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ROLL CALL

AGENDA

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY), submitted by Andrew Garth, Interim City 
Solicitor, ESTABLISHING new capital improvement program project 
account no. 980x101x211033, “Findlay Park Recreation Improvements,” 
for the purpose of partnering with Cincinnati Center City Development 
Corporation (“3CDC”) to provide resources for the design and 
construction of new state-of-the-art recreation improvements in and 
around Findlay Park in the Over-The-Rhine neighborhood; 
AUTHORIZING the transfer of the sum of $50,000 from the General 
Fund balance sheet reserve account no. 050x2580, “Reserve for 
Weather Related Events, Other Emergency and One-Time Needs,” to 
the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050; AUTHORIZING the 
transfer and appropriation of $50,000 from the unappropriated surplus 
of General Fund 050 to newly created capital improvement program 
project account no. 980x101x211033, “Findlay Park Recreation 
Improvements,” for the purpose of providing resources for the design 
and construction of such recreation improvements; AUTHORIZING the 
City Manager to accept in-kind donations from 3CDC by providing 
design, community engagement, and development services to complete 
the Findlay Park Recreation Improvements valued at $50,000; and 
DECLARING expenditures from capital improvements program project 
account no. 980x101x211033, “Findlay Park Recreation Improvements,” 
to be for a public purpose.

2020017711.

Sponsors: Cranley

TRANSMITTAL

ORDINANCE

Attachments:
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ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY), dated 09/25/2020, submitted by Mayor 
Cranley, from Andrew W. Garth, Interim City Solicitor, ESTABLISHING 
new capital improvement program project account no. 980x101x211033, 
“Findlay Park Recreation Improvements,” for the purpose of partnering 
with Cincinnati Center City Development Corporation (“3CDC”) to 
provide resources for the design and construction of new state-of-the-art 
recreation improvements in and around Findlay Park in the 
Over-The-Rhine neighborhood; AUHORIZING the transfer and 
appropriation of the sum of $50,000 from the unappropriated surplus of 
Downtown/OTR West Equivalent Fund 482 (“Downtown/OTR West TIF 
District”) to newly created capital improvement program project account 
no. 980x101x211033, “Findlay Park Recreation Improvements,” for the 
purpose of providing resources for the design and construction of such 
recreation improvements; AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept 
in-kind donations from 3CDC by providing deign, community 
engagement, and development services to complete the “Findlay Park 
Recreation Improvements” valued at $50,000; and DECLARING 
expenditures from capital improvement program project account no. 
980x101x211033, “Findlay Park Recreation Improvements,” to be for a 
public purpose.

2020016962.

Sponsors: Mayor

Transmittal - 202001696

Emergency Ordinance 202001696

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, 
Interim City Manager, on 9/23/2020, MODIFYING Article XV, 
“Retirement System,” of the Administrative Code of the City of Cincinnati 
by amending Section 1, “Board of Trustees,” Section 3, “Organization of 
Board,” Section 7, “Actuary,” and Section 9, “Actuarial Investigations,” to 
harmonize the Administrative Code with the provisions of the 
Collaborative Settlement Agreement reached in Sunyak, et al. v. City of 
Cincinnati, et al., Case Number 1:11-cv-445 in the United States District 
Court, Southern District of Ohio, Western Division.

2020016023.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

ORDINANCE submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City 
Manager, on 9/30/2020, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept 
in-kind donations from the Cincinnati Parks Foundation of signage, 
landscaping materials, equipment and furnishings, and contract services 
valued at up to $96,391.35, to benefit and improve various City parks.

2020016834.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:
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ORDINANCE submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City 
Manager, on 9/30/2020, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for 
grants, loans, and loan assistance awarded by Hamilton County from 
the Municipal Road Fund Program and the Ohio Public Works 
Commission State Capital Improvement Program, the Local 
Transportation Improvement Program, and the Revolving Loan Program 
(Funding Round 35) for the purpose of ensuring the timely completion of 
various road and bridge construction projects throughout the City.

2020016845.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachment

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, 
Interim City Manager, on 9/30/2020, AUTHORIZING the City Manager 
to accept a Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act grant 
(CFDA No. 20.507) from the Federal Transit Administration, an 
operating administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation, in an 
amount up to $566,610 for the purpose of providing funding for the 
Cincinnati Bell Connector operating budget; and further AUTHORIZING 
the Director of Finance to deposit the funds in Fund 455, “Streetcar 
Operations.”

2020016856.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, 
Interim City Manager, on 9/30/2020, AUTHORIZING the City Manager 
to apply for, accept, and appropriate a grant in the amount of up to 
$25,000 from the Greater Cincinnati Foundation to the Office of 
Environment and Sustainability’s General Fund non-personnel operating 
budget account no. 050x104x7400 for the purpose of providing 
resources to support the City’s Urban Agriculture Program; and 
AUTHORIZING the Finance Director to deposit the grant resources into 
General Fund revenue account no. 050x8571.

2020016867.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:
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ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY), submitted by Councilmember 
Sundermann, Councilmember Mann, and Vice-Mayor Smitherman, 
AUTHORIZING the designation of $235,000 of the $1,000,000 included 
in the Approved FY 2021 Budget Update for the Community Safety 
Response Program for the Victims Assistance Liaison/Cincinnati 
Citizens Respect Our Witnesses Unit of the Cincinnati Police 
Department’s Criminal Investigation Section; and AUTHORIZING the 
designation of $20,000 of the $1,000,000 included in the Approved FY 
2021 Budget Update for the Community Safety Response Program for 
the UCanSpeakForMe program for assistance in community outreach 
and crime solving initiatives; and AUTHORIZING the designation of 
$20,000 of the $1,000,000 included in the Approved FY 2021 Budget 
Update for the Community Safety Response Program for a new 
anti-violence mentoring youth program from Cincinnati Works.

2020018458.

Sponsors: Sundermann, Mann and Smitherman

Transmittal

Emergency Ordinance

Attachments:

MOTION, dated 06/16/2020, submitted by Councilmember Mann, WE 
MOVE that the city set aside $5 million in the budget for fiscal year 2021 
to fund new alternatives to traditional policing roles. WE FURTHER 
MOVE that the administration report to Council monthly on its progress 
and that it propose initial action steps, including renewed focus on the 
Collaborative Refresh process, before six months has elapsed. 
(STATEMENT ATTACHED)

2020007779.

Sponsors: Mann

MotionAttachments:

REPORT, dated  10/7/2020, submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, 
Interim City Manager, regarding Alternatives to Traditional Policing 
Roles.  (SEE REFERENCE DOC#202000777)

20200181910.

Sponsors: City Manager

Report

2020 MCT Proposal Sept 29 2020

Attachments:
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ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, 
Interim City Manager, on 10/7/2020, AUTHORIZING the City Manager 
to execute a Quitclaim Deed in favor of the State of Ohio, Department of 
Transportation, to convey land adjacent to Interstate 75 in the Hartwell 
neighborhood of Cincinnati in connection with transportation 
improvement project HAM 75 - 11.09.

20200181611.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachment

Attachment

Attachments:

COMMUNICATION, submitted by the Clerk of Council from various 
citizens regarding opposition to the OTR Special Improvement District.

20200172212.

Sponsors: Clerk of Council

OTR SID COMMUNICATIONAttachments:

MOTION, submitted by Councilmembers Young and Kearney, WE 
MOVE that the Administration amend the existing CRA agreement with 
2347 Reading Road, LLC, an affiliate of Kingsley & Co., for its 2347 
Reading Road hotel project to: (1) extend the project completion 
deadline through December 31, 2024, and (2) extend the outside tax 
year by which the abatement would commence through 2024. 
(STATEMENT ATTACHED)

20200143513.

Sponsors: Young and Kearney

MOTION 202001435Attachments:

COMMUNICATION, dated 09/24/2020, submitted by Councilmember 
Mann, from James J. McGraw Jr., Keating Muething & Klekamp, PLL, 
regarding Pending Motion by Council Members Young and Kearney to 
Approve an Extension of the Project Completion Date of a CRA for 2347 
Reading Road LLC.

20200167514.

Sponsors: Mann

202001675Attachments:

COMMUNICATION, dated 09/22/2020, submitted by James J. McGraw, 
Jr., Keating Muething & Klekamp, PLL, regarding Pending Motion by 
Council Members Young and Kearney to Approve an Extension of the 
Project Completion Date of a CRA for 2347 Reading Road LLC.

20200167615.

Sponsors: Mann

CommunicationAttachments:
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COMMUNICATION, dated 09/22/2020, submitted by Councilmember 
Mann, from Carol Gibbs, Mt. Auburn Community Development 
Corporation (MACDC) regarding the Monday September 14 Mt. Auburn 
Community Council voted to rescind our support for Mr. Chin Ndukwe’s 
request of an extension of his tax abatement on the hotel that he is 
building on Reading Rd. in Mt. Auburn.

20200167716.

Sponsors: Mann

CommunicationAttachments:

COMMUNICATION, submitted by Councilmember Kearney, from John 
K. Seibert, University of Cincinnati, Associate Vice President, regarding 
a letter of support for temporary, protected bike lane on Clifton Avenue.

20200184417.

Sponsors: Kearney

UC Letter of support LTR - Clifton Dual Bike Lane SupportAttachments:

MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Sundermann, WE MOVE that 
the City of Cincinnati allow for a variety of celebration activities for 
Halloween to proceed this year, informed by guidance from the 
Cincinnati Health Department. WE FURTHER MOVE that City Council 
shall not add any additional barriers to celebration activities other than 
those established by the Cincinnati Health Department and the Ohio 
Department of Health. (STATEMENT ATTACHED)

20200170618.

Sponsors: Sundermann

MOTION 202001706Attachments:

MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Kearney, concerning the 
FY2021 CARRYOVER BUDGET PRIORITIES. As City Council beings 
to work through the 2021 Carryover Budget, please accept these as my 
priorities for public discussion and consideration: Cincinnati Arts Access 
Fund (CAAF): a one-time investment of $200,000 should be made to 
address the loss of income and financial support that artists, creatives, 
and neighborhood arts organizations have faced amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. The fund should be managed and administered by ArtsWave 
to ensure public trust and to leverage the deep expertise of a leading 
local institution that funds and supports 100+ art projects and 
organizations through impact-based grants that result in a wave of arts 
that connect our region and make it vibrant. (BALANCE ON FILE IN 
THE CLERK’S OFFICE).

20200182919.

Sponsors: Kearney

Motion 202001829Attachments:
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MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Kearney, WE MOVE for the City 
Administration to deliver a report to City Council regarding the feasibility 
of creating a Cincinnati Arts Access Fund (CAAF) to address the loss of 
income and financial support that artists, creatives, and neighborhood 
arts organizations have faced amid the COVID-19 pandemic. WE 
FURTHER MOVE for this fund to be managed and administered by 
ArtsWave to ensure public trust and to leverage the deep expertise of a 
leading local institution that funds and supports 100+ arts projects and 
organizations through impact-based grants that result in a wave of arts 
that connect our region and make it vibrant. (BALANCE ON FILE IN 
THE CLERK’S OFFICE)

20200183720.

Sponsors: Kearney

MotionAttachments:

REPORT, dated  10/7/2020, submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, 
Interim City Manager, regarding Department of Finance Reports for the 
Month Ended August 31, 2020.

20200181321.

Sponsors: City Manager

Report

Comparative Statement of Revenue

Statement of Revenue

Audit Report

Statement of Balances

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, 
Interim City Manager, on 10/12/2020, AMENDING Ordinance No. 
495-2019 to modify the reference from Fund 762 to Fund 763 to 
accommodate Ackermann Enterprises, Inc.’s and its affiliates’ proposed 
financing.

20200188322.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

Page 7 City of Cincinnati Printed on 10/9/2020

7

http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=2617
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4b4d0a35-08c1-4e3c-9de8-ca09ce9f4380.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=2606
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b14ab5a8-6b1d-49d7-a52d-ec291f308ad4.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=956a27a4-4b40-4111-ab84-2ae0851c9ff1.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=2bf4a492-4288-495e-8ffa-13260cd4a64f.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a5091322-9fd4-4a67-955c-3c61215d9952.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1d215f37-b862-4f6a-9d76-f34ab12fcfe9.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=2640
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=aec3beb7-cb54-4aed-a201-eb6303e35734.docx
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=53f98aa4-937d-4d30-9ecd-79ea80a69157.pdf


October 12, 2020Budget and Finance Committee Agenda - Final

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY), dated 10/09/2020, submitted by 
Councilmembers Sundermann, Mann and Vice Mayor Smitherman, from 
Andrew W. Garth, Interim City Solicitor, AUTHORIZING the designation 
of $235,000 of the $1,000,000 included in the Approved FY 2021 
Budget Update for the Community Safety Response Program for the 
Victims Assistance Liaison/Cincinnati Citizens Respect Our Witnesses 
Unit of the Cincinnati Police Department’s Criminal Investigation 
Section; and AUTHORIZING the designation of $20,000 of the 
$1,000,000 included in the Approved FY 20921 Budget Update for the 
Community Safety Response Program for the UCanSpeakForMe 
program for assistance in community outreach and crime solving 
initiatives; and AUTHORIZING the designation of $20,000 of the 
$1,000,000 included in the Approved FY 2021 Budget Update for the 
Community Safety Response Program to Ennis Tait Ministries for 
Violence reduction administered by Project Lifeline.

20200188523.

