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MOTION, dated 03/18/2021, submitted by Councilmember Mann, 
Budget Policy Direction to City Administration for Recommended FY 
2022 General Fund Operating Budget.  WE MOVE that the City 
administration prepare a Fiscal Year 2022 Recommended General Fund 
Operating Budget which respects the following policy guidelines and 
priorities: 1. The Fiscal Year 2022 General Fund Operating Budget must 
be balanced. While continuing to strive to have a structurally balanced 
budget, the fiscal impacts of the pandemic may necessitate the use of 
one-time sources to balance in Fiscal Year 2022. 2. Given the projected 
$30.0 million gap between General Fund revenues and expenditures, 
federal stimulus funds should be used to offset the projected FY 2022 
operating budget deficit based on the eligible uses of funds for 
pandemic related expenditures and/or loss of revenue. (BALANCE OF 
MOTION ON FILE IN CLERKS OFFICE)

2021011891.

Sponsors: Mann

Budget Policy MotionAttachments:

End Public Hearing

RESOLUTION (LEGISLATIVE) (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula 
Boggs Muething, City Manager, on 3/29/2021, AUTHORIZING tax levies 
for the calendar year beginning January 1, 2022, certifying them to the 
Hamilton County Auditor pursuant to O.R.C. § 5705.34, and requesting 
the County Auditor and County Treasurer to pay monies that may be in 
the County Treasury and are lawfully applicable to the purpose of this 
calendar year to the City Treasurer pursuant to O.R.C. § 321.34.

2021012202.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Resolution

Attachments:

COMMUNICATION, dated 03/24/2021, submitted by Councilmember 
Mann, from Blake Robinson, Artistic Director Cincinnati Playhouse in the 
Park, regarding Update on the capital project at the Playhouse at the 
Park and to ask for your support.

2021012263.

Sponsors: Mann

202101226 - CommunicationAttachments:

MOTION, submitted by Vice Mayor Smitherman and Councilmember 
Keating and Goodin, WE MOVE that a subcommittee of Economic 
Growth and Zoning be established to address matters related to small 
business in the City of Cincinnati.

2021011384.

Sponsors: Smitherman, Keating and Goodin

Motion - 2021001138Attachments:
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MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Goodin and Vice Mayor 
Smitherman, The Cincinnati Police Department (CPD) recently reported 
that its complement of uniformed officers stands below 1,000 for the first 
time in decade as a result of retirements and attrition. This reduction in 
force comes at a time when Cincinnati neighborhoods have been faced 
with a record number of murders, as well as an increase in property and 
quality of life offenses as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Additionally, the community continues to seek thoughtful engagement 
between the Cincinnati Police Department and mental health and 
addiction service providers to, when appropriate, divert potential criminal 
defendants into treatment. Accordingly, WE MOVE that a portion of 
Cincinnati’s American Rescue Plan appropriation be committed to: 1) 
immediately fund a new CPD recruit class in 2021 to better facilitate 
community policing and criminal investigations; 2) fund additional 
training and police personnel for CPD’s Mental Health Response Team 
(MHRT); 3) fund training to better integrate the MHRT with existing 
mental health and substance abuse providers and to create a 
mechanism to track those citizens who are referred to such providers; 4) 
to fund the local chapter of the Saving Our Kings and Queens youth 
intervention program headed by Mitch Morris; 5) to fund Rev. Peterson 
Mingo’s Southern Christian Leadership Program’s Rites of Passage 
initiative, which includes a summer camp, anti-gang and anti-drug 
education and numerous youth sports programs in Evanston; and 6) to 
once again fully fund Hope Dudley’s UCanSpeakForMe homicide 
victim’s family assistance program.

2021011815.

Sponsors: Goodin and Smitherman

Motion - Police Recruit (3-21)Attachments:

MOTION, submitted by Vice Mayor Smitherman, Councilmember 
Goodin and Mann, WE MOVE that the first funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act be used to meet our reserve target goal of 16.7%, or 
two months of our prior year’s revenue. WE FURTHER MOVE that 
these funds be used to close the projected budget deficits for fiscal 
years 2022 and 2023. WE FURTHER MOVE that the City of Cincinnati 
make whole any other city funds that were impacted by Covid-19. 
(STATEMENT ATTACHED).

2021011866.

Sponsors: Smitherman, Goodin and Mann

Motion - SmithermanAttachments:

MOTION, submitted by Vice Mayor Smitherman and Councilmember 
Goodin and Kearney, WE MOVE that funds from the American Rescue 
Plan Act be allocated to address staffing shortages identified by 
department heads and recommended by the administration. 
(STATEMENT ATTACHED).

2021011877.

Sponsors: Smitherman, Goodin and Kearney

Motion - SmithermanAttachments:
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MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Sundermann, WE MOVE that 
the City Administration include in the FY22 budget a sufficient portion 
from the anticipated funds that Cincinnati is to receive through the 
American Rescue Plan in order to complete any funding needs for the 
construction of the Western Hills Viaduct. (STATEMENT ATTACHED)

2021011758.

Sponsors: Sundermann

Motion 202101175Attachments:

MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Sundermann, WE MOVE that 
the City Administration include in the FY22 budget $1,400,000 for an 
additional class of 43 police recruits to ensure that the Cincinnati Police 
Department can adequately keep up with attrition. The sources of city 
revenue should first be a COPS Hiring grant and then any additional 
needed funds from the anticipated $291,590,000 that Cincinnati is to 
receive from the recently passed federal law, American Rescue Plan. 
(STATEMENT ATTACHED).

2021011859.

Sponsors: Sundermann

Motion - SundermannAttachments:

MOTION, submitted by Councilmember Mann, Kearney, Sundermann 
and Goodin, WE MOVE that the City Administration identify resources 
sufficient to ensure that Bethany House can complete its new shelter for 
clients. (STATEMENT ATTACHED)

20210116610.

Sponsors: Goodin, Kearney, Mann and Sundermann

Motion - MannAttachments:

ORDINANCE submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager, on 
3/24/2021, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for, accept and 
appropriate a grant in the amount of $303,230 from the Get Vaccinated 
OHIO Public Health Initiative, funded by the Ohio Department of Health, 
to support activities that will increase immunization rates in children 
under two years of age, school aged children and adolescents; and 
AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to deposit the grant funds into 
Public Health Research Fund 350.

20210118311.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:
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ORDINANCE submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager, on 
3/24/2021, AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept and appropriate 
grant resources in the amount of $20,000 from the Delta Dental 
Foundation’s COVID-19 Dental Equipment Fund, to provide funds for 
the Cincinnati Health Department’s purchase of COVID-19 related 
dental supplies and equipment, including personal protective equipment 
(“PPE”), air purifiers, teledentistry equipment, and other necessary 
resources; and AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to receive and 
deposit the grant funds into Public Health Research Fund 350.

