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NEWS

'Everybody's caretaker, everybody's mom:' Remembering
Patricia, DJ and Kaydence McCollum

Oct. 30, 2024 Updated Oct. 31, 2024, 8:02 a.m. ET

At her 70th birthday party, they played "I was here" by Beyonce. The song opens with the lyric, "I want to leave
my footprints in the sands of time."

Patricia McCollum did just that, according to her friends and family. She fostered over 100 children and trained
foster parents to take care of hundreds more. She was a social worker, a relentless advocate for families and even
a candidate for city council.

"She was living her legacy," said Rosemary Oglesby-Henry, a longtime friend. "She was iconic."

Ms. Pat, as she was known, was fatally stabbed on Oct. 24 along with her adopted son DJ McCollum, 32, and
adopted daughter 11-year-old Kaydence McCollum. She was 78.

Police said it was 66-year-old Anthony Mathis, Ms. Pat's son-in-law, who killed them. He died that same day
from self-inflicted knife wounds, according to investigators.

She was survived by another three adopted children and two biological children, but she would have never
labeled them that way. They were all just her kids, her grandson Jamaican McCollum said. There are too many
grandkids to count and well over 100 people whom she cared for through fostering, he said.

"I learned my hustle from her," Jamaican McCollum said. "Five, six, seven, eight jobs. Multiple contracts."

His grandmother's resume proves it. She was involved in a multitude of programs over the years: Off the Streets,
Granny's Love, Citizen's Committee on Youth and CITI Camp to name a few. She worked at numerous places as a
social worker as well.

Cameron Knight

Cincinnati Enquirer

7/9/25, 3:09 PM Pat McCollum was 'everybody's caretaker, everybody's mom'
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Oglesby-Henry knew Ms. Pat nearly her entire life, but when she became pregnant as a teen, she became very
close with the McCollum family. She babysat for them, and they eventually babysat for her.

She remembered helping Ms. Pat run for city council and reminding her that voters might be turned off if she
kept cussing as much as she did. She remembered her commanding every room she walked into. She
remembered her honesty.

"We should definitely lift her up even higher," Oglesby-Henry said. "We do that by supporting her causes: by
fostering and adopting, by supporting teen parents."

Peaches Carter-Smith met Ms. Pat in 1979 working with sickle cell patients at Cincinnati Children's Hospital
Medical Center where Ms. Pat was a social worker.

Carter-Smith was a computer operator, but Ms. Pat convinced her to pursue social work, and then she would
follow Ms. Pat to three or four other jobs.

"She loved life. She loved working with families," she said. Her pride and joy were all of her kids. DJ was just her
heart."

DJ McCollum came to Ms. Pat when he was 7. He was suffering from severe disabilities. When he was an infant,
another child threw a match into his crib, burning over 85% of his body. The incident took his lower legs and left
him with several developmental disabilities, but with Ms. Pat's help, he learned to use prosthetic legs and made it
through Woodward High School's program for teens with disabilities.

In a 2012 Enquirer report, she said she knew that DJ would live with her for the rest of his life.

"Either I die first, or he does," she said. "I will never separate from him."

Karen Rumsey is a victim's advocate at the Cincinnati Police Department, but before that, she worked at
Hamilton County Job and Family Services where she met Ms. Pat. Rumsey was struck by how she approached
people.

"She just worked and cared for people in general, regardless of what was going on and where you came from,"
Rumsey said. "She was everybody's caretaker, everybody's mom."

Rumsey said foster kids need safety and stability, but they can come with trauma and baggage. Ms. Pat would not
only love the kids, but also their parents, she said.

She would work and support the families to get those children reunified, and if that couldn't happen, she'd often
just adopt the children, Rumsey said.

"She was a good woman, an honorable lady," Rumsey said. "She'd do anything for anybody, especially if you were
a kid."

Jamaican McCollum said his grandmother was his favorite person. He said her door was always open and her
house was always full.

"Quiet wasn't for her," he said.

7/9/25, 3:09 PM Pat McCollum was 'everybody's caretaker, everybody's mom'

https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2024/10/30/everybodys-caretaker-everybodys-mom-city-grieves-the-mccollums/75915452007/ 2/4

Exhibit C

724



He said she had an over-the-top personality that he thinks he inherited.

"When you walked in the room, you didn't have to wonder who was in charge, because you knew it," he joked.

On Thanksgiving and Christmas, the house would be packed with people. Kids that his grandmother took care of
10 years before would show up out of the blue and get folded right back in. She saw them all as family and her
kids and grandkids saw it the same way.

He remembers running through the airport "20 deep" when they would take vacations to Myrtle Beach or
Jamaica. He also remembers going on smaller trips as a kid to Findlay Market and Busken Bakery.