Sponsors: Mann, Sundermann and Smitherman

Transmittal

Emergency Ordinance

Attachments:

ADJOURNMENT
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city of

CINCINNATI ̂
Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet

Date: September 29,2020

To: Mayor John Cranley

From: Andrew W. Garth, Interim City Solicitor

Subject: Emergency Ordinance - 3CDC Findlay Park Recreation Improvements
(Non-TIF Dollars)

Transmitted herewith is an emergency ordinance captioned as follows:

ESTABLISHEVG new capital improvement program project account no.
980x101x211033, "Findlay Park Recreation Improvements," for the purpose of
partnering with Cincinnati Center City Development Corporation ("3CDC") to
provide resources for the design and construction of new state-of-the-art
recreation improvements in and around Findlay Park in the Over-The-Rhine
neighborhood; AUTHORIZING the transfer of the sum of $50,000 from the
General Fund balance sheet reserve account no. 050x2580, "Reserve for Weather

Related Events, Other Emergency and One-Time Needs," to the unappropriated
surplus of General Fund 050; AUTHORIZING the transfer and appropriation of
$50,000 from the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050 to newly created
capital improvement program project account no. 980x101x211033, "Findlay
Park Recreation Improvements," for the purpose of providing resources for the
design and construction of such recreation improvements; AUTHORIZING the
City Manager to accept in-kind donations from 3CDC by providing design,
community engagement, and development services to complete the Findlay Park
Recreation Improvements valued at $50,000; and DECLARING expenditures
from capital improvement program project account no. 980x101x211033,
"Findlay Park Recreation Improvements," to be for a public purpose.

AWG/CMZ/(lnk)
Attachment

321189

{00321229-1}
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EMERGENCY

Olttg of Olmrionatt

An ©riitnancB No
ESTABLISHING new capital improvement program project account no. 980x101x211033,
"Findlay Park Recreation Improvements," for the purpose of partnering with Cincinnati Center
City Development Corporation ("3CDC") to provide resources for the design and construction of
new state-of-the-art recreation improvements in and around Findlay Park in the Over-The-Rhine
neighborhood; AUTHORIZING the transfer of the sum of $50,000 from the General Fund balance
sheet reserve account no. 050x2580, "Reserve for Weather Related Events, Other Emergency and
One-Time Needs," to the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050; AUTHORIZING the
transfer and appropriation of $50,000 from the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050 to
newly created capital improvement program project account no. 980x101x211033, "Findlay Park
Recreation Improvements," for the purpose of providing resources for the design and construction
of such recreation improvements; AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept in-kind donations
from 3CDC by providing design, community engagement, and development services to complete
the Findlay Park Recreation Improvements valued at $50,000; and DECLARING expenditures
from capital improvement program project account no. 980x101x211033, "Findlay Park
Recreation Improvements," to be for a public purpose.

WHEREAS, the Cincinnati Recreation Commission's Findlay and Grant Parks
Community Engagement Summary Report, dated August 2019, identified the need for additional
recreational improvements in and around Findlay Park (the "Recreation Improvements") to serve
Over-The-Rhine and the community; and

WHEREAS, due to the extensive nature of the Recreation Improvements envisioned and
the likely complex financing required to complete such improvements, the City will need to engage
an experienced development manager to provide design, community engagement, and
development services to complete the Recreation Improvements; and

WHEREAS, Cincinnati Center City Development Corporation ("3CDC") is uniquely
qualified to act as the development manager for the Recreation Improvements due to its successful
experiences designing, planning, and completing redevelopment of public spaces throughout the
Central Business District and Over-The-Rhine, including the successful redevelopment of
Fountain Square, Washington Park, and Zeigler Park; and

WHEREAS, an estimated $100,000 is needed to complete the design phase for the
Recreation Improvements; and

WHEREAS, 3CDC has agreed to match a City contribution of $50,000 with an in-kind
contribution in order to fully fund the necessary design work; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:

10



Section 1. That Cincinnati Center City Development Corporation ("3CDC") is hereby

designated as development manager to oversee design and development of recreation

improvements in and around Findlay Park due to its unique and demonstrated experience

successfully designing, planning, and completing large-scale redevelopment of public spaces in

the Over-The-Rhine neighborhood and the Central Business District.

Section 2. That the Director of Finance is authorized to establish new capital improvement

program project account no. 980x101x211033, "Findlay Park Recreation Improvements," for the

purpose of providing resources for the cost of completing design work for redevelopment of

recreation improvements in and around Findlay Park or for other related hard or soft costs

associated with such redevelopment (the "Recreation Improvements").

Section 3. That the transfer of $50,000 from the General Fund balance sheet reserve

account no. 050x2580, "Reserve for Weather Related Events, Other Emergency and One-Time

Needs," to the unappropriated surplus of General Fund 050 is hereby authorized.

Section 4. That the transfer and appropriation of $50,000 from the unappropriated surplus

of General Fund 050 to capital improvement program project account no. 980x101x211033,

"Findlay Park Recreation Improvements," is hereby authorized for the purpose of providing

resources for the costs of completing design work for redevelopment of the Recreation

Improvements, as allowable by Ohio law.

Section 5. That the City Manager is hereby authorized to accept in-kind donations from

3CDC constituting design, community engagement, and development services valued at $50,000

that are necessary to complete the Recreation Improvements.

Section 6. That Council hereby declares that the expenditure of the herein-appropriated

funds to provide resources for the Recreation Improvements (i) serves a public purpose because

11



the project will increase neighborhood vitality, and (ii) that the Recreation Improvements are

anticipated to have an estimated life or estimated period of usefulness of five years or more.

Section 7. That the proper City officials are hereby authorized to do all things necessary

and proper to carry out the provisions of this ordinance including, without limitation, entering into

a development manager agreement with 3 CDC consistent with this ordinance.

Section 8. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms

of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is

the immediate need to commence the design of the Recreation Improvements so that community

outreach, design, and construction may occur as quickly as possible.

Passed: ,2020

John Cranley, Mayor

Attest:
Clerk
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             September 23, 2020 

            

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

 

From:  Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager 

 

Subject: Modifying Administrative Code Article XV “Retirement System”  
 

 

 

Transmitted herewith is an Emergency Ordinance captioned: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cc:  Paula Tilsley, Executive Director 

       Cincinnati Retirement System 

 

Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet 

 

MODIFYING Article XV, “Retirement System,” of the Administrative Code 

of the City of Cincinnati by amending Section 1, “Board of Trustees,” Section 

3, “Organization of Board,” Section 7, “Actuary,” and Section 9, “Actuarial 

Investigations,” to harmonize the Administrative Code with the provisions of 

the Collaborative Settlement Agreement reached in Sunyak, et al. v. City of 

Cincinnati, et al., Case Number 1:11-cv-445 in the United States District Court, 

Southern District of Ohio, Western Division. 

 

 

 

202001602 
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E M E R G E N C Y 

 

LES 

 

 

- 2020 

 

 

MODIFYING Article XV, “Retirement System,” of the Administrative Code of the City of 

Cincinnati by amending Section 1, “Board of Trustees,” Section 3, “Organization of Board,” 

Section 7, “Actuary,” and Section 9, “Actuarial Investigations,” to harmonize the Administrative 

Code with the provisions of the Collaborative Settlement Agreement reached in Sunyak, et al. v. 

City of Cincinnati, et al., Case Number 1:11-cv-445 in the United States District Court, Southern 

District of Ohio, Western Division. 

 

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2015, the City of Cincinnati entered into a Collaborative Settlement 

Agreement (“CSA”) to resolve multiple consolidated court cases against the City that were 

pending in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, Western Division, in 

Case Number 1:11-cv-445; and 

 

WHEREAS, the terms of the CSA prevail over conflicting provisions of Article XV of the 

Administrative Code; and 

   

 WHEREAS, amendment of the Administrative Code to conform it to the terms of the CSA 

and current policies and procedures of the Cincinnati Retirement System provides increased clarity 

and transparency; now, therefore, 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio, with three-

fourths of its members concurring: 

 

Section 1.  That existing Section 1, “Board of Trustees,” Section 3, “Organization of  

Board,” Section 7, “Actuary,” and Section 9, “Actuarial Investigations,” of Article XV, 

“Retirement System,” of the Cincinnati Administrative Code are hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

Sec. 1.  Board of Trustees.  

a)  The general administration and responsibility for the proper operation of the 

retirement system shall be vested in a board of trustees. The board of trustees shall consist 

of eleven nine members:  

i.  Six Four members with qualifications specified in subsection (b) shall be 

appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of Council.  
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ii.  Four Two members, who mayshall be employee members of the system, shall 

be elected by deferred members retirees and active members, as defined in Sections 

203-1-DM1 and 203-1-A23, who are not currently receiving a retirement benefit. 

iii.  One Three members, who mayshall be a retired members of the system, shall 

be elected by persons who are receiving retirement allowances, optional benefits, 

or survivor benefits from the system.  

b)  The Mayor shall appoint a nominating committee to recruit and recommend 

candidates for appointment to the board. At least two of the The appointed members of the 

board shall have the following qualifications:  

i.  Baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university in finance, 

economics, business, or other field of study involving financial management; or 

addition to the expertise required pursuant to subsection (b)(ii) herein.  

ii.  A minimum of ten years of experience in pension administration, pension 

actuarial practice, institutional investment management, employee 

benefits/investment law, banking, asset/liability management for an insurance 

company, or university or college professor with a focus on fiduciary or trust fund 

law or quantitative background in financial theory or actuarial math. corporate or 

municipal finance, institutional investments, law, corporate governance, risk 

management, health care administration, employee benefits, retirement plan 

administration, insurance or actuarial science.  

iii.  Except for any appointed member appointed on the basis of expertise in 

municipal finance, the appointed member shall not be a current or former City 

employee; a current or former appointed City official; a participant, retiree, or 

beneficiary in the retirement system; a representative from any union representing 

City employees; or an immediate relative or spouse of a City employee or City 

retiree.  

iiiv.  The appointed member shall not have any business, personal, or family 

interests related to the Citycity or the retirement system that would constitute a 

conflict of interest, or that would create the appearance of a conflict of interest, with 

the duties of a trustee. Being a member of the Cincinnati Retirement System or a 

beneficiary of the Cincinnati Retirement System shall not constitute a conflict of 

interest. 

iv.  Residency shall not be considered as a qualification for any appointed 

member.  

vi.  A current or former elected Citycity official appointed as a member of the 

board pursuant to this subsection b)iii herein does not have to meet the requirements 

of subsection b)i and b)ii of this section. No more than two current or former elected 

Citycity officials appointed as members of the board pursuant to this subsection 

b)iii herein shall be eligible to simultaneously serve as members of the board.  

c)  Board members shall serve four-year terms, except that:  

i.  when the Mayor makes initial appointments to the board under this Article, the 

Mayor shall appoint two members to serve four-year terms, two members to serve 
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three-year terms, and two members to serve two-year terms, so that the terms 

overlap to establish continuity in board membership from year to year.  

ii.  for the initial election of the board members elected pursuant to subsection a)ii 

of this section, the two active employee candidates with the highest vote totals shall 

serve a four-year terms and the other two active employee candidates with the next 

highest vote totals shall serve a two-year terms.  

iii. for the initial election of the board members elected pursuant to subsection a)iii 

of this section, the two retiree candidates with the two highest vote totals shall serve 

four year terms and the retiree candidate with the third highest vote total shall serve 

a two year term.    

d)  Each board member may serve up to three four-year terms, except that persons serving 

three-year or two-year terms upon the their initial appointments to the board may serve the 

initial term and two subsequent four-year terms.  

e)  Each board member shall hold office from the first date of the term until the end of 

the term for which the member was appointed. Any member appointed to fill a vacancy 

occurring before the expiration of the term for which the member's predecessor was 

appointed shall hold office for the remainder of the unexpired term. Any member shall 

continue in office after the expiration date of the member's term until the member's 

successor takes office, or until a period of thirty days has elapsed, whichever occurs first.  

i.  Appointed members: A vacancy on the board shall be filled in the same manner 

as the original appointment.; however, if the vacancy is not filled within ninety 

days, the board members may appoint a member to complete the unexpired term. 

ii.  Elected members: If the remaining portion of the unexpired term is sixten 

months or less, the position will remain vacant until the next regularly-scheduled 

election. If the remaining portion of the unexpired term is more than sixten months, 

the entity whose representative position is vacant shall nominate candidates to fill 

the unexpired term. The board shall choose a member to fill the vacancy from the 

nominated candidates an election to elect a new board member shall be held in 

accordance with the election rules promulgated by the board. regarding vacancies 

of more than six ten months.  

f)  An entity authorized to appoint or elect a member under subsection a) shall remove 

its appointee or representative from the board for any act of misconduct involving the 

trustee's duties, including breach of fiduciary duty and failure to properly discharge the 

duties of the trustee, to the extent permitted by state law.  

g)  The board shall meet regularly and shall convene other meetings at the request of the 

chairperson or a majority of the members. A member who fails to attend at least three-

fifths of the regular and special meetings of the board during any two-year period forfeits 

membership on the board.  

h)  The board shall report to Councilcouncil at least quarterlyannually on the following 

issues:  

i.  Success at meeting the investment and funding objectives.  
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ii.  Investment performance and attribution.  

iii.  Compliance with conflict of interest and ethics policies.  

iv.  Compliance with benefit delivery policies.  

v.  Results of external and internal audit findings and follow-up efforts.  

vi.  Board member attendance, travel, and educational efforts.  

i)  The board shall vote to disqualify any candidate from seeking election to the board or 

any member from remaining as a board trustee for any of the following reasons:  

i.  Finding of dishonesty in any civil proceeding or disciplinary decision.  

ii.  Conviction of a felony for an act committed while the candidate or member 

was an adult.  

iii.  Failure to comply with election requirements established by the board.  