20210118412.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, AUTHORIZING the transfer of the sum of 
$60,850 within the General Fund from and to various operating budget 
accounts for the purpose of providing funds for the ongoing needs of 
City departments in accordance with the attached Schedule of Transfer; 
AUTHORIZING the transfer of the sum of $1,744,743 within the 
Restricted Funds from and to various operating accounts for the 
purpose of providing funds for the ongoing needs of City departments in 
accordance with the attached Schedule of Transfer; and AUTHORIZING 
the appropriation of $300,000 from the unappropriated surplus of 9-1-1 
Cell Phone Fees Fund 364 for the purpose of realigning and providing 
funds for the ongoing needs of City departments in accordance with the 
attached Schedule of Transfer.

20210118813.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Schedule of Transfer

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, ESTABLISHING new capital improvement 
program project no. 980x199x211921, “Riverside Boat Ramp 
Improvements”; and AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for, 
accept, and appropriate a grant in an amount of up to $200,000 from the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources Waterways Safety Fund for the 
purpose of providing funding for the design and construction of the 
improved boat ramp, boat dock, and restrooms at the Riverside boat 
ramp.

20210119014.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:
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ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, DETERMINING to proceed with improving 
Walworth Avenue in the East End neighborhood of Cincinnati by 
constructing an extension thereto, together with curbs, street lighting, 
streetscaping, sidewalks, water mains, and storm and sanitary sewer; 
necessary remediation of soil in the related right-of-way; installing 
retaining walls; acquiring land necessary to construct and install the 
foregoing; and acquiring, constructing, and installing other related 
improvements, and of assessing certain lots adjacent to Walworth 
Avenue, as extended, for costs of those improvements, in accordance 
with Chapter 727 of the Ohio Revised Code.

20210119115.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City 
Manager to execute a Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption 
Agreement with 64 E McMicken LLC, an affiliate of Northcrown Property 
LLC thereby authorizing a 15-year tax exemption for 100% of the value 
of improvements made to real property located at 64 E. McMicken 
Avenue in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, in connection 
with the remodeling of the existing building into approximately 1,370 
square feet of commercial space and approximately 4,003 square feet 
of residential space, consisting of 6 apartments, at a total construction 
cost of approximately $919,178.

20210119216.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachment A

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, LEVYING special assessments to pay for the 
costs of improving Walworth Avenue in the East End neighborhood of 
Cincinnati by constructing an extension thereto, together with curbs, 
street lighting, streetscaping, sidewalks, water mains, and storm and 
sanitary sewer; necessary remediation of soil in the related right-of-way; 
installing retaining walls; acquiring land necessary to construct and 
install the foregoing; and acquiring, constructing, and installing other 
related improvements, and any financing and administrative expenses in 
connection therewith.

20210119317.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Exhibits A and B

Attachments:
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ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City 
Manager to execute a Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption 
Agreement with 116 E McMicken LLC, an affiliate of Northcrown 
Property LLC thereby authorizing a 15-year tax exemption for 100% of 
the value of improvements made to real property located at 116 E. 
McMicken Avenue in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, in 
connection with the remodeling of the existing building into 
approximately 549 square feet of commercial space and approximately 
5,183 square feet of residential space, consisting of 10 residential rental 
units, at a total construction cost of approximately $869,325.

20210119418.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachment

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the 
execution of a Job Creation Tax Credit Agreement with Luma Financial 
Technologies, LLC, pursuant to which the company agrees to create 58 
new jobs at 425 Walnut Street, Suite 2410 in the Central Business 
District of Cincinnati and, for a period of 4 years, the City agrees to 
provide an income tax credit equal to 35% of City income tax revenue 
from such new jobs.

20210119519.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments

Attachments:

Page 7 City of Cincinnati Printed on 3/26/2021

7

http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3431
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a4b7f107-12ce-4698-bdf3-11ef8dfe278e.docx
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7dd68fbe-f8c8-43c6-b2c7-4b3357f5ad33.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=8f69b384-fb18-4be3-8b4c-515aa3d62872.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3432
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6d3f0ed7-1692-4c5a-a8a1-36cf799e46b6.docx
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1dc8c8ae-1666-46e2-ad20-21ce202637eb.pdf
http://cincinnatioh.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6d673517-1649-4c4e-be02-a6fc0d0b3119.pdf


March 29, 2021Budget and Finance Committee Agenda - Final

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City 
Manager to execute a Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption 
Agreement (LEED or Living Building Challenge) with Robel 1 LLC, 
thereby authorizing a 15-year tax exemption for 100% of the value of 
improvements made to real property located at 18 W. Elder Street in the 
Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, in connection with the 
remodeling of an existing building into approximately 500 square feet of 
commercial space and approximately 3,300 square feet of residential 
space, consisting of 7 residential rental units, which remodeling shall be 
completed in compliance with Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design Silver, Gold or Platinum standards or Living Building Challenge 
standards, at a total remodeling cost of approximately $300,000.

20210119620.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

ATTACHMENT A

Attachments:

ORDINANCE (EMERGENCY) submitted by Paula Boggs Muething, City 
Manager, on 3/24/2021, APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City 
Manager to execute a Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption 
Agreement with Northcrown 56 McMicken LLC, an affiliate of 
Northcrown Property LLC thereby authorizing a 15-year tax exemption 
for 100% of the value of improvements made to real property located at 
56 E. McMicken Avenue in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of 
Cincinnati, in connection with the remodeling of the existing building into 
approximately 1,081 square feet of commercial space and 
approximately 6,829 square feet of residential space, consisting of 13 
apartments, at a total remodeling cost of approximately $1,501,184.

20210119721.

Sponsors: City Manager

Transmittal

Ordinance

Attachments

Attachments:

ADJOURNMENT
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Submitted herewith is an Emergency Legislative Resolution captioned as follows: 

 AUTHORIZING tax levies for the calendar year beginning January 1, 2022, 

certifying them to the Hamilton County Auditor pursuant to O.R.C. § 5705.34, 

and requesting the County Auditor and County Treasurer to pay monies that 

may be in the County Treasury and are lawfully applicable to the purpose of this 

calendar year to the City Treasurer pursuant to O.R.C. § 321.34. 

 

Notification that the Hamilton County Budget Commission has approved the 2022 Tax 

Budget was received. The attached resolution set the property tax millage for 2022. 

The 2022 millage for General Fund operating purposes is set at 3.97 mills, which 

results in estimated property tax revenue of $28,996,314.  

 

The 2022 millage for debt service is set at 7.5 mills, which is necessary to pay principal 

and interest to holders of City bonds. The total tax millage rate for 2022 is 11.47 mills. 

The millage rates are established based on the actual property valuation which was 

established by the County. 

 

State Law requires that the approved resolution be submitted to the County by April 1, 

2021, therefore the resolution must be passed by Council prior to this date. 

 

 

cc: Karen Alder, Finance Director 

 Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 

Attachment  

 

  

March 29, 2021 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council             202101220 

From:  Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager 

Subject:  Emergency Legislative Resolution: 2022 Property Tax Millage 
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City of Cincinnati
sol Plum Strcci, Suite 356

Cinciniwri, Ohio 45202

Phoiu- (513) 352-3464

Email christaphcT.smithcrmaii((/)
cincinnati-oli.gov

Web www.cincinnaii-oh.gov

Christopher E. C. Smitherman
Cjiii'hiiidii I ice lnyor

March 16, 2021

MOTION

WE MOVE that a subcommittee of Economic Growth and Zoning be established to address matters
related to small business in the City of Cincinnati.

