance

Incorporate indicators into Cincylnsights
with attention to Milan Urban Food Policy
Pact metrics and the priorities of the
Green Cincinnati Plan.

Connect Opportunities

Utilize various platforms to engage with

residents about food issues and support

projects that connect resident needs like
food, housing, and transportation.




FPC/City Collaboration

To Continue Building a Resilient Regional Food System

We are here to be a resource
and build the capacity of our
region to fulfill our vision of

resilience.

Please utilize us!




Thank You!

Please reach out any time.

®

(&9 Maddie Chera, PhD

Director
maddie@greenumbrella.org

www.cincinnatiregionalfood.org


mailto:maddie@greenumbrella.org
mailto:maddie@greenumbrella.org

www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes
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Executive Summary

Cincinnati already has a well-established urban agriculture community, as well as a foundation of
resources and expertise to guide and support urban agriculture pursuits of citizens and organizations.

There is growing interest in urban agriculture here, as well as growing need for further support from the { ¥
City itself, as we strive to make our regional and local food systems more resilient and equitable in the $ /
face of the urgency of climate crisis, supply chain challengs, and nutritional insecurity.

Our Goals Push Us to

We Can Lead in The City's Program Keep Growin
Urban Agriculture Addresses Citizens' P :
Needs Past investment by the City,
The city and the region have a a|9ng with recent cpmmitments
long agricultural history and The Urban Agriculture Program in the Green Cincinnati Plan
many institutions and experts administered by the Office of and Milan Urban Food Policy
supporting the growth of Environment and Sustainability Pact, support continued
urban agriculture. is popular and serving a diverse prioritization of urban

range of residents. agriculture.



OES commissioned the Greater Cincinnati Regional Food Policy Council, our region’'s
convening body for food systems collaboration, to prepare this report over the fall
and winter of 2022.

The report draws on data from the City's Urban Agriculture Program, public
databases and research, the Central Ohio River Valley (CORV) Local Food Guide,
archival data, and the extensive network of the Food Policy Council’'s partners and
members.

Maddie Chera, Director of the Food Policy Council, prepared the report, under the
guidance of Robin Henderson, OES's Program Manager for Urban Agriculture, Food
Waste, and Food Policy.

Greater Cincinnati Regional

Food Policy Council

AN INITIATIVE OF

@ Green Umbrella



About the Report

What It Can Do

« Understand Change Over Time

Previously the Green Umbrella Local Food Action
Team, and subsequently, the Food Policy Council,
have tracked indicators related to regional food
production and consumption since 2010. Updating
these records helps us monitor existing indicators
of our region’'s food system resilience.

« Expand Our Purview with
Equity as a Focus

New indicators can help us assess our performance
from an equity perspective, so we can move
resources to those organizations and
neighborhoods that need it most.

« Inform Decision-Making

Approval and implementation of the Green
Cincinnati Plan, the Milan Urban Food Policy Pact,
City budgeting, and future Urban Agriculture
funding are best served by being data-driven.




The Landscape $118 million $80 million

Agrlculture Across OhIO sales of OH produced food direct-to-consumer sales
All data from 2017, date of last Census of Agriculture locally through retailers and by Ohio producersz”
with fully analyzed and published results. restaurants*”

Farm Consolidation Land Use Farmer Demographics

Across Ohio, the number of Ohio's acreage in production has 34% of Ohio farmers are over 65
farms has decreased by 70% dropped by 42% in the past years old, and 58% find their
over the last century.t century, too.t primary occupation off-farm.§



https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Census_by_State/Ohio/index.php
https://action.oeffa.com/opportunity-in-crisis-report/
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/bigger-farms-bigger-problems
https://stacker.com/stories/4716/states-have-lost-most-farms-last-100-years
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Highlights/2019/2017Census_Farm_Producers.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Census_by_State/Ohio/index.php
https://action.oeffa.com/opportunity-in-crisis-report/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_1_State_Level/Ohio/

The Landscape

Urban Agriculture Matters

Research has identified several roles
urban agriculture can play in the post-
iIndustrial city:



https://www.nal.usda.gov/farms-and-agricultural-production-systems/urban-agriculture
https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2012.031.013

The Landscape

A

We have institutional resources and individual expertise to leverage, as well as
connections beyond the City to agricultural networks, like OH Ecological Food
and Farming Association, OH Farmers Market Network, and National Sustainable
Agriculture Coalition.

AFBENCE [

ﬁ. W Dl %
City Support Civic Garden Turner Farm Formal Education
Through Policy Center of Greater Community and Training
and Funding Cincinnati (CGC) Garden Program »
In addition to CGC,

The City has financially
supported urban ag efforts
since 2010, and in 2019,
City Council-approved
motions (2017) led to the
adoption of Chapter 1422
on Urban Agriculture
within the Cincinnati
Zoning Code.*

CGC was founded in 1942
during the Victory Gardens
movement. It offers
hands-on and virtual
education for kids and
adults and supports 65
community gardens in the
tristate area.