Sec. 3. - Organization of Board.  

The board shall elect from its membership a chair and vice-chair. The manager executive 

director of the retirement system shall be secretary, ex officio, of the board, but shall not 

vote on items considered by the board. At least seven six board members shall be present 

for the board to meet. The concurring votes of six five board memberstrustees shall be 

necessary for any decision by the board. 

 

Sec. 7. - Actuary.  

The board shall designateretain an actuary who shall be its technical adviser on matters 

regarding the operation of the retirement system and shall perform such other duties as are 

required in connection therewith. The retention of the actuary shall follow the city’s 

established procurement process. The board shall keep in convenient form such data as 

shall be necessary for actuarial valuation of the retirement system and for checking the 

experience of the retirement system.  

Sec. 9. - Actuarial Investigations.  

At least once in each five-year period, the board shall cause an actuarial investigation 

to be made into the mortality, service, and compensation experience of the members and 

beneficiaries of the retirement system, and shall make a valuation of its assets and 

liabilities. Taking into account the results of such investigation and valuation, the board 

shall:  

(a)  Adopt such mortality service and other tables as it shall consider necessary; and 

(b)  Certify the rates of contributions payable by members in accordance with 

ordinance provisions;  

(bc)  Certify the rates of contribution payable by the city on account of new entrants 

at various agesCause an actuarial valuation to be made of the assets and liabilities of the 

retirement system at least once every two years. 
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Section 2.   That existing Section 1, “Board of Trustees,” Section 3, “Organization of  

Board,” Section 7, “Actuary,” and Section 9, “Actuarial Investigations,” of Article XV, 

“Retirement System,” of the Cincinnati Administrative Code are hereby repealed. 

Section 3.  That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms 

of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter be effective immediately.  The reason for the emergency is 

the immediate need to update the Administrative Code so that the Board of the Cincinnati 

Retirement System’s ability to meet and conduct business is not affected. 

 

 

Passed: _______________________________, 2020 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

                                                                                                     John Cranley, Mayor 

 

 

Attest: _______________________________ 

                                   Clerk 

 

 

New language underscored.  Deletions indicated by strike-through. 
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September 30, 2020 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council   202001683 

From:  Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – In-Kind Donations from Cincinnati Parks Foundation 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned:  

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept in-kind donations from the 

Cincinnati Parks Foundation of signage, landscaping materials, equipment 

and furnishings, and contract services valued at up to $96,391.35, to benefit 

and improve various City parks. 

 

This Ordinance authorizes the City Manager to accept in-kind donations from the Cincinnati 

Parks Foundation of signage, landscaping materials, equipment and furnishings, and 

contract services valued at up to $96,391.35 to benefit and improve various City parks.  

 

There are no FTEs or matching funds associated with the acceptance of this donation.  

 

This Ordinance is in accordance with the “Sustain” goal to “Preserve our natural and built 

environment” and the strategy to “Protect our natural resources,” as set forth on pages 194-

196 of Plan Cincinnati (2012).  

 

The Administration recommends passage of this Ordinance. 

 

cc: Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 Karen Alder, Finance Director 

 

Attachment 
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CFG 

 

 

- 2020 

 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept in-kind donations from the Cincinnati Parks 
Foundation of signage, landscaping materials, equipment and furnishings, and contract services 
valued at up to $96,391.35, to benefit and improve various City parks. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Cincinnati Parks Foundation intends to donate signage, landscaping 
materials, equipment and furnishings, and contract services to the City of Cincinnati to benefit and 
improve various City parks; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the value of the donation is approximately $96,391.35; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there are no FTEs associated with acceptance of this donation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this ordinance is in accordance with the “Sustain” goal to “Preserve our 
natural and built environment,” and the strategy to “Protect our natural resources,” as set forth on 
pages 194-196 of Plan Cincinnati (2012); now, therefore, 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 
 
 Section 1.  That the City Manager is hereby authorized to accept in-kind donations from 

the Cincinnati Parks Foundation of signage, landscaping materials, equipment and furnishings, 

and contract services valued at up to $96,391.35 to benefit and improve various City parks. 

 Section 2.  That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to carry out the terms of Section 1 hereof. 

 Section 3.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

 
Passed: ________________________________, 2020 
 
 
             _________________________________ 
                                                                                                         John Cranley, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: __________________________________ 
                                    Clerk 
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September 30, 2020 

 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council      

From: Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – Municipal Road Fund Program and Ohio Public Works 

Commission Round 35 Funding Applications 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned: 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for grants, loans, and loan 

assistance awarded by Hamilton County from the Municipal Road Fund 

Program and the Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement 

Program, the Local Transportation Improvement Program, and the Revolving 

Loan Program (Funding Round 35) for the purpose of ensuring the timely 

completion of various road and bridge construction projects throughout the City.  

 

Approval of this Ordinance would authorize the City Manager to apply for grants, loans, and 

loan assistance awarded by Hamilton County from the Municipal Road Fund (MRF) program 

and the Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) State Capital Improvement Program 

(SCIP), the Local Transportation Improvement Program (LTIP), and the Revolving Loan 

Fund Program as part of Funding Round 35.   

 

The Department of Transportation and Engineering (DOTE) identified the attached list of 

potential projects and local matching resources for which it intends to submit applications 

for grant resources by November 6, 2020 for funding year 2022. DOTE may apply for projects 

not included on this list if City priorities change. However, if the City is awarded any grants, 

loans, or loan assistance under these programs, DOTE will only accept grant resources for 

which City Council has provided authorization. Depending on the terms of the grant award 

for each project, local match funds may be required. Local match resources would come from 

existing and future capital improvement program project accounts as indicated in the 

attachment. No additional FTE are associated with these applications for grants, loans, or 

loan assistance.   

 

The implementation of these potential projects is in accordance with the "Connect" goal to 

"develop an efficient multi-modal transportation system that supports neighborhood 

livability," as described on pages 129-138 of Plan Cincinnati (2012). 

 

The Administration recommends passage of this Ordinance. 

 

cc: Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 Karen Alder, Finance Director 

 

Attachments 

 

202001684 
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ZDS 

 

 

- 2020 

 

 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for grants, loans, and loan assistance awarded by 

Hamilton County from the Municipal Road Fund Program and the Ohio Public Works Commission 

State Capital Improvement Program, the Local Transportation Improvement Program, and the 

Revolving Loan Program (Funding Round 35) for the purpose of ensuring the timely completion 

of various road and bridge construction projects throughout the City.   

 

 WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation and Engineering (DOTE) intends to request 

grants, loans, and loan assistance awarded by Hamilton County from the Municipal Road Fund 

program and the Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement Program, the Local 

Transportation Improvement Program, and the Revolving Loan Program (Funding Round 35) by 

November 6, 2020, for funding year 2022, in order to ensure the timely completion of projects 

DOTE identifies as high priorities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, DOTE has identified the attached list of potential projects as high priorities 

for which it intends to apply for assistance, although the list is subject to change and DOTE may 

apply for resources for projects not included in Attachment A; and  

  

WHEREAS, depending on the terms of the grant award for each project, local match funds 

would be required for acceptance; and  

 

WHEREAS, anticipated sources of local match funds, which would come from existing 

and future capital improvement program project accounts, are identified for each of the projects in 

Attachment A; and  

 

WHEREAS, DOTE will prepare all applications as requests for grant funding, but there 

may be opportunities to obtain additional zero percent interest loan funds for these projects once 

the District Integrating Committee allocation of grant monies is exhausted; and 

 

WHEREAS, if the City is awarded any grants, loans, or loan assistance under these 

programs, DOTE will request authorization from City Council in order to accept and appropriate 

such resources; and 

 

WHEREAS, no additional FTEs are associated with the applications for grants, loans, and 

loan assistance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the implementation of these potential projects is in accordance with the 

“Connect” goal to “develop an efficient multi-modal transportation system that supports 

neighborhood livability” as described on pages 129-138 of Plan Cincinnati (2012); now, therefore, 
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 BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 

 

Section 1.  That the City Manager is hereby authorized to apply for grants, loans, and loan 

assistance awarded by Hamilton County from the Municipal Road Fund Program and the Ohio 

Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement Program, the Local Transportation 

Improvement Program, and the Revolving Loan Program (Funding Round 35) to ensure the timely 

completion of various road and bridge construction projects throughout the City.   

Section 2. That the proper City officials are hereby authorized to do all things necessary 

and proper to carry out the terms of Section 1 herein. 

 Section 3. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

 

 

Passed: _____________________________, 2020 

 

 

          _____________________________________ 

                                                                                         John Cranley, Mayor 

 

 

Attest: ______________________________ 

           Clerk 
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September 30, 2020 

 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance – Acceptance of CARES Act Federal Transit 

Administration Grant for the Cincinnati Bell Connector 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned: 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept a Coronavirus Aid Relief and 

Economic Security Act grant (CFDA No. 20.507) from the Federal Transit 

Administration, an operating administration of the U.S. Department of 

Transportation, in an amount up to $566,610 for the purpose of providing 

funding for the Cincinnati Bell Connector operating budget; and further 

AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to deposit the funds in Fund 455, 

“Streetcar Operations.” 

 

Approval of this Emergency Ordinance would authorize the City Manager to accept up to 

$566,610 in CARES Act funds via a grant from the Federal Transit Administration to provide 

funding for the FY 2021 Cincinnati Bell Connector operating budget. Ordinance No. 0147-

2020 authorized the City Administration to apply for the federal assistance, and the grant 

award is now available. These funds were anticipated and included in the FY 2021 Cincinnati 

Bell Connector operating budget as approved by the City Council. The Finance Director is 

authorized to deposit the funds into Streetcar Operations Fund 455. There is no local match 

and no additional FTE are associated with the grant. 

 

The reason for the emergency is the immediate need to take the actions necessary to secure 

grant funds available to support Cincinnati Bell Connector operations for FY21. 

 

The Administration recommends passage of this Emergency Ordinance. 

 

cc: Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 Karen Alder, Finance Director 

 

Attachments 

 

202001685 
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 E M E R G E N C Y 

 

 

JRS 

 
 

- 2020 

 
 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept a Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security 
Act grant (CFDA No. 20.507) from the Federal Transit Administration, an operating 
administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation, in an amount up to $566,610 for the 
purpose of providing funding for the Cincinnati Bell Connector operating budget; and further 
AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to deposit the funds in Fund 455, “Streetcar Operations.” 
 

WHEREAS, Council authorized the City Administration, pursuant to Ordinance 0147-
2020, to file applications with the Federal Transit Administration (“FTA”) for federal financial 
assistance for transportation projects; and 

 
WHEREAS, the FTA has awarded a grant in an amount up to $566,610 to the City pursuant 

to Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act”) to be used as operating 
assistance for the Cincinnati Bell Connector; and  

 
WHEREAS, there are no match requirements associated with the acceptance of this grant; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, the FY21 budget for the Cincinnati Bell Connector anticipated the use of the 

CARES Act funds; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City will provide all annual certifications and assurances to the FTA 

required for the grant and as required of the City in its capacity as a federal grantee; now, therefore, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:  
 
Section 1.  That the City Manager is hereby authorized to accept a Coronavirus Aid Relief 

and Economic Security Act grant (CFDA No. 20.507) from the Federal Transit Administration, an 

operating administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation, in an amount up to $566,610 

to Fund 455, “Streetcar Operations,” for the purpose of providing funding for the Cincinnati Bell 

Connector FY21 operating budget. 

Section 2. That the City Manager or her designees is authorized to execute grant and 

cooperative agreements with the FTA on behalf of the City of Cincinnati. 
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Section 3.  That the Director of Finance is hereby authorized to receive and deposit the 

grant resources into Fund 455, “Streetcar Operations.” 

Section 4.  That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to carry out the terms of Section 1 through 3 hereof. 

Section 5.  That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms 

of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is 

the immediate need to take the actions necessary to secure grant funds available to support 

Cincinnati Bell Connector operations for FY21.  

 
 
Passed: ________________________________, 2020 
 
 

      _________________________________ 
         John Cranley, Mayor 
 
 
 
Attest: ________________________________ 
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September 30, 2020 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

From:  Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance – Greater Cincinnati Foundation (GCF) Urban 

Agriculture Grant 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned:  

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for, accept, and appropriate a 

grant in the amount of up to $25,000 from the Greater Cincinnati Foundation 

to the Office of Environment and Sustainability’s General Fund non-personnel 

operating budget account no. 050x104x7400 for the purpose of providing 

resources to support the City’s Urban Agriculture Program; and 

AUTHORIZING the Finance Director to deposit the grant resources into 

General Fund revenue account no. 050x8571. 

 

This Emergency Ordinance authorizes the City Manager to apply for, accept, and appropriate 

a grant in the amount of up to $25,000 from the Greater Cincinnati Foundation to the Office 

of Environment and Sustainability’s General Fund non-personnel operating budget account 

no. 050x104x7400 for the purpose of providing resources to support the City’s Urban 

Agriculture Program. This Emergency Ordinance also authorizes the Finance Director to 

deposit the grant resources into General Fund revenue account no. 050x8571.  

 

The Greater Cincinnati Foundation grant requires no local match or FTEs.  

 

The Office of Environment and Sustainability has already applied for the grant but will not 

accept any funds without the approval of the City Council.  

 

The Urban Agriculture Program supports the goals to have “100% of residents have 

convenient access to healthy, affordable foods” and “Triple acreage of urban food production,” 

as described on pages 126-130 of the Green Cincinnati Plan (2018).  