Vice Mayor Christopher Smitherman Councitmembef Liz Keating

COMMITTEES

Chair: I.aw & Public Safety • Committees: liconumic Cirowth Si Zoning • Neighborhoods 21
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City of Cincinnati
Plum Sircci, Suite 356

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Phone (513) 352-3464
Gmail christoplier.smitherniania}

eincinnaii-oli.gov
Web www.cineinnat i-oh.gov

Christopher E. C. Smitherman
CJiidii/Kili 1 ice A hiyor

March 18, 2021

MOTION

WE MOVE that the first funds from the American Rescue Plan Act be used to meet our reserve target
goal of 16.7%, or two months of our prior year's revenue.

WE FURTHER MOVE that these funds be used to close the projected budget deficits for fiscal years
2022 and 2023.

WE FURTHER MOVE that the City of Cincinnati make whole any other city funds that were impacted

by Covid-19.

Vice Mayor Christopher Smitherman Councilmember Steven Goodin

hr
Councilmember David Mann

Statement: Our city has suffered many losses over the past year due to Covid-19, including the loss of revenue that
is vital to our city's operation. The City of Cincinnati is expected to receive close to $290 million from the American
Rescue Act Plan. It is essential that the first allocation of these funds be used to continue the operation of a sound
city budget and ensure our reserves are sufficient. Our reserve target goal is estimated to be $14.5 million. We must
begin by getting our financial house in order due to Covid-19.
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Christopher E. C. Smitherman
Cinciiiiidli I ice Mii\or

March 18, 2021

MOTION

WE MOVE that funds from the American Rescue Plan Act be allocated to address staffing shortages
identified by department heads and recommended by the administration.

Vice r^yor Christopher Smitherman

Statement: City departments have experienced reductions in staff while undertaking increased
workloads. It is necessary for our departments to be properly staffed to keep up with the current work
volume. The intent of this motion is to ensure that pre-Covid staffing levels are restored.

Chair: I .aw & Public Siifcr\' •
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City of Cincinnati
City Hall. Room 346B
801 Plum Street

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Phone (513)352-3640
Email Betsy.Sundermann(§cincinnati-oh.gov

Betsy Sundermann
Cincinnati City Councilmember

March 17, 2021

MOTION

WE MOVE that the City Administration include in the FY22 budget a sufficient portion from the
anticipated funds that Cincinnati is to receive through the American Rescue Plan in order to complete
any funding needs for the construction of the Western Hills Viaduct.

tsy Sundermann

STATEMENT

The current estimated cost for replacing the Western Hills Viaduct is $335,000,000, which includes
design, right of way acquisition, construction, removals, and interim maintenance on the existing
viaduct until the new viaduct is complete and operational.

The City of Cincinnati is applying for $150,000,000 in grant funding from the United States
Department of Transportation through the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America for resources to
supplement the funds which the City has previously secured to pay for the replacement of the
Western Hills Viaduct.

It is estimated that the City of Cincinnati will receive $291,590,000 from the American Rescue Plan
(ARP). With the expectation that we are successful in receiving the $150,000,000 grant, the FY22
budget should include a portion of the ARP funds to cover any remaining shortage to complete the
project.
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David S. Mann
CoiiiU'i/if/eff/her

March 17, 2021

MOTION

We move that the City Administration identify resources sufficient to ensure that
Bethany House can complete its new shelter for clients.

Councilmember David Mann

Statement:

We have provided significant support to Bethany House to facilitate property acquisition and
construction funds for its exciting new residential facility for the clients it serves, mostly
single moms and their children.

A surprisingly broad interpretation of prevailing wage rules and the consequent need to
rebid the project is estimated to add $3 million to the overall costs of this $16.5+ million
project.

I ask the Administration to include possible use of funds from the American Rescue Plan in
its work in response to this motion.

29



/  )-ri ■ ..:..^--
"  " ' ' 1 ■•

.

■ ■■• ,V;;

..v ;t. .■ . • ^

30



Office of the City Manager, Office of Budget & Evaluation, City Hall Rm 142  Ph 352-3232   Fax 352-3233              C:\Users\bhartman\Downloads\Get Vaccinated OHIO Grant OrdTrans.docx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 24, 2021 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

From:  Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – Get Vaccinated OHIO Grant 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned: 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for, accept and appropriate a 

grant in the amount of $303,230 from the Get Vaccinated OHIO Public 

Health Initiative, funded by the Ohio Department of Health, to support 

activities that will increase immunization rates in children under two years 

of age, school aged children and adolescents; and AUTHORIZING the 

Director of Finance to deposit the grant funds into Public Health Research 

Fund 350.  

 

This Ordinance will authorize the City Manager to apply for, accept and appropriate a 

grant in the amount of $303,230 from the Get Vaccinated OHIO Public Health Initiative, 

funded by the Ohio Department of Health, to support activities that will increase 

immunization rates in children under two years of age, school aged children and 

adolescents.  This Ordinance will also authorize the Director of Finance to deposit the 

grant funds into Public Health Research Fund 350.  

 

Get Vaccinated OHIO Public Health Initiative is in accordance with the “Sustain” goal 

to “become a healthier Cincinnati” as described on page 181 of Plan Cincinnati (2012). 

  

 

cc: Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 Karen Alder, Finance Director 

 

Attachment 
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March 24, 2021 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

From:  Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager 

Subject: Ordinance – Delta Dental Foundation COVID-19 Dental Equipment 

Grant 

Attached is an Ordinance captioned: 

 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to accept and appropriate grant 

resources in the amount of $20,000 from the Delta Dental Foundation’s 

COVID-19 Dental Equipment Fund, to provide funds for the Cincinnati 

Health Department’s purchase of COVID-19 related dental supplies and 

equipment, including personal protective equipment (“PPE”), air purifiers, 

teledentistry equipment, and other necessary resources; and 

AUTHORIZING the Director of Finance to receive and deposit the grant 

funds into Public Health Research Fund 350. 

 

This Ordinance will authorize the City Manager to accept and appropriate a grant in the 

amount of $20,000 from the Delta Dental Foundation’s COVID-19 Dental Equipment 

Fund to provide funds for the Cincinnati Health Department’s purchase of COVID-19 

related dental supplies and equipment, including personal protective equipment, air 

purifiers, teledentistry equipment, and other necessary resources.  This Ordinance will 

also authorize the Director of Finance to deposit the grant funds into Public Health 

Research Fund 350.  

 

Preventing and controlling COVID-19 cases is in accordance with the “Sustain” goal to 

“become a healthier Cincinnati” as described on page 181 of Plan Cincinnati (2012).  

 

 

cc: Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 Karen Alder, Finance Director 

 

Attachment 
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March 24, 2021 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance – FY 2021 Mid-Year Budget Adjustments 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned: 

 

AUTHORIZING the transfer of the sum of $60,850 within the General 

Fund from and to various operating budget accounts for the purpose of 

providing funds for the ongoing needs of City departments in accordance 

with the attached Schedule of Transfer; AUTHORIZING the transfer of 

the sum of $1,744,743 within the Restricted Funds from and to various 

operating accounts for the purpose of providing funds for the ongoing 

needs of City departments in accordance with the attached Schedule of 

Transfer; and AUTHORIZING the appropriation of $300,000 from the 

unappropriated surplus of 9-1-1 Cell Phone Fees Fund 364 for the 

purpose of realigning and providing funds for the ongoing needs of City 

departments in accordance with the attached Schedule of Transfer. 