The program is committed
to connecting people to
their food & growing
strong communities
through sustainable
biological agricultural
practices, collaborative
work, experiential learning
and civic engagement.

University of Cincinnati and
Cincinnati State both offer
Horticulture programs, and
other groups, including
Turner Farm, Gorman
Heritage Farm and the
Greater Cincinnati Regional

Food Policy Council support

additional training
opportunities.



https://library.municode.com/oh/cincinnati/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIXIZOCOCI_CH1422URAGHOANKE

Amberley

The Landscape
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Through the latter, the City has financially supported
urban agriculture work since 2010, with small grants
. directly managed by OES starting in 2016. Awardees
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1TJWRsbIrFd7HydZcNQIm1vUAw_cXps4&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1TJWRsbIrFd7HydZcNQIm1vUAw_cXps4&usp=sharing

By the
Numbers

S the average percentage

of low income population
based on 2022 applicant
garden locations

of 2022 applicants serve
more than 50% Black or
POC community members




By the
Numbers

Urban Agriculture Mini-Grants

There is great interest in and need for City support.
Program applicants request much more than the program can fund, so there is room to grow.

- Requested - Awarded
$250,000

$200,000

$150,000
$100,000 .
= mlin
$0 | =N "]

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
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By the
Numbers

Urban Agriculture Mini-Grants

There is great interest in and need for City support.
The program distributes funds to nearly as many sites as apply, attempting to address that need.

- Applicants - Sites Funded

60

40

O

20

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

11



Note that this data is drawn from the Central Ohio River
Valley Local Food Guide and is therefore limited by self-
reporting of local food businesses and outlets.

By the ()

Numbers <:>

More and More Farmers Markets Accept Assistance

Farms, Markets, and More 60%
66 farms in the area supply the citizens 40%
of Cincinnati and neighboring towns 0%
42 supply a range of produce
0%
26 offer meat 2010 2018 2022
Community Supported Agriculture
24 (CSA) programs offer weekly "shares" Many of the 49 WIC
of local food to supporter/subscribers markets open in EBT/SNAP

2022 accepted  pryqyce Perks
assistance.

farmers markets offer fresh food and
49 community in neighborhoods and
nearby towns, including 14 year-round

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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By the
Numbers

Community Gardens and
Nutrition Incentives

community gardens are affiliated with
the Civic Garden Center of Greater

65 Cincinnati

(a portion of these are usually supported with City
Urban Agriculture grants, varying year-to-year)

urban agriculture sites have sought
funding from the City's Urban
Agriculture funding throughout the
program'’s history

locations throughout the
region currently served by

Produce Perks Midwest

(Healthy Harvest Mobile Market only
counts once, but travels to multiple
locations)

in fruit and vegetable
purchases supported through
Produce Perks Midwest
Drogramming across
Southwest Ohio

economic activity generated
across the region through
Produce Perks Midwest
programming*

13
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https://www.spur.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/economic_contributions_incentives_2_2_21.pdf

Note that this data is drawn from the Central Ohio River Valley Local Food Guide E—

By t h e N u m be rs and is therefore limited by self-reporting of local food businesses and outlets.

Over Time

e |ocal Food Production and
Distribution Took a Hit During
COVID-19

Prior to the pandemic, local food had been
enjoying a relative hoom.

e Cincinnati's Urban Agriculture
Program Continues to Grow

Even during COVID-19, OES continued to
address expanding need and to support local
food production and distribution in city
neighborhoods.




Civic Garden Center
of Greater Cincinnati

With the highest population of Hispanic immigrants in
Cincinnati, The Carthage Community Garden has overcome
some barriers of growing your own food in a new country.
Immigrants from Guatemala, Nepal, Mexico, and Honduras
are among the experienced growers at this garden and what
keeps the comradery building is Ann's ability to bring these
communities together as they share the same passion for
growing local food. Educating gardeners who are dedicated
to their own ways of growing food can be difficult, but she
makes a continued effort to not only educate, but to learn
new gardening techniques and cultural crops important to
new Americans.Food brings us together and having the
ability to grow our own is essential.

Spotlights
& Stories

-
SN

Ann Ivanic

15
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_Spotlights

& Stories

2] b,
S

Students at Gamble Elementary fill up seedling
starters in their outdoor learning area.

Gamble Montessori
Elementary Schooll

Students get outside in an outdoor learning area,
which includes an outdoor classroom and a garden

space.