 

This Emergency Ordinance is also in accordance with the "Sustain" goal to “Become a 

healthier Cincinnati" and strategy to "Create a healthy environment and reduce energy 

consumption," as described on pages 181-186 of Plan Cincinnati (2012).  

 

The reason for the emergency is the immediate need to accept grant resources in a timely 

manner so the Urban Agriculture Program can continue to provide essential food services. 

 

The Administration recommends passage of this Emergency Ordinance. 

 

cc: Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 Karen Alder, Finance Director 

 

Attachment 

202001686 
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E M E R G E N C Y 

 

KMB 

 

 

 

- 2020 

 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for, accept, and appropriate a grant in the amount of 
up to $25,000 from the Greater Cincinnati Foundation to the Office of Environment and 
Sustainability’s General Fund non-personnel operating budget account no. 050x104x7400 for the 
purpose of providing resources to support the City’s Urban Agriculture Program; and 
AUTHORIZING the Finance Director to deposit the grant resources into General Fund revenue 
account no. 050x8571. 
 
 WHEREAS, there is a grant available in the amount of up to $25,000 from the Greater 
Cincinnati Foundation for the purpose of providing resources to support the City’s Urban 
Agriculture Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 16, 2018, the City Council adopted the original version of the 2018 
Green Cincinnati Plan with its full list of recommendations in Motion No. 201800830; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Urban Agriculture Program supports the goals to have “100% of residents 
have convenient access to healthy, affordable foods” and “[t]riple acreage of urban food 
production,” as described on pages 126-130 of the Green Cincinnati Plan (2018); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Greater Cincinnati Foundation grant requires no local match, and there 
are no new FTEs associated with this grant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Office of Environment and Sustainability has already applied for the 
grant, but will not accept any funds without approval of Council; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this ordinance is in accordance with the “Sustain” goal to “Become a healthier 
Cincinnati,” and strategy to “Create a healthy environment and reduce energy consumption,” as 
described on pages 181-186 of Plan Cincinnati (2012); now, therefore,  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio:  

 Section 1. That the City Manager is hereby authorized to apply for, accept, and appropriate 

a grant in the amount of up to $25,000 from the Greater Cincinnati Foundation to the Office of 

Environment and Sustainability’s General Fund non-personnel operating budget account no. 

050x104x7400 for the purpose of providing resources to support the City’s Urban Agriculture 

Program. 
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 Section 2.  That the Director of Finance is hereby authorized to deposit the grant resources 

into General Fund revenue account no. 050x8571. 

 Section 3.  That the proper City officials are authorized to do all things necessary and 

proper to carry out the terms of the grant and of Sections 1 and 2 herein.  

Section 4. That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 

preservation of public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the terms of 

Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the emergency is the 

immediate need to accept grant resources in a timely manner so the Urban Agriculture Program 

can continue to provide essential food services.  

 

Passed: ________________________________, 2020 
 

 
_________________________________ 

                   John Cranley, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: ________________________________ 
                                   Clerk 
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October 7, 2020   

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council    202001819 

 

From:  Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager 

 

Subject: Alternatives to Traditional Policing Roles 

 

 

REFERENCE DOCUMENT # 202000777 

 

On June 16, 2020, the Budget and Finance Committee referred the following for a report:  

 

MOTION, dated 06/16/2020, submitted by Councilmember Mann, WE 

MOVE that the city set aside $5 million in the budget for fiscal year 

2021 to fund new alternatives to traditional policing roles. WE 

FURTHER MOVE that the administration report to Council monthly 

on its progress and that it propose initial action steps, including 

renewed focus on the Collaborative Refresh process, before six months 

has elapsed. (STATEMENT ATTACHED) 

 

The following report proposes greater utilization of partner agency advocates and social workers, 

provided by the Hamilton County Mental Health and Recovery Services Board (HCMHRSB), Women 

Helping Women (WHW) and the Victims Assistance Liaison Unit/Cincinnati Citizens Respect Our 

Witnesses Program (VALU/CCROW) to work side-by-side with police officers as an alternative to 

traditional policing.  

 

MOBILE CRISIS TEAM 

Since 2001, HCMHRSB and the Cincinnati Police Department (CPD) have collaborated in the 

dispatch and utilization of a Mobile Crisis Team (MCT). This team is comprised of licensed 

independent social workers who provide emergency psychiatric evaluations and provider 

consultation to CPD. MCT social workers are currently assigned permanently to Districts One, 

Three, and Five and primarily work Monday through Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Under these 

current staffing levels, from January 1, 2020, to June 30, 2020, the MCT jointly responded with 

police on 443 occasions.  

 

The attached 3-year budget proposal by the Hamilton County Mental Health and Recovery Services 

Board expands the availability of the MCT to all five CPD districts staffed 24 hours a day for seven 

days a week and suggests partnering a MCT social worker with a trained officer on 2nd shift, 

ensuring the safety of the MCT social worker. Additionally, this proposal includes the cost of adding 

MCT social workers to the City’s 9-1-1 Emergency Communications Center to triage mental health 

calls, provide phone intervention, de-escalation, information and referral, and/or needed mental 

health information from medical records at Cincinnati University Hospitals to the MCT social 

worker and police officer responding in the field.  
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The attached 3-year budget proposal by HCMHRSB adds 10.6 FTEs to the MCT at $1,022,851 

annually.  The HCMHRSB has indicated to the Administration that they are willing to pay the $29k 

annual administrative fee associated with the program, provided that they are the assigned 

fiduciary agent. The HCMHRSB has also indicated to the Administration that they are willing to 

work with the City on a right-size staffing solution based on available resources. CPD recommends 

phasing in the program  over three years and assessing the effectiveness.   

 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM 

In 2018, with funds from the Ohio Attorney General's Office, CPD began partnering with Women 

Helping Women to form a Domestic Violence Emergency Response Team (DVERT).  DVERT is 

comprised of trained advocates who are called to the scene of domestic violence and sexual assault 

crimes. They provide around-the-clock, on-site support, resources, and options to the victim.  Use of 

DVERT is driven by a screening tool designed to engage this resource when it may be most helpful.  

CPD initially secures the crime scene then contacts WHW to have an advocate on site within the 

hour to focus on the needs of the survivor and any dependents.  

Historically, WHW has administered the DVERT program at no cost to the City thanks to the 

contributions of private donors and portions of the State Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant. 

However, in 2020 WHW received notice that 36% of their VOCA funding would be cut. On September 

30, 2020, Cincinnati City Council passed Ordinance No. 0333-2020, authorizing $250k of the $1m 

included in the Approved FY 2021 Budget Update for the Community Safety Response Program to 

go to WHW for the DVERT program. This allocation enables WHW to both retain current staffing 

and better respond to any rise in domestic violence and sexual assault calls.   

 

CRIME VICTIM SUPPORT  

In 2017, CPD launched the Victims Assistance Liaison Unit/Cincinnati Citizens Respect Our 

Witnesses Program, (VALU/CCROW). This program initiated out of a Homicide Survivors Youth 

Group and in 2018 won a Promising Practice Award from the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. In 

2019, VALU/CCROW created an Emmy Nominated documentary entitled, “Shoot This, Not 

That.” Staff within the CCROW program are independent licensed social workers who respond to 

the scene of homicides or other violent crimes and provide crisis intervention, victim advocacy, 

referrals, and case management. If the surviving victims or direct victims are seen at a hospital 

rather than on site, VALU/CCROW will make initial contact within 24 hours of a crime. The witness 

assistance program housed within VALU/CCROW ensures witnesses to violent crimes are supported 

through an array of services. In 2019, the program assisted 256 people through emergency 

relocation, transportation, telecommunication assistance, panic alarms, crisis intervention, therapy, 

and case management.  

 

To ensure that all victims to all crimes have this program as a resource, CPD proposes $250k of the 

Community Safety Response Program to go VALU/CCROW. These additional dollars will support a 

second case manager and ensure that program resources, such as emergency relocation or 

transportation services, are readily available when needed.     

 

SUMMARY 

Each of the proposed programs within this report adds value to alternative policing strategies. With 

Women Helping Women receiving $250k of the $1m included in the Approved FY 2021 Budget 

Update for the Community Safety Response Program, the Administration proposes that the 

remaining balance be allocated to expand both the VALU/CCROW program and the MCT. With the 

VALU/CCROW program receiving $250k, the HCMHRSB would receive $500k for expansion of the 

MCT. CPD supports HCMHRSB’s proposal of staffing social workers at the 9-1-1 Emergency 
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Communications Center and would propose utilization of a citywide MCT deployment model on 3rd 

shift versus staffing all five districts 3rd shift, to save costs. As indicated, the HCMHRSB is willing 

to work with the City on a right-size staffing solution, based on available funding, to meet the City’s 

request for 24/7 MCT coverage.   

 

In addition to the Community Safety Response Program, CPD continues to seek grant opportunities 

to fund new approaches in social intervention strategies. For example, this year CPD successfully 

received a 3-year budget of $150k from the Ohio Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice 

Assistance, to hire an advocate for individuals with dementia and developmental disabilities.  The 

position, preferably filled by a licensed social worker, will be assigned to work a flexible twenty to 

thirty-hour workweek and will assist in the response to calls involving missing individuals with 

dementia or developmental disabilities. The position will also assist in the identification and 

instruction of specialized training for first responders and act as a liaison to partner organizations 

as needed.   

 

In summary, CPD has a long history of working with partner agencies, such as the Hamilton County 

Mental Health and Recovery Services Board and Women Helping Women to have social workers and 

victim advocates work side-by-side with police officers. Each of the programs described in this report 

has become a necessary aspect of community policing and expanding these programs only further 

improves the outcomes in people's lives.   

 

 

ATTACHMENT 

 

 

cc: Chief Elliot Isaac, Cincinnati Police    
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The University of Cincinnati Medical Center 
Mobile Crisis Team Expansion 
September 29, 2020 

 
Summary 
 
This proposal demonstrates the value of adding social workers as mental health specialists to work side-by-
side with police officers, thus expanding current Mobile Crisis Team (MCT) staffing resources across the 
Cincinnati Police Districts. 

 
Background 
 
In 1972, Psychiatric Emergency Services (PES) partially funded by the Hamilton County Mental Health and 
Recovery Services Board (HCMHRSB) was established to provide emergency backup to all mental health 
centers in the Tristate area.  (University of Cincinnati Medical Center: Focus On, December 1986, Vol 7, 
No.11.)  In 1986 a need was identified by the Law Enforcement/Mental Health Committee convened by the 
HCMHRSB that family member’s often needed assistance with getting their loved ones to PES for 
psychiatric evaluation and treatment. In 1986, a $66,000 grant from the HCRSMHB provided the program 
with two professional social workers who were on-call 24 hours a day. They were assisted by two 
volunteers from the Cincinnati Alliance for the Mentally Ill. (The Cincinnati Enquirer, Monday, July 21, 
1986.)  

 
The Cincinnati Post, on December 22, 2000 featured an article entitled “Police, mental health pros, team 
up.” With a subheading reading “We want to keep them out of Jail.” The article described the addition of 
social workers in District 5 and stated, “The program is a logical next step in the growing collaboration of 
the criminal justice system with mental health agencies.”  In a memo from Lt. Denise Carpenter to the 
manager of MCT, she wrote, “since the arrival of Ms. Betsy Lippitt and Traci Taylor, our officers can now 
see a light at the end of the tunnel.  These mental health workers, as we call them, have lifted a huge 
burden from our shoulders by providing follow-up in cases involving the mentally ill [SIC].”  The following 
year, MCT social workers were added to District 1 and then in 2008 expanded to District 3. 

 
Current Situation 
 
Monday through Friday on first shift there are six full time MCT social workers: 
 

 One social worker acts as triage to answer phones and immediately begins gathering information, 
starting with social demographics, address, phone numbers for both the person and the individual 
making the referral, current or previous mental health services, medical issues, medications, legal 
involvement, substance abuse, violence or weapons, etc.  After obtaining the information, the 
triage person explores the presenting concerns and behaviors that prompted the caller to seek 
assistance. The triage worker can provide crisis de-escalation over the phone or send out a MCT 
team to provide in person assistance. The triage MCT worker is also available to provide follow up 
phone calls to check on the individual and provide additional assistance as needed.  
 
Perhaps the most vital role is that the triage social worker can access the medical record to learn of 
any previous hospitalizations, diagnosis, behaviors, or history of violence or substance abuse that 
can be shared with the social workers operating off-site.  This is the single-most important role to 
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ensure the safety of the social worker preparing to meet with the person with mental illness.  This 
information is typically shared with the other workers while they are in route. 
 

 Three social workers are in Districts One, Three, and Five and assume coverage for Districts Two 
and Four. The social workers are available Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm to 
respond to Mental Health Response Team (MHRT) and MHRT 911 calls. Each carry a police radio 
and will put themselves on scene when they arrive to the location.  Workers monitor radio calls, 
take referrals from officers, and follow-up with persons in the community.  
 

 Another two-person team responds to referrals throughout the rest of Hamilton County.  They too 
are in constant contact with the triage worker, getting up dates and information as situations arise.  
These workers will work with other police agencies.  

 
In the evenings there is a two-person team from 4:30 pm to 12:00 midnight covering all of Hamilton County 
and on weekends the two-person team works from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm.  Hours not covered with staffing 
are covered on-call.   Before responding to a referral in the community these two workers attempt to 
gather as much information as possible.  HCMHRSB funds Central Clinic $887,886 annually to support the 
Mobile Crisis Team.  
 