 

This Emergency Ordinance authorizes the transfer of funds within appropriations in 

the General Fund and various restricted funds, and also authorizes the transfer of 

funds from the unappropriated surplus of 9-1-1 Cell Phone Fees Fund 364 to realign 

and provide funds for the ongoing needs of various City departments according to the 

attached Schedules of Transfer. A summary of each transfer is as follows: 

 

• General Fund 050 – Savings in the Public Employees Assistance Program 

(PEAP) non-departmental account are being transferred to the Audit & 

Examiner’s Fees non-departmental account to provide resources for a 

contractual increase related to the external accounting firm that works on the 

City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). 

• Water Works Fund 101 – Savings in the General Fund Overhead non-

departmental account are being transferred to the Distribution Division. This 

will provide resources for additional non-personnel expenses in the division 

related to a higher than average number of water main breaks during FY 2021. 

• Stormwater Management Fund 107 – Funds are being transferred within 

appropriations in this fund to provide necessary resources for the Private Lot 

Abatement Program (PLAP) in the Department of Buildings and Inspections. 

The need is based on an expected increased workload during the spring 

growing season and will be used to pay private contractors to abate tall grass, 

weeds, and litter on private lots. 

• Citizens Jobs Fund 308 – This transfer within appropriations will transfer 

resources budgeted in the Department of Recreation to the City Manager’s 
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Office. The summer youth employment program contract is being executed in 

the City Manager’s Office. 

• Streetcar Fund 455 – This transfer within appropriations will realign budgeted 

resources with actual expenses. The realignment will eliminate the need for 

the Department of Transportation and Engineering to process reimbursement 

interdepartmental (ID) bills related to streetcar expenses. 

• 9-1-1 Cell Phone Fees Fund 364 – This transfer will provide resources for the 

Emergency Communications Center (ECC) to replace their uninterruptible 

power supply (UPS) which supplies consistent power to the 9-1-1 center and 

ensures that the it remains operational during power failures and fluctuations. 

Funds are available in the unappropriated surplus of the fund to provide the 

necessary resources. Reimbursements from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act from FY 2020 are being utilized to cover the 

majority of the costs. The reimbursement was treated as revenue to the fund’s 

unappropriated surplus since it was related to a prior-year expense. 

 

The reason for the emergency is the immediate need to accomplish the authorized 

transfers and appropriations so that funding is in place for the remainder of FY 2021.  

 

The Administration recommends passage of this Emergency Ordinance. 

 

 

cc: Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 Karen Alder, Finance Director  

 

 

Attachments   
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SCHEDULE OF TRANSFER

ATTACHMENT A
FY 2021 MID-YEAR ADJUSTMENT SCHEDULE OF TRANSFER
Fund 050 General Fund

  REDUCTIONS  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount  INCREASES  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount

TRANSFER WITHIN APPROPRIATIONS SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

SOURCE ACCOUNTS USE ACCOUNTS 

NON-DEPARTMENTAL ACCOUNTS NON-DEPARTMENTAL ACCOUNTS

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (PEAP) 050 919 7500 60,850 AUDIT AND EXAMINERS' FEES 050 941 7200 60,850

TOTAL FUND REDUCTIONS 60,850 TOTAL FUND INCREASES 60,850
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SCHEDULE OF TRANSFER

ATTACHMENT B
FY 2021 MID-YEAR ADJUSTMENT SCHEDULE OF TRANSFER
Fund 101 Water Works

  REDUCTIONS  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount  INCREASES  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount

TRANSFER WITHIN APPROPRIATIONS SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

SOURCE ACCOUNTS USE ACCOUNTS 

GREATER CINCINNATI WATER WORKS GREATER CINCINNATI WATER WORKS

GENERAL FUND OVERHEAD 101 944 7200 500,000 DISTRIBUTION 101 304 7200 500,000

TOTAL FUND REDUCTIONS 500,000 TOTAL FUND INCREASES 500,000

Fund 107 Stormwater Management

  REDUCTIONS  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount  INCREASES  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount

TRANSFER WITHIN APPROPRIATIONS SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

SOURCE ACCOUNTS USE ACCOUNTS 

PUBLIC SERVICES BUILDINGS AND INSPECTIONS

NEIGHBORHOOD OPERATIONS 107 253 7400 100,000 PRIVATE LOT ABATEMENT PROGRAM 107 212 7200 100,000

TOTAL FUND REDUCTIONS 100,000 TOTAL FUND INCREASES 100,000

Fund 308 Citizens Jobs

  REDUCTIONS  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount  INCREASES  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount

TRANSFER WITHIN APPROPRIATIONS SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

SOURCE ACCOUNTS USE ACCOUNTS 

RECREATION CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE

SUPPORT SERVICES 308 199 7100 1,015,000 CITY MANAGER 308 101 7200 1,015,000

TOTAL FUND REDUCTIONS 1,015,000 TOTAL FUND INCREASES 1,015,000

Fund 455 Streetcar Operations

  REDUCTIONS  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount  INCREASES  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount

TRANSFER WITHIN APPROPRIATIONS SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

SOURCE ACCOUNTS USE ACCOUNTS 

TRANSPORTATION AND ENGINEERING NON-DEPARTMENTAL ACCOUNTS

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 455 239 7100 88,309 TRAFFIC SERVICES 455 238 7100 88,309

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 455 239 7500 41,434 TRAFFIC SERVICES 455 238 7500 41,434

TOTAL FUND REDUCTIONS 129,743 TOTAL FUND INCREASES 129,743
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SCHEDULE OF TRANSFER

ATTACHMENT C
FY 2021 MID-YEAR ADJUSTMENT SCHEDULE OF TRANSFER
Fund 364 9-1-1 Cell Phone Fees

  REDUCTIONS  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount  INCREASES  Fund Agency
Appropriation 

Unit $ Amount

TRANSFER WITHIN APPROPRIATIONS SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

SOURCE ACCOUNTS USE ACCOUNTS 

UNAPPRORPRIATED SURPLUS CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE

364 300,000 EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 364 103 7300 300,000

TOTAL FUND REDUCTIONS 300,000 TOTAL FUND INCREASES 300,000
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March 24, 2021 

 

To:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

From:  Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager 

Subject: Emergency Ordinance – ODNR Waterway Safety Grant 

 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned: 

 

ESTABLISHING new capital improvement program project no. 

980x199x211921, “Riverside Boat Ramp Improvements”; and 

AUTHORIZING the City Manager to apply for, accept, and appropriate a 

grant in an amount of up to $200,000 from the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources Waterways Safety Fund for the purpose of providing funding for 

the design and construction of the improved boat ramp, boat dock, and 

restrooms at the Riverside boat ramp. 