In Fall 2021, lessons included:
o what plants need to grow
e the plant cycle
the nitrogen cycle
“planted seeds for our day” by growing around
and saying a positive affirmation




Spotlights
& Stories

Turner Farm Community
Garden Program: Price Hill
& Three Sisters
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_Spotlights

& Stories Aiken High School

Agriculture Career Tech
Pathway

Aiken’'s School-Based Community Garden is an
outside classroom laboratory created by students.

The course curriculum includes studies in
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources; Animal
and Plant Science; Global Economics and Food
Markets; and Nursery and Greenhouse Management.




Spotlights
& Stories

University of Cincinnati
Urban Agriculture course

19
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_Spotlights

& Stories

Rose Hill Farm
Spring Grove Village

Rose Hill Farm in Spring Grove Village was created by
David Chal and his family in 2020 based on biodynamic
principles of managing the farm as a holistic system,
striving to enhance the health of each natural process
and synergize the life of the whole. They sell seasonal
vegetables grown with purpose and harvested at the
peak of freshness, taste, and nutrition

"Healthy soil is the confluence of
earth, atmosphere and us.”

- 122




Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Governance

Actions from the Pact:

facilitate collaboration across city agencies and departments;
strengthen urban stakeholder participation; support local and
grassroots initiatives; develop urban food policies and plans
and a disaster risk reduction strategy

Needs & Recommendations

Lead Cohesive Food Systems
Planning & Coordination

Create a role within the City government
focused on aligned allocation of resources
In support of a resilient food system,
including urban agriculture, emergency
food distribution, food business startup
funding, and more. Integrate food metrics
into Cincylnsights.

2]
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Needs & Recommendations

Use City Money to Serve Healthy,
Local Food to City Employees

Adopt values-based purchasing and healthy
catering guidelines, prioritizing the
purchase and service of locally produced
and healthy food products throughout City
operations and include community-
supported agriculture (CSA) in the City's
Healthy Litestyle benefits.

) E BT

. w;&

Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Sustainable Diets & Nutrition

Actions from the Pact:

address non-communicable diseases associated with poor
diets; develop sustainable dietary guidelines; explore
regulatory and voluntary instruments to promote sustainable
diets in public facilities; commit to achieving universal
access to safe drinking water




@eds & Recommendations

Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Social & Economic Equity

Actions from the Pact:

use forms of social protection systems such as cash and food
transfers, food banks, community food kitchens, emergency
food pantries, etc., to provide access to healthy food for all
citizens; encourage and support social and solidarity activities;
promote networks and support grassroots activities; promote
participatory education, training and research

Prioritize Small and BIPOC-Owned
Food Businesses

Fund training for small and marginalized
producers and value-added businesses,
including on administrative topics like tax
requirements and incorporation, and on
food safety practices and planning.
Prioritize land access for BIPOC-owned
operations.



Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Food Production

Actions from the Pact:

promote and strengthen urban and peri-urban sustainable
food production; apply an ecosystem approach to guide
holistic and integrated land use planning and management
enabling secure access to land for sustainable food
production; provide services to food producers in and around
cities; support short food chains; improve waste and water
management and reuse in agriculture

Needs & Recommendations

Invest in Youth and
Workforce Development

Support young people in training for and
pursuing food production and processing
careers by creating and funding a
workforce development program
specifically for agriculture, which would
also help meet urban agriculture’s primary
resource need.

24
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Needs & Recommendations

Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:
Food Supply and Distribution

Make Access Easy and Actions from the Pact:

. review and strengthen food control systems; ensure
Invest in Infrastructure seasonal and local food consumption by linking peri-urban
and near rural areas transport and logistics; develop green
public procurement and trade policy to facilitate short food

Prioritize support of community-driven . " .
supply chains; support for municipal public markets

projects to increase food access
throughout the city, including hyper-
localized food hubs, increased cold storage,
specialized distribution networks, and ease
of permitting for farmers markets.
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@eds & Recommendations

Milan Urban Food Policy Pact Workstream:

Food Waste

Actions from the Pact:
adopt a circular economy approach; raise awareness of
food loss and waste; recover and redistribute food

26



NeXxt Steps

Build on the foundation we already have and use the City's tools and resources to make our regional food system more resilient.

Expand Existing Programming

Grow the City Urban Agriculture Program

through the addition of support staff and

increased funding earmarked for annual
urban agriculture grants and training.

Track Performance

Incorporate indicators into Cincylnsights
with attention to Milan Urban Food Policy
Pact metrics and the priorities of the
Green Cincinnati Plan.

Connect Opportunities

Utilize various platforms to engage with

residents about food issues and support

projects that connect resident needs like
food, housing, and transportation.

27




Resources

Cincinnati Urban Agriculture Program

Seeks to convert vacant parcels into agricultural
spaces, such as community gardens, foraging sites
and market garden businesses, as well as provide
financial support to such sites.