Expansion of Service 
 
Following are last year’s numbers that delineate the number of runs without police assistance and the 
collaborative runs; including if MCT requested police assistance or if CPD requested MCT’s assistance via 
phone call or radio:  
 

Location 
 

Total Runs MCT Alone Collaborative 
Police 
Requested 
MCT 

MCT 
Requested 

Police 

District One 260 100 160 114 46 

District Two 154 90 64 32 32 

District Three 438 183 255 183 72 

District Four 293 168 125 39 86 

District Five 230 107 123 70 53 

Hamilton County 538 363 175 28 147 

Total 1,913 1,011 902 466 436 

 
 
As illustrated there are not as many police initiated calls in Districts 2 and 4.  While MCT is available to the 
two districts, the unfamiliarity with the social workers, and the workers not always available in 2 and 4, the 
collaboration isn’t as strong.  Ideally expanding MCT into District 2 and 4 would increase opportunities for 
support in the community. 
 
With additional staffing, it is likely that 911 MHRT calls would increase during second shift. Mental health 
agencies are closed, support centers are closed, people decompensate as the day progresses, families are 
at their wits end and most crisis are exacerbated at night.  Sadly, police officers are faced with the decision 
to leave the person in the current situation, albeit, sometimes unsafe; take them to PES; or arrest them.    
 
Embedded psychiatric social workers in the districts with their mental health training, assessments skills, 
and knowledge of community resources would serve as an excellent resource to police officers.  Decisions 
can be made on the scene to determine if follow-up by MCT or a case manager the next day is appropriate 
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or if the individual is at imminent risk and requires hospitalization.  The MCT workers are prepared to sign 
an Application for Emergency Admission (Hold) and coordinate with PES so nursing staff knows who is 
arriving, what precipitated the Hold, and any support systems with which the persons is engaged and can 
be contacted for collateral information.  This warm hand off is critical to get the best outcome and 
decrease the amount of time CPD spends at PES. 
 
The following proposal expands the availability of MCT in all five CPD districts 24/7 during the week and 
suggests partnering MCT and a CIT trained CPD officer on 2nd shift to respond to mental health calls 
together. This partnership will also ensure the safety of the MCT worker on the evening/night shift. 
Additionally, it is recommended that a MCT worker be located at the 911 Call Center on second shift (Mon-
Fri)  to triage the mental health calls, provide phone intervention/de-escalation, information and referral, 
and/or needed mental health information (from medical record at UH) to the MCT worker in the field.  The 
information provided to the MCT worker in route to a scene is critical in providing the best outcome for the 
individual, law enforcement and the community.  For third shift, it is recommended a MCT worker be 
located at the 911 Call Center, Mon-Fri, to continue to triage mental health calls and aid as needed. This 
MCT worker would be available to respond to mental health calls in the community as needed with a CIT 
trained CPD officer. Again, partnering MCT with CIT trained CPD officer ensures the safety of the MCT 
worker and improves communication and collaboration.   
Weekend coverage would consist of the addition of a MCT worker to be located at the 911 Call Center on 
Saturday and Sunday from 9AM to 9PM to triage the mental health calls, provide phone intervention/de-
escalation, information and referral and will have the ability to respond to calls in the community with a CIT 
trained CPD officer. 
This proposal also includes adding a supervisor to provide clinical supervision and management for the 
expanded MCT team.    
 
 
Recommendations to Expand MCT Staffing 
 

 Add two (2) MCT workers to District 2 and 4 for First Shift (Mon-Fri) 
 Add five (5) MCT workers to Districts 1-5 for Second Shift (Mon-Fri). MCT to be partnered with a 

CPD officer for safety and collaboration.  
 Add one (1) MCT triage worker on Second Shift (Mon-Fri). To be located at the 911 Call Center.  
 Add one (1) MCT triage worker on Third Shift (Mon-Fri). To be located at the 911 Call Center.  

The overnight position would be available to provide phone intervention/crisis de-escalation or 
respond in person with a CIT trained CPD officer.   

 Add a MCT triage worker (.6FTE) on Saturday and Sunday from 9AM to 9PM to be located at the 
911 Call Center and available to provide in person support in the community with CIT Trained CPD 
officer as needed.  

 Add 1 supervisor to provide the necessary clinical supervision and oversight needed for MCT 
expanded team 

 Total Number of FTE’s added to MCT for Districts 1-5 – 10.6 
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3 Year Budget Proposal 
 
 

 CY2020 ( Nov & Dec) CY2021 CY2022 

Salary $118,610 $729,498 $747,735 

Shift Differential $8,318 $49,908 $49,908 

Fringe Benefits $30,601 $188,210 $192,916 

Employee Travel $83 $500 $500 

Equipment $13,105 - - 

Supplies $333 $2,000 $2,000 

Administration Fee $5,132 $29,104 $29,792 

Total $176,182 $999,220 $1,022,851 

 
 
 
MCT has provided outstanding service to the community and the team is well respected.  They continue to 
offer de-escalation and CIT training to police officers throughout Hamilton County, serve on community 
committees that serve children and adults, participate on a high-risk committee to assist with coordinating 
care for at risk persons, testify at probate court, work collaboratively with the Hamilton County Sheriff’s 
department, have been on scene with SWAT teams, as well as provide Health Officer training to other 
professionals in hospitals and mental health agencies.   
 
The expansion of MCT would enhance the HCMHRSB crisis continuum within the city of Cincinnati, 
strengthen the partnership between law enforcement and the mental health system. This proposal 
provides opportunities to appropriately respond to mental health crises that do not always require an 
arrest or psychiatric hospitalization.   Expanding MCT can provide greater bandwidth for meeting the 
mental health needs of the community, effectively support police officers and serve as a model for other 
municipalities to foster collaboration with law enforcement and mental health workers.  
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Date:  October 7, 2020  

 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager 

 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance – Conveying City Property to ODOT for Interstate 75 Improvement 

Project 

 

Attached is an emergency ordinance captioned as follows: 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a Quitclaim Deed in favor of the State 

of Ohio, Department of Transportation, to convey land adjacent to Interstate 75 in 

the Hartwell neighborhood of Cincinnati in connection with transportation 

improvement project HAM 75-11.09. 

 

The City of Cincinnati owns property adjacent to Interstate 75 in the Hartwell neighborhood as 

described in the attached Quitclaim Deed.  The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) is 

undertaking a transportation improvement project that will result in the widening of Interstate 75 and 

would like to acquire the City’s property that is adjacent to Interstate 75 and their project. 

 

The City has determined that the property is not needed for municipal purposes.  The approximate fair 

market value of the Property is $800.00, which ODOT has agreed to pay. 

 

The City Planning Commission approved the sale of the Property to ODOT at its meeting on September 

4, 2020. 

 

The reason for the emergency is the immediate need to convey the Property to ODOT to avoid delaying 

the Project. 

 

The Administration recommends passage of the attached emergency ordinance. 

 

Attachment I – Quitclaim Deed 

Attachment II – Attachment B, Drawing 

 

 

 

 

cc: John S. Brazina, Director, Transportation and Engineering 
john b

202040830
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E M E R G E N C Y 

 

CHM 

 

 

- 2020 

 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a Quitclaim Deed in favor of the State of Ohio, 
Department of Transportation, to convey land adjacent to Interstate 75 in the Hartwell 
neighborhood of Cincinnati in connection with transportation improvement project HAM 75 – 
11.09. 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Cincinnati owns property adjacent to Interstate 75 in the 
Hartwell neighborhood of Cincinnati, as more particularly described in the Quitclaim Deed 
attached to this ordinance as Attachment A (“Property”), which property is under the 
management and control of the City’s Department of Transportation and Engineering (“DOTE”); 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Transportation (“ODOT”) is undertaking a 
transportation improvement project that will result in the widening of Interstate 75 (“Project”), 
and it desires to acquire all of the City’s right, title, and interest in and to the Property in 
connection therewith (designated by ODOT as HAM 75 – 11.09 Project Parcels 8 WL and 19 
WL, as generally depicted on the ODOT right-of-way plans attached to this ordinance as 
Attachment B); and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Cincinnati Municipal Code Section 331-1, the City may sell real 
property that is not needed for municipal purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Manager, being the officer having the custody and control of the 

Property, upon confirmation by DOTE, has determined that the Property is not needed for a 
municipal purpose, and that the conveyance to ODOT of all the City’s right, title, and interest in 
and to the Property will not be detrimental to the interests of the general public; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City’s Real Estate Services Division has determined, by professional 

appraisal, that the approximate fair market value of the Property is $800.00, which ODOT has 
agreed to pay; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Cincinnati Municipal Code Section 331-5, Council may 

authorize the sale of City-owned real property without competitive bidding in those cases in 
which it determines that it is in the best interests of the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City has determined that the City’s disposition of the Property, without 

competitive bidding, is in the City’s best interests because ODOT desires to acquire the Property 
to facilitate a public transportation improvement project that will benefit the public; and 
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 WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission, having the authority to approve the change 
in use of City property, approved the sale of the Property to ODOT at its meeting on September 
4, 2020; now, therefore,  
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati, State of Ohio: 
 
 Section 1.  That the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a Quitclaim Deed in 

favor of the State of Ohio, Department of Transportation (“ODOT”), in substantially the form 

attached as Attachment A to this ordinance, pursuant to which the City of Cincinnati will convey 

to ODOT all its right, title, and interest in and to certain land in order to facilitate a public 

transportation improvement project (“Project”), which land consists of (i) approximately 0.0075 

acres, located adjacent to Interstate 75 in the Hartwell neighborhood of Cincinnati (HAM 75 -

11.09 Project Parcel 8 WL), and (ii) approximately 0.2885 acres of unimproved public right-of-

way commonly known as Muscogee Street, located adjacent to Interstate 75 in the Hartwell 

neighborhood of Cincinnati (HAM 75 - 11.09 Project Parcel 19 WL, and together with HAM 75 

-11.09 Project Parcel 8 WL, referred to herein as the “Property”), and which land is generally 

depicted on the ODOT right-of-way plans attached as Attachment B to this ordinance.  

Section 2.  That the Property is not needed for a municipal purpose, and that the City’s 

conveyance to ODOT of all its right, title, and interest in and to the Property will not be 

detrimental to the interests of the general public. 

Section 3.  That the approximate fair market value of the Property, as determined by 

appraisal by the City’s Real Estate Services Division, is $800.00, which ODOT has agreed to 

pay. 

Section 4.  That it is in the best interests of the City to convey to ODOT all its right, title, 

and interest in and to the Property without competitive bidding because the Property is needed 

for the Project, which its conveyance will benefit public transportation. 
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 Section 5.  That all proper City officials are hereby authorized to take all necessary and 

proper actions to carry out the provisions of this ordinance, including executing all necessary 

deeds, plats, and other real estate documents. 

Section 6.  That the proceeds from the sale of the Property, if any, shall be deposited into 

Property Management Fund 209 to pay the fees for services provided by the City’s Real Estate 

Services Division in connection with the sale, and that the City’s Finance Director is hereby 

authorized to deposit amounts in excess amount thereof into Miscellaneous Permanent 

Improvement Fund 757. 

Section 7.  That the City’s Finance Director is authorized to transfer and appropriate such 

excess funds from Miscellaneous Permanent Improvement Fund 757 into Capital Improvement 

Program Project Account No. 980x233xYY2306, “Street Improvements,” in which “YY” 

represents the last two digits of the fiscal year in which the closing occurs and the proceeds are 

received, referencing the latter fiscal year if the events occur in different fiscal years. 

Section 8.  That this ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 

preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare and shall, subject to the 

terms of Article II, Section 6 of the Charter, be effective immediately. The reason for the 

emergency is the immediate need to convey the Property to ODOT to avoid delaying the Project. 

 
Passed: _______________________________, 2020 

 
 

    _________________________________ 
             John Cranley, Mayor 

 
 
Attest: _______________________________ 
              Clerk 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 
[SPACE ABOVE FOR RECORDER’S USE] 

QUITCLAIM DEED 

 
The CITY OF CINCINNATI, an Ohio municipal corporation (the “City”), in consideration of the sum 

of $800, to be paid by the State of Ohio, Department of Transportation (“ODOT”), hereby grants and 
conveys to the STATE OF OHIO and its successors and assigns for the use and benefit of ODOT 
(“Grantee”), all right, title, and interest in fee simple in and to real property more particularly described on 
Exhibit A (Legal Description) hereto and depicted on Exhibit B (Site Plan) hereto (the “Property”). 

 
ODOT Project Parcel(s): (i) 8-WL & (ii) 19-WL 
 
ODOT Project: HAM 75-11.09 

 
Being part of Hamilton County Current Tax Parcel Nos.: (i) 245-0001-0176-90 & (ii) none 
(unimproved municipal right-of-way) 
 
Prior Instrument Reference: (i) Deed Book 3543, Page 119, Hamilton County Recorder’s Office & 
(ii) none (unimproved municipal right-of-way) 

 
The property conveyed herein to Grantee is being acquired for one of the statutory purposes pursuant 

to which the Director of Transportation may acquire property under Title LV of the Revised Code, such as 
but not limited to those purposes enumerated in Section 5501.31 of the Revised Code. 
 
 Creation of Utility Easements.  Any public utility affected by the City’s conveyance of project 
parcel 19-WL shall have a permanent easement in such portion of project parcel 19-WL for the purpose of 
operating, maintaining, repairing, reconstructing, and removing any existing utility facilities and for purposes 
of access to said facilities. Any damage done to said utility facilities shall be repaired at Grantee’s expense. 
The relocation of any utilities in such portion of project parcel 19-WL shall be at Grantee’s expense and to 
the satisfaction of the affected public utility, upon Grantee’s request, the affected public utility shall execute 
and deliver to Grantee a recordable release, for recording in the Hamilton County Recorder’s Office, at 
Grantee’s cost. 