 

This Emergency Ordinance authorizes the City Manager to apply for, accept, and 

appropriate a grant in the amount of up to $200,000 from the State of Ohio, Ohio  

Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Waterways Safety Fund (WSF) for the purpose 

of funding design and construction of a new loading dock, any repairs to the existing dock, 

renovation of the existing restrooms to be Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant, 

any ADA updates needed to access the dock, and any new lighting that is needed at the 

ramp and boat parking areas. In addition, this Emergency Ordinance also authorizes the 

Finance Director to establish new capital improvement program project account no. 

980x199x211921, "Riverside Boat Ramp Improvements”, for the purpose of providing grant 

resources for the engineering, design, and construction of the improvements. 

 

The ODNR Waterways Safety Fund is a federally funded reimbursement grant program 

that provides 75% of project funding, so there is a 25% match required.  The required match 

of $50,000 will be offset by CRC providing engineering and design services, in-kind labor 

contributed by department staff and will provide the remaining cash funds from resources 

available in Recreation's Outdoor Facilities Renovation capital improvement program 

project account no. 980x199x211900, “Outdoor Facilities Renovation.” There are no new 

FTE are associated with the grant.  While the grant application deadline is April 1st, 2021, 

funding will not be accepted without the approval of this Emergency Ordinance by the City 

Council.   

 

This Emergency Ordinance is in accordance with the “Live” goal to “Create a more livable 

community,” as described on page 156 of Plan Cincinnati (2012). 

 

The reason for the emergency is the immediate need to assure timely submission of the 

grant application and acceptance of any granted funds. 

 

The Administration recommends passage of this Emergency Ordinance. 

 

cc: Christopher A. Bigham, Assistant City Manager 

 Karen Alder, Finance Director  

 

Attachment 
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March 24, 2020 
 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council    202101191 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager  

 

Subject: ORDINANCE – DETERMINING TO PROCEED WALWORTH 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT  

 
 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned as follows: 

 

DETERMINING to proceed with improving Walworth Avenue in the 

East End neighborhood of Cincinnati by constructing an extension 

thereto, together with curbs, street lighting, streetscaping, sidewalks, 

water mains, and storm and sanitary sewer; necessary remediation of 

soil in the related right-of-way; installing retaining walls; acquiring land 

necessary to construct and install the foregoing; and acquiring, 

constructing, and installing other related improvements, and of 

assessing certain lots adjacent to Walworth Avenue, as extended, for 

costs of those improvements, in accordance with Chapter 727 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. 

 

BACKGROUND/CURRENT CONDITIONS  

The project site is located at 3100 Walworth Avenue, Cincinnati in the East End 

neighborhood of Cincinnati. In total, the site includes 7.1410 acres of vacant, 

unimproved land where 39 single family lots have been created and construction has 

commenced on a number of the lots. The whole assembled site comprises the 

Homearama Development proposed by East End Developers LLC. 

DEVELOPER INFORMATION 

East End Developers, LLC, an affiliate of Meierjohan Building Group – led by Thomas 

J. Ackermann and Ralph Meierjohan, will be the developing entity of the site. T.J. 

Ackermann and Ralph Meierjohan have each been developing and building 

communities in the Greater Cincinnati area for the past 30 years. Together they have 

a large wealth of knowledge and experience in the field of real estate development, 

construction, and project management. Upon completion of public improvements and 

site preparation, third party home builders will purchase parcels for single-family 

home development from East End Developers, LLC.  

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
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Developer has remediated a contaminated brownfield site at 3101 Walworth Avenue 

in the East End neighborhood and prepared the site for the construction of 39 single 

family homes. This is the site of Homearama @ Walworth Junction in partnership 

with the Greater Cincinnati Home Builders Association. Developer will cause 

construction of the 39 single family homes; each home will consist of approximately 

3,000 square feet of living space and range in sales price from $800,000 to $1,600,000. 

In addition, the Developer will be seeking LEED Neighborhood Development – a first 

in the City of Cincinnati – requiring all homes built in the subdivision to meet LEED 

Gold standards. 

 

Developer will also construct several public infrastructure improvements. This 

includes sidewalks, extension of the Walworth Avenue Street, stormwater, sewer, 

public signage, remediation of certain environmental conditions and other related 

improvements to the Walworth Junction housing sub-division.  

 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 

This Ordinance is the second of three pieces of legislation being submitted in response 

to a petition received from owners comprising 33 lots within the Homearama site to 

assess the costs of the public infrastructure against the lots.  The assessment will 

assess an estimated $3,073,661.83 of eligible public infrastructure costs and 

associated financing costs over a 15-year period. The estimated per lot assessment is 

$10,000 per year per lot. The remaining 6 lots have prefunded their associated public 

infrastructure costs. 

 

City Council previously approved Legislative Resolution 23-2021 declaring the 

necessity of the assessment on March 15, 2021. Upon passage of this ordinance and 

the corresponding assessment ordinance, the legislative process for the Special 

Assessment will be completed. There will be additional legislation forthcoming 

regarding the public infrastructure financing legislation in cooperation with the Port 

Authority for this project 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this Emergency Ordinance.  The reason 

for the emergency clause is to facilitate the completion of the project and construction 

of all of the homes at the earliest possible time. 

 

Attachment:  A. Proposed Site Plan   

 

Copy:  Markiea L. Carter, Interim Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development  MLC
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March 24, 2021 
 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council    202101192 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager  

 

Subject: COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA TAX EXEMPTION 

AGREEMENT FOR 64 E. MCMICKEN LLC 

 
 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned as follows: 

 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a 

Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption Agreement with 64 E 

McMicken LLC, an affiliate of Northcrown Property LLC thereby 

authorizing a 15-year tax exemption for 100% of the value of 

improvements made to real property located at 64 E. McMicken Avenue 

in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, in connection with 

the remodeling of the existing building into approximately 1,370 square 

feet of commercial space and approximately 4,003 square feet of 

residential space, consisting of 6 apartments, at a total construction cost 

of approximately $919,178. 

 

BACKGROUND/CURRENT CONDITIONS  

This property is a multi-story vacant building in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of 

Cincinnati. It is within the OTR Historic District. The property is within walking 

distance to Grant Park.  The Developer submitted a CRA application to DCED 

requesting assistance in the redevelopment of this property. 

 

DEVELOPER INFORMATION 

64 E. McMicken LLC is an entity affiliate of Northcrown Property LLC, a 

neighborhood developer, who primarily redevelops vacant buildings in the Over the 

Rhine neighborhood surrounding Grant Park.  In the past, they have stabilized the 

historic Crown Brewery Building located at 131 E. McMicken and have multiple 

projects underway north along E. McMicken. 
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CRA Tax Exemption 

64 E. McMicken LLC. 

Page 2 of 3 

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Once completed, this project will consist of 6 apartment units and 1,370 square feet 

of commercial space. Rent will range between $938-$1,498 per month depending on 

the square footage of the unit (ranging from 469-899 square feet). In connection with 

this project, it is estimated that 20 temporary construction jobs are created at a total 

annual payroll of $750,000.   