"She beat every odd. She helped as many people as she possibly could and she was proud of that," he said. "She
accomplished so many things in those 78 years. Her tragedy is part of her legacy too. People will talk about the
wonderful Pat McCollum for years and years to come."

When it comes to what happened, Ms. Pat's friends and family are coping in their own ways. Many said they were
heartbroken.

"It's so catastrophic that when I close my eyes, I just see her face and feel pain," Oglesby-Henry said.

Jamaican McCollum said he is still processing all of it but wanted people to know that his family is holding on to
their faith.

"We believe in God. We have faith in God and we don't question God," he said. "I'm sure she's at peace. She's very
forgiving. She'll guide and protect us from the other side."

Now Jamaican McCollum is planning the services for his grandmother.

"We talked about it and she told me how elaborate she wants her funeral to be," he joked.

Vigil and services

On Friday, a candlelight vigil will be held for Patricia, DJ and Kaydence McCollum at the Holloway House and
Resource Center at 3864 Reading Road. The vigil will run from 7:30 to 8:15 p.m.

On Nov. 8, a visitation will be held for Patricia, DJ and Kaydence McCollum from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at
the Corinthian Baptist Church at 1920 Tennessee Ave. Funeral services will immediately follow. At 3 p.m., a
repass celebration will begin at Receptions Event Center at 5975 Boymel Drive in Fairfield.

A GoFundMe campaign has been launched to help pay for the funeral expenses.

7/9/25, 3:09 PM Pat McCollum was 'everybody's caretaker, everybody's mom'
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LOCAL NATIONAL WEATHER SPORTS TRAFFIC WATCH NOW 

By: Alex Null

Posted 6:56 PM, Feb 28, 2025

CINCINNATI — A champion for our most vulnerable kids — that's how Hamilton County

Commissioner Denise Driehaus remembers Patricia McCollum, the woman killed

alongside her two adopted children in her College Hill home last fall.

NEWS  LOCAL NEWS  POSITIVELY CINCINNATI

'She left a beautiful legacy' | Hamilton County 
rename street after late foster advocate

Photo by: DeRonn McCollum
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In October, McCollum and her two adopted children — 32-year-old DJ and 11-year-old

Kaydence — were found dead inside her home.

Police said they were stabbed to death by Anthony Mathis, McCollum's son-in-law. Mathis,

66, died from self-inflicted stab wounds at UC Medical Center after an hours-long SWAT

standoff with Cincinnati police.

"She was like our real-life Superwoman," said DeRonn McCollum, her grandson.

Patricia McCollum, who also went by Ms. Pat, was known for her advocacy for foster

children. Her family said Ms. Pat adopted more than 60 children throughout her life.

"She was full of love, she spoiled everybody," DeRonn McCollum said.

Hear more about how Patricia McCollum inspired the people around her:

Ms. Pat's daughter, Detra, said her mother was also loving of others.

Read More

00:00 02:00
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"I've never remembered a time where we didn't have children around, or somebody," Detra

McCollum said.

Detra McCollum said her mother's advocacy for foster children inspired her to foster kids

of her own.

Detra and DeRonn McCollum said they're at peace with her death.

"God doesn't make any mistakes, you know, we're born to die." DeRonn McCollum said.

They said they miss her dearly, but added that her memory lives on.

"She left a beautiful legacy," Detra McCollum said.

It's not just Ms. Pat's family that's trying to honor that legacy. On Wednesday at the State

of the County address, Driehaus announced the commissioner's plans to honor Patricia

McCollum.

Driehaus said the Mercy Health building in Bond Hill would soon become the central

campus for county employees. Driehaus said they plan to rename the street leading up to

the building "Pat McCollum Way."

"I think it's a reminder to all of us that there's something we can all do to make a difference

in the lives of one of these kids," Driehaus said.

Driehaus said they chose to rename that street because the building will soon be the main

hub for the county's Jobs and Family Services, a department McCollum worked with often

to help foster kids.

"It was just a no-brainer," Driehaus said.

Driehaus said county leaders are working with the City of Cincinnati to make sure the

street is renamed by the end of the year. She said they hope to move their employees into

the building by the end of the year.

In the meantime, McCollum's family said they're grateful that she will continue to be

remembered.

"You won't have no choice but to say Pat McCollum," Detra McCollum said.

"They're going to be sending mail to Pat McCollum Way," DeRonn McCollum added.

More Ohio news:

• Educators speak out against removals on retired teachers' pension fund board

• Lawsuit questions use of unclaimed funds on stadiums for Bengals, Browns, etc.
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