Grantor has a right under Section 163.211 of the Revised Code to repurchase the property 
conveyed herein if Grantee decides not to use the property for the purpose stated above and Grantor 
provides timely notice of a desire to repurchase; provided however, that such right of repurchase is subject 
to the authority of the Director of ODOT to convey unneeded property pursuant to Section 5501.34(F) of 
the Revised Code.  The price to be paid upon such repurchase shall be the property’s fair market value as 
determined by an independent appraisal made by an appraiser chosen by agreement of the parties or, if 
the parties cannot agree, an appraiser chosen by the court.  This right of repurchase shall be extinguished 
if any of the following occur: (A) Grantor declines to repurchase the property; (B) Grantor fails to repurchase 
the property within sixty days after Grantee offers the property for repurchase; (C) Grantee grants or 
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transfers the property to any other person or agency; or (D) five years have passed since the 
property was appropriated. 

      
This conveyance was authorized by Ordinance No. ___-____, passed by Cincinnati City Council on 
_____________, 2020 

  

 Executed on ___________, 2020. 

  CITY OF CINCINNATI 
  
 
  By:        

      Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager 
 

STATE OF OHIO  ) 
    ) ss: 
COUNTY OF HAMILTON ) 
 
 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ___ day of _________, 2019, by Paula 
Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager of the CITY OF CINCINNATI, an Ohio municipal corporation, on 
behalf of the municipal corporation. The notarial act certified hereby is an acknowledgment. No oath or 
affirmation was administered to the signer with regard to the notarial act certified hereby. 
 
              
       Notary Public 

My commission expires:       

 
Recommended by: 
 
     
John S. Brazina, Director 
Department of Transportation and Engineering 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
     
Assistant City Solicitor 
 
 
This instrument prepared by: 
 
City of Cincinnati Law Department 
801 Plum Street, Suite 214 
Cincinnati, OH  45202 
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Exhibit A 
to Quitclaim Deed 

 
Project:   HAM 75-11.09 
Project Parcel:  8WL 
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Exhibit A (Cont.) 
to Quitclaim Deed 

 
Project:  HAM 75-11.09 
Project Parcel:  19WL 
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Exhibit B 
to Quitclaim Deed 
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Crawford, Nicole

From: Margy Waller
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 3:06 PM
To: ClerkOfCouncilEmail

Subject: [External Email] Objection to Special Assessment

External Email Communication

Dear Clerk of Council.

Pursuant to ORC 727.15,1 am writing to file an objection to the proposed assessment of
my property at Cincinnati, OH • .as part of a plan to assess property
owners of the so-called "Over-the-Rhine South Special Improvement District".

I was notified of this plan in an unsigned letter from the Clerk of Council received on
September 19, 2020.

I called the Clerk's office to ask about filing this objection and was told to send this email.

Margy Waller
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Crawford, Nicole

From: Lisa Bohman

Sent: Wednesday, September 23,2020 8:03 AM
To: ClerkOfCouncllEmail

Subject: [External Email] SID in OTR

External Email Communication

To the Clerk of Council -

I am writing to express my lack of support In the SID plans. The letter received last week made It sound like It was
already approved and that we couldn't provide feedback. I thought there was going to be a vote that required 60%
owner approval before this was passed.

I  live on a small residential street where we do not need the 'benefits' of the SID. Instead, It feels as If we would be
paying for benefits to the businesses. If they are services the businesses need then they should pay for them. My house
has a mostly unused alley (aside from me and my neighbor driving to our driveways) that I am sure will not be taken care
of despite my being charged for It. I do not want to pay for services I do not receive nor need.

From Lisa Bohman
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Crawford, Nicole

^*■0111: E McEwan
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:23 AM
ClerkOfCouncilEmailSubject: [External Email] My objection to the OTR South SID district

External Email Communication

Dear Councllmembers and Clerk of Council-

received zero engagement or Information about this program. ^

It has certainly not been 14 days since we received the notice.

A little bit about me and my reasons for objecting to the SID district-

Mive on a residential street where most of our homes are owner-occupied. We clean up and shovpiWe take care of our own property and each other. If the estimates available on he OTRSouth^r T

Frankly, our money would be better spent here on our own street and alleyway.
I would be happy to pay my 11 year old son to rake the leaves or donate S220 fmv estimat^w. i
shj^reds,dewalksoralleyways.butlrefusetopayforsomeoneelsetopickupabarpatronJ"alT^^^^^^^

bdnrpSThrougTdTrhi^^^^^^^ Se resid^S"" T ""t'and does not attend public hearings/meetings) is that this SID district wasTrLted forTeVurooL°"/°
investment capital for for-profit property owners and non-resident business owners
tt seems to me that the tax liability for a program like this should rest on the shoulders of the noeni u
financially from it most-them. uiaers of the people who will benefit

i simply don't understand why a for-profit company should not pay Its own employees to rleeo it
landlords cannot hold their residents and visitors resnnndhie i employees to clean its property and whypatrons make too much of a mesron VineCeroTsatuXet
clean up the mess on Sunday morning ^ staff should be paid to
This IS how a community functions in cooperation. It cleans ud aftpr 63



Regarding maintenance of public alleyways, sidewalks, and streets, there are already city maintenance olans and fimdc

Even if I could be convinced of the necessity for a SID in OTR, there are too many questions left unanswered at this
point to move forward with the SID district as it's been proposed.

Among them-

- Do we have any idea ivhether the largest stakeholders in the neighborhood plan to opt out of the program? (The City
of Cincinnati, for example. Will they be paying their estimated $75,000 annually in contributions to the program?)

- What virill the actual cost be to private property owners after those who are exempt choose to opt out of the
program. The estimated costs provided are based on every property owner paying their share, if churches and public
entities opt out, for example, will the rest of us be saddled with the cost of a 3/4 Million dollar program?

- Why are churches exempt and not other nonprofits? Why should community organizations such as the Peasiee

l''ed/want°t? estimated yearly cost is almost $1,800) be forced to pay for this service if they don't
-Who are the "60% of front footage or 75% of assessed value" owners who have already shown support for this district?
The Community Council, which is the formal representative voice of the residents, has opposed it. if i and mv

thk? A« thrr "°"fi"tion before now, asking for our vote regarding its establishment, who supportsthis? Are they homeowners and residents or absentee landlords and business owners? it seems that the only people the
planning committee has engaged in the process thus far are-intentionally-those who will benefit most. The rest of us~
those who will pay for services they do not need, nor want-have been intentionally left out of the process.

-Why IS there not an "opt out" for resident property owners who are willing to clean and maintain their own residential
areas. the majority of the mess" is in commercial and entertainment districts, why should residents pay the cost?

- How IS this different from the services aiready provided by the Department of Public Services, DOTE etc and their
contracted partners? Will we be getting a real estate and city tax refund for any duplicated services?

Interest to hire 3CDC to oversee the services outlined in this program when they are also such large
stakeholders in the neighborhood? Could residents choose other trusted contractors such as Keep Cincinnati Beautiful
Gtc., to proviuG servicGs? '

- Do we know how the money will actually be spent? The provided outlines I've found online do not reallv tell us
anv^hing specific about services provided and, yet, the cost seems astronomical in total. (I often watch a downtown
Ambassador snooze in my alleyway during the day while he's being paid to work. Will we be paying for more like him?)

finTncTal rufdronrpro^^^^^^^^^ without these questions answered for Over-the-Rhine property owners who bearthe

™n'asrnTs po?sibt'°" -V 64



Thank you for your consideration.

Elizabeth McEwan
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Crawford, Nicole

From: William Slone

Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:43 AM
To: ClerkOfCouncilEmail
Subject. [External Email] Regarding the notice of special assessments

External Email Communication

To Whom It May Concern:

Opening the undated letter describing the Council's resolution of September 2, 2020 was one of mv greatest
disappointments in the City of Cincinnati.

to e^stab!ish Over-the-Rhine South Special improvement District and this process for attempting
I have lived in Over-the-Rhine since the year 2000 and have experienced a great deal in that time. I have been a
homeownerm the neighborhood for seventeen years, i have been very involved In numerous neighborhood Initiatives
ranging for the City's Over-the-Rhine Comprehensive Plan and mentoring programs for at-rlsk youth to ongoing arts
events. Since moving here I have also made conscious and consistent efforts to support neighborhood businesses from
Mam Street to Vine Street to Findlay Market.

In the last eighteen months I attended two different meetings regarding the proposed ballot Initiative for a SID for Over-
the-Rhine south of Liberty. These meetings were put on by those proposing the SiD. During each of those meetings
held roughly a year apart, it was stated that Ohio laws require the establishment of a SiD to go through a specific
process to allow property owners to vote on it. Any unreturned ballot would simply be counted as a No vote In order to
ensure the fairness of protecting property owners from an Improperly established levy.

In both of those meetings i asked the organizers if they had sought to reduce the cost to the minimum of absolutely
needed services and expenses. Their answer was, "No." i asked if they had first sought to establish funding for their
initiatives that did not rely on co-opting the power of taxation. Their answer was, "No."

If cinTi"! property owners individuaiiy, and the most vocal and active supporterof the SID stated to many of them that he was keeping a spreadsheet of how each property owner would vote. The

bXt ' spreadsheet showed that the required threshold had been crossed the initiative would go to the

Early this year, multiple social media posts were made by one supporter of the SID, and these posts stated it would be
on a spring ballot. That did not happen. A few times this year, neighbors asked each other if they had received
anything, and none had.

Il^cin' September 18, residents received a letter saying that the City Council had resolved to createthe SID on September 2. It is difficult to understand how Council would have held a vote to approve such a thins
without first gathering public input. It is difficult to understand why the individual Council members felt this was in any
way a fair or equitable thing to do to residents of Over-the-Rhine, to residents of Cincinnati.

The SID, as described by those proposing and supporting it, would primarily help to make the neighborhood clean and
66



The difficulties with maintaining clean public spaces In Over-the-Rhlne are caused primarily by Individuals who do not
live in this neighborhood. I state that firm personal opinion based, again, on twenty years of living here, walking the
neighborhood for the majority of my basic shopping and living needs. I believe that most acts of litter and graffiti are
done by people who do not live here.
I have also had numerous conversations with law enforcement members of varying levels confirming this.

This fact combined with the stated goals of the for-profit businesses that support the SID Is to Increase the marketability
of Over-the-Rhlne businesses means you are taxing people's home In order to underwrite private businesses.
Supporting local businesses Is of course not an objectionable goal, but to put the cost of supporting any businesses on
the tax bill of a select set of homeowners Is so objectionable that It seems In every way to be un-American.

This Is because I cannot think of one of these vocal SID-supportIng business owners who lives here-or ever has lived
here.

This SID literally levies a special tax on residents' homes In order to support the businesses of people who do not live In
this neighborhood or possibly even this city, county or state. I cannot understand how any elected city official thinks this
Is a justified thing to do.

And I do not understand how any elected official would think It right to levy some citizens more than others In order to
provide for their safety. Again, when the levy Is based on where In the city one lives even though the majority of the
crime Is committed by those who don't live In that neighborhood It Is even more difficult to understand.

Any elected official who supports this unjust removal of their voters
money In order to financially benefit business owners who live In other cities will forever be remembered for It. To
propose during this during a time of great local, national and global distress as so many deal with the health and
economic effects of a pandemic Is unconscionable. This levy and the process to even consider It has been hidden from
public view, cloaked In legalese and certainly seems to have resulted from backroom maneuvering.

This should not be allowed to stand.

Sincerely,

William N. Slone
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Crawford, Nicole

From: Ryan Smith
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:26 AM
To: ClerkOfCouncilEmail

Subject: [External Email] OTR South SID Review: 9-23-20

External Email Communication

Good morning,

On 9-21-201 received a certified letter re the newly enacted OTR South SID assessment. The letter states that the
Services Plan and assessments are available for inspection at your office.

I am the President of our OTR condo HOA, so at a minimum i would like to review my individuai property, along with ali
HOA properties if possible so I may forward that information to all HOA owners.

Can you forward me a digital copy of all said documents, specifically the assessment estimates? If not, how may I review
these in person, to include any issues with Covid, etc.

Thank you,

Ryan Smith
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September 19, 2020

RE: Special Assessments within the Proposed Special Improvement District (SID)

To Who It May Concern:

This is within regards to the recent Notice to Property Owners of Special Assessments
which was apparently passed by Cincinnati City Council and the State of Ohio on Sept 2"^ 2020.

Forthe-feeord I recelved the t)fficial notiee.today,.September 19,2020.

I, as a property owner within the "proposed" Special Improvement District, due duly
object to the enactment of this order on the grounds that the committee pushing this through
did not fully comply with their own agenda regarding the surveying and voting of the property
owners within the Special Improvement District.

On November 26^^ 2019 the Special Improvement District "Working Committee/Group"
held a public forum at Memorial Hall in Over-The-Rhine. They briefed residents on the
proposals of the "SID" and their final point from their presentation was that they would be
mailing surveys and "voting" to the property owners within a few months. That was the
absolute last I heard of this until receiving your letter this evening. I have no record of casting of
vote on the matter in the last few months.

I feel the current property owners of OTR are being taken advantage of during a time
that more people are leaving this area than ever before. There is more property available on
the market currently than there ever has been. Meanwhile, outside of the downtown area,
property owners are putting their houses up for sale and having multiple competing offers
within 24hrs. This doesn't exist at the current time within the downtown SID. Downtown and
the areas within the "SID" have residents that no longer wish to live here anymore given the
COVID-19 circumstances. Our building of 9 units has lost 3 residents within the last 6 months.