 

This project is consistent with several of Plan Cincinnati’s goals including the City’s 

goal to remain competitive economically, and the City’s goal to be good stewards of 

its resources—both built and environmental. 
  

PROPOSED INCENTIVE 

 

The Ordinance provides for a 100% (net 52%), 15-year CRA tax exemption for this 

property. The exemption applies only to the increase in value of the building 

attributable to the project improvements. Pursuant to the Commercial CRA policy 

established by City Council, this project is located within the Streetcar VTICA Area 

and is therefore subject to analysis based on project underwriting, VTICA 

contribution, and job creation to determine abatement terms.  

 

The administration is recommending a 15 year CRA term to allow for the project to 

secure adequate construction and permanent financing using the realized savings. 

This project will result in a more vibrant commercial district along the McMicken 

corridor and bring much needed housing to the northern section of Over the Rhine.  
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RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this Emergency Ordinance. The 

emergency clause in the Ordinance is required for the developer to maintain a strict 

project schedule. 

 

Attachment:  A. Property location and photographs 

 

Copy:  Markiea L. Carter, Interim Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development MLC

 

Attachment A: Location and Photographs 
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March 24, 2020 
 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council    202101193 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager  

 

Subject: ORDINANCE – LEVYING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS - WALWORTH  

 
 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned as follows: 

 

LEVYING special assessments to pay for the costs of improving 

Walworth Avenue in the East End neighborhood of Cincinnati by 

constructing an extension thereto, together with curbs, street lighting, 

streetscaping, sidewalks, water mains, and storm and sanitary sewer; 

necessary remediation of soil in the related right-of-way; installing 

retaining walls; acquiring land necessary to construct and install the 

foregoing; and acquiring, constructing, and installing other related 

improvements, and any financing and administrative expenses in 

connection therewith. 

 

BACKGROUND/CURRENT CONDITIONS  

The project site is located at 3100 Walworth Avenue, Cincinnati in the East End 

neighborhood of Cincinnati. In total, the site includes 7.1410 acres of vacant, 

unimproved land where 39 single family lots have been created and construction has 

commenced on a number of the lots. The whole assembled site comprises the 

Homearama Development proposed by East End Developers LLC. 

DEVELOPER INFORMATION 

East End Developers, LLC, an affiliate of Meierjohan Building Group – led by Thomas 

J. Ackermann and Ralph Meierjohan, will be the developing entity of the site. T.J. 

Ackermann and Ralph Meierjohan have each been developing and building 

communities in the Greater Cincinnati area for the past 30 years. Together they have 

a large wealth of knowledge and experience in the field of real estate development, 

construction, and project management. Upon completion of public improvements and 

site preparation, third party home builders will purchase parcels for single-family 

home development from East End Developers, LLC.  

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Developer has remediated a contaminated brownfield site at 3101 Walworth Avenue 

in the East End neighborhood and prepared the site for the construction of 39 single 
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family homes. This is the site of Homearama @ Walworth Junction in partnership 

with the Greater Cincinnati Home Builders Association. Developer will cause 

construction of the 39 single family homes; each home will consist of approximately 

3,000 square feet of living space and range in sales price from $800,000 to $1,600,000. 

In addition, the Developer will be seeking LEED Neighborhood Development – a first 

in the City of Cincinnati – requiring all homes built in the subdivision to meet LEED 

Gold standards. 

 

Developer will also construct several public infrastructure improvements. This 

includes sidewalks, extension of the Walworth Avenue Street, stormwater, sewer, 

public signage, remediation of certain environmental conditions and other related 

improvements to the Walworth Junction housing sub-division.  

 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 

This Ordinance is the second of three pieces of legislation being submitted in response 

to a petition received from owners comprising 33 lots within the Homearama site to 

assess the costs of the public infrastructure against the lots.  The assessment will 

assess an estimated $3,073,661.83 of eligible public infrastructure costs and 

associated financing costs over a 15-year period. The estimated per lot assessment is 

$10,000 per year per lot. The remaining 6 lots have prefunded their associated public 

infrastructure costs. 

 

City Council previously approved Legislative Resolution 23-2021 declaring the 

necessity of the assessment on March 15, 2021. Upon passage of this ordinance and 

the corresponding determining to proceed ordinance, the legislative process for the 

Special Assessment will be completed. There will be additional legislation 

forthcoming regarding the public infrastructure financing legislation in cooperation 

with the Port Authority for this project 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this Emergency Ordinance.  The reason 

for the emergency clause is in order to facilitate the completion of the project and 

construction of all of the homes at the earliest possible time. 

 

Attachment:  A. Proposed Site Plan   

 

Copy:  Markiea L. Carter, Interim Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development MLC
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Attachment A: Site Plan 
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A-1 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 

Situate in Section 31, Town 4, Fractional Range 2, Columbia Township, City of Cincinnati, 
Hamilton County, Ohio and being more particularly described as follows: 
 
Being all of Lot Numbers 1-39, inclusive and Open Space Parcels A and B of Walworth Junction 
Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 480, Pages 29 - 31 of the Hamilton County, Ohio Records. 
 
Lot 1  Parcel No. 031-0002-0114   Lot 21 Parcel No. 031-0002-0134 
Lot 2 Parcel No. 031-0002-0115   Lot 22 Parcel No. 031-0002-0135 
Lot 3 Parcel No. 031-0002-0116   Lot 23 Parcel No. 031-0002-0136 
Lot 4 Parcel No. 031-0002-0117   Lot 24 Parcel No. 031-0002-0137 
Lot 5 Parcel No. 031-0002-0118   Lot 25 Parcel No. 031-0002-0138 
Lot 6 Parcel No. 031-0002-0119   Lot 26 Parcel No. 031-0002-0139 
Lot 7 Parcel No. 031-0002-0120   Lot 27 Parcel No. 031-0002-0140 
Lot 8 Parcel No. 031-0002-0121   Lot 28 Parcel No. 031-0002-0141 
Lot 9 Parcel No. 031-0002-0122   Lot 29 Parcel No. 031-0002-0142 
Lot 10 Parcel No. 031-0002-0123   Lot 30 Parcel No. 031-0002-0143 
Lot 11 Parcel No. 031-0002-0124   Lot 31 Parcel No. 031-0002-0144 
Lot 12 Parcel No. 031-0002-0125   Lot 32 Parcel No. 031-0002-0145 
Lot 13 Parcel No. 031-0002-0126   Lot 33 Parcel No. 031-0002-0146 
Lot 14 Parcel No. 031-0002-0127   Lot 34 Parcel No. 031-0002-0147 
Lot 15 Parcel No. 031-0002-0128   Lot 35 Parcel No. 031-0002-0148 
Lot 16 Parcel No. 031-0002-0129   Lot 36 Parcel No. 031-0002-0149 
Lot 17 Parcel No. 031-0002-0130   Lot 37 Parcel No. 031-0002-0150 
Lot 18 Parcel No. 031-0002-0131   Lot 38 Parcel No. 031-0002-0151 
Lot 19 Parcel No. 031-0002-0132   Lot 39 Parcel No. 031-0002-0152 
Lot 20  Parcel No. 031-0002-0133   O. S. “A”  Parcel No.  