Greater Cincinnati Regional Food Policy

Council

An initiative of Green Umbrella, working through
collective impact to advance the vision of a
resilient regional food system.

CPS Outside

An impact team of Green Umbrella formed in Fall
2019 to work towards the vision that all Cincinnati
Public Schools’ students have equitable access to
outdoor experiences and environmental education.

The Common Orchard Project

A project incubated by Green Umbrella, working to
install and maintain hundreds of small orchard
plantings and growing “commonly held” resources
by educating communities on fresh food and urban
land management.

Environmental Resilience Institute Case Study

Our Zoning Code Amendment for urban
agriculture in Cincinnati featured by national
program hosted at Indiana University.

Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati

A regionally recognized nonprofit model that has
been teaching people how to grow food and care
for the environment since our founding in 1942
during the Victory Gardens movement.

University of Cincinnati BS in Horticulture

Students learn the relationship between
horticulture and ecological processes and develop
a forward-looking approach toward the
environment.

Cincinnati State Sustainable Agriculture

Management Certificate

A program that leads to career opportunities in
specialty crop growing operations, farmers’
markets, and other urban agriculture initiatives,
with students involved in continuous hands-on
learning at a local farm throughout the program.

28
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https://www.cincinnatiregionalfood.org/
https://www.cincinnatiregionalfood.org/
https://eri.iu.edu/erit/case-studies/cincinnati-urban-agriculture-zoning-code.html
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/food/urban-agriculture/
https://www.cincinnatistate.edu/academics/degree-certificate/sustainable-agriculture-management-certificate-agrc/
https://www.cincinnatistate.edu/academics/degree-certificate/sustainable-agriculture-management-certificate-agrc/
https://daap.uc.edu/academic-programs/school-of-planning/horticulture.html
https://www.civicgardencenter.org/
https://www.commonorchard.com/
https://greenumbrella.org/CPS-outside

A Cincinnati Food & Farming History

This interactive, hyperlinked timeline documents
some of the major food, farming, and business-
related histories of the Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana
Tri-State region

Edible Ohio Valley

A quarterly magazine about the people that grow,
raise, and produce food close to home around
Cincinnati and Dayton, Ohio, Northern Kentucky,
and Southeast Indiana.

Central Ohio River Valley Local Food Guide

The first local food guide was published in 2008 by
a group at Imago Earth Center. A small but
dedicated team has annually published a guide to
local food resources for the region since then.

Ohio Food Policy Network

A grassroots network that represents interested
people and organizations who share values and a
common vision for the food system in Ohio.

Ohio Ecological Food and Farming

Association

Since 1979, cultivating a future in which sustainable
and organic farmers thrive, local food nourishes
our communities, and agricultural practices protect
and enhance our environment.

USDA Urban Agriculture

The 2018 Farm Bill established the Office of Urban
Agriculture and Innovative Production (UAIP) to
better focus on the needs of urban farmers. USDA'’s

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
leads the USDA-wide office.

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition

An alliance of grassroots organizations that
advocates for federal policy reform to advance the
sustainability of agriculture, food systems, natural
resources, and rural communities.

Additional Reading

Peer-reviewed research articles and institutional
reports on urban agriculture.

29
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https://www.eatlocalcorv.org/pick-up-the-guide
http://ohiofpn.org/
https://www.usda.gov/topics/urban
https://www.edibleohiovalley.com/
https://greenumbrella.org/page-1075475
https://sustainableagriculture.net/
https://www.oeffa.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/139FlPEfGWoJOuca1NRF3Lnd8M9VUQ3uV?usp=share_link

Special thanks to Katie Ashton, Kristen Barker, Gary Dangel, Tevis Foreman, Brian Grubb, Mona Jenkins, Kamisha Montgomery,
Aaron Parker, Domoniqgue Peebles, Elizabeth Stites, Ann Troyer, Phil Waller, and Alan Wight for directly sharing insight, data,
photos, and stories for the compilation of this report. Every 2022 recipient of City of Cincinnati OES Urban Agriculture funding
also contributed data that was used in this report. Thank you.

Recognition and gratitude go to the original and past stewards of this land, the descendants of whom are among those who
continue to care for and cultivate our area today. We acknowledge the Hopewell, Adena, Miami, Shawnee, and Osage peoples,

whose unceded and stolen territories included the land which is now Cincinnati. In addition, we recognize the many
generations of people, including farmers and food system workers with Black, Indigenous, Latinx, immigrant, Appalachian,
women, LGBTQIA+, and other identities, who have built up our regional food system in the Central Ohio River Valley. We
continue to bear a responsibility to each other and to local ecological systems, and by practicing resilient urban agriculture
together, we have strength in unity.
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Maddie Chera

Director

Greater Cincinnati Regional Food Policy Council
at Green Umbrella
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