The committee behind the supposed Special Improvement District is trying to push their
idea through at the expense of the residents. Many of the members on this committee are not
going to be responsible for a paying an assessment and want their agenda/project pushed
through no matter what.

I fully reject the idea of a Special Improvement District within the boundaries defined by
the Committee. The area within is recessing in time as businesses close. More and more people
will leave from these neighborhoods and the new property owners will be left with a ridiculous
assessment cleaning up an area that very few people will visit.
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Thank you for your time,
Daniel Johnson
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City of Cincinnati Wendell Young
Councilman

August 31, 2020

MOTION

Wf MOVE that the Administration amend the existing CRA agreement with 2347 Reading Road, LLC, an

affiiiate ofKingsley + Co., for its 2347 Reading Road hotel project to: (1) extend the project completion

deadline through December 31, 2024, and (2) extend the outside tax year by which the abatement would

commence through 2024.

Councllm^ber d^tt^ung

[yiidLih.
d

City Hall • 801 Plum Street • Suite 350 • Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
513.352.3466 • wendell.young@cinclnnati-oh.gov

Equal Opportunity Emptoyar
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BACKGROUND

Kingsley + Co., LLC, through 2347 Reading Road, was awarded a CRA, ordinance No. 352-2018 on

November 15, 2018. This CRA relates to the construction of a 113 room hotel at 2347 Reading

Road in Mt. Auburn for a new 73,450 square foot Comfort Inn at a construction cost of $8,393,194.

Under the terms of this CRA Kingsley + Co., LLC, agreed to three special provisions in addition to the
agreement with CPS. First, Kingsley + Co., LLC, agreed to a 50% VTICA one half of which would be
designated for urban redevelopment in Mt. Auburn and the other half to affordable housing city
wide. Second, Kingsley + Co., LLC, agreed to financially support a youth wellness program at William
Howard Taft Elementary School. And third, Kingsley + Co., LLC, agreed that 64% of the new full-time
employees would be paid at no less than $15 per hour. Relative to overall employment, Kingsley + Co.,
LLC, committed to 17 new full-time employees at the hotel with a total annual payroll of $550,000, five
part time employees at a total payroll of $140,000 and 120 construction jobs at a payroll of $7.5 Million.

Under the terms of the CRA, this project was to be completed by September 31, 2019. The focus of the
requested amendment is to address a new completion date necessitated by the challenges of Covid 19.
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James J. McGraw Jr. 
Partner 
D: 513.639.3968 
jmcgraw@kmklaw.com 

 

 

 
 

September 24, 2020 

 

David S. Mann, Esq. 

Mann & Mann, LLC 

1900 Kroger Building 

1014 Vine Street 

Cincinnati, OH 45202 

 

Re: Pending Motion by Council Members Young and Kearney to Approve an 

Extension of the Project Completion Date of a CRA for 2347 Reading Road LLC 

Dear Council Member Mann, 

Thanks for sharing Carol Gibbs’ September 22, 2020 letter with me yesterday morning.  

On behalf of Chinedum Ndukwe and Kingsley + Co, we are agreeable to continuing this matter 

before your Budget & Finance Committee until Monday, October 5th as requested in Ms. Gibbs’ 

letter.  In the interim, Mr. Ndukwe will be working with the Mt. Auburn Community Council and 

MACDC to craft an appropriate community agreement.   

This extension of time does require the agreement of Markiea Carter relative to the CRA 

default letter.  We previously requested that the timeline on the default letter be extended until the 

end of October so that there would be adequate time for proper consideration by the Budget & 

Finance Committee as well as approval of the Committee’s recommendation by Council.  So 

assuming Markiea’s agreement, we are fine with this matter returning to your Committee on 

October 5th. 

       Sincerely, 

KEATING MUETHING & KLEKAMP PLL 

By:   

James J. McGraw Jr. 

Partner 

JJM/cm 

10281869.1 
 

 

74



KMKLaw
James J. McGraw Jr.
Partner
D: 513.639.3968
jmcgraw@kmklaw.com

September 22, 2020

David S. Mann, Esq.
Mann & Mann, LLC
1900 Kroger Building
1014 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Re: Pending Motion by Council Members Young and Kearney to Approve an Extension of
the Project Completion Date of a CRA for 2347 Reading Road LLC

Dear Council Member Mann,

I represent Chinedum Ndukwe and his company Kingsley + Co which is the managing partner of 2347
Reading Road LLC. On September 14, 2020 at the Budget & Finance Committee, a motion by Council
Members Young and Kearney was offered to provide an extension of time to complete the construction of
a 113 room Comfort Jim at this site in Mt. Auburn. This matter has been continued until September 28,
2020 pending a report by Markiea Carter to provide Council Members additional information relevant to
this motion. In my effort to assist this process, please allow me to offer the following information.

The existing CRA was approved by Council on November 15, 2018 providing a 60% property tax
abatement for 15 years in contemplation ofthe construction of a 113 room Comfort Inn Hotel at a cost of
approximately $8.4 Million.

The idea behind this project was to bring a valuable new redevelopment project to Mt. Auburn with both
construction as well as permanent and part time jobs. Specifically, 120 construction jobs at a payroll of
$7.5 Million, 17 full time permanent jobs and 5 part time jobs collectively to operate the hotel at a
combined payroll of $690,000 annually. Within these new jobs for the hotel, Mr. Ndukwe also pledged
that 10 of the 17 full time jobs would meet a minimum wage level of $15 per hour. And in addition, Mr.
Ndukwe agreed to support a Youth Wellness Program for Taft Elementary School. Under the terms of
the CRA, the project was to be completed by December 31, 2019. The project ran into several
unfortunate delays most notably with respect to zoning. The circumstances produced a letter of default
from the City's Administration. As is common, the default notice provided a period of time for Mr.
Ndukwe to bring his project into compliance. A good portion of this involved complying with proper
record keeping requirements most of it dealing with MBEs on the project. With helpful staff assistance
from the City, those issues are now in compliance.

The issue now is the completion date. We requested a completion date extension to December 31, 2024.
Although this time window is quite lengthy, it is necessitated by Covid 19. This pandemic has destroyed
the hospitality industry, especially for small developers like Mr. Ndukwe. The devastation in this
industry starts with the Greater Cincinnati Convention and Visitors Bureau which furloughed 90% of its

Keating Muething & Kiekamp PLL
AUorneys at Law

One East Fourth Street Suite 1400 Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
P: 513.5796400 I F: 513.579.6457 I kmklaw.com
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David S. Mann, Esq.
September 22, 2020
Page 2

staff. The CVB is starting to slowly rebuild its staff and budget, which is based on hotel room revenues
called transient occupancy tax. But even when rebuilt, the CVB' s budget and staff will be about one half
of what it was before the pandemic. And now the Regional Tourism Network which has been a mainstay
of the hotel industry's marketing strategy is being dismantled due to lack of CVB resources on both sides
of the river. But perhaps most relevant is a July 30, 2020 study by CBRE on the US hotel outlook. This
study, which I am happy to share with you ifyou like, concludes that the hotel industry will not recover
until sometime in 2024. While deep pocketed hotel owners are in a better position to weather this severe
storm, small developers like Mr. Ndukwe cannot do so.

Granting the requested extension only helps assure the success of this project for Mt. Auburn. The
objective is a successful hotel operating profitably and maintaining the related jobs, income for the
employee's families and tax revenues for the City. Without the extension as requested, the project will
not succeed. It must have a reliable operating pro forma to assure the flow of funds to complete the
construction. Even if it could be constructed, it will not be able to operate. Plainly, this project will fail
and the opportunities for Mt. Auburn will not be realized if the extension is not approved by Council.
There is no fmancial cost to the City related to granting this extension. There is indeed a cost to this City
by denying this extension request. Jobs, revenues and an improved Mt. Auburn depend on Council's
support.

Regarding 2341 Burnett Avenue, there has been a misguided assumption that this property was intended
to be part of the hotel project at 2347 Reading Road. It is correct that Chin Ndukwe is the managing
member ofBurnett Investments LLC. That investor has no financial interest in the hotel development.

2341 Burnett is a residential redevelopment project necessitated by its grossly substandard environment.
For example there has been reference to no front door on the building. The front door actually was torn
off more than once by either the tenants or their guests. This rather deplorable condition of the building is
the condition in which Burnett Investments LLC purchased it. All tenants had 30 day leases. If there
happened to be others in that building at that time or later, they were in there without any legal standing
other than a guest of one of the tenants or a trespasser.

As we all know, a 30 day lease term means that a landlord has the right to not renew, to raise rent, to
change other terms. And of course a tenant has no obligation to remain and can leave at their will without
financial obligation once the 30 days expire. Regarding rent, 2341 Burnett Investments never received a
penny of rent since it purchased the property. The tenants resided in that building rent free until they
vacated.

In notifying the tenants that their 30 day leases would not be renewed, Chin Ndukwe tried to meet with
them individually to assist each of them in fmding alternative and acceptable housing. I believe that the
final three remaining tenants were told to not deal directly with Mr. Ndukwe. I assume this was on the
advice of Josh Spring, although I don't know that. Mr. Spring sent Mr. Ndukwe a letter on January 28,
2020 indicating he represented the tenant association which comprises these three people and I would
assume is an informal group given that name as a matter of convenience so Mr. Spring could speak on
their behalf. The letter included a thorough list of financial demands. Although I'm not familiar with
these kinds of situations, the list of demands for these tenants who's leases expired with no renewal rights
seem pretty extensive. I believe this is what contributed to Patrick Duhaney's outreach to Mr. Ndukwe to
sit down and discuss all of this and I assume to work something out. Mr. Ndukwe was not available on
the date Nh. Duhaney suggested as he was in Columbus on other business. Mr. Ndukwe responded to
that effect and does not recall hearing from Mr. Duhaney again. However, he did send Mr. Duhaney a
letter on February 28, 2020 indicating that the building was unsafe and unsuitable at the time Burnett
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David S. Mann, Esq.
September 22, 2020
Page 3

Investments purchased it, that the original purchase objective was to rehabilitate the building and
recommit it for use as workiorce housing, that there were no public subsidies from the City regarding this
building, that the Reading Road hotel project was a completely separate project and that his Company had
already spent numerous hours attempting to help the tenants with relocation. Mr. Ndukwe does not recall
any response from the City to this letter.

As far as I know, if there is any litigation involved in 2341 Burnett Avenue, it is being pursued by these
three former tenants for some type of damages incurred. Burnett Investments LLC is not pursuing
anything against the tenants at this time for the several months of free rent or anything else related to the
property. So if there is such litigation, a judge will resolve any valid claims as the court determines
appropriate.

So I believe what we have now are two opportunities to benefit Mt. Auburn. One is the new hotel and the
other is a renovated workforce housing multi-family building. Council has an opportunity to help assure
the hotel is completed, creates new jobs and brings additional economic life to Mt. Auburn. I don't
believe Council is involved in the redevelopment of 2341 Burnett Avenue, but it appears that the
redevelopment ofthis building into acceptable workforce housing would be a good thing.

Mr. Ndukwe is still interested in meeting with any interested members of Council as his good name has
been severely tarnished, at best, by the accusations against him. So I respectfully request to any Council
members so willing that we meet as soon as possible this week subject to schedules. As you consider
this, tvfr. Ndukwe asked me to share with you a summary of facts directly from him. They are attached.

We have a chance to improve 2347 Reading Road, the subject of the CRA extension for completion of the
project, thereby adding value to the neighborhood and to the City. I hope that I can help Council
members reach an agreement that this extension is in the best interest of Mt. Auburn, its residents and our
City.

Sincerely,

KEAT1NG MUEH]NG & KLEKAMP PLL

By:
J. McGraw Jr.
Partner

JJM
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September 22, 2020

To: Members of City Council Budget & Finance Committee:
From: Chinedum Ndukwe

My request to City Council is to correct misrepresentations about me and avoid harm to
Mt. Auburn development. Please consider these facts relative to these two properties:

2341 Burnet Avenue

¯ No rent was ever collected from any tenants since purchasing the building.

¯ Building owners spent $20,000 on maintenance, electric bills, clean up, repairs, moving
expenses, and deposit returns from December 2019 to July 2020 for former tenants.

¯ Kingsley successfully connected with all but three former tenants. These tenants were
advised not to engage with Kingsley. Kingsley made numerous attempts to contact
tenants to offer assistance.

¯ Kingsley was left with no choice but to file for eviction after the Company was unable to
reach these three remaining tenants to arrange an amicable path forward. The eviction
action and claims for back rent were ultimately dropped by Kinsley. All remaining
tenants vacated the building.

¯ Alice Engleman who spoke to Council against Kingsley on September 14th introduced by
Josh Springs was never a tenant of 2341 Burnet Ave.

¯ No tenant was set out or kicked out of the building. All tenants either moved out on their
own or signed settlement and waiver of all claims agreements.

¯ Josh Springs with several of his clients defaced Kingsley + Co.'s downtown office
posting statements on the walls and came onto the property in an effort to intimidate me,
my wife, my small son and babysitter who were all in my office at that time. The
building owner had to invest in a security system to limit access.

¯ Josh Spring and his Homeless Coalition have not been truthful about me or my Company
and have discouraged community leaders and community development partners from
supporting the 2347 Reading Road hotel project.

¯ Mt. Auburn Community Council Board voted via email last week, I believe through Josh
Springs' effort, to oppose the 2347 Reading Rd CRA extension. This vote was passed
without any communication or discussion with Kingsley + Co., thus prohibiting the
Board from considering the benefits of the CRA pending extension as well as the facts
surrounding 2341 Burnet Avenue. As of Monday evening 9/2 1, they have rescinded their
opposition to the CRA extension and a task force will now work with Kingsley on
community engagement.
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2347 Reading Road CRA

¯ This CRA contains a $15 per hour wage commitment for ten of the 17 full time jobs

¯ This CRA contains a commitment to support the Taft Elementary School.