      O. S. “B”  Parcel No.  
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B-1 
 

EXHIBIT B 
 

A B C D 
Assessed 
Lands Lot 
Number 

(lot number references 
refer to the numbered 

lots within the 
Walworth Junction 

Subdivision Plat shown 
in Exhibit C above) 

Aggregate 
Special 

Assessment  
 
 

Special Assessment By Lot 
(B / 33) 

Semi-Annual 
Installment of 

Special 
Assessment 

(C / 30) 
(i.e., this amount is to 
be paid 30 times over 

a 15 year period 
commencing with the 
payment of the first 

installment of the tax 
year 2022 tax bill) 

1 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

2 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

3 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

4 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

5 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

6 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

7 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

8 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

9 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

10 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

11 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

12 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

13 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

14 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

15 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

16 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

17 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

18 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

19 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

20 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

21 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 
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B-2 
 
 

22 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

23 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

24 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

25 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

26 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

27 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

29 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

31 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

32 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

33 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

36 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 

38 $4,950,000 $150,000 $5000.00 
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March 24, 2021 
 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council    202101194 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager  

 

Subject: COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA TAX EXEMPTION 

AGREEMENT FOR 116 E. MCMICKEN LLC 

 
 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned as follows: 

 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a 

Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption Agreement with 116 E 

McMicken LLC, an affiliate of Northcrown Property LLC thereby 

authorizing a 15-year tax exemption for 100% of the value of 

improvements made to real property located at 116 E. McMicken 

Avenue in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, in connection 

with the remodeling of the existing building into approximately 549 

square feet of commercial space and approximately 5,183 square feet of 

residential space, consisting of 10 residential rental units, at a total 

construction cost of approximately $869,325. 

 

BACKGROUND/CURRENT CONDITIONS  

This property is a multi-story vacant building in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of 

Cincinnati. It is within the OTR Historic District. The property is within walking 

distance to Grant Park.  The Developer submitted a CRA application to DCED 

requesting assistance in the redevelopment of this property. 

 

DEVELOPER INFORMATION 

116 E. McMicken LLC is an entity affiliate of Northcrown Property LLC, a 

neighborhood developer, who primarily redevelops vacant buildings in the Over the 

Rhine neighborhood surrounding Grant Park.  In the past, they have stabilized the 

historic Crown Brewery Building located at 131 E. McMicken and have multiple 

projects underway north along E. McMicken. 
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CRA Tax Exemption 

116 E McMicken, LLC 

Page 2 of 3 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Once completed, this project will consist of ten 1-bedroom apartment units and 549 

square feet of commercial space. Rent will range between $724-$1,296 per month 

depending on the square footage of the unit (ranging from 441-864 square feet). In 

connection with this project, it is estimated that 20 temporary construction jobs are 

created at a total annual payroll of $750,000.   

 

This project is consistent with several of Plan Cincinnati’s goals including the City’s 

goal to remain competitive economically, and the City’s goal to be good stewards of 

its resources—both built and environmental. 
  

PROPOSED INCENTIVE 

 

The Ordinance provides for a 100% (net 52%), 15-year CRA tax exemption for this 

property. The exemption applies only to the increase in value of the building 

attributable to the project improvements. Pursuant to the Commercial CRA policy 

established by City Council, this project is located within the Streetcar VTICA Area 

and is therefore subject to analysis based on project underwriting, VTICA 

contribution, and job creation to determine abatement terms.  

 

The administration is recommending a 15 year CRA term to allow for the project to 

secure adequate construction and permanent financing using the realized savings. 

This project will result in a more vibrant commercial district along the McMicken 

corridor and bring much needed housing to the northern section of Over the Rhine.  

 

 
 

112



CRA Tax Exemption 

116 E McMicken, LLC 

Page 3 of 3 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this Emergency Ordinance. The 

emergency clause in the Ordinance is required for the developer to maintain a strict 

project schedule. 

 

Attachment:  A. Property location and photographs 

 

Copy:  Markiea L. Carter, Interim Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development MLC

 

Attachment A: Location and Photographs 
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March 24, 2021 
 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council    202101195 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager  

 

Subject: JOB CREATION TAX CREDIT FOR LUMA FINANCIAL 

TECHNOLOGIES 

 
 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned as follows: 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the execution of a Job Creation 

Tax Credit Agreement with Luma Financial Technologies, LLC, 

pursuant to which the company agrees to create 58 new jobs at 425 

Walnut Street, Suite 2410 in the Central Business District of Cincinnati 

and, for a period of 4 years, the City agrees to provide an income tax 

credit equal to 35% of City income tax revenue from such new jobs. 

BACKGROUND/CURRENT CONDITIONS  

Luma Financial Technologies, a fin-tech start-up company in Cincinnati, is 

expanding so that it can offer additional products and services to its customer base 

and grow their international presence. The Company engaged with the City of 

Cincinnati and JobsOhio to seek financial assistance for the expansion project. 

COMPANY INFORMATION 

Luma Financial Technologies, LLC is a fin-tech start-up company providing a 

marketplace for structured products and annuities, a class of financial products that 

help investors further diversify their portfolios beyond traditional stocks and bonds. 

The company was founded in Cincinnati in 2018 and has received seed investment 

from Morgan Stanley and Bank of America, two of the largest investment banks on 

Wall Street. Luma Financial Technologies is currently leasing office space in the US 

Bank office building at Fifth & Walnut Street in downtown Cincinnati. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Company is taking on an expansion project to offer additional annuities products, 

build their secondary market (investor to investor) offerings, as well as grow their 

international presence. Through the expansion project, the company will retain 54 

jobs and $6,560,000 in annual payroll and create a total of 58 new jobs and $6,814,000 

additional annual payroll within the next three years. The new hires will serve a 

variety of functions for the business including IT, web development, business 

analysis, quality assurance and HR. Annual average salary will exceed $115,000 per 
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Job Creation Tax Credit 

Luma Financial Technologies 

Page 2 of 2 

new job. The Company will create the new jobs at its current office location in the 

U.S. Bank building at 425 Walnut Street in the Central Business District. 

PROPOSED INCENTIVE 

The Administration is recommending a 4-year, 35% non-refundable job creation tax 

credit (JCTC). The Company will be required to retain the newly created jobs for a 

total of eight years. 

The reason for providing the payroll tax incentive is that the Project provides an 

advantageous return on investment for the City. In addition, the incentive will 

require the Company to maintain an operation within the City beyond the expiration 

of their current lease in 2024. The Company was also considering relocating the new 

jobs to its secondary location in the New York City area. 

Estimated Total Term JCTC Value to Company:  $171,712 

Estimated Total Term New Payroll Tax Revenue:  $809,503 

Incentive Leverage per Dollar of City Investment: $4.71 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this Emergency Ordinance. 

Copy:  Markiea L. Carter, Interim Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development MLC 
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March 24, 2021 
 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council    202101196 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager  

 

Subject: LEED CRA ABATEMENT AGREEMENT FOR 18 W. ELDER ST. 

 
 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned as follows: 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a 

Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption Agreement (LEED or 

Living Building Challenge) with Robel 1 LLC, thereby authorizing a 15-

year tax exemption for 100% of the value of improvements made to real 

property located at 18 W. Elder Street in the Over-the-Rhine 

neighborhood of Cincinnati, in connection with the remodeling of an 

existing building into approximately 500 square feet of commercial 

space and approximately 3,300 square feet of residential space, 

consisting of 7 residential rental units, which remodeling shall be 

completed in compliance with Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design Silver, Gold or Platinum standards or Living Building Challenge 

standards, at a total remodeling cost of approximately $300,000. 

BACKGROUND/CURRENT CONDITIONS  

18 W. Elder Street is a three-story vacant historic building located just east of Findlay 

Market in Over-the-Rhine. The property is also directly south of Findlay Park. The 

property owner is planning a full renovation of the building that will achieve a LEED 

Silver Certification from the U.S. Green Building Council.  

DEVELOPER INFORMATION 

Robel I, LLC is a small business owned by Mr. Robel Abraham. Mr. Abraham has 

been renovating residential properties for the last seven years and also owns a 

property at 1646 Vine Street, which will also be renovated in 2021. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Developer will renovate the vacant historic building at 18 W. Elder Street in Over-

the-Rhine. Work will be completed to LEED Silver standards, as defined by the U.S. 

Green Building Council. Once completed, the building will include seven residential 

apartment units as well as 500 square feet of ground floor commercial space. The 

apartments will be 500 square feet on average and rents will range between $900 and 
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LEED CRA Tax Exemption 

Robel I, LLC – 18 W. Elder Street 
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$1,000 per month. Total project cost is estimated to be $350,000. In connection with 

this project, it is estimated that seven temporary construction jobs will be created 

with an annual payroll of $120,000.   

PROPOSED INCENTIVE 

The Emergency Ordinance provides for a 100% (net 52%), 15-year CRA tax exemption 

for this property. The exemption applies only to the increase in value of the building 

attributable to the project improvements. Pursuant to the Commercial CRA policy 

established by City Council, this project is located within the Streetcar VTICA Area 

and is therefore subject to analysis based on project underwriting, VTICA 

contribution, and job creation to determine abatement terms. 

The administration recommends a 15-year CRA term to allow for the project secure 

adequate construction and permanent financing to complete this LEED Silver 

certified renovation. This project will result in a highly visible renovated building and 

new apartments directly adjacent to Findlay Market and Findlay Park. 

SUMMARY   

Forgone Public Benefit if Project Does not Proceed   

  CPS PILOT (Forgone New Revenue) ($58,495) 

  VTICA (Forgone New Revenue) ($26,588) 

  Income Tax (Forgone New Revenue) ($2,520) 

  Total Public Benefit Lost ($87,603) 

Incentive Value   

  Annual Net Incentive to Developer $6,145  

  Total Term Incentive to Developer $92,173  

  City's Portion of Property Taxes Forgone $22,877  

Public Benefit   

  CPS PILOT   

       Annual CPS Pilot $3,900  

       Total Term CPS PILOT $58,495  

  VTICA   

       Annual VTICA  $1,773  

       Total Term VTICA $26,588  

  Income Tax (Max) $2,520  

  Total Public Benefit (CPS PILOT/VTICA /Income Tax) $87,603  

     

  Total Public Benefit ROI* $0.95  

  City's ROI* $3.83  

 

*If the project were going to happen regardless of incentive, this is the 

return of real dollars for public benefits as potential future dollars are 

forgone  
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Robel I, LLC – 18 W. Elder Street 
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RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this Emergency Ordinance. The project 

will restore a historic building to LEED Silver standards, activate a vacant property 

adjacent to Findlay Market and Findlay Park, and will bring additional housing units 

to the urban core and will add much needed density to northern Over-the-Rhine. The 

emergency clause is needed so that the project can meet its construction 

commencement deadlines.  

Attachment:  A. Property location and photographs 

 

Copy:  Markiea L. Carter, Interim Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development MLC
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Attachment A: Location and Photographs 
 

Property Location 

 

18 W. Elder Street – Current Condition 
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March 24, 2021 
 

To: Mayor and Members of City Council    202101197 

 

From: Paula Boggs Muething, City Manager  

 

Subject: COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA TAX EXEMPTION 

AGREEMENT FOR NORTHCROWN 56 MCMICKEN LLC 

 
 

Attached is an Emergency Ordinance captioned as follows: 

 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING the City Manager to execute a 

Community Reinvestment Area Tax Exemption Agreement with 

Northcrown 56 McMicken LLC, an affiliate of Northcrown Property LLC 

thereby authorizing a 15-year tax exemption for 100% of the value of 

improvements made to real property located at 56 E. McMicken Avenue 

in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, in connection with 

the remodeling of the existing building into approximately 1,081 square 

feet of commercial space and approximately 6,829 square feet of 

residential space, consisting of 13 apartments, at a total remodeling cost 

of approximately $1,501,184. 

 

BACKGROUND/CURRENT CONDITIONS  

This property is a multi-story vacant building in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of 

Cincinnati. It is within the OTR Historic District. The property is within walking 

distance to Grant Park.  The Developer submitted a CRA application to DCED 

requesting assistance in the redevelopment of this property. 

 

DEVELOPER INFORMATION 

Northcrown 56 McMicken LLC is an entity affiliate of Northcrown Property LLC, a 

neighborhood developer, who primarily redevelops vacant buildings in the Over the 

Rhine neighborhood surrounding Grant Park.  In the past, they have stabilized the 

historic Crown Brewery Building located at 131 E. McMicken and have multiple 

projects underway north along E. McMicken. 
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Northcrown 56 McMicken LLC. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Once completed, this project will consist of 13 apartment units and 1,081 square feet 

of commercial space. Rent will range between $814-$1,081 per month depending on 

the square footage of the unit (ranging from 407-938 square feet). In connection with 

this project, it is estimated that 30 temporary construction jobs are created at a total 

annual payroll of $1,200,000.   

 

This project is consistent with several of Plan Cincinnati’s goals including the City’s 

goal to remain competitive economically, and the City’s goal to be good stewards of 

its resources—both built and environmental. 
  

PROPOSED INCENTIVE 

 

The Ordinance provides for a 100% (net 52%), 15-year CRA tax exemption for this 

property. The exemption applies only to the increase in value of the building 

attributable to the project improvements. Pursuant to the Commercial CRA policy 

established by City Council, this project is located within the Streetcar VTICA Area 

and is therefore subject to analysis based on project underwriting, VTICA 

contribution, and job creation to determine abatement terms.  

 

The administration is recommending a 15 year CRA term to allow for the project to 

secure adequate construction and permanent financing using the realized savings. 

This project will result in a more vibrant commercial district along the McMicken 

corridor and bring much needed housing to the northern section of Over the Rhine.  

 

 
 

216



CRA Tax Exemption 

Northcrown 56 McMicken LLC. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

The Administration recommends approval of this Emergency Ordinance. The 

emergency clause in the Ordinance is required for the developer to maintain a strict 

project schedule. 

 

Attachment:  A. Property location and photographs 

 

Copy:  Markiea L. Carter, Interim Director, Department of Community & Economic 

Development  MLC

 

Attachment A: Location and Photographs 
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