¯ The pending request to Council is for additional time to complete the project. With the
hospitality industry not expected to recover from the pandemic until 2024 denial of the
extension requested will negatively affect Cincinnatians in good paying jobs.

¯ Discouraging support of the CRA extension is a targeted attack against a black owned
business when our nation is hungry for success stories about government support for
minorities.

¯ This project will fail without the CRA extension

Respectfully submitted,

Chinedum Ndukwe
Kingsley + Co.

10275018.1
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Checco, Gerald

From: Carol Gibbs <csbgibbs@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 11:48 AM
To: Mann, David
Subject: [External Email] Tax abatement extension for Kingsley + Co

External Email Communication 

Mr Mann, 
  
On Monday September 14, the Mt Auburn Community Council voted to rescind our support for Mr Chin Ndukwe's request 
of an extension of his tax abatement on the hotel that he is building on Reading Rd in Mt Auburn.  His commitment to the 
community of Mt Auburn had not been honored and Mr Ndukwe's treatment of eight low income residents and the 
situation surrounding their eviction was very troubling to all of us. Mr Ndukwe requested to address the full Mt Auburn 
Community Council and was given permission. 
  
On Monday September 21, last evening, we spent a great deal of time hashing out our displeasure of his treatment of our 
residents and his twisting of various facts.  A member of our Council made a motion to rescind our support and I, wearing 
my MACDC hat, made a suggestion to work with Mr Ndukwe to come up with another community agreement with a 
timeline signed by both community organizations and Mr Ndukwe representing Kingsley + Co and all other LLCs that are 
involved with Mt Auburn 
  
I am requesting both from MACDC and as a Board member of MACC, that we be allowed to submit this agreement to 
Cincinnati City Council as part of a binding condition of his tax abatement and request that we are given until Monday 
October 5 to present that agreement at the Budget and Finance Committee meeting for consideration. 
  
Thank you 
  
Carol 
  
. 
  

Carol Gibbs 
President/CEO 
Mt Auburn Community Development Corporation 
MACDC 
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An affirmative action/equal opportunity institution 

 

Division of Administration and Finance 
Planning+Design+Construction 
University of Cincinnati 
PO Box 210186 
Cincinnati, OH  45221-0186 
 
University Hall, Suite 600 
51 Goodman Drive 
Phone:  (513) 556-1933 

September 29, 2020 
 
 
Clifton Town Meeting 
PO Box 20042 
Cincinnati, OH  45220 
 
 
Re:  Letter of Support for Temporary, Protected Bike Lane on Clifton Avenue 
 
Dear Clifton Town Meeting Trustees, 
 
Thank you for reaching out for a letter of support for a proposed temporary, dual-lane, protected bike 
lane along Clifton Avenue, from Calhoun Avenue to Ludlow Avenue. 
 
The University of Cincinnati has been recognized as a Bike-Friendly University by the League of American 
Bicyclists for our efforts in planning, engagement, and operations related to promoting bicycling as a 
safe, healthy, and sustainable form of transportation.  We also recognize the importance of regional bike 
infrastructure networks such as Tri-State Trail’s C.R.O.W.N. (Cincinnati Riding or Walking Network) in 
creating a cohesive network of bikeways, trails, and paths to improve the overall quality of life, 
economic vitality, and sustainability of the Cincinnati region, and we appreciate your interest in bike-
friendly communities. 
 
As you propose, the temporary bike lane would be created so no loss of parking would occur, as it would 
shift parking outwards towards the street, utilizing a traffic lane for parking to free up the eastern-most 
lane for a dual-direction bike path on the eastern-most lane of Clifton Avenue.  The temporary 
arrangement would be in place through Thanksgiving (November 26, 2020). 
 
The University of Cincinnati is supportive of the Temporary Protected Bike Lane project if it is vetted and 
approved as required by DTOE and City of Cincinnati Traffic Engineers.  A dual focus on making students 
aware/assuring student safety at crossings, along with upkeep of temporary markers, signs, barriers and 
related materials to ensure maintained and safe conditions is requested. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
John K Seibert 
University of Cincinnati 
Associate Vice President 
Planning + Design + Construction 
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City of Cincinnati
City Hail, Room 348
801 Plum Street

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Phone (513)352-3640
Email Betsy.Sundermann@cincinnati-oh.gov

Betsy Sundermann
Cincinnati City Councilmember

September 25, 2020

MOTION

WE MOVE that the City of Cincinnati allow for a variety of celebration activities for Halloween to
proceed this year, informed by guidance from the Cincinnati Health Department.

WE FURTHER MOVE that City Council shall not add any additional barriers to celebration activities
other than those established by the Cincinnati Health Department and the Ohio Department of Health.

SuAJavnaA^
^ Betsy Sundermann

STATEMENT

As Govemor Mike DeWine has left the decision to allow Halloween activities to local governments,
the Ohio Department of Health has provided guidance for best practices. "Communities set the time
themselves and they will make the determination about that. That will not change...They will do that
in consultation with their local health departments...Parents, in turn, will do what parents do and
make a decision if their child will go out trick-or-treating," said DeWine, during his Halloween
Guidelines press conference.

We shall follow any order established by the Cincinnati Health Department, who is being asked to
clarify any rules and guidelines for families to follow in order for the citizens of Cincinnati to safely
participate in the annual celebration of Halloween festivities.

Most parts of trick-or-treating can be done while observing the mask and social distancing mandates.
Masks can easily be worn on, under, or with the costumes and outfits of participants, and it is
believed these events would not cause a significant increase in unwanted and unprotected contact
due to the transient nature of the events.

It is recommended that extra precautions be taken, such as avoiding leaving out a large bucket of
candy that many people may touch and keeping hand sanitizer handy for both trick-or-treaters and
those giving out candy. However, given the overall infection status of the city, the potential risk of
allowing for this cultural event to take place is not great enough to justify banning the celebrations
outright.
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City of Cincinnald
801 Phim Street, Suite 346-A

Ciiiciiuiati, Oliio 45202

Phone (513) 352 5205
Emtii] )an Michele.Ketitney(^

cincimiati oh.goT

Web vi-vi-\*'.cli)fimiati-ch.gav

Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney
Coumiimemher

September 14, 2020

FY2021 CARRYOVER BUDGET PRIORITIES

As City Council begins to work through the 2021 Carryover Budget, please accept these as my priorities
for public discussion and consideration:

Cincinnati Arts Access Fund (CAAF): a one-time investment of $200,000 should be made to address
the loss of income and financial support that artists, creatives, and neighborhood arts organizations have
faced amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The fund should be managed and administered by ArtsWave to
ensure pubUc trust and to leverage the deep expertise of a leading local instimtion that funds and
supports 100+ arts projects and organizations through impact-based grants that result in a wave of arts
that connect our region and make it vibrant. I have submitted a motion {see Cincinnati Arts Access Fund
Motion) requesting a report about how to move forward with the creation of this fund, which also
outlines specific program parameters and requirements.

Harbor Fund (Code Enforcement Relief): an initial $400,000 investment should be made to create a
program (or set of programs) similar to what was formerly known as the "Harbor Fund", which
provided low-income homeowners with grants to resolve code violations and make necessary repairs to
their homes to bring them up to code. Property owners, particularly in low-income neighborhoods, are
losing their homes. Homeownership in Cincinnati (38%) already is lower than the national average
(62%), and even lower for Black, Brown, and low-income communities. Homeownership is a means for
famihes to build wealth, strengthen neighborhoods, and even improve physical and psychological health.
For these reasons, we must take proactive steps to help increase access to homeownership, which
includes providing opportunities for low-income families to invest in and maintain their properties.

Councilmember Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney
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City of Cincinnati 1788

801 Plum Street, Suite 346-A

Ciiiciiuiati, Oliio 45202

Phone (513)352 5205

Euiftt] Jnn-MicheIe.Keafuey(^
cinciniiati-oh.gov

Well wwwcincinnati-oh.gov

Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney
Comidlmmher

MOTION

WE MOVE for the City Administration to deliver a report to City Council regarding the feasibility of creating a
Cincinnati Arts Access Fund (CAAI^ to address the loss of income and financial support that artists, creatives,
and neighborhood arts organizations have faced amid the COVID-19 pandemic. WE FURTHER MOVE for this
fund to be managed and administered by ArtsWave to ensure public trust and to leverage the deep expertise of a
leading local institution that funds and supports 100+ arts projects and organizations through impact-based grants
that result in a wave of arts that connect our region and m^e it vibrant. WE FURTHER MOVE for this report
to include recommendations for implementation that take into account the following proposed parameters:

(1) a total of $200,000 in city funding, along with the option for philanthropic organizations, nonprofits,
corporations, and others to contribute to the fund on a voluntary basis;

(2) a tiered grant funding award system (e.g. $500 - $2500) that is based on an applicant's employment
classification/level and financial need, as well as best practices from similar programs nationwide;

(3) a requirement for applicants to demonstrate financial need and proHde justification about how they have been
adversely impacted financially by CCVID-IO (e.g. unable to pay rent, loss of employment, cancelled events, etc);

(4) a requirement for grant funding to be used for living costs (e.g. food, rent, medical expenses, childcare) and/or
to adapt/develop crafts and skills necessary to generate income amid the coronavirus pandemic;

(5) a requirement for grantees would to make an arts project or final product of their choosing available to the
general public within 12 months, whether by means of virtual mediums and methods or a physical/in-person
medium; the program should categorize this as "Give Back" requirement, along with a requirement for the
grantee to specify which neighborhood(s) would be impacted by their public artistic/creative contribution (e.g.
musical performance at a nursing home; hosting a free virtual class; a public art display, etc.);

(6) an advisory council and/or working group comprised of local artists, creatives and community arts
organizations, as well as representation from City CouncO and the Office of the Mayor, to advise on
implementation and administration of the fund on an ongoing basis.

WE FURTHER MOVE for this report to be delivered within 14 days following passage of this motion.

Councilmember Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney
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October 12, 2020 

 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council        202001883 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, Interim City Manager  

 

Subject: AMENDMENT - TAX INCREMENT FINANCING EXEMPTION 

FOR ACKERMANN ENTERPRISES, INC. 

 
 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned as follows: 

 

AMENDING Ordinance No. 495-2019 to modify the reference from 

Fund 762 to Fund 763 to accommodate Ackermann Enterprises, Inc.’s 

and its affiliates’ proposed financing. 

 

BACKGROUND/CURRENT CONDITIONS  

Ackermann Enterprises, Inc. is the selected developer for the Madison and Whetsel 

site in Madisonville and they are finalizing their financing for the Phase IIB project. 

City Council approved Ordinance No. 495-2019 in December 2019, authorizing the 

establishment of a Project TIF exemption for the Phase IIB project. City Council also 

approved Ordinance No. 249-2020 in August of 2020, authorizing the 4th Amendment 

to the Funding, Acquisition, and Development Agreement (FADA) between the City 

and the Developer, which included a detailed Phase IIB project scope, investment and 

job creation commitments from the Developer, as well as final details on the City 

incentives involved with the project. 

 

DEVELOPER INFORMATION 

Ackermann Group is a local property management and development firm led by 

Dobbs Ackermann. The company has been involved with large mixed-use projects 

including the ongoing Phase I and Phase IIA projects at Madison & Whetsel as well 

the completed University Station Project located near the Dana Avenue and 

Montgomery Road intersection in the neighborhood of Evanston and City of 

Norwood. 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The scope of the proposed Phase IIB project has remained unchanged since last 

presented to City Council in August in conjunction with the 4th Amendment to the 
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Tax Increment Financing Exemption 

Ackermann Enterprises, Inc. 

Page 2 of 2 

FADA Agreement. It will cover the entire Southeast block consisting of ten City 

owned parcels and one parcel owned by the Developer. 

 

The scope of the new construction project includes the following: 

 

- Approximately 92 market rate residential rental units (studio and 1-bedroom 

units). Rents are estimated to range from $971 to $1,778. 

- Approximately 18,900 SF of commercial space 

- Approximately 94 surface parking spaces 

- Approximately 15 public parking spaces on Prentice Street 

- ROW infrastructure improvements to support the private development 

including streetscaping, water main, a public plaza, and roadway maintenance 

 

The total project cost is estimated to be $24.0MM, including $16.3MM in private 

investment. The Developer is committing to cause the creation of 88 FTE permanent 

jobs and $4.9MM in annual payroll as a result of the project as well as 124 

construction jobs with $6.8MM in one-time payroll. 
  

PROPOSED INCENTIVE 

 

No new incentives than that which were included with the previously approved 

Ordinance Nos. 495-2019 and 249-2020 are proposed. City Council authorization is 

only needed to allow for the financing changes proposed by the Developer. Service 

Payments resulting from the Project TIF exemption were previously intended to go 

towards debt service payments for bonds issued by The Port of Greater Cincinnati 

Development Authority. The Developer no longer intends to utilize bonds issued by 

The Port. The Port will remain involved in the transaction in a sale/leaseback 

structure to provide a sales tax savings to the project. 

 

The Developer instead plans to increase debt financing with their private lender. City 

Council authorization is needed to allow for Service Payments to be rebated to the 

Developer for private debt service. Annual rebated Service Payments will not exceed 

$292,109 and will require submission of documentation related to debt service 

payments. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this Emergency Ordinance.  

 

Copy:  Markiea L. Carter, Interim Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development MLC